
 

It’s the season of  gratitude, 
and I have plenty of  it.  
Instead of  trying to name all 
of  the scores of  faculty and 
staff  members who make IU 

Kokomo great, I will simply say thank you 
for all the great things you do: crafting 
dynamic KEY experiences, collaborating 
with one another, working tirelessly for 
student success, reaching out to the 
children and adults of  our region, and 
constantly seeking ways to make our 
institution better for our students, our 
community, and ourselves. 

Next Week at IU Kokomo
11/28: Diversity Training (2:30 p.m., KC 130B)
11/29: Diversity Retreat Reconvening (2 p.m., KC 130AC)
12/1: Leveraging LinkedIn Career Workshop (1 p.m., Cole Room)
12/1: Women’s and Men’s Basketball Games (5 & 7 p.m., Cougar 
Gym)
12/3: Women’s and Men’s Basketball Games (1 & 3 p.m., Cougar 
Gym)

This  Week  in  Academic  Affairs

Take Five November 22, 2016

• Chris'na	  Ivanova	  arranged	  for	  her	  FLC	  students	  to	  have	  
breakfast	  at	  the	  Kelley	  House	  last	  week.	  	  Thanks,	  Chris'na	  
and	  Sue,	  for	  providing	  these	  students	  with	  this	  opportunity	  
to	  connect	  with	  each	  other	  and	  you	  outside	  of	  class.

Kudos  for  Kokomojo

Student Success Corner 

We all work to persuade students to seek 
help from faculty when they are struggling 
in classes.  Students tell us that the most 
impactful message to them in these meetings 
is “You CAN do this, by ___.”  That is, 
students who start out terrified emerge from 
these meetings with a new outlook when 
faculty make it clear that 1) they can still 
achieve in the course by doing specific 
things, and 2) the faculty member believes in 
them.  If  there is no possibility of  success, 
honesty and non-judgment are best, but a 
focus on what can still be gained rather than 
focusing on what was lost helps students 
contain their discouragement and set goals 
to move forward. l The election outcome 
has seen a significant increase nationwide 
in racial, ethnic, religious, and LGBTQ hate 
crime, as well as widespread engagement in 
political protest (with some  incidents of  
violence). It is crucial that all of  our 
students, regardless of  their social identities 
or political leanings, feel safe and welcome 
on our campus.  I trust that all  faculty and 
staff  will  immediately put a stop to any 
intimidation or harassment that we should 
encounter and will model civility in our own 
discourse. Meanwhile, we should not 
overlook our opportunity to learn and grow 
together with our students. 
-Christina Downey (downeyca@iuk.edu) 

IU	  Kokomo’s	  women’s	   volleyball	   team	  advanced	   to	   the	   second	   round	  of	  
the	  NAIA	  Na'onal	   Championships	   this	   past	  weekend	  with	   a	   3-‐2	   victory	  
over	  OLawa	  University.	   	   The	   team	  will	   compete	   in	   Sioux	   City,	   Iowa,	   on	  
Nov.	  29.

mailto:downeyca@iuk.edu
mailto:downeyca@iuk.edu

