
Who among us would not, 
if  we could, turn back the 
clock and undo the recent 
tragedies in Paris—or 
Charleston or Roseburg or 
too many other places? We 

can’t, of  course, and it may feel as if  there 
is little we can do going forward. After all, 
we’re not politicians or police officers. 
We’re educators. What can we do to 
prevent violence? A few years ago I heard 
a line that has stuck with me. It went 
something like this: “Is it possible to teach 
English so that people stop killing each 
other?” It sounds idealistic, maybe even 
ridiculous. Changing the discipline—from 
English to, say, history or art—would not, 
in many cases, make the question seem any 
less idealistic. What do words on a page or 
paint on a canvas have to do with guns and 
laws? As educators, you probably know 
where I’m going here. In fact, we have 
great influence—and not because we enjoy 
regular captive audiences on whom we can 
impose our own politics. To be clear, I 
don’t favor that kind of  influence. Our job 
is to teach students not what to think, but 
how to think. Whether we are teaching 
English or any other subject, we model 
openness to knowledge (including, in many 
cases, knowledge about other perspectives, 
beliefs, backgrounds, and orientations) and 
show students how to draw conclusions—
not from emotions or prejudices, but from 
evidence. In the	   humanities and social 
sciences, we have the extra opportunity to 
expose students to the complexities and 
diversity of  the human experience, but 
other fields play important roles,	   as well, 
since they equip students to understand the 
kinds of  things—energy,	  poverty, health—
that often lead to conflict.  Finally, no 
matter what we teach, we can treat our 
students with respect and care and model 
constructive human interaction.  What can 
we do?  We can do a lot.  We’re educators. 

• Working	  with	  their	  students,	  Heather	  Kennedy-‐Eden	  and	  Mark	  
Meng	  coordinated	  a	  very	  successful	  hospitality-‐and-‐tourism	  
job	  fair,	  which	  aAracted	  dozens	  of	  employers,	  as	  well	  as	  
numerous	  students.	  

• Joann	  Kaiser,	  Joe	  Keener,	  Jeff	  BaGs,	  Joshua	  Mugg,	  Paul	  Cook,	  
and	  Erin	  Doss	  teamed	  up	  on	  the	  second	  session	  of	  the	  Table	  
Talks	  series.	  The	  event,	  a	  fascinaGng	  discussion	  of	  knowledge	  
and	  belief,	  was	  another	  extraordinary	  opportunity	  for	  students	  
to	  interact	  with	  faculty	  around	  an	  academic	  topic.	  	  

This Week at IU Kokomo

11/16: Retirement Celebration for Michael Tulley and 
John Ross (2 p.m., KC 130)
11/17: VIP Day Greeting (8:15 a.m., Alumni Hall)
11/17: VIP Lunch (noon, KC 130)
11/17: Magic Performance (noon, KC Commons) 
11/17: Marijuana Legalization Debate (6 p.m., KC 130C)
11/19: JIVE: Job, Internship, Volunteer Extravaganza 
(10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., KC 130 and Alumni Hall)

This  Week  in  Academic  Affairs
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Kudos  for  Kokomojo

Professor	  Heather	  Kennedy-‐Eden	  talks	  with	  graduate	  student	  ScoA	  Chain	  at	  
last	  week’s	  Hospitality	  and	  Tourism	  job	  fair.

https://iuk.collegiatelink.net/organization/SUB/calendar/details/656903
https://iuk.collegiatelink.net/organization/YAL/calendar/details/794231
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