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Measures and Findings

Goal 1 Knowledge Base

Outcome

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline) :

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel :

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Supporting Attachments :

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 66th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: 70% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
Target 3: N/A

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence :

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

 

Printed on: 05/31/2018 02:42:36 PM (EST)

https://www.taskstream.com/


Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
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Demonstrate understanding
of basic terminology relating
to research methods.

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair of Psychology, faculty
in Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
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of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 32nd %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: 33% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
Target 3: N/A

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
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more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Statistics

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 52nd %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: 66% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
Target 3: N/A
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
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knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Biological Bases

Mapped to:

No Mapping

vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 66th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: N/A
Target 3: 53% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:
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Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Learning

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
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of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 66th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: N/A
Target 3: 70% of students scored at the 40th %ile on this outcome.

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
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more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Cognition

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 59th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: N/A
Target 3: 70% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
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knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
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Quantitative Literacy in
Psychology

Mapped to:

No Mapping

vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 52nd %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: 66% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
Target 3: N/A

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:
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Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Development

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
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of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 47th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: 59% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
Target 3: N/A

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to

 

Printed on: 05/31/2018 02:42:36 PM (EST)

https://www.taskstream.com/


Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
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more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Individual Differences

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 39th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: 
Target 3: 63% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
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knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Psychological Disorders &
Treatments

Mapped to:

No Mapping

vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 39th %ile on the Abnormal subtest, and
at the 50th %ile on the Clinical/Counseling subtest (both of which measure learning
on this outcome)
Target 2: N/A
Target 3: 67% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:
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Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
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Demonstrate basic
psychological literacy in
Social Psychology

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

Measure
ACAT: Psychology

PROGRAM LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

Learning on Goal 1 was assessed using 10 subtests of the Area Concentration
Achievement Test (ACAT) for psychology. This is a multiple-choice standardized test of
knowledge in specific areas of psychology, which takes about 1-2 hours to administer online
(students answer about 200 questions). Administration takes place during a class meeting
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of P459 History and Systems of Psychology, the capstone course in psychology. Students
receive participation points for completing it. Student results are compared to those of
between 4,000 and 20,000 other college students completing the ACAT (comparison group
size varies by subtest). Students are typically seniors when taking P459. We aggregate
results over the full academic year (combining Fall and Spring), so we have recently had
about 35 IU Kokomo psychology majors taking the ACAT each cycle.

Acceptable Target :

We have three targets for student performance on the ACAT:
1. As a group, psychology students will achieve a percentile performance of 50 or above on
each of the 10 subtests relative to the national sample.
2. Individually, 75% of students will score at least at the 40th percentile in comparison to the
national sample, in relation to main learning outcomes of our program. That is, 75% of our
students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on subtests representing required
courses for all psychology majors. These are Perspectives in Psychology, Research
Methods, Statistics, and Developmental Psychology.
3. Individually, 75% of students will achieve at the 40th percentile or higher on at least one of
the set of subtests that represent each of our required content course clusters for the
psychology program. These are Personality or Social; Learning/Cognition; Physiological;
and Abnormal or Clinical/Counseling.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

The ACAT is given at least once annually, but in recent years is administered once in Fall
and once in Spring when P459 is taught.

Key/Responsible Personnel:Key/Responsible Personnel:

Instructors in P459 History and Systems of Psychology

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for ACAT: Psychology

Summary of Findings :

Target 1: As a group, students scored at the 36th %ile on this outcome.
Target 2: N/A
Target 3: 63% of students achieved at the 40th %ile or higher on this outcome.

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

Reflections/Notes :

Our approach to our program certainly includes content knowledge instruction, but
also heavily emphasizes the building of skills and professional experience. That is,
the student learning experience does not evidence a highest priority of preparing
students for test-taking; we have seen that promoting student critical thinking and
maturity in applying psychological knowledge are more valuable to our students. We
have also observed how each cohort of students is distinct in terms of content
mastery; it was already our suspicion based on student classroom performance that
our most recent cohorts have been somewhat weaker than some of the preceding.
With relatively small numbers of students completing the ACAT each cycle, overall
performance can be expected to vary noticeably from year to year. However, it is
certainly the case that student learning as demonstrated by the ACAT has never yet
met our aspirations. We see it our duty, then, to continue to work to improve our
teaching, courses, and curriculum as much as we can in an ongoing way, and to try to
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Status

for ACAT Exam performance improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We have assessed Goal 1 for many years, and
have reported annual results using various
instruments since at least 2003. Performance
has varied in the 10 subject areas from year to
year, but has consistently revealed a relationship
between student performance in courses, and
performance on the relevant subtests of the
assessment tool. That is, in examining
performance of individual students, we have
noted that students who have taken certain
courses more recently, and who have performed
more strongly in those courses, tend to score
higher on these assessments. Therefore,
examining results always stimulates discussion
of our curriculum and instructional approaches,
in hopes of helping students learn material as
well as possible.

Next Steps:

Further discussion within the department about
how to help improve student retention of
knowledge over the course of the Psychology
curriculum, such that performance on this exam
in the senior year improves.

Substantiating Evidence:

embed the most important content knowledge more effectively into our active learning
approaches.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

ACAT Exam

performance

improvement

Action details:

As evident from data, 2016-
2017 showed a
continuation of a downward
trend in performance that
has been occurring for the
past several years. Some
key areas continue to need
special focus:
1. Research Methods. We
again did not meet
benchmarks #1 and #2 in
the area of research
methods (outcome #2).
The research-focused
areas of our curriculum are
those that we discuss the
most in terms of structure,
content, activities, and
pedagogy.
2. Statistics. While our
students have not yet met
the benchmark in this area,
performance continued to
improve slightly over the
previous year. We will
continue to watch how this
measure changes over
time, especially as there
has been continued
refinement of the course
and sharing of it among
instructors.
3. Clusters. For the first
time, we missed our
benchmark for individual
student performance in all
five content clusters of our
curriculum (the four in
Benchmark 3, plus
Developmental). While we
would need to investigate
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more carefully, this appears
to be due to a bifurcation in
overall student
performance on the ACAT.
That is, we have a great
divide between students
who perform well on all or
nearly all subtests, and
those who perform poorly
on all or nearly all subtests.
Relatively few students
achieve an overall
percentile score between
40-60 (n = 6); instead, we
have a group of students
who score rather high (n =
7), and a larger group who
score quite low (n = 14).
Most students taking this
course do proceed to
graduation, but we have a
large group of students
who are not retaining
content knowledge over the
course of their education in
psychology.
Regarding actions to help
us implement our action
plans, we believe that
continuing to complete
training on topics such as
experiential learning and
thoughtful approaches to
“flipped” classrooms may
help all of our faculty to
maintain high levels of
quality in our teaching and
course design. The ACAT
focuses on content
knowledge, so embedding
terms and concepts more
vividly and effectively in
active-learning pedagogy
may help us improve
student performance on
this measure.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology
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Outcome 1: Students will
demonstrate an
understanding of the
methods of inquiry used by
social or behavioral
scientists

Component 1: Students will
demonstrate an understanding of
the importance of systematic data
collection.
Component 2: Students will
demonstrate an understanding of
the basic features of various
research methods.

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:

IU Kokomo General Education Outcomes (Copy 1)

Social and Behavioral Sciences

Measure
P103 General Psychology exam questions

COURSE LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

We measured student learning through administration of a set of 35 multiple-choice
questions to 401 total students taking P103 during the assessment year. Most instructors
administered these questions as part of the usual quizzes or exams in their courses (e.g.,
embedded assessment). Questions were designed to assess a range of core material
relevant to the two Gen Ed learning outcomes that P103 serves (e.g., Students will
demonstrate an understanding of the methods of inquiry used by social and behavioral
scientists; Students will demonstrate an understanding of behavior using social or
behavioral science concepts).
Students taking P103 tend to be underclassmen, particularly first year students.

Acceptable Target :

Averaged across sections and across items, we hope to see an average score on the
specific items designed to measure understanding of research methods of 70%.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

Data was collected for this cycle from sections offered in Fall 2016, Spring 2017, and
Summer 2017.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

P103 instructors and the Psychology assessment coordinator.

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for P103 General Psychology exam questions

Summary of Findings :

Grand means for performance on the assessment items were calculated across 10
sections of the course, for both the entire set, and separately for the methods items
(Outcome 1) and knowledge items (Outcome 3). The average total score on all items
across all sections was 76%; for methods, the average score was 67%. Both of these
results are slightly higher than last year’s.

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Not Met

 

Printed on: 05/31/2018 02:42:36 PM (EST)

https://www.taskstream.com/


Status

for P103 General Education learning
improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We assessed these outcomes last year as well.
Results this year are slightly better than last. We
will assess again when these learning outcomes
are next on the General Education cycle.

Next Steps:

Substantiating Evidence:

Reflections/Notes :

It was satisfying to see that our students met the overall mark for performance on the
assessment items, and very nearly met it for methods, across a variety of instructors.
P103 faculty have worked hard to confer and collaborate as appropriate to strengthen
the course in the last few years, so this may have contributed to a positive result.
Knowing that final grades in P103 are highly predictive of graduation success on our
campus, we will discuss ways to continue to support student mastery in this course.
At least one of our faculty will be participating in the Experiential Learning Academy
(which focuses on active learning pedagogy) and sharing pedagogical
recommendations with the other P103 faculty, so we may see continued
improvements in our results within two years.

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

P103 General Education

learning improvement

Action details:

At least one of our faculty
will be participating in the
Experiential Learning
Academy (which focuses
on active learning
pedagogy) and sharing
pedagogical
recommendations with the
other P103 faculty, so we
may see continued
improvements in our
results within two years.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:
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Outcome 3: Students will
demonstrate an
understanding of behavior
using social or behavioral
science concepts

Component 1: Students will
demonstrate an understanding of
important concepts, theories, and
empirical patterns.
Component 2: Students will be able
to apply concepts and theories to
novel situations.

Mapped to:

No Mapping

Measure
P103 General Psychology exam questions

COURSE LEVEL; DIRECT - EXAM

Details/Description :

We measured student learning through administration of a set of 35 multiple-choice
questions to 401 total students taking P103 during the assessment year. Most instructors
administered these questions as part of the usual quizzes or exams in their courses (e.g.,
embedded assessment). Questions were designed to assess a range of core material
relevant to the two Gen Ed learning outcomes that P103 serves (e.g., Students will
demonstrate an understanding of the methods of inquiry used by social and behavioral
scientists; Students will demonstrate an understanding of behavior using social or
behavioral science concepts).
Students taking P103 tend to be underclassmen, particularly first year students.

Acceptable Target :

Averaged across sections and across items, we hope to see an average score on the
specific items designed to measure understanding of social and behavioral science
concepts of 70%.

Implementation Plan (timeline):

Data were collected for this cycle from sections offered in Fall 2016, Spring 2017, and
Summer 2017.

Key/Responsible Personnel:

P103 instructors and the Psychology assessment coordinator.

Supporting Attachments:

Findings
for P103 General Psychology exam questions

Summary of Findings :

Grand means for performance on the assessment items were calculated across 10
sections of the course, for both the entire set, and separately for the methods items
(Outcome 1) and knowledge items (Outcome 3). The average total score on all items
across all sections was 76%; for knowledge, the average score was 77%. Both of
these results are slightly higher than last year’s.

Acceptable Target Achievement:

Met

Reflections/Notes :

It was satisfying to see that our students met the overall mark for performance on the
assessment items. P103 faculty have worked hard to confer and collaborate as
appropriate to strengthen the course in the last few years, so this may have
contributed to a positive result. Knowing that final grades in P103 are highly predictive
of graduation success on our campus, we will discuss ways to continue to support
student mastery in this course. At least one of our faculty will be participating in the
Experiential Learning Academy (which focuses on active learning pedagogy) and
sharing pedagogical recommendations with the other P103 faculty, so we may see
continued improvements in our results within two years.
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Status

for P103 General Education learning
improvement

Current Status:

In Progress

Additional information:

We assessed these outcomes last year as well.
Results this year are slightly better than last. We
will assess again when these learning outcomes
are next on the General Education cycle.

Next Steps:

Substantiating Evidence:

Substantiating Evidence:

Action
in 2016 -2017 Academic year Data or 2016 Calendar year data - Action
Plan

P103 General Education

learning improvement

Action details:

At least one of our faculty
will be participating in the
Experiential Learning
Academy (which focuses
on active learning
pedagogy) and sharing
pedagogical
recommendations with the
other P103 faculty, so we
may see continued
improvements in our
results within two years.

Implementation Plan

(timeline):

2017-2018 academic year,
and ongoing

Key/Responsible

Personnel:

Chair and faculty in
Psychology

Measures:

Supporting Attachments:
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