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ATUMPAN

The department hosted several events 
over the past year and participated 
in many others.

In spring 2007, the Herman Hudson 
Symposium, which is prepared entirely by 
graudate students working with an advisor, 
included a Horizons of Knowledge keynote 
lecture by New York Times columnist Wil-
liam C. Rhoden. Four graduate student 
panels presented academic papers related 
to the theme “Start the Healing: Multidis-
ciplinary Solutions to Political, Social, and 
Cultural Issues in the African Diaspora.” At 
the end of the day’s activities, the students 
presented an outstanding leadership award 
to Professor Valerie Grim, chair of the 
department, and an outstanding service 
award to Professor John McCluskey, who 
advised the planning committee. Prizes for 
the best conference papers, which are cho-
sen by faculty consensus, were presented 

later at the department’s annual awards 
reception (see Student News). 

The African American Arts Institute 
Spring Concerts entertained large audi-

In October, the department held a 
reception honoring AAADS faculty 

members who have recently published or 
have forthcoming books (between 2006 
and 2008). Eight AAADS faculty mem-
bers were feted at the party, held in the 
Women’s Affairs Lounge in Memorial 
Hall. The faculty and their works are

• Associate Professor Matt Guterl: 
American Mediterranean: Southern 
Slaveholders in the Age of Emancipa-
tion, Harvard, 2008; Race, Nation, and 
Empire in American History, co-edited 
by James T. Campbell and Robert G. 
Lee, University of North Carolina Press, 
June 2008.

• Associate Professor Audrey T. 
McCluskey: The Devil You Dance 
With: Film Culture in the New South 
Africa: Interviews with Filmmakers and 
Performers, University of Illinois Press, 

AAADS celebrates faculty publications

Extracurricular activities keep AAADS energized

Second-year graduate student David Amponsah, far left, makes 
a brown bag presentation in spring 2007.

2008; Richard Pryor: The Life and Legacy of 
a ‘Crazy’ Black Man, edited with an intro-
duction, Indiana University Press, 2008; 
Frame by Frame III: A Filmography of the 
African Diasporan Image, 1994–2004, 
edited with an introduction, Indiana Uni-
versity Press 2007; Imaging Blackness: 
Race and Racial Representation in Film 
Poster Art, Indiana University Press, 2007. 

• Professor Michael Martin: Redress for 
Historical Injustices in the United States, 
co-edited with Marilyn Yaquinto, Duke 
University Press, 2007.

• Assistant Professor Micol Seigel: Un-
even Encounters: Racial Construction in the 
Americas, Duke University Press, 2008.

• Assistant Professor Stephen Selka: 
Religion and the Politics of Ethnic Identity 
in Bahia, Brazil, University Press of Florida 
(as part of its New World Diasporas book 
series), December 2007.

• Professor 
John H. Stan-
field II: Criti-
cal introduction 
to Blackways of 
Kent (1955), by 
Hylan Lewis, reis-
sue by University 

of South Carolina Press, spring 2008.
• Professor Vernon Williams: The 

Social Sciences and Theories of Race, Uni-
versity of Illinois Press, 2006.

• (Former) Assistant Professor Trica 
Keaton: Muslim Girls and the Other 
France: Race, Identity Politics, and Social 
Exclusion, Indiana University Press, 2006.

To view IU Media’s special feature on 
these books, go to http://newsinfo
.iu.edu/tips/page/normal/6455 
.html?emailID=6455.

ences during April. The 
African American Dance 
Company, directed by 
Professor Iris Rosa, 
performed in the Bus-
kirk-Chumley Theater 
on April 14, as did the 
IU Soul Revue, directed 
by Professor Nathanael 
Mahluli, on April 21. 
The African American 
Chorale Ensemble, di-
rected by Professor Keith 
McCutchen, performed 
in the Ruth N. Halls 
Theater on April 28. 

The 2007 Black 
Knowledge Bowl was 

a great success. The department was one 
of several co-sponsors for the annual trivia 

(continued on page 5)



Department News

Faculty
This past summer, Professor Marlon Bailey 
completed a comprehensive research report 
for the AIDS Project of the East Bay in 
Oakland, Calif. He was also appointed 
to the California Department of Public 
Health’s Office of AIDS’s Task Force on 
HIV/AIDS Prevention and Black Men 
Who Have Sex with Men. As a member 
of the National Black Gay Men’s Research 
Group, he helped publish a research report 
titled “The National Black Gay Men’s 
Research Agenda.” In addition, Bailey 
completed two articles: One, “Rethinking 
the African Diaspora: Ballroom Culture and 
HIV/AIDS Prevention,” will appear in the 
forthcoming collection African Diaspora: 
Race, Citizenship, and Modern Subjectivi-
ties; the other (co-authored), on “Ball-
room Culture and HIV/AIDS Prevention” 
was submitted to the Journal of Gay and 
Lesbian Social Services special issue on LG-
BTQ communities of color. 

Professor Emeritus Winona Fletcher, a 
nationally recognized theater educator, was 
honored with a display of her collection of 
theater memorabilia at the Center of Excel-
lence for the Study of Kentucky African 
Americans at Kentucky State University, 
where she began her teaching career before 
coming to IU. She lives in Frankfort, Ky.

Professor Valerie Grim, chair of the 
department, was a participant in the Agri-
cultural History Symposium, which met at 
Iowa State University, Ames, in June, par-
ticipating in a plenary session on “Region, 
Race, Religion, and the Interpretation of 
Rural Experience: Through the Lens of 
Women’s History. She also chaired and 
commented on a session on “Race, Ethnic-
ity, and Struggle.” As co-chair with Debra 
Stiles, of Nova Scotia University, Grim 
hosted the annual meeting of the interna-
tional Rural Women’s Studies Association. 
She has been involved with preparations 
for AAADS and Indiana University to host 
the 2009 Rural Women’s Studies Associa-
tion meeting. In addition, she continues 
to conduct research and work on col-
laborative publications with the United 
Negro College Fund, the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and the Pew Rural Early Education 
Initiative, which is directed by the Fred-
erick D. Patterson Research Institute. For 
the forthcoming book Training Up Our 
Children: Rural Early Childhood Education 
and African American Students, she wrote 
the chapter “The Historical and Cultural 
Contexts of Early Rural Education in Black 
Communities.” Grim received the 2007 
Distinguished Leadership Award from the 

AAADS Graduate Studies Program and the 
AAADS Graduate Student Society. She, 
along with John Nierto-Phillips (Latino 
studies) and Matthew Guterl (American 
studies), recently received a grant from the 
Multidisciplinary Ventures Fund to develop 
collaborations that concern the Afro-Latino 
Experience in the Diaspora, an interdisci-
plinary collaborative teaching project.

Professor Matt Guterl, director of the 
American Studies Program, is co-director 
of the graduate studies program in AAADS. 
In April, he and Professor Claude Clegg 
(history) took part in a roundtable discus-
sion on “The Possibilities and Pitfalls of 
the Atlantic Paradigm,” sponsored by the 
Department of History.

Professor Eileen Julien, chair of the 
Department of Comparative Literature 
and director of the Project on African 
Expressive Traditions, presented, along 
with POAET, the Literature and the Arts 
in Senegal Symposium last spring on the 
Bloomington campus. The four-day event 
featured scholarly presentations, works of 
art, and film screenings. (See the POAET 
web site at www.iub.edu/~complit/poaet 

.html.) In early summer, Julien traveled 
to Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar 
to meet with colleagues and university ad-
ministrators. She was invited also to South 
Africa, where she visited the universities of 
Cape Town, Pretoria, Stellenbosch, and 
Witwatersrand and presented papers on 
Josephine Baker’s films of the 1930s and 
on “modernity, literature, and the arts in 
Senegal.” Julien also contributed to the 
Katrina issue of Callaloo [29.4 (2006): 
1400-1403] and was interviewed by Pro-
fessor Shona Jackson on “Loss, Love, and 
the Art of Making Gumbo” for Callaloo 
[30.1 (2007): 95-109].

Professor Michael Martin, director 
of the Black Film Center/Archive, was 
recently appointed to serve on the Film 
Advisory Board of the Indiana Museum 
of Art. He chaired a panel devoted to the 
film archives at IU Bloomington during 
the conference “Film Indiana,” held on 
campus in September. His book Redress 
for Historical Injustices in the United 
States, co-edited with Marilyn Yaquinto, 
was recently published by Duke University 
Press. Last fall, he attended the Festival 

(continued on page 3)

Joining the depart-
ment this fall are 

four new faculty 
members: Professor 
Marlon Bailey, who 
will also teach in 
the Department of 
Gender Studies; Pro-
fessor Stephen 
Berrey, who has just 
finished up a year as 

a visiting professor in AAADS; Professor 
Micol Seigel, who will also teach in the 
American Studies Program; and Professor 
Stephen Selka, who specializes in Brazilian 
and transnational issues.

AAADS also welcomes three new staff 

New faculty, staff welcomed to AAADS

Bailey Berrey Seigel

Selka Hammond Huelsbeck Stewart

members: Arnell Hammond, undergradu-
ate student advisor; Mary Huelsbeck, ar-
chivist for the Black Film Center/Archive; 
and Melissa Stewart, the department’s 
financial manager.
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(continued from page 2)

Faculty notes

Panafricain du Cinema et de la Television 
de Ouagadougou, a premier film festival, 
colloquium, and film market held biannu-
ally in Burkina Faso. Martin’s encyclopedic 
article on “Diasporic Cinema” (with Mari-
lyn Yaquinto) appears in the Schirmer En-
cyclopedia of Film, published by Thompson 
Gale. For Oxford University Press, Martin 
has completed a review of a manuscript on 
Birth of a Nation.

On March 20, Professor Audrey T. Mc-
Cluskey was one of seven panelists in the 
City of Bloomington “Women of Color in 
the Workplace” Roundtable Discussion. On 
March 29, as part of the NMBCC Library’s 
10th annual Library Evening Extravaganza, 
McCluskey gave a short talk about her 
book Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial 
Representation in Film Poster Art.

Professor Emeritus James Mumford was 
given the Lifetime Achievement Award by 
the IU Groups Alumni Association in July 
2006 at the Groups Program’s reunion 
in Indianapolis. A former director of the 
Groups Theatre Project, he directed the 
Groups 2007 summer performance of Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 

Adjunct faculty notes
AAADS extends a hearty welcome to its 
newest adjunct faculty members: Karen 
Bowdre (communication and culture), 
Stephanie Carter (education), Edris 
Cooper-Anifowoshe (theatre and drama), 
Margo Crawford (English), Dionne 
Danns (HESA), Kandance Hinton (edu-
cation and leadership, Indiana State Uni-
versity), Robin Hughes (HESA, IUPUI), 
Sylvester Johnson (religious studies), 
Khalil Muhammad (history), Amrita My-
ers (history), John Nieto-Phillips (history, 
Latino studies), and Carol Polsgrove 
(journalism).

Professors Yvette Alex-Assensoh 
(political science) and Portia Maultsby 
(folklore and ethnomusicology) represent 
the Bloomington campus in the Indiana 
University Black Faculty and Staff Cau-
cus, whose mission is to hold the university 
accountable for its pledge to promote racial 
diversity. 

Professors Mellonee Burnim and Portia 
Maultsby (both folklore and ethnomusi-
cology) hosted an interdisciplinary Music 
Theory Colloquium, titled “Critiquing Af-
rican American Musics,” in March. Burnim 
and Maultsby, co-editors of the recent col-
lection of essays African American Music: 
An Introduction (Routledge, 2006), of-
fered ideas on fruitful interactions between 
ethnomusicology and music analysis.

In March, Professor Edris Cooper-Ani-
fowoshe (theatre and drama) presented 
a reading from one of her new plays and 
offered remarks about her specialty areas 
of African and African American theater as 
part of the NMBCC Library’s 10th annual 
Library Evening Extravaganza. She directed 
a premiere of Cassandra Medley’s play 
Relativity at the Southern Rep Theatre in 
New Orleans and was the dramaturg for 
Julie Hebert’s new play, Tree, at the 30th 
anniversary of the Bay Area Playwright’s 
Festival at the Magic Theatre in San 
Francisco. Cooper-Anifowoshe was the key 
artist and lead theater teacher for Creative 
Forces, a youth drama program at Math 
and Science High School in New Orleans. 
Last summer, she directed the premiere of 
Cassandra Medley’s play Relativity.

Professor George Hutchinson (Eng-
lish), chair of the Department of English 
and the Booth Tarkington Professor of 
Literary Studies, is the editor of The Cam-
bridge Companion to the Harlem Renais-
sance, which was published by Cambridge 
University Press in July. His 2006 book In 
Search of Nella Larsen: A Biography of the 
Color Line has taken numerous national 
honors: Best Non-Fiction of 2006, Wash-
ington Post Book World; Editors’ Choice for 
2006, Booklist; New York Times Book Review 

From the chair

Valerie Grim

AAADS is ‘busy as a bee in high summer’

(continued on page 5)

While the new academic year progresses 
into autumn, the IU Department 

of African American and African Diaspora 
Studies stays as busy as a bee in high sum-
mer. The academic calendar knows no slack 
time for a faculty that is actively pursuing 
research, community projects, and mentor-
ing students — in addition to teaching. 
Our students stay busy too, going abroad 
to assist in philantropic endeavors, staying 
on campus to work with Upward Bound 
and other programs.

We are particularly proud at the moment 
because six current faculty members and 
one former member have published or have 
forthcoming books in the offing (see story 
on page 1). A well-attended reception to 
honor these authors took place on Oct. 5.

Here are highlights of some of the 
department’s current undertakings:

• Undergraduate studies
The number of active majors and minors 

in AAADS, as well as the number of “pre-
majors” who plan to join the department, 
continues to grow. Arnell Hammond, 
the undergraduate advisor, attends the 
annual Freshman Reception and Ma-
jors Expo and meets with campus units 

— such as Groups, the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Hudson-Holland Scholars 
— to recruit majors into the department. 
She and Professor Fred McElroy, direc-
tor of undergraduate studies, are revising 
the AAADS entries in the College Bulletin 
and preparing a rationale for reconstruct-

Professor Iris Rosa was promoted to full 
professor last fall and is currently serving 
as co-director for graduate studies. She 
was one of four choreographers commis-
sioned to create a large piece, titled Grow, 
Move, and Change, to reflect the challenges 
and successes of the IU School of Health, 
Physical Education, and Recreation’s 
commitment to diversity and freedom of 
expression. Rosa was a recipient of the 
Creative Arts Renewal Fellowship from the 
Arts Council of Indianapolis, and she has 
been named an adjunct professor in the 
Department of Kinesiology’s Contempo-
rary Modern Dance Program. 

Professor Vernon Williams has been 
appointed general editor for the Associa-
tion of Black Anthropologists. His duties 
include overseeing the association’s journal, 
Transforming Anthropology, and the ABA’s 
web site, as well as contributing a column 
to the monthly newsletter of the Asso-
ciation of American Anthropology. The 
University of Illinois Press has nominated 
Williams’s recent book The Social Sciences 
and Theories of Race for the Myers Center 
Outstanding Book Award, given by the 
Gustavus Meyers Center for the Study of 
Bigotry and Human Rights.

(continued on page 6)
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The department wel-
comed a new cohort 

of master’s students with a 
pitch-in dinner in August. 
Despite the heat, faculty, staff, 
and other graduate students 
took the opportunity to get 
acquainted with the incom-
ing class, which includes Rika 
Anzawa, Tsuda College, 
Japan; Delphine Criscenzo, 
L’Université de Provence, 
France; June Evans, Mills 
College, Oakland, Calif.; 
Jean-Christophe Henry, 
L’Université Provence, 
France; Katelyn Hipskind, 
Depauw University, Greencas-
tle, Ind.; and Danton Wims, 
Indiana University.

AAADS awards go to 
students, faculty, staff
The 2007 AAADS Graduate Student 
Appreciation and Award Reception, held 
on April 20, brought together students, 
faculty, and staff to celebrate of a year of 
accomplishment. Professor A.B. Assensoh, 
director of graduate studies, welcomed 
the attendees, Professor Emeritus William 
Wiggins offered words of encouragement 
to the first-year graduate students, and a 
number of awards were presented by vari-
ous faculty members. The recipients and 
their awards are

• Damien Strecker and Phillip Wag-
ner: William Wiggins Award for Outstand-
ing Associate Instructor;

• Diane Perry and April Smith: Phyllis 
Klotman Outstanding Thesis/Creativity 
Award;

• Femina Ajayi and Sara Bagby: 
Winona Fletcher Outstanding Leadership 
Award;

• Garlia Jones: Community Outreach 
Award (for her AIDS-related work; this is 
the second year in a row for her to win this 
award!);

• David Amponsah, Alyssa Liles-
Amponsah, Regina Barnett, and Katie 
Dieter: AAADS Medals of Honor (for their 
service to AAADS;

• Evelyn Hamilton, Hassan Wahab, 
and Damien Strecker: Hudson Symposium 
Best Conference Paper awards (for the best 
conference papers);

• Carol Edge: AAADS Chair’s Award 
for Outstanding Contributions (for work in 
media relations and communications);

• Claudia Drieling: Outstanding Ser-
vice Award (for her five years of service in 
teaching, mentoring, programming, and 
outreach on behalf of AAADS);

• Professor A.B. Assensoh: AAADS 
Appreciation Award (for services rendered 
as director of graduate studies, with special 
distinction for contributions made to stu-
dent publishing); and

• Michelle Fleener, Yunika Jackson, 
and Hannah Wheatley: Gift Certificates 
(from the faculty, for their service and com-
mitment to the work of AAADS).

On April 18, the Graduation Recogni-
tion Luncheon for AAADS undergraduates 
was held in the Coronation Room of the 
Tudor Room (IMU). Hannah Wheatley, 
then-undergraduate advisor, welcomed 
the students, and Professor Valerie Grim, 
chair of the department, congratulated 
the new graduates and wished them well. 
Certificates of Appreciation were awarded 

Student Notebook

by Professor Fred McElroy, director for 
undergraduate studies. 

Tijideen Rowley was presented with the 
Undergraduate Award for Best Academic 
Performance in recognition of his accom-
plishments as an honors student. Rowley 
spoke briefly about the importance of 
believing in oneself.

The December 2006 graduates are Mary 
Davis, Andrea De La Rosa, Terrance 
Dennie, and Alise Phillips. Those who 
graduated in May 2007 are Shirley Payne, 
Akwete Purifoy, Tahira Purifoy, Tiji-
deen Rowley, Majabeen Siddiqui, Olivia 
Swanson, and Ladonna Wiggins. The Au-
gust 2007 graduates are Ebony Crocker, 
Charles “Chase” Jackson, Leila Price, 
Tykia Rodger, Shaquan Walker, Shila 
Wickware, and Kyra Willingham.

This newsletter is published by the IU 
Alumni Association, in cooperation with the 
Department of African American & African 
Diaspora Studies and the College of Arts & 
Sciences Alumni Association, to encourage 
alumni interest in and support for Indiana 
University. For activities and membership 
information, call (800) 824-3044 or send 
e-mail to iualumni@indiana.edu.
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Editor .................................Carol Edge
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Dean ....................Bennett I. Bertenthal
Executive Director of Development 
 & Alumni Programs ......... David Ellies

IU Alumni Association
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 Programs ......................... Nicki Bland
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Pitch-in dinner welcomes new students to AAADS.

New cohort welcomed with food, fun, festivity

We’d love to hear from you!

Talk to the Drum:
Use the form on page 6 to send us 
a note about what you’re doing. 

Undergraduate AAADS students arrive for 
the annual luncheon held in their honor.
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Talking  Drum

Cameron Beatty is now the academic 
mentoring coordinator for the Office of 
Mentoring Services and Leadership Devel-
opment (formerly known as FASE) on the 
IU Bloomington campus. 

Afena Cobham, MA’00, has been 
named assistant provost for student life at 
the University of Denver, effective June 1. 
Not only a member of the AAADS first 
cohort of MA students, Cobham also made 
history at IU by becoming the first recipi-
ent of the master’s of arts in African Ameri-
can and African diaspora studies. She has a 
BA in mass communication, a master’s of 
education in student personnel and higher 
education, and a doctorate in higher educa-
tion and student affairs.

Tiffany T. Dow, BA’99, opened A 
Shade of Gray, an independent bookstore 
in Indianapolis. The books in the store are 
geared toward women, people of color, 
and the GLBT community. Her store is 
featured in the Aug. 17, 2006, Indianapo-
lis Star article “Turing a Page, Finding a 
Niche.”

Ryan K. Gardner, BA’00, JD’04, prac-
tices at Lewis Wagner in Indianapolis. He 
serves as the Marion County Bar Associa-
tion representative for the Indianapolis Bar 
Association.

Dennis Givens, MA’04, plans to return 
to IU to pursue a doctorate in education. 
Since earning his MA in AAADS, he has 
been teaching at several Indiana colleges, 
including Ivy Tech in Indianapolis.

 Crystal G. Livers-Powers, BA’96, was 
selected to the Stanley K. Lacy Executive 
Leadership Series Class XXXI. She is the 
director of media relations for Indianapo-
lis Power & Light Co. Livers-Powers is a 
member of the Indianapolis chapter of the 
International Association of Business Com-
municators.

Dawn L. Ridley, BA’91, was promoted 
to senior vice president for the National 
Football League Players Inc. in Wash-
ington, D.C., the licensing and marketing 
subsidiary of the NFL Players Association. 
She had served as vice president of corporate 
marketing and business development since 
2002. In this new role, Ridley is responsible 
for managing and directing the company’s 
$750 million retail-licensing business. She 
also supervises corporate marketing and 
business development efforts and assists in 
overall operation and management. Ridley 
was a 2006 honoree at the annual 40 Under 
Forty Achievement Awards ceremony of the 
The Network Journal, a New York City-
based magazine that focuses on African-
American professional and business owners.

Remember AAADS

The Depart-
ment of 

African American 
& African Dias-
pora Studies invites 
all alumni and 
friends to stay in 
touch. Contact the 
department by e-mail at aaads@indiana 
.edu. Visit our web site at www.indiana 
.edu/~afroamer to see what’s new since 
you were at IU. Use the coupon on the 
back of this newsletter to send us your 
news. When you’re ready to give back 
to your home department at your alma 
mater, make a contribution to AAADS 
in care of the IU Foundation. Write 
account #32AS58023 in the memo line 
of your check and mail it to IU Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 500, Bloomington, IN 
47402. Stay in touch!

bowl. In the undergraduate competition, 
first place went to Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority (Gamma Nu chapter). In the 
graduate contest, the “Poor Righteous 
Scholars” carried away first place. The latter 
team consisted of AAADS students Cory 
Brodnax (captain), Katie Dieter, Regina 
Barnett, Alyssa Amponsah, David Am-
ponsah, and alternate Clark Whitlow.

In the 2006–07 Guest Lecture Series, 
Mama Charlotte Hill O’Neal, former Black 
Panther and activist/resident of Tanzania, 
spoke about “Rituals and Spirituality to 
Bond Our Communities” on Sept. 19. 
On Sept. 27, Sabine Broeck, professor 
of literature and African American stud-
ies and American studies at the University 
of Bremen, Germany, and head of the 
international Collegium on African Ameri-
can Research, spoke on “The Erotics of 
African-American Endurance, Or: On the 
Right Side of History? White (West) Ger-
man Public Sentiment Between Pornotrop-
ing and Civil Rights Solidarity.”

On Sept. 12, professors Valerie Grim 

(continued from page 1)
Extracurricular and Carolyn Calloway-Thomas (commu-

nication and culture) and former AAADS 
student Cameron Beatty spoke at a forum 
on “Empowering People of Color in the 
Aftermath of Katrina — One Year Later,” 
co-sponsored by AAADS.

In the 2006–07 Brown Bag Lecture Se-
ries, presentations were made by graduate 
students Femina Ajayi, Phillip Wagner, 
Regina Barnett, Alyssa Liles-Amponsah, 
David Amponsah, Langston Wilkins, and 
Sara Bagby.

Beginning this academic year, the 
Second Wednesday Brown Bag Lunch 
Seminars (formerly the Brown Bag Series) 
will highlight new research and creative 
activity by faculty and graduate students, as 
well as by other local researchers. 

The Critical Issues Lecture Series (for-
merly the Guest Lecture Series) will bring 
in two speakers each year to focus on the 
responses to critical issues facing the black 
world community.

For more information about the con-
tents of these lectures and activities, as well 
as photographs, visit the department’s web 
site at www.indiana.edu/~afroamer.     

(continued from page 3)
From the chair

ing departmental requirements for majors, 
double majors, interdepartmental majors, 
and minors.

• Graduate studies
Professor Iris Rosa, co-director of grad-

uate studies, is preparing recruitment ma-
terials for the master’s program in AAADS. 
Graduate students attended a workshop 
through the Teaching Resources Center in 
September. The October workshop focused 
on writing. Professor Matt Guterl, also 
co-director of graduate studies, is preparing 
revisions to the Graduate Bulletin. The text 
of a declaration of graduate student voting 
rights for the departmental handbook has 
been submitted for faculty approval.

• PhD proposal
The proposal for a doctorate in AAADS 

continues to work through the required 
phases of approval and has received strong 
support along the way. Watch the depart-
ment’s web site for news in the meantime.

• Dual MFA in AAADS/English
The dual MFA proposal between the de-

partments of African American and African 
Diaspora Studies and English is well on its 
way. After being unanimously accepted by 
both departments during the last academic 
year, it is now being reviewed by the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences.

No matter how busy we are, we’re never 
too busy to see our alumni. Whether you 
knew us as the Department of Afro-Ameri-
can Studies, the Department of African 
American Studies, or Department of Afri-
can American and African Diaspora Studies, 
we’re your home at IU. Come see us!

5



 Printed on recycled paper in U.S.A.

Nonprofit Org.
Postage

PAID

Indiana University
Alumni Association

Name _________________________________________ Date____________________
Preferred name __________________________________________________________
Last name while at IU _____________________________________________________ 
IU Degree(s)/Yr(s) _______________________________________________________
University i.d. # (PeopleSoft) or last four digits of Soc. Sec. # ___________________
Home address ___________________________________________________________
Home phone ____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________  State________  Zip____________________
Business title ____________________________________________________________
Company/Institution _____________________________________________________
Company address ________________________________________________________
Work phone _____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________  State________  Zip____________________
E-mail __________________________________________________________________
Home page URL _________________________________________________________
Mailing address preference:    ❍  Home ❍  Business
Spouse name ____________________________________________________________
Last name while at IU _____________________________________________________
IU Degree(s)/Yr(s) _______________________________________________________
Your news:  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

❍ Please send me information about IUAA membership.

IUAA membership supports and includes membership in the College of Arts and  
Sciences Alumni Association and your local alumni chapter. You may join online  

at www.alumni.indiana.edu or by calling (800) 824-3044.

Attach additional pages if necessary. Mail to the address above, or fax to (812) 855-8266.

AAADS Alumni & Friends: What’s new with you?
The IU Alumni Association is charged with maintaining records for all IU alumni.  
Please print as much of the following information as you wish. Its purpose, in addition to 
providing us with your class note, is to keep IU’s alumni records accurate and up to date.  
To verify and update your information online, visit our online alumni directory at 
www.alumni.indiana.edu/directory.

✄

Editors’ Choice, September 2006; nomina-
tion for the Pulitzer Prize in Biography; 
Bronze Medal, Independent Publishers 
Book Award for Biography; and Honorable 
Mention, Association of American Publish-
ers Book Award for Scholarly Biography.

Professor Frank Motley (law), IU 
associate vice chancellor for academic 
support, was presented with the National 
Bar Association’s first annual Leadership 
Service Award for his “more than 20 years 
of outstanding service as a trailblazer for 
diversity in admissions and for his overall 
contributions to the African-American legal 
community.”

Professor Amrita Chakrabarti My-
ers (history) won a research grant from 
the Institute for Southern Studies at the 
University of South Carolina in June. In 
May, she presented “Convoluted Chimera: 
Cecille Langlois Cogdell and the Nature of 
Race in Antebellum South Carolina” at the 
Caribbean Studies Association in Salvador, 
Brazil. In April, she gave an invited lecture 
on “The Importance of African American 
History” at Austin Peay State University in 
Tennessee.

Professor Carol Polsgrove (journalism) 
presented a paper, titled “A Longstand-
ing Link: George Padmore and the Bond 
Between African and African American 
Liberation Movements,” at the “Little 
Rock Desegregation Crisis: Fifty Years 
Later” conference in Little Rock, Ark., on 
Sept. 7. The paper draws on research for 
Polsgrove’s book-in-progress, a study of 
a London-based community of Africans 
and West Indians who used publishing to 
oppose British rule in Africa during the 
years 1934 to 1959. The conference was 
sponsored by the University of Arkansas.
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