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Indiana University 
Bloomington Faculty Council 
Summary of Actions Taken 

2011-2012 
 

 
Resolution on the Possibility of Instituting an Admissions Essay at IU Bloomington 

 
The BFC gave its approval to a recommendation of the Educational Policies Committee to 
delegate the creation of a task force to investigate the institution of an essay requirement to 
the standard application procedure for prospective undergraduates.  This task force was to 
consider the advisability of such a requirement and discuss possible forms the essay could take 
and was recommended to present its report by March 2012.   

--Approved October 4, 2011 
 

Resolution to Address Delays in IRB Approvals and Indiana University 
 

The BFC adopted a resolution urging the administration, President and Board of Trustees of 
Indiana University to deploy the appropriate resources and make every reasonable effort to 
eliminate an IRB approval backlog as soon as possible. 

--Adopted October 18, 2011 
 

Resolution on the Indiana University Strategy for Global Access to Health 
 

The BFC endorsed a resolution calling on Indiana University to; develop and implement 
licensing mechanisms to increase access to university-developed technologies in developing 
countries; promote increased access to university-developed technologies for the world’s poor 
throughout the Big Ten, the nation and the world; advocate for increased federal and private 
funding for research of ‘neglected diseases,’ and of new applications for existing drugs; create 
benchmarks to measure the social and global uses of its intellectual property; form an ad hoc 
committee of faculty, administration, representatives of the IURTC and students to research 
these issues and propose an implementation model for the university to proceed. 

--Approved November 1, 2011 
 

Resolution on the Status and Privileges of Retired Faculty Members and Librarians 
 

The BFC approved a set of revisions to Policy A-8, “The Status and Privileges of Retired Faculty 
Members and Librarians,” in the Academic Guide.  The revisions approved included updates to 
campus structures, titles and practices as well as a current list of special benefits accorded to 
retired faculty and librarians.  The BFC also approved removing sections of the policy entitling 
retired faculty and librarians to office, laboratory or studio space. 

--Approved November 15, 2011  
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Extended-X Policy Revision 
 

The BFC approved an amendment to the Extended-X policy which replaced the phrase “no later 
than the Pass/Fail deadline specific to the course enrollment” with “prior to graduation,” or 
other appropriate language as determined by the registrar.  In point 7 of the “Extended-X 
Implementation Policies,” the text, “by the Pass/Fail deadline specific to that course,” was 
similarly replaced by “prior to graduation,” or other appropriate language as determined by the 
registrar.  

--Approved December 6, 2011  
 

Friday Class Statement 
 

The BFC affirmed the principle that students and faculty are engaged in the academic mission of 
the university throughout the work week, and that every day of that week is important to 
furthering each student’s academic and career goals.  The Council also directed the appropriate 
campus-level administrative offices to monitor annually the amount of instructional and 
educational activities occurring in the schools and departments on each day of the work week. 

--Approved December 6, 2011 
 

Revision of the Policy and Procedures on Research Misconduct 
 

The BFC endorsed a revision of the Indiana University Policy and Procedures on Research 
Misconduct limiting the definition of research misconduct to fabrication, falsification and 
plagiarism.  It also removed the option of to resolve written charges of research misconduct by 
other deliberative or mediation procedures.   

--Approved December 6, 2011 
 

Resolution on Reporting Benefits to IU Faculty 
 

The BFC endorsed a resolution for the consideration and endorsement of the University Faculty 
Council for President McRobbie and the Vice President Theobald to; reissue to all IU campuses 
the cost benefit analyses behind the rise in healthcare premiums between 2010 and 2012; 
establish a Benefits Advisory Committee; present proposed changes to health and other 
benefits program plans and payment schedules to the UFC for review no later than July 1; 
announce and distribute to IU employees finalized plans for changes to benefits at least 90 days 
prior to open enrollment, with printed materials distributed to the faculty within 60 days of 
open enrollment. 

--Approved January 24, 2012 
 

Credit Hour Definition 
 

The BFC responded to a request by the U.S. Department of Education making the IU 
Bloomington definition of a credit hour consistent with the Carnegie Unit. 

--Approved February 21, 2012 
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 Review of Non-reappointments for Tenure Probationary Faculty and Librarians 
 

The BFC approved amendments to the Policy E-17, formerly “Review of Non-reappointment 
after the Initial Three Probationary Years.  The amendments included extending the policy 
beyond just after the three probationary years to all decisions of non-reappointment and 
adding greater specificity as to the procedures and timeline to be observed. 

--Approved March 20, 2012 
 

Resolution on Faculty Mentoring at Indiana University Bloomington 
 

The BFC approved a resolution proposed by the Office of Women’s Affairs encouraging IU 
Bloomington colleges and schools to design and implement mentoring policies providing for the 
effective mentoring of faculty and the engagement of senior faculty as mentors. 

--Approved March 20, 2012 
 

Online Course Questionnaire Policy 
 

The BFC approved a policy which requires that online course questionnaires be administered in 
all courses taught at IU Bloomington. 

--Approved April 17, 2012 
 

Mass Email Policy 
 

The BFC approved a policy and set of best practices on the content, format and procedures 
involved in the sending of mass emails on the Bloomington campus. 

 
--Approved April 17, 2012 

 
 

 


