
Department of Physics 

Research Ranks 

 

 

Appointment 

 

1. All positions in the scientist ranks must be authorized by the Chair after appropriate 

consultation. 

 

2. The Chair will appoint a search committee to fill any position in the scientist ranks.  

The committee shall have at least one faculty member from a group outside that of 

the requesting faculty member. 

 

3. The search should be advertised nationally.  A mailing may be substituted if it can be 

shown to be extensive enough to identify a number of qualified candidates. 

 

4. If a search is undertaken for a postdoctoral position (as opposed to a scientist 

position) and the best candidate happens to qualify for a scientist rank, the group may 

hire this candidate into one of the scientist ranks with the approval of the chair. 

 

5. Appointments to the scientist ranks shall be made only in accordance with the 

University’s qualifications for these ranks.  In particular the person chosen should be 

“fully capable of original, independent research work.” 

 

6. Appointment to the assistant scientist rank should be made only to persons qualified 

for associate membership in the Graduate Faculty. 

 

7. Appointment to the associate scientist or senior scientist ranks should be made only to 

persons qualified for full membership in the Graduate Faculty. 

 

 

Promotion 

 

1. Procedures and time guidelines used for regular faculty should be followed for 

assistant and associate scientists as much as applicable. 

 

2. Each group shall have its own promotion committee. The promotion committee shall 

have at least one faculty member from outside the group. 

 

3. The project director of the group shall determine the group’s procedure for using the 

promotion committee recommendation to come up with a final group promotion 

recommendation to be forwarded to the Chair. 

 

4. One requirement in the promotion of assistant scientists to the associate scientist rank 

shall be that he/she fulfills the requirements for full membership in the Graduate 

Faculty. 



Appointment to Graduate Faculty 

 

1. Assistant scientists shall automatically be nominated by the Chair to associate 

membership in the Graduate Faculty unless the candidate declines to be nominated. 

 

2.  Candidates for appointment at the higher two research ranks shall automatically be 

nominated by the Chair to full membership in the Graduate Faculty unless the 

candidate declines to be nominated. 

 

3.  Candidates for promotion to the higher two research ranks shall automatically be 

nominated by the Chair to full membership unless the candidate declines to be 

nominated. 

 

 

Adopted by faculty vote – 3 February 1994 

 

  


