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Linguistic anthropologists study the richness 
and complexity of  talk in all facets of  life. They 
investigate everything from teasing and storytelling 
to prayer and political speeches. At the same time, 
they investigate the diverse ways that languages are 
organized, how they function, and how they change  
through time. In your lingusitic anthropology 
courses you will learn how the careful study of  
grammatical structure and patterns of  language 
use can provide unique insights into the nature 
of  culture, history, and human society. You will 
discover how people use their linguistic abilities to 
negotiate, contest and reproduce their identities and 
the social world around them. In addition, you will 
have the opportunity to help record and document 
Native North American and Latin American 
languages and to develop educational materials 
for communities who are determined to save their 
languages from extinction. 

Biological anthropologists examine the adaptation, 
variation, and evolutionary history of  humans 
and other primates, living and extinct. In your 
biological anthropology courses you will have the 
opportunity to investigate the relationship between 
biology, culture, subsistence and health, to study 
human growth and development, evolutionary 
theory, skeletal biology, paleopathology, molecular 
anthropology and ancient DNA. You will also 
have hands-on opportunities to do comparative 
paleoanthropological research with both fossil 
hominoids and living chimpanzees. Many biological 
anthropologists work in health-related fields. A 
variety of  laboratory, field, and service learning 
opportunities are available for people who learn 
research skills in our courses.

Archaeologists investigate the artifacts and other 
material remains of  cultures in the recent and 
distant past.  In your archaeology courses you will 
learn how to reconstruct ancient ways of  life and 
how to interpret processes of  cultural change in 
varied environmental, social, ideological, economic, 
and political contexts.  You will explore the 
archaeology of  human origins, the evolutionary 
ecology of  early hominoids, culture contact, 
household production, zooarcheology, ceremonial 
behavior, and lithic and ceramic technologies. You 
will also have the unique opportunity to study the 
ethics and social context of  archaeological research.  
We offer you strong programs in the archaeology of  
North American, Mexico and the Caribbean, as well 
as paleoanthropology in Africa.

Socio-cultural anthropologists use a holistic 
approach to the study of  human cultures and 
societies, urban and rural, at home and abroad.  
In your socio-cultural anthropology course you 
will explore a wide range of  topics, including 
the interaction between people and their 
environments, development and globalization, 
gender, kinship, ethnicity, migration, transnational 
movements, nationalism and identity, religious 
practice, ritual and celebration, art and 
performance, tourism, health and foodways. You 
will learn ethnographic methods of  establishing 
cross-cultural relationships, observing by 
participating, formal and informal interviewing, 
and how to assemble a holistic analysis from 
materials as different as archival records, GIS data, 
satellite imagery and oral poetry. This knowledge 
and these skills have many applications to public 
policy, business, social services, and community life. 



	


