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Spring 2010

Dear alumni and friends of  the College of  Arts and Sciences:
 
With this issue of  THE COLLEGE magazine, we did indeed consider 
another Perspective ... quite a number of  them in fact! We asked a 
cross-section of  our readers — alumni, donors and faculty among them 
— about our magazine and what they would like to see in each issue. 
Responses to our readership survey yielded tremendous insight and 
feedback from our audience and their interests regarding the magazine.

Armed with that information, we introduce our updated design, look and content for THE COLLEGE 
magazine. We specifically want to highlight the successes of  our faculty, students, curricula, programs, and 
alumni using regularly appearing departments in every issue:

• Groundbreaker, which highlights key research by faculty and/or graduate students, and how they 
have advanced the frontiers of  knowledge. It addresses the question: “What are we doing in the 
College to change the world?”  

• Imprint, in which we examine unique curricula or programs, told from the students’ point of  view, 
in the College and the ways in which these learning experiences impact their lives. It answers the 
question: “How are we empowering our students to shape their own futures?”

• Spotlight, our cover story and center-stage feature. It tells the reader “What’s the WOW moment 
right now for the College?” We couldn’t be prouder of  the subject of  this issue’s cover story: Mutsa 
Mutembwa, our newly minted Rhodes Scholar.

• Portrait, which paints a picture about successful College alumni from a myriad of  careers, degrees 
and backgrounds. It tells our readers how the College and IU have made a difference in the lives and 
careers of  our alumni.

• Learn, Earn Return, which celebrates the many ways in which our alumni give back to make the 
College, our departments and programs stronger and better.

• Perspective, the column you are reading now, a message from the dean of  the College.

Occasional departments will include One to Watch, which will feature current students, young alumni and 
young faculty with great potential for success, Trailblazer, which highlight alumni who have forged new 
possibilities, broken the glass ceiling, or created new opportunities in their career disciplines, and other feature 
stories with timely news about the College.

With former College Dean Bennett Bertenthal resigning the dean position this past spring to return to teaching 
and research, I am delighted to once again be serving as interim dean of  the College of  Arts and Sciences. I 
would be interested to read your feedback on the redesign of  the magazine and the content of  this issue. Please 
send your comments and suggestions to me at asalumni@indiana.edu.

I hope to see many of  you back on our beautiful campus this coming year.

      Sincerely yours,

      David Zaret
      Interim Dean

~ PERSPECTIVE ~
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~ PORTRAIT ~ 

I
t is always difficult to put a dollar figure on the value 
of  an undergraduate liberal arts education, but Wendi 
Fogelson, who earned her BA with a French major in 
1975, can easily rate it in the millions of  dollars. That’s 
how much she saved her employer, American Express, 

in potential taxes assessed by the French taxing authorities, 
thanks in part to her take-the-bull-by-the-horns approach to 
life, and to her ability to speak French.  

Born and raised in South Bend, Ind., Fogelson was the first in 
her family to graduate from college, and aspired to become 
a teacher. She started off  at Michigan State and went to 
the I’Université de Haute Bretagne in Rennes, France, for her 
sophomore year. Tight finances forced her to switch to IU 
upon her return, and she fell in love the moment she got to 
Bloomington. “I have kicked myself  so many times since then! 
Why did I feel I had to go out of  state when happiness was 
in my backyard, at a much more reasonable price? I lived in 
Wright Quad, where we were proximate to all the arts and 
there were a lot of  students in the creative and performing arts. 
It was the perfect place to parachute into as a transfer student,” 
she pauses for breath and adds, “I loved my courses. I don’t 
think I had a dog of  a course or a dog of  a professor my whole 
time at IU.”

Two stints as a volunteer teacher convinced her that she wasn’t 
cut out for the job, so at her mother’s urging, she decided to go 
to law school. She graduated from the American University law 
school in 1978 and immediately went to work as a corporate 
tax lawyer. She landed at American Express in 1988, eventually 
becoming Senior Vice President and head of  the Global Tax 
department, and  that’s how she got into the hot seat with the 
government of  France. 

That certain je ne sais quoi: 
A portrait of Wendi Fogelson, BA ‘75

It was a made-for-Hollywood scene, says Fogelson. The 
company had unexpectedly received a very large tax 
assessment, right before Christmas — a common practice 
by the French taxing authorities, but nevertheless a potential 
bookkeeping and profit-loss nightmare for American Express.  
Never one to shy away from a challenge and despite hiring 
local counsel, “I decided it would make a better impression 
if, as head of  American Express’s global tax function, I went 
to the appeal, to show we were taking this seriously,” she says. 
Before embarking for Paris, she dreamt up an even bolder 
idea: to dispel the image of  the Ugly American stereotype, she 
would make an opening statement to the French authorities. 
In French. She wrote her statement on the plane, presented 
the idea to her French colleagues, who helped her correct and 
polish the speech, and plunged ahead.

“It was the smartest and the luckiest thing we could have 
done for the company,” she says. There she was, face to face 
with more than a half-dozen serious-looking Frenchmen, 
government bureaucrats all. “I was nervous, to say the least. 
But about 20 seconds into my statement I looked at their faces, 
and I saw them soften. Then they were all smiling. When I 
finished, they all clapped, and it really set the stage for us to 
have a much more reasonable negotiation with the French 
government. Thank God my IU French education let me 
follow along without needing an interpreter. When I got back 
to New York, I was pretty confident that we’d made positive 
strides. My boss came up and said, ‘I hear that you are a hero,’ 
and that’s when I knew that things would go our way. “
  
So, what would she say to someone heading to college in 2010? 
“I absolutely would major in French if  I had it to do all over 
again. And for anyone studying a language — go for a total 
immersion program if  you can.” n

Photo by James Nubile of Fly on the Wall Productions.
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~ ONE TO WATCH ~ 

Break a leg, Mandy: 

“Mandy Striph is one in a million. Not only possessing 
enormous talent as an actor/singer/dancer, Mandy is 

an excellent student as well as a natural leader. I have 
no doubt that Mandy will be highly successful in the 

professional world of musical theatre. Our collaborations 
together in Oklahoma!, The Rockae, The Wild Party, 
All Night Strut and others have been an absolute joy. 

I look forward to following her career!”
– George Pinney

Professor and Director of  Musical Theatre 
Department of  Theatre and Drama 

Musical Theatre senior Amanda Striph

Photos courtesy of Indiana University

A
manda Striph has known since she was very 
young — age 3 or 4 — that a life on stage was 
the life for her. “My dad took me to see 101 
Dalmatians at a theatre near us.  He painted my 
face and I wore a spotted t-shirt. They needed 

an audience volunteer and I was on the aisle, face painted, a 
ready-made child volunteer. I had to get up onstage and be 
a watch dog while the puppies escaped, and bark at the bad 
guys.  After that, there was no other option for me.”

Mandy, as she prefers to be called, is in the first class of  
students to graduate this spring from the Bachelor of  Fine 
Arts program in Musical Theatre. The program provides 
superior training in acting, dancing and singing, within the 
context of  a strong liberal arts education. 

Competition to get in is fierce; hundreds of  would-
be majors audition every year for the dozen spots in the 
IU program. All Musical Theatre programs require an 
audition, a nerve-wracking proposition for a prospective 
student.  “You prepare 16-32 bars of  music from 2 
contrasting songs and a monologue.  Go in, do your stuff  
for 2 minutes, go to a dance call, and leave. How are they 
supposed to get to know you from that?” 

“IU was totally different. IU had the dance call, then 
a miniature acting/musical theatre workshop, then the 
singing/acting audition, tours, students milling around to 
answer questions, it was great! Leaving, I felt like the faculty 
and students at least knew me a little bit,” Mandy says.

“And George Pinney, the head of  my program, is 
brilliant. He treated me so well when I came to audition.  
When I came back later to look at the school, he made sure I 
saw a show, invited me to cast parties, and really tried. I felt 
like he genuinely cared.  He’s the reason I came to IU.”

While at IU, she has appeared in many major roles, but 

has some definite preferences.  “In a tragedy, my favorite 
role was Mrs. Johnstone in Blood Brothers,” she says, “In a 
comedy it was Ado Annie in Oklahoma. Mrs. Johnstone gave 
me the chance to flex my acting muscles a little bit.  She’s 
a great deal older than me and is going through things I’ve 
never experienced.  Ado Annie 
was just plain fun — flighty, 
confused, and pleasantly naive. 
And I had a great wig.”

Many people in 
Bloomington know Mandy as 
the voice of  WFIU’s A Moment 
of Science. Landing that gig 
was, she says, an accident.   
“My friend was going to the 
auditions and told me about 
it,” she says. “I was always 
good at science and liked 
academics and decided I should go. So I printed out the 
science fact to memorize, went in that night, did it, and was 
told later on that I got it. It was a great experience.  And now 
I can tell everyone I’m on iTunes free podcasts!”

Though she’s excited about graduating, she has some 
pangs about leaving Bloomington behind. “I’m going to miss 
the collegiate feel,” she says. “Indiana just feels like home. 
The four of  us who are graduating are spearheading a brand 
new degree and are the inaugural class.  We’re very proud to 
be building a new tradition.”

Next steps for this singing-dancing-acting triple threat? 
After a stint this spring as Anita in the Jacobs School of  
Music’s production of  West Side Story … look out, Broadway. 
Mandy plans to be living in New York and auditioning for 
parts by the end of  the year. n
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~ ONE TO WATCH ~ 

Robert Clift Wears Two Hats: 

R
obert Clift is writing his dissertation, a tall 
order on its own. But during his years as a 
student at IU, he’s been equally busy with 
another enormous project, a documentary 
called “Blacking UP,” that recently 

aired on PBS stations around the country, to critical 
and intellectual acclaim. The film explores tensions 
surrounding white participation in hip-hop culture; 
bloggers and the national media alike have paid a great 
deal of  attention.

Clift writes, “Popularly referred to by derogatory terms 
such as “wannabe” or “wigger,” the figure of  the white 
person who identifies with hip-hop often invokes heated 
responses. For some, it is an example of  cultural progress 
— a movement toward a color-blind America. For others, 
it is just another case of  cultural theft and mockery — a 
repetition of  a racist past.” 

Interviewees included Amiri Baraka, author of  Blues 
People; Russell Simmons, CEO of  Def  Jam Records; 
Chuck D of  Public Enemy; Power (Oli Grant), manager of  
the Wu-Tang Clan; rapper Vanilla Ice; and Paul Mooney, a 
comedian and writer for “The Dave Chapelle Show.” 

The documentary travels back and forth from the streets 
of  New York to Bloomington, along the way showing 
whites with very different ways of  expressing their 
relationship to hip-hop. The film’s startling opening 
scene takes place on the steps of  the Alpha Tau Omega 
fraternity house and shows spirited verbal sparring 
between two rappers, one white and one black. 

PhD Student, Documentary filmmaker

Afterwards, Clift asks, “Is this the face of  new racial 
understanding in white America? Is this transcending 
racial stereotypes or is it reinforcing an ugly history, 
mimicking a degraded idea of  what it means to be black?” 

“Blacking UP” is Clift’s second film to air on national 
television. His earlier film, “Stealing Home: The Case of  
Cuban Baseball,” was shown on PBS in 2001. 

Clift’s dedication to his academic work is equally strong. 
“In the Department of  Communication and Culture the 
aim is always to make academic work and non-academic 
work mutually beneficial. For me that meant allowing 
my scholarship to influence my film work and keep it 
from stagnating, and allowing my film work to keep my 
scholarship from becoming too abstract,” he says. 

And he plans to keep doing both scholarship and 
filmmaking. “I can’t imagine only doing one or the other.  
I love teaching. I didn’t know I would love teaching when I 
went to graduate school, but I do. Ideally, I’d like a position 
where I can teach both theory and 
practice, and where my film 
work will be recognized
 as an equivalent to 
publishing articles 
or books.” n
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~ IMPRINT ~ 
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L ook up the word “pace,” and you’ll find the expected definitions associated with going forward. You’ll also find a slightly 
archaic definition that means “with due deference to: used to acknowledge politely someone who disagrees with the 
speaker or writer.” And of  course, you’ll also learn that the word derives from the Latin word for peace. All of  which 
make PACE a particularly apt acronym for IU’s newest undergraduate 25-credit hour certificate program, Political and 

Civic Engagement.
The program grew out of  conversations that long-time IU supporter Edward 

Hutton had with students. “Mr. Hutton’s interest was in improving the political climate 
in Washington, D.C.,” says IUB Provost Karen Hanson. “Students told him that they 
wanted to figure out how to get into politics, how to change the world through politics. Mr. 
Hutton was very impressed with their talent and their values; he felt it was important that 
they have the opportunity to build the skills, the confidence and the savoir faire that would 
allow them to succeed.” Edward Hutton died in March of  2009, but not before he donated 
the seed money to get PACE off  the ground. Provost Hanson was determined to see his 
vision come to fruition; the program was launched in the fall of  2009. The program is an 
interdisciplinary certificate that combines classroom and hands-on learning with other 
activities such as a required internship and annual one-day retreat. Administered by the 
College of  Arts and Sciences, PACE is open to undergraduate students in all IUB majors.

PACE Director Michael Grossberg, the Sally M. Reahard Professor in the Department 
of  History and professor in the IU Maurer School of  Law-Bloomington, says that the 
outpouring of  youthful activism in the 2008 presidential election showed that college 
students are hungry for opportunities to learn about and engage in civic life. 

“One goal of  the program is to give students a chance to learn how to take a principled 
stand: how to think through a problem, arrive at a position and defend it,” he said. “But the program is also designed to give 
students the skills to work with people with whom they may not agree.” n 

Moving forward, 
A measured PACE

Indiana University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity institution. 

Students who may need disability support services should visit the Office of Disability Services for Students 
Web site at www.indiana.edu/~iubdss or phone (812) 855-7578.

Design: Natasha Swingley, RSN, Ltd. – June 2009

Political 
And 

Civic 

Engagement
 

A certificate program at Indiana University 
Bloomington that will prepare you to 

participate fully and effectively in the creative 
conflict of American political and civic life

When: Most students apply during the second semester of their 
freshman year or the first semester of their sophomore year. Please 
discuss the course sequencing with program staff early in your 
studies.
 
Where: Bricks-and-mortar address: 
PACE offices are in Franklin Hall 004, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, Indiana. Web address: pace.indiana.edu. 
Phone: 812-856-1747. Email: pace@indiana.edu. 

How: To apply to PACE, your first step should be:

•	 Contact	the	associate	director,	Joelene	Bergonzi,	by	email	
at pace@indiana.edu or by calling 812-856-1747 for an 
appointment.

•	 You	must	have	completed	or	be	currently	enrolled	in	two	
PACE courses at the time of your application. Applicants 
must submit a 500-word essay and two letters of 
recommendation, one of which must be from an instructor 
who has supervised some of your academic work. 

•	 Finalists	for	PACE	will	be	invited	for	interviews	with	program	
faculty and staff.

Political And Civic Engagement Program
Franklin Hall 004

601 East Kirkwood Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47405-1223

812-566-1747
Email: pace@indiana.edu

Web: pace.indiana.edu

IU gratefully acknowledges Edward L. Hutton for 
his generous contribution toward the founding of the 

Political And Civic Engagement program.

Students engaged in discussion in Prof. Michael Grossberg’s 
Public Decision-making in America class. From left: Renisha 
Mays, PACE Student Advisory Board Member, Ryan Yarrell, 
Herlina Liem, and Hanna Lohmeyer.



MAKE A CONTRIBUTION
College of Arts and Sciences alumnus Steve Block and his wife, Lisa, recently 
committed $25,000 to the program. “I was interested in establishing an 
endowed internship to enable interested students to learn — as well as teach 
others — how to debate current issues without resorting to blind partisanship. 
We need a new breed of leaders who put the country first and their own 
political party’s goals second,” Block says.

Your support of PACE can help pay for:

•	 Additional	internships	and	undergraduate	scholarships
•	 Guest	speakers,	including	diplomatic	and	political	leaders
•	 Activities	such	as	the	Annual	Issues	Forum	retreat

The PACE program got started in fall 2009, and plans were to organize 
the first Issues Forum in its second year at the earliest. But the students 
were not to be held back — their enthusiasm and organizing skills 
resulted in a day-long Issues Forum on February 27, 2010, focused on 
coping with the cost of health care.
 

“The initial class, Public Leadership in America, provided a unique insight into 
leadership and the qualities of  leaders across a breadth of  subject material. As a result 
of  my interactions in this class, I became involved in volunteering in the Bloomington 
community... PACE goes further than any other program at IU in developing the skills and 
abilities that individuals need to be good citizens within our democracy” 

—Jonathan Todd, sophomore (pictured left)
Political Science and History major; minor in Economics 

At right, program director Michael Grossberg 
at the Issues Forum in February.

“The PACE Forum was an experiment in democracy. It was amazing to see the students 
discussing such an important and divisive topic rather than debating it. People listened to 
each other and built off  of  each others’ thoughts rather than entrenching themselves and 
arguing.”  —Jonah Williams, senior

Issues Forum Photos by Chris Eller

Inset photo: 
“I feel drastically more confident in my 
leadership abilities after studying leadership 
theories and practicing the skills in group 
simulations.” —Caroline Shurig, in red sweater



~ SPOTLIGHT ~ 

Winning Ways
Mutsa Mutembwa scores the Rhodes Scholarship

By Lesa Petersen

Mutsa Mutembwa is in her hometown of  Harare, 
Zimbabwe, staring at the phone. It is December 14, 
2009, and she is hoping for some very good news. 

The Indiana University senior and NCAA field hockey 
star is also a Rhodes Scholar finalist, and the call from the 
Rhodes Trust will come today. To shake off  nerves, Mutsa 
leaves the house to await the call at her mother’s office. Priscilla 
Mutembwa is the CFO at Cargill Zimbabwe, an agricultural 
company. Her father, Ammon, is a diplomat.

The phone rings. Her mother is standing near, and Mutsa 
decides to pull a fast one. She listens to the call with a sad face, 
says little more than “uh huh,” and quietly hangs up the phone. 
Mutsa lets her mother begin a consoling pep talk before letting 
her off  the hook with a big smile. “I got it!” she screams.

Long shot
Step back three years to Professor of  Mathematics Kent 

Orr’s office, where Orr and Mutsa are in their first academic 
advising meeting. “I told him straight off  I wanted to be a 
Rhodes Scholar,” Mutsa says. “That took him aback a bit.” 

It wasn’t what he expected to hear. Mutsa came to IU on 
an athletic scholarship. The last IU student-athlete Rhodes 
Scholar graduated in 1970. 

It takes some kind of  beyond-human effort to balance the 
demands of  college-level athletics and the rigor of  a Rhodes-
worthy academic track. And Mutsa was 8,431 miles from 
Zimbabwe, competing against Ivy League students for one of  
only two Rhodes Scholarships awarded for her country. It was a 
long shot. 

“I had my doubts,” Orr says. He worked closely with 
Mutsa to create her course of  study, which evolved into a double 
major in Math and Economics. “Every time I walked into his 
office he would switch off  his computer and really listen to me,” 
Mutsa says. “He challenged me every day. He was my mentor.” 

Field advantage
“Mutsa has a force of  personality—it’s hard to overestimate 

its impact,” Orr says. “There is just something so compelling 
about her presence.” Anyone who has met Mutsa will tell you 
the same. It is surprising to see so much charisma, brilliance, 
and grace in such a likeable young woman. She has the 
comportment and intelligence of  a mature academic, and the 
casual companionability of  an old friend. 

High scores
Economics faculty members Peter Olson and Arlington 

Williams are two of  Mutsa’s favorite professors, an honor that 
both pleases and humbles them. “It’s rare to see a student 
managing two of  the most difficult liberal arts majors, taking 
high-level theory courses, and getting A’s,” Olson says. “She 
builds on her knowledge like no other student. She knew more 
intermediate microeconomic theory than anyone in my class.” 

“You can’t accomplish what she’s accomplished without 
being extremely disciplined,” Williams says. “When she took my 
course, she was in season, and injured, and I’m pretty sure she 
never missed a class.” 

In the running
It is the fall semester of  2009. Orr is on the IU committee 

formed to prepare Mutsa for the Rhodes interview, and he’s 
drilling her. “We asked tough questions. We tore her apart. And 
then we told her everything she did wrong,” Orr says. “And she 
absorbed it all with a smile.”

Exhausted, Mutsa “went home and cried,” she says. But 
she was grateful. “At IU, I’m getting the best academic advice I 
can get. These Rhodes interviews are harder than defending a 
dissertation, and they needed to ensure that I was confident, but 
not cocky.” 

Meanwhile, Orr had a change of  heart about Mutsa’s 
chances. “I thought she was stunning in the mock interview. 
She thought on her feet and she was so impressive,” he says. “I 
went home and wrote Mutsa a letter telling her I believed in 
her.” Mutsa says Orr’s words carried her through the Rhodes 
interview. 

Team player
A strong social conscience drives Mutsa’s interest in 

computational finance. She wants to strengthen weak economies 
through microeconomic initiatives, such as a people’s bank that 
would provide business capital to rural communities in countries 
like Zimbabwe. “Using sound financial principles, you can turn 
the worst economy into a functioning one,” she says.

The lessons of  teamwork are central to Mutsa’s character, 
and she understands that her work will require the expertise of  
many. “I’m just a 20-year-old with really big ideas. I know I can’t 
just take the wheel and steer it myself.” n

Spring 20108



One for the records

Mutsa is going to Oxford University 
on one of the world’s most 
prestigious scholarships, where 
she’ll start her master’s program in 
computational finance this fall. She 
is IU’s 15th Rhodes Scholar, and 
the first IU female student-athlete to 
receive the honor.

On the field, Mutsa was a leading 
defender, helping IU to the NCAA 
Tournament and to the Big Ten 
Tournament championship game 
in 2009. She is tied for the IU 
career defensive saves record and 
is second in defensive saves for a 
single season. 

“Sports are goal-oriented. You 
can fail, and you can succeed, but 
the point is that every day you are 
challenged,” Mutsa says.

Mutsa Mutembwa with Prof. Kent Orr and cover photos by Chris Eller; Field hockey photo courtesy of Indiana University



~ GROUNDBREAKER ~ 

Wearing a West African print dress, given to her by a 
colleague several years ago and saved for a special 
occasion, Elinor Ostrom accepted the Nobel Prize in 
Economics from King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden on 
December 10, 2009.

She is one of only 64 people and the first woman 
to receive the award, since it was created in 1968. 
Ostrom is the Arthur F. Bentley Professor of Political 
Science at Indiana University and the co-founder 
and senior research director of the Workshop in 
Political Theory and Policy Analysis. She also is 
founding director of the Center for the Study of 
Institutional Diversity at Arizona State University.

Ostrom shares the prize with Professor Oliver 
Williamson of the University of California at 

Berkeley. Her half of the $1.4 million economics 
award will go to the Indiana University Foundation 
to support research by Ostrom and her colleagues.

Ostrom is a member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, the National Academy 
of Sciences, and the American Philosophical 
Society, and is now a Distinguished Professor at 
Indiana University, among many other awards. Her 
books include Governing the Commons (1990); 
Understanding Institutional Diversity (2005) and 
Working Together: Collective Action, the Commons, 
and Multiple Methods in Practice (forthcoming 
2010, with Amy Poteete and Marco Janssen). She 
and Vincent Ostrom founded the Workshop 
in Political Theory and Policy Analysis at IU in 
1973-74.
 

A first for women

Spring 201010
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From coming out to breaking up, we’re living our lives online. Three IU professors are dedicated 
to understanding why, and what it means for our relationships, identities, and privacy.

Digital Lives 
By Deb Kent

P
eter Pan, you may remember, was so fed up with losing 
his shadow that when he finally found it, he stitched 
it onto himself  with needle and thread, determined 
to keep it close forever. If  Peter had had a “digital 
shadow,” losing it wouldn’t be an issue. Your digital 

shadow is made up of  all the bits and bytes of  information all 
about you and it’s the kind of  shadow you’re simply stuck with, 
explains Mark Deuze, associate professor in the Department of  
Telecommunications. 

Our digital shadows are the byproduct of  living not merely 
with media, but actually in it. In other words, we live a “media 
life,” a phrase Deuze coined and explores in his course by the same 

name. Like the character in the 1998 movie The Truman Show, 
who discovers he is living in a reality soap opera, televised 24/7 
to billions across the globe, each of  us is living a media life. We 
digitally record, store, edit, and forward almost every aspect of  our 
lives, whether we want to or not, whether we are aware of  it, or not. 

You don’t have to be on Facebook to acquire a digital shadow. 
Deuze points out that even those without internet access or mobile 
phones--fewer than 20 percent of  Americans — are trailed by a 
digital shadow “as information is compiled about you everywhere 
you go and with everything you do,” Deuze explains. “Consider for 
example video cameras in shopping malls and the endless varieties 
of  plastic cards we swipe on a daily basis.” 



~ FEATURE ~ 
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Mark Deuze and his “digital shadows”
Photos by Chris Eller

If  you’re hoping to erase your digital shadow, forget it. The 
“delete” key on your keyboard, says Deuze, is an illusion. “In 
a digital environment, nothing ever really gets erased.” Privacy 
is equally illusive, he asserts, little more than a fascinating legal 
concept, a theory at best. If  you can’t protect it, you might as well 
“co-create it,” says Deuze. “Which version of  yourself  will you 
share, and how will you do it?” He sees many of  his undergraduate 
students doing precisely this, establishing and maintaining several 
online identities: a character in a virtual world like Second Life 
or World of  Warcraft, a social network profile on Facebook or 
MySpace, a public account on eBay or Amazon, and maybe their 
own channel on YouTube or Pandora. 

Those students are also learning that digital shadows aren’t 
without their perils. A recent study commissioned by Microsoft 
found that 70 percent of  recruiters have rejected job applicants 
based on information discovered online, including comments, 
videos and photos. “Your online reputation — your circle of  friends 
on Facebook, your score on eBay, your rating on Amazon, your 
followers on Twitter — is not without consequences in the so-called 
‘real’ world offline,” says Deuze. 

That said, Deuze doesn’t recommend self-censorship. He adds 
that many students are savvy enough to tighten their privacy settings 
and tweak their online profiles with recruiters in mind. 

“Most of  us have come to distrust the very institutions we used 
to rely on for truth: presidents, priests, professionals and perhaps 
even professors,” Deuze says. “Trust and truth — the two elements 
without which any kind of  relationship fails — are beginning to 
disappear from our lives. Instead, we now make our own versions of  
trust and truth that are deeply individualized and personal.” 

Deuze says this helps explain the enormous popularity of  
online social networks and the appeal of  living increasingly public 
lives in media. “As we create our own version of  the truth — of  
knowing what the world and our role in it is — we need the 
confirmation and recognition of  others to validate that creation. 
Without it, we are all alone, a situation most of  us cannot bear 

— which is why solitary confinement is the harshest form of  
imprisonment we know. So I like to say that in this digital time we 
are always and inevitably together alone.” 

Disconnecting in the Connected World
Every semester associate professor of  Communication and 

Culture Ilana Gershon asks students to list all the rules of  a first 
date, an exercise designed to demonstrate how communities 
have common, if  unspoken, expectations. Bored with the usual 
assignment and its by-now predictable responses, Gershon 
decided to try something new. She asked the class to describe what 
constitutes a bad break-up. 

“I was expecting ‘I found my girlfriend in bed with someone 
else’ or ‘We yelled at each other until three in the morning’ or ‘He 
never returned my favorite DVDs.’ ” Instead, Gershon’s students 
told her about relationships that ended in the form of  text messages 
or Facebook announcements. That’s when Gershon realized she 
had her next research project: how break-up messages are shaped 
by current modes of  communication, in particular, new media like 
social networking. 

“Many of  these new communication technologies try to 
encourage people to connect with each other,” says Gershon. “They 
aren’t necessarily designed for when people want to disconnect.” 
She interviewed 72 people about the problems they faced after using 
these technologies to break up and deal with the aftermath of  a 
romantic bust-up. Then she looked at the solutions that people had 
developed to deal with these events. Gershon reveals her findings in 
a book poised for publication, Break-up 2.0. 

If  you’re familiar with Facebook you may know what it’s 
like to discover that a couple is splitsville only after noticing that a 
relationship status has changed from “married” to “single.” “Some 
people I interviewed waited a week or two before they changed 
their Facebook status so that they could tell their close friends by 
phone,” notes Gershon. “What was really interesting is that there 



are all these 
pockets of  
different 
practices. 
Now some 
people are 
deciding 
with friends 
and family 
how to use 
Facebook 
and how to 

text.” As yet, there is no widespread, tacitly understood etiquette for 
breaking up digitally. “And I don’t know if  there ever will be.” 

As rules are in flux, so is the language used to describe them. 
“I’ve had arguments in my classes about the right word to describe 
deleting a friendship on Facebook. Is it ‘defriend’ or ‘unfriend?’ 
There will be a general consensus eventually but there isn’t one yet.” 

While some worry that digital break-ups are yet another sign 
that genuine human intimacy is going the way of  the eight-track, 
Gershon isn’t too worried. “This is something that Americans worry 
about with the introduction of  every new medium, from telegrams 
onward,” says Gershon. “People will use a wide range of  media to 
continue conversations about events in people’s lives, no matter how 
the conversation started. Once you find out about a divorce or a 
death, you still call, drop by or write an email.” 

Out in the Country
A teen chronicles his transition from female to male on his 

website. High school friends use the internet to plot and publicize 
a drag parade in Wal-Mart. A librarian becomes an unwitting hero 
to a group of  teens simply by repositioning a couple of  internet-
access computers. All this happened in a world before Facebook and 
Google, and it happened somewhere in rural Kentucky, along its 
Appalachian border. 

This desolate and impoverished region, and some of  the young 
people who live there, have become a scholarly focal point for Mary 
Gray, associate professor in the Department of  Communication 
and Culture. Gray’s recent book, Out in the Country, examines the 
everyday experiences of  lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender and 
questioning youth (LGBTQ) in five rural communities. “I wanted to 
see what it was like for young people who don’t or can’t leave their 
small communities to move to a big city and live the ‘good gay life,’ ” 
explains Gray, who also helped establish Planet Out, one of  the first 
LGBTQ websites. 

Gray is interested in ways these young people “work the 
boundaries” of  available public spaces to frame and shape their 
emerging queer identities. Those spaces include schools, libraries, 
churches and, increasingly, the internet. “For many, the internet 
wasn’t a way to escape or hide from their communities, but, literally, 
to learn the current language, to see what gay people look like and 
how they behave,” Gray explains. “In many ways they are trying to 
bring those ways of  seeing themselves as authentic back into their 
own communities.” 

Perfect example: A group of  high school friends decided to 
dress in drag and parade around Wal-Mart, “the only place open 

Ilana Gershon

Mary Gray

24 hours, one of  the only social spaces and public spheres in rural 
communities where there are no city squares or teen centers,” says 
Gray. The teens were scrupulous in their planning, taking care to 
pick a date when many of  their peers would be at an away game — 
a choice intended to reduce possible harassment. After the event, 
“they posted photos of  their drag extravaganza on Geocities, the 
free web space. In many ways this was a way of  high- fiving their 
accomplishment and the fabulousness of  their drag.” Recording 
the event online “was part of  what authenticated the experience for 
them.” 

Gray also writes about A.J., whose online chronicles of  his 
transition from female to male became a source of  encouragement 
to others while helping A.J. broach the delicate topic with family. 
A.J.’s website documented everything about his experience, from 
the effects of  testosterone to the surgeries and recovery process. The 
website, along with the encouraging feedback from readers, made it 
easier to share his story with family. “Having the website helped him 
mediate the conversation with the family.” 

Gray also knows of  a librarian who rearranged two internet-
access computers, allowing library patrons to surf  the internet with 
some measure of  privacy.  The decision transformed the experience 
for a group of  LGBTQ youth who relied on the library computers 
to connect with the larger gay community. “For rural LGBTQ 
young people with no personal access to a home PC … the public 
library’s computers became the primary ‘private’ gateway for their 
queer explorations,” Gray writes in “Queer Country,” a companion 
blog to her book. 

 “The internet gives these young people a way to push back 
against media typecasting of  LGBTQ life and the idea that rural 

life is either tragic, endemically hostile or that it doesn’t exist. The 
internet gives them a sense of  belonging,” Gray says. 

Gray plans to revisit the rural digital landscape to see how 
it has changed since the advent of  Facebook and Google. In the 
meantime, she is careful to emphasize that internet access and 
the authentication that comes with it have not changed the plight 
of  poor rural communities in any significant way. “There are still 
severe limits to how far those moments of  authentication can take 
them in their daily lives,” Gray explains. “It still doesn’t mean they 
have access to healthcare and psychological services.” n 
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Alumna’s design adorns new penny  

The “One Cent” inscription is shown 
on a scroll illustrating that money is a 

contract of  trust within a society. 

The shield is a metaphor for protection 
of  the union and has thirteen vertical 

stripes bound by a horizontal bar, meant 
to symbolize the thirteen original states 

joined in one compact union.

The scroll is in a wave pattern for design 
interest but also because money does not 

become true currency unless it is moving.

D
ig into your pockets and look at the pennies you’re 
carrying around.  Look closely at the design on 
the back — if  you have one that looks like the 
one above, then you are holding the 2010 Lincoln 
“Preservation of  the Union” one cent coin. The 

design on the back — or “reverse,” in numismatic terms — was 
created by Fine Arts alumna Lyndall 
Bass, whose winning design began 
appearing on the coins this year.

Central Eurasian Studies 
Professor Jamsheed Choksy, an 
expert on the development 
of  societies and a member 
of  the National Council 
on the Humanities, who 
recently became a fellow of  
the American Numismatic 
Society, calls winning the 
penny design competition “a 

monumental achievement” for Bass. “The basic form of  
coins as we know them goes back to between the 6th and 
5th centuries BCE. Throughout history the images on coins 
in particular are used to convey the values of  the society,” 
he says. “Think of  all the millions of  pennies that are going 
to be produced over the years. Literally billions of  people 
will see this design.” 

Bass, who also earned a masters degree in the School 
of  Education, was inspired by her experiences at IU. 
“When I was putting myself  through graduate school as a 

single mother, I used to take a short cut through the student union 
by taking the back stairs. At the top of  the stairway was a former 
marble fireplace mantle left in place after remodeling. Inscribed on 
the mantle was a quote from Abraham Lincoln, “I will study and 
get ready, and perhaps my chance will come.” There were many 
days during that difficult time that Mr. Lincoln’s quote sustained me 
and gave me courage. My experience at IU is emblazoned on the 
penny for this reason.”

So ... look in your pocket or at the bottom of  your purse. You 
just might be carrying a little piece of  IU around with you. n 
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~ LEARN, EARN, RETURN ~ 

Dr. Charlie McCormick
Clear vision, generous spirit

“The support of  basic science research is critical.” 
So reads the document establishing the 
McCormick Science Award Fund, set up in 1996 
and named in honor of  Dr. Charles McCormick, 

Sr. and Dr. Charles McCormick, Jr.  
Dr. Charles O. McCormick III — Charlie, to his friends — is 

a driven man. Like his father and his grandfather, he is a doctor, 
a graduate of  the College of  Arts and Sciences with a degree in 
Biological Sciences, and the IU School of  Medicine. He cites his 
parents, his teachers at Brebeuf  Preparatory, and IU icons such 
as Biology Professor James P. Holland and Dr. Ted Torrey as his 
inspirations. Unlike his forebears, he is not an obstetrician. Instead, 
he chose ophthalmology “I watched my dad deliver babies between 
midnight and four a.m. He did that for 30 years. I wanted more 
control over my schedule,” McCormick says with a smile. He 

constantly pushes himself.  “Everything worthy of  pursuit should be 
driven by a work ethic,” he says.  

His list of  accomplishments and activities is impressive; he 
was named Ophthalmologist of  the Year in 2001 by the Indiana 
Academy of  Ophthalmology. Several hundred of  his father’s former 
patients have sought him out for eye care. And he is always striving 
to do more, learn more, be more.

But that’s not the whole story.  Charlie McCormick is a jazz 
pianist — as an undergraduate at IU majoring in Biology, he got an 
A in Prof. Dave Baker’s jazz improv class; he has a wicked sense of  
humor, and he is a sometime member of  a rock band that covers 
hits from the 1980s.

On a late February day, he is sitting in his sunny office on the 
second floor of  the Indiana Eye Clinic in Greenwood, which he 
established with a partner in 1979. He is justifiably proud of  the 



comfortable, pleasant, airy space. Cataract patients used to wait in 
hospital corridors for their surgery, oftentimes pushed out of  the 
lineup when emergencies came in. So McCormick and his partners 
added an outpatient surgery center to one side of  their building; 
that the atmosphere is calm, quiet and soothing is no accident.  “I 
realized that if  you can control the 
patient’s experience, they experience a 
higher satisfaction,” he says.

That decision was typical of  how 
McCormick operates: he studies, he 
analyzes, he considers the options, 
and only then does he choose, 
carefully, the path he will take.  

He is also eight years into an advisor role with Beta Theta Pi 
at IU. “I like to think of  myself  as the most indignant alumnus” in 
responding to the chapter closure in 2001. Charlie assisted Beta 
alumni and the chapter through a re-colonization, re-chartering, 
and relocation to 1100 N Jordan. Interests in philanthropy have 
given him a service role with the Beta Theta Pi Foundation Board. 

Then the unthinkable happened — his son, Charles O. 
McCormick IV, who was called Corky, died of  a drug overdose at 
age 19, on the eve of  graduating from high school. “Losing him 
was the worst pain you can imagine,” McCormick says softly. Over 
the years since Corky’s death, McCormick has tried to sustain some 

lasting awareness from the tragedy. He raises money for the Johnson 
County EDNA fund, a drug abuse education and student testing 
resource. He provides tuition support to his extended family, two 
undergraduate students who would otherwise max out loans and go 
deeper in debt.  Both students are internally driven, he says, “They 

just needed a nudge.”
He is methodical. Every six months 

or so, he gives himself  a checkup on the 7 
aspects of  wellness, the key life areas that 
need equal attention for overall balance: 
Physical Conditioning, Family, Financial, 
Professional, Community, Cognitive/
Spiritual, and Social. 

While he is deeply committed to his fraternity and his 
community, his commitment to supporting the College of  Arts and 
Sciences is of  prime importance to him. Dr. McCormick has served 
as a member of  the Dean’s Advisory Board for more than a decade; 
his daughter, Amy, has recently graduated with distinction from 
IU, earning a degree from the College with majors in Psychology 
and Criminal Justice. He has given to IU many times over the 
years. His two largest gifts include nearly $150,000 to establish 
the McCormick Science Research Fund; another gift of  $100,000 
went toward the construction of  the first multidisciplinary science 
building, Simon Hall. n 

“Everything worthy of  

pursuit should be driven 

by a work ethic.”

Return...
Every year three doctoral students and their faculty mentors 

receive $2,500 from the McCormick Science Grant Fund 
endowment, to support different aspects of  their research. The 

2010 winners, with their mentors, are (clockwise):
 

LEFT: Biology doctoral student Velocity Hughes and 
Professor Yves Brun, pictured in Brun’s Jordan Hall lab.

 
BELOW RIGHT: Physics doctoral student Young Jin Kim 

(right) and Professor Chen-Yu Liu, at the IU Cyclotron.
 

BELOW LEFT: Geological Sciences doctoral student Hongji 
Yuan and Professor David Bish, in the Clay Mineralogy lab.
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