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New alumni director, new class, new  
curriculum, and new facilities fill busy year

continued on page 2

I returned to the Optometry School 
in a temporary and part-time capa-
city 11 months ago, and since then, 

time has passed at an amazing speed. 
Right away, in August 2008, it was 

time to welcome the OD class of 2012, 
the optometric technology class of 2010, 
and four students who joined the Vision 
Science Graduate Program. The class 
of 2012 includes 49 women and 29 
men who hail from 16 different states 
and from Canada. The Vision Science 
Graduate Program has 35 students, nine of whom are on the master’s track with 
26 on the PhD track. Sixteen of these students are American citizens, 11 are from 
China, four from India, and one is from Thailand. Nine of these graduate students 
are optometrists, and eight are working on the two degrees simultaneously. Fifteen 
students joined the Optometric Technology program this year. Also in August, we 
celebrated Dr. Lowther’s accomplishments and contributions to the IU School of 
Optometry during his tenure as dean for the past 10 years. 

In September, Dr. Patricia Henderson, BA’82, OD’85, (photo on page 2)agreed 
to serve the school in a new role as director of alumni relations and development. 
After receiving both of her degrees from Indiana University, Henderson completed a 
residency in hospital-based optometry at the Danville VA Medical Center in Dan-
ville, Ill., in 1986. She has been with the IU School of Optometry since August 1986 
and is now a clinical associate professor. She has also served as director of the IU 
Community Eye Care Center since January 1996. In the coming months, you will 
be hearing from Henderson about her plans to enhance the school’s relationship with 
you. 

In 2008, the school initiated a new program for recruiting qualified minorities, 
appropriately named Eye Do. This program works with Indiana University’s Hudson 
and Holland Scholars Program to retain and prepare minority undergraduates for 
careers in optometry. The Eye Do program offers a great opportunity to inform and 

Interim Dean’s Report

‘Much of which to be proud’

Sarita Soni

Tailgate with classmates at the IU 
Alumni Association’s Hoosier Village 
on Oct. 17. Head to Hoosier Village two 
hours before the Hoosiers tackle Illinois 
(current kickoff time is 7 p.m.). 
      Enjoy access to live music, food and 
beverage vendors, game-day apparel, a 
kids zone, and more. For details about 
the venue, visit: www.alumni.indiana.
edu/village.
   R.S.V.P. via e-mail 
to opt@alumni.
iu.edu, or call 
(812) 855-3575. 

Save the date!
CLASS REUNIONS
OCT. 7 & 8, 2009
• Class of 1989 reunion dinner
     Wednesday, Oct. 7,  at 7 p.m.
     Scholars Inn 
     717 N. College Ave., Bloomington 

• Class of 1969 reunion dinner 
     Wednesday, Oct. 7,  at 7 p.m.
     Gratzie! Italian Eatery 
     106 W. 6th St., Bloomington

• Class of 1999 reunion 
     Thursday, Oct. 8,  at 7 p.m.
     Nick’s English Hut
     425 E. Kirkwood Ave. , Bloomington

Also, contact the e-mail below for  
information about a possible Class of 
1979 reunion. For all, R.S.V.P. via e-mail 
to opt@alumni.iu.edu, or call (812) 
855-3575.

HOMECOMING
OCT. 17, 2009 

You’re invited!



educate IU under-
graduates, through 
existing institu-
tional resources, 
about our school. 
The Office of the 
Vice President for 
Diversity, Equity 
and Multicultural 
Affairs and the 
Association of 
Schools and Col-
leges of Optom-
etry are providing 
partial financial 
support. 

The 45 faculty 
members at the IU 
School of Optom-
etry welcomed one 
new colleague in 2008. Dr. Peter 
Kollbaum received his OD degree in 
1990 from IU and his PhD degree in 
2007, also from IU. 

In December 2008, the Atwater Eye 
Care Center, previously located on the 
second floor of the Optometry build-
ing, moved to a new building one block 
north and west. This 20,000-sq.-ft. 
facility includes an impressive eyewear 
center, modern clinical facilities, ex-
amination rooms, special testing areas, 
conference rooms, and ground-level ac-
cess and parking facilities for the ease of 
elderly and visually challenged patients. 
The Carmel Eye Care Center that was 
developed in a partnership with the  
Department of Ophthalmology was 
closed in December 2008. The IU 
School of Optometry now has four 
teaching clinics: two in Bloomington, 
one in Indianapolis, and one in Mexico.  

The school’s extensive activities at 
its clinic in Guanajuato, Mexico, are 
focused on two types of goals —   
humanitarian and educational. In Febru-
ary 2009, approximately 55 optom-
etrists, staff, and students (including 35 
IU students) participated in the annual 
one-week mission in Guanajuato,  
examining and providing care to ap-
proximately 2,600 children and adults.  
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(continued from page 1)
Dean’s report The school introduced a new cur-

riculum in 2006 that is focused on more 
active student learning. It is also faculty-
intensive, requiring considerable coordi-
nation between faculty members because 
most courses are team-taught. 

The most significant change is in the 
Integrative Optometry class, which is 
offered over three semesters. The overall 
goal of this course is to provide an inte-
grated perspective on optometry within 
the paradigm of problem-based learn-
ing. The problems are typically clinical 
cases (three to four cases per semester) 
that relate to the basic science courses 
taught contemporaneously in the optics, 
biomedical, and ocular biology modules. 
Students, guided by a faculty facilita-
tor, meet in small groups to discuss the 
problems.

Externally funded research at IUSO 
has been steadily growing. The past three 
years have seen considerable increase in 
grant awards. From July to December 
2008, the faculty had already received 
more than $2.6 million in annual 
awards, with 17 successful proposals, 
well ahead of the same period in 2007. 
This growth in research is very exciting, 

but it does add considerable stress on the 
limited space that we have in the build-
ing. The Atwater Eye Care Center move 
has freed up 10,000 sq. ft. of space for 
research. 

Research at the School of Optom-
etry supports IU’s goals for the life 
sciences and for translational research 
that reaches from discovery to patient 
care and the community. Many of our 
faculty’s discoveries relate to diagnostic 
equipment that enables early diagnosis 
of eye disease. 

The school’s faculty is engaged in a 
continuum of research activities from 
fundamental, applied research to patient-
based work that is truly translational in 
areas such as optics, cell biology, infant 
vision development, age-related changes 
in vision, macular degeneration, and 
the effects of diseases such as glaucoma 
or diabetes optics, vision biology, and 
refractive errors and correction. 

The school is busy finishing up its 
strategic plan. This planning exercise has 
helped faculty members identify some 
of the major challenges the IUSO faces. 
These challenges include reorganization 

TVCI dedicates hi-tech learning center
On Feb. 28, 2009, Dr. 
Walter West from Vista-
kon dedicated The Vision 
Care Institute (TVCI) 
Learning Center. This 
state-of-the-art confer-
ence center (pictured at 
bottom right) features a 
custom-made table for 
30, built-in microphones, 
Internet access, and three 
large screens for easy viewing by all 
attendees. With this new conference 
center, students and faculty members 
can connect with researchers and 
professors globally, allowing for easy 
communication and interaction. 

Dedication ceremonies included 
speeches by former Optometry Dean 
Gerald Lowther, Vistakon’s Walter West, NOSA President Monique 
Emmons, AOSA President Kyle King, and Interim School of Optometry 
Dean Sarita Soni, pictured above (left to right).

Henderson

Kollbaum

continued on page 6

In
d

ia
n

a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

ity
/R

ic
 C

ra
d

ic
k 



3

School News

Atwater Eye Care Center dedicated

T he new optometry eye care 
center was dedicated Oct. 
8, 2008, during a ceremony 

in the Indiana Memorial Union’s 
Whittenberger Auditorium. A large 
crowd listened to speeches given by 
IU Bloomington Provost and Execu-
tive Vice President Karen Hanson, 
Interim School of Optometry Dean 
Sarita Soni, former Optometry Dean 
Gerald Lowther, Steven Hitzeman, 
and IU President Michael A. McRob-
bie. After the speeches, University 
Architect Robert Meadows presented 
the key to the building to IU Board 
of Trustee Member Sue Talbot and 
President Michael McRobbie.  

A reception in the clinic at its new  
address, 744 E. Third Street, followed 
the dedication. 

The 20,000-square-foot, $3 million 
building includes an upgraded dispen-
sary, updated clinical facilities, exami-
nation rooms, special testing areas, 

The OD Class of 2011 gathered on 
Feb. 28, 2009 in the Indiana Memorial 
Union Alumni Hall to participate in 
the 6th Annual White Coat Ceremony. 
This event allowed 75 optometry 
students to celebrate the first two years 
of accomplishments and look forward 
to the transition into the clinic, as well 
as to their futures as doctors of optom-
etry.

Approximately 405 people were in 
attendance for the occasion, which 
included the presentation of the white 
coats and the cloaking of the students. 
Edwin Marshall, IU vice president 
of diversity, equity, and multicultural 
affairs and professor of optometry, 
made the opening remarks, followed 

State Representative Peggy Welch, at right, addresses IUSO students. White 
coats symbolize two years of accomplishments and bright futures. 

75 students ‘cloaked’ during  
2009 White Coat Ceremony

Former dean Gerald Lowther, Mike Daley, and Rodney Tahran from Essilor, 
and Interim Dean Sarita Soni in the new building’s Essilor Eyewear Center.

and a state of the art conference room. 
The new location provides a ground-
level entrance and parking facilities 

to allow easier access for physically 
challenged patients. The clinic opened 
Jan. 5, 2009.

by a keynote address by State Repre-
sentative Peggy Welch, a nurse who 
is passionately concerned about the 
health care of her constituents. Interim 
Dean Sarita Soni led the students in 

the Optometric Oath and provided the 
closing remarks.

The ceremony was generously spon-
sored by an educational grant from 
Vistakon. 
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In Memoriam

Remembering  
Julie Harp
Julie Kristine Harp, AS’99, 
BGS’00, passed away on Nov. 20, 
2008 after a courageous battle 
with cancer. Born Feb. 13, 1976, 
she was the daughter of Lynn and 
Linda Taylor. She is survived by 
her children, 
Gwyneth Marie 
Harp and Logan 
Patrick Harp; 
her parents; and 
sisters Jill Bays, 
Jennifer All-
man, and Jana 
Deckard; among 
others. 

Harp was 
valedictorian of her class, graduat-
ing with distinction from the IUSO 
Optometric Technician Program. 
Since 2002, she had been a Certified 
Paraoptometric Technician (CPOT) 
at the IUSO Atwater Cornea and 
Contact Lens Clinic.

Julie was a valued member of the 
IUSO Cornea and Contact Lens 
Clinic Team. She will be remem-
bered for her dedication to her 
patients and commitment to her 
profession. 

Harp

Alumni Notebook
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CLASS NOTES 
1960s
James “Ed” Hamilton, MS’64, is 
retired, having worked for the U.S. 
Public Health Service. “I was treated for 
massive pulmonary emboli in Rochester, 
Minn., last year and do not travel any 
more,” he writes. “Best regards to all 
my optometric and physician friends.” 
Hamilton lives in Aberdeen, S.D.

Edwin C. Marshall, BA’68, BS’70, 
OD’71, MS’79, is a professor of optom-
etry at the IU School of Optometry in 
Bloomington and an adjunct professor 
of public health at the IU School of 
Medicine. In 2007, the American Opto-
metric Association named him Optom-
etrist of the Year. Marshall is a founding 
member of both the vision-care section 
of the American Public Health Associa-
tion and the IUSM’s Department of 
Public Health. In 2002 he became the 
first optometrist to be elected president 
of the Indiana Public Health Associa-
tion, and in 2003 he became the first 
optometrist to be elected chairman of 
the APHA’s executive board. Marshall 
currently serves as IU vice president for 
diversity, equity, and multicultural af-
fairs. He lives in Bloomington.

1970s
Jeffrey C. Marshall, BS’70, OD’71, has 
been a practicing optometrist for more 
than 35 years. He serves as president 
of the Indiana chapter of Volunteer 
Optometric Services to Humanity and 
is the past president of VOSH–Interna-
tional. In November 2007 he traveled 
to Kibera, Kenya, and established a 
four-day free clinic. The clinic served 
more than 1,700 Kenyans and distrib-
uted hundreds of pairs of free glasses. Of 
the 10 participating optometrists, four 
others were graduates of the IU School 
of Optometry — Stephen L. Scott, 
BA’63, BS’67, MS’68; Elaine 
Robinson Scott, OD’80; Tiffany E. 
Owens, BS’00, OD’04; and David M. 
Wilson, BA’70, BS’73, OD’74. The 

free clinic marked Marshall’s third 
trip to Kenya. He has also established 
free clinics in Mexico, Honduras, 
Vietnam, Cuba, and the Dominican 
Republic. Marshall lives in Braden-
ton, Fla.

Thomas O. Troutman, BS’71, 
OD’72, is an optometrist for Mid-
west Eye Consultants in Rochester, 
Ind., where he has lived and prac-
ticed since 1974. In January 2008, he 
completed his eighth eye-care mis-
sion trip, seven of which have been to 
Belledere, Haiti, as part of a medical 
mission team sponsored by St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Rochester.

In June 2008, the American 
Optometric Association recognized 
Linda D. Johnson, OD’78, as its 
2008 Optometrist of the Year at the 
organization’s annual meeting in Se-
attle. “This is the highest recognition 
an optometrist can receive from his 
or her peers in the United States,” she 
said. “As a female African-American 
and a country girl from Jackson, 
Miss., the award brings great honor 
to me, my state, and the community 
health center for which I work.” 
Johnson, who was the first African-
American female optometrist in the 
state of Mississippi, is division head 
of Optometry Services and Women, 
Infant, and Children Program 
Services for the Jackson-Hinds 
Comprehensive Health Center in 
Jackson. She has served on numer-
ous state medical and optometric 
commissions, boards, and volunteer 
organizations, and received a commen-
dation from Governor Kirk Fordice 
for her involvement on the Mississippi 
Commission for Volunteer Service from 
1996-1997. This is the second year in 
a row that IU School of Optometry 
alumni have won the AOA’s Optom-
etrist of the Year Award.  
Edwin Marshall, BA’68, BS’70, 
OD’71, MS’79, received the award  
in 2007.

1980s
Elizabeth “Bitty” O’Hornett  
Gilthvedt, BS’83, OD’85, is an op-
tometrist with Horizon Eyecare Profes-
sionals in Owatonna, Minn., where she 
lives. In February 2008 she was named 
the Minnesota Optometric Association’s 
Optometrist of the Year at the organiza-
tion’s annual meeting.

continued on page 5
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Lisa Sanford Howard, BS’84, 
OD’86, is an optometrist at South-
east Eye Associates in Middlesboro, 
Ky. In April 2008 she was elected to 
a one-year term as president of the 
board of trustees of the Kentucky 
Optometric Association. In this 
capacity she traveled throughout the 
state and the country representing 
Kentucky optometrists. Howard cur-
rently serves as the secretary-treasurer 
of the organization. She is married 
with one son and lives in Harrogate, 
Tenn.

Joseph P. Carlino, BS’88, OD’90, 
is an optometrist for Advanced 
Healthcare in Menomonee Falls, 
Wis. His wife, Roxanne Phelps, 
BS’88, OD’90, also works for the 
organization. The couple has three 
children, Colton, Griffin, and Gi-
anna, and lives in Menomonee Falls.

1990s
Regina K. Coleman-Compton, 
BS’93, OD’95, has a private optom-
etry practice, Family Eye Care Profes-
sionals, in Pikeville, Ky. She and her 
husband, Joe, have four children — 
Josh, Ryan, Parker, and Katelyn Jo. 
Coleman-Compton lives in Pikeville.

Barbara J. Fluder, OD’93, 
opened Fluder Vision Care, a private 
optometry practice in Valparaiso, 
Ind., in November 2006. She writes 
that she is also active in community 
service groups such as Delta Theta 
Tau, a national philanthropic organi-
zation. Fluder lives in Valparaiso.

Krista Schultz Swensen, BS’93, 
OD’95, writes, “After serving in 
the U.S. Air Force in Arizona and 
practicing in Kansas City [Mo.], I am 
now blessed to be in my hometown 
of Greenville, Ohio, working part 
time at Advanced EyeCare on Main 
Street and raising our three children 
— Abby, Daniel, and Luke — with 
my husband, Tim [Res’88]. I can 
be reached at kswensen001@woh.
rr.com.”

(continued from page 4)
Class notes 

Focus on alumni accomplishments
Recent honors and appointments for IUSO alumni

continued on page 6

2008 IOA Optometrist of the Year
Linda D. Johnson, OD’78, was recognized by the American 
Optometric Association as the 2008 Optometrist of the Year 
at the annual meeting in Seattle. Johnson practices in Jack-
son, Miss., where she is the division head of Optometry Ser-
vices and Women, Infant, and Children Program Services for 
the Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive Health Center. Johnson 
has also been active in numerous service activities. This is 
the second year in a row that an IUSO alumnus has received 
this prestigious award; in 2007, Edwin C. Marshall, BA’68, 
MS’79, OD’71, was recognized for his contributions to the 
optometric profession.

Chairman, National Commission on Vision  
and Health
IU Vice President for Diversity, Equity and Multicultural 
Affairs and Professor of Optometry Edwin C. Marshall, 
BA’68, MS’79, OD’71, was appointed as chairman of the 
National Commission on Vision and Health. This multidis-
ciplinary commission was created in 2008 to improve the 
nation’s vision health by collaborating with experts in health 
care and to expand the role of optometry in public health 
policy. 

Marshall acknowledges the privilege of serving in this 
position, saying, “I very much appreciate the opportunity to 
contribute to the national debate on health care and particu-
larly the role of optometry in advancing a national agenda 
that promotes equity of access and quality vision care for all.”

Dean, Northeastern State University  
Oklahoma College of Optometry
Douglas K. Penisten, PhD, BS’77, OD’79, was named 
dean of Northeastern State University Oklahoma College 
of Optometry, effective April 1, 2009. Penisten served as 
associate dean of the Oklahoma College of Optometry since 
2000 and served as the interim dean of the NSU College of 
Science and Health Professions from 2005 to 2007. 

Vision Monday’s Most Influential Women 2008
Vision Monday named Lisa Sanford Howard, BS’84, OD’86, one of the 
optical industry’s Most Influential Women for 2008. Howard has been in 
practice for more than 20 years and owns a practice in her hometown of 
Middlesboro, Ky. She is currently the president of the Kentucky Opto-
metric Association, and she is the only woman appointed by the governor 
to serve on the Kentucky Board of Examiners. Howard is active in her 
community and was chosen for this honor for her outstanding leadership 
in the profession and as a role model for women in optometry.

Penisten

Marshall

Johnson

Sanford Howard



Bruce A. Lidkea, OD’94, is the 
owner of Drs. Lidkea, Elliott, and Lid-
kea Optometry Clinic in Fort Frances, 
Ontario, Canada. He also serves on the 
board of directors for the Ontario Asso-
ciation of Optometrists. Lidkea recently 
received a Provincial Volunteer Service 
Award for establishing a youth bagpipe 
teaching program for the Fort Frances 
Highlanders Pipes and Drums band, for 
which he has served as musical director 
for seven years. He and his wife, Jenni-
fer, have two children — Cameron, and 
Piper. The family lives in Fort Frances.

Sara Wakefield Brown, BA’95, 
OD’99, an optometrist who lives in 
Katy, Texas, gave birth to her second 
child, Owen Kyle Brown in February 
2008. She and her husband, Keith, have 
another son, Andrew.

Gregory S. Black, OD’96, is an 
assistant professor of optometry at 
Nova Southeastern University in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and chief of primary-
care service at The Eye Institute, also in 
Fort Lauderdale. His wife, Julie (Tyler), 
OD’96, is an associate professor of op-
tometry at Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity. The couple writes that, in August 
2008, they lectured on the cruise ship 
Carnival Freedom in the Mediterranean. 
The Blacks live in Plantation, Fla.

Peter S. Kollbaum, BS’97, OD’99, 
MS/PhD’07, is an assistant professor in 

Nicole Bonham, OD’05, is an 
optometrist for EyeCare Specialists in 
Brazil, Ind. She also serves as president 
of the Western Indiana Optometric So-
ciety. Bonham lives in Terre Haute, Ind.

Jamie L. Ertl, OD’05, is an optom-
etrist working at the Bellin Medical 
Group’s eye clinic in Brillion, Wis. She 
lives in Green Bay, Wis.

Missi Webb, OD’05, is a partner 
for Woodruff & Webb Optometry in 
Columbus, Ind., where she has worked 
as an optometrist since graduating from 
IU. She lives in Columbus.

Jennifer Weier, OD’07, recently 
completed her optometry residency at 
the St. Louis VA Medical Center and 
has accepted a position with Gundersen 
Lutheran Medical Clinics.  She lives in 
Decorah, Iowa.

Michelle Garcia Smoot, BA’04, 
OD’08, is a visiting faculty member in 
the IU School of Optometry in Bloom-
ington. Her husband, Anthony Klint 
Smoot, AS’07, is an assistant manager 
in the optical lab of the IU School of 
Optometry, and is pursuing studies in 
geometric optics. The couple lives in 
Bloomington.

(continued from page 5)
Class notes the IU School of Optometry in Bloom-

ington. He writes that the school’s doc-
tor of optometry class of 1999 10-year 
reunion will be held in conjunction 
with the Indiana Optometric Asso-
ciation’s fall seminar in Bloomington, 
Oct. 7-8. Those who are interested in 
attending should contact Kollbaum at 
kollbaum@indiana.edu. Kollbaum’s wife, 
Elli (Reichelt), OD’97, is a clinical 
assistant professor in the IU School of 
Optometry. The couple lives in Bloom-
ington.

Carla R. Teso, BS’97, OD’00, is an 
optometrist who splits her time between 
a private practice in Attica, Ind., and a 
commercial practice in Lafayette, Ind. 
Her daughter, Mia, was born in Septem-
ber 2007. Teso lives in Lafayette.

Shital Sheth Chatwani, BS’98, 
OD’01, has a private optometry practice 
in Newark, Calif. She writes. “Having a 
private practice as a recent graduate is an 
amazing dream come true. I have a very 
supportive husband who works at eBay, 
and a 4-year-old daughter named Diya.” 
Chatwani lives in Fremont, Calif.

Julie Shideler Manry, OD’98, is an 
optometrist for Sears Optical in Marion, 
Ind. She and her husband, Aaron, have 
two daughters — Anna and Emily. The 
family lives in Marion.

2000s
Julie A. Ferguson, BS’04, OD’06, prac-
tices optometry in Missouri. She lives in 
West Plains, Mo.

IUSO Online Continuing Education

Remember that IUSO offers many continuing education (CE) courses 
online. These courses are COPE-approved and cover a variety of top-
ics. The Indiana Optometry Board currently accepts three credit hours 
biennially of online CE, however, there is no limit on therapeutic hours 
obtained online at this time. 

For a list of courses, visit: http://www.opt.indiana.edu/ce/online.html. 

NOTE: Optometrist licenses and Optometric Legend Drug Certificates expire 
on April 1 of even-numbered years; the next renewal date is April 1, 2010.
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(continued from page 2)
Dean’s report

and streamlining of the clinics 
to enhance teaching and patient 
care, relocating and remodeling 
pre-clinic, upgrading equipment in 
pre-clinic and clinics, and remod-
eling research space. 

I divide my days between my 
two offices — one here in the 
School of Optometry and the 
other in the office of vice provost 
for research in Franklin Hall. The 
past 11 months have been busy, 
but I am honored to help the 
school in a time of need.  

From one alumna to another, 
please come and visit. You will find 
much of which to be proud!  
— Sarita Soni, MS’79, OD’76, 
Interim Dean and IU Vice Provost 
for Research



Annual Complimentary
Belgian Waffle Breakfast
with special guest Tom Crean, 
IU head men’s basketball coach

Immediate Release

To: Optometry alumni

Re: Annual Belgian

Waffle Breakfast

The Annual Belgian Waffle Breakfast 

is hosted by your IU Optometry 

Alumni Association with support from 

Interstate Optical.

R.S.V.P. by Oct. 1 to 

opt@alumni.iu.edu or 

(800) 824-3044.

Tom Crean was named the 28th Hoosier men’s basketball head coach 

at Indiana University in 2008. He is a two-time recipient of the Ray Meyer 

Conference USA, NABC District XI and USBWA District V Coach of the 

Year awards, and in 2003 won the Coach Clair Bee Award as well as being 

named a finalist for the Naismith National Coach of the Year Award.

Crean came to IU from Marquette University. In his nine years with 

the Golden Eagles, Crean’s teams earned five NCAA Tournament bids, one 

more than the previous four Marquette coaches had in the 16 years prior 

to his arrival. The Golden Eagles earned trips to the National Invitation 

Tournament in both 2003-04 and 2004-05, their final two seasons in 

Conference USA. Crean’s breakthrough season came in 2001-02, as he coached 

Marquette to the team’s first NCAA Tournament appearance since 1997. 

Prior to his arrival in Milwaukee, Crean served under Tom Izzo 

on the Michigan State basketball staff for four seasons, holding 

the position of associate head coach the last two. Crean also 

served as the Spartans’ recruiting coordinator, where he routinely 

lured some of the nation’s top talent to East Lansing. In Crean’s 

four years on Izzo’s staff, the Spartans made four consecutive 

postseason appearances, including a trip to the 1999 Final Four. 

Earlier in his career, Crean spent the 1994-95 season as an 

assistant coach at Pittsburgh and served as the associate head 

coach at Western Kentucky from 1990 to 1994. In each of his 

final two seasons with WKU, they earned a berth in the NCAA 

Tournament. Crean got his start in coaching on the Division I level 

in 1989-90, serving on Jud Heathcote’s staff at Michigan State.

A native of Mount Pleasant, Mich., Crean earned his bachelor’s 

degree in parks and recreation with a minor in psychology from 

Central Michigan in 1989. While pursuing his degree, Crean coached 

basketball at Alma College and Mount Pleasant High School.

Crean and his wife, Joani, have three children Megan, Riley,  

and Ainsley.

Thursday, October 8, at 7 a.m.
Indiana Memorial Union

Federal Room 

SChOOl Of OpTOmeTry 
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the Indiana  University Alumni Association, 
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to encourage alumni interest in and support 
of Indiana University. For activities and 
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3044, or e-mail iualumni@indiana.edu.
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