
Constitution of the Baltic and Finnish Studies Association 
 

Preamble 
 
The Baltic and Finnish Studies Association (BaFSA) aims to create a multidisciplinary 
community of scholarly inquiry into culture, history, and politics of Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania. In pursuit of this goal, BaFSA will sponsor academic and cultural events. The 
association will also compile and disseminate information useful to those interested in the Baltic 
States and Finland. BaFSA will also act as a link to other organizations and institutions engaged 
in like-minded pursuits. Special emphasis will be placed on promoting interest among those who 
are as of yet unacquainted with Baltic and Finnish studies. The organization will strive to include 
the general public in its activities. 
 
Article I: Membership 
Membership is open to all interested persons.  Participation in BaFSA must be without regard 
to arbitrary consideration of such characteristics as age, color, disability, ethnicity, gender, 
marital status, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. All 
BaFSA officers must be students currently enrolled at Indiana University. The association shall 
maintain a minimum of 51 percent student membership at all times. There are no membership 
dues. 
 
All members have the right to participate in all BaFSA activities, to vote for officers and on 
decisions affecting the entire membership, to view financial and archival records of the 
association, and propose activities and constitutional amendments. Expulsion of any member 
shall require a two-thirds vote of all members and shall be considered only in cases where a 
member is charged with severely disrupting and hindering the work of the association. 
 
Article II: University Compliance 
This organization shall comply with all Indiana University regulations, and local, state and 
federal laws. 
 
Article III: Executive Officers 
Officers to the posts of President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer will be elected in the 
fall semester of the academic year for a term of one calendar year. Any member may nominate a 
candidate. Any student member may be an officer. The officers will be elected by a simple 
majority vote of the members present at the first organizational meeting of the fall semester.  
 
The President shall chair all meetings of the association, develop meeting agendas, act as liaison 
with other organizations and institutions, publicly represent the organization, and coordinate and 
inform the membership of all activities. The Vice-President shall coordinate unscheduled 
meetings and act in the President's place when he or she is unavailable. The Secretary will take 
minutes at all meetings, make minutes available to membership upon request, and inform the 
organization's advisor of planned activities. He or she will also maintain lists of organization 
members and complete required University paperwork.  The Treasurer is responsible for 
developing and maintaining the organization's budget and maintaining records of organization 
spending.  



 
Terms last one calendar year. Officers may be reelected, and there is no limitation of terms 
served. Officers turn over their office in the fall semester at the first organizational meeting.  
Officer vacancies are filled by the election of a candidate by a simple majority vote of members 
present at a meeting held to fill the vacant office. Officers may submit a written resignation to 
the President or Vice-President. Removal of any officer shall require a two-thirds vote of all 
members. 
 
Article IV: Advisor 
A faculty member of will act as advisor to BaFSA. The association's advisor will attend 
organizational meetings as needed and act as consultant.  
 
Article V: Meetings 
A regular membership meeting will be held once every month. Further meetings maybe called by 
any member and will be coordinated with the Vice-President. Meetings will be announced by 
electronic communication. The President in consultation with Executive Officers sets the agenda 
for meetings. The accepted rules of order will follow Robert's Rules of Order, Revised Edition. 
 
Article VI: Elections 
Officer elections will be held once a year in the fall semester. Any organization member may 
nominate a candidate. Officers are elected by an open show of hands. A simple majority of the 
members present at the first meeting is required for a candidate to be elected. The membership 
will be notified of an upcoming election three weeks in advance by electronic communication. 
 
Article VII: Non-Hazing 
Hazing is strictly prohibited. Hazing shall be defined as any conduct which subjects another 
person, whether physically, mentally, emotionally, or psychologically, to anything that may 
endanger, abuse, degrade, or intimidate the person as a condition of association with a group or 
organization, regardless of the person's consent or lack of consent. 
 
Article VIII: Dues and Budgets 
There are no dues or initiation fees. The treasurer creates and maintains the association's budget. 
The budget is revised annually. 
 
Article IX: Finances 
The Treasurer is in charge of financial affairs. The organization will maintain a Student 
Organization Account and will observe accordance with Student Organization Accounts office 
policies and procedures. If the group dissolves, the remaining money will be donated (to Central 
Eurasian Studies student organization?/department?) 
 
Article X: Personal Gain Clause 
This organization, if raising funds, shall ethically raise and distribute profits from organizational 
functions to either the organization or to members who provide a service that directly benefits 
the organization. Individual members may not receive compensation directly from for-profit 
companies if acting as a representative of a student organization. 
 



Article XI: Amendments 
By-laws may be amended by a simple majority vote in the affirmative of all those in attendance 
at the meeting where the amendment is proposed. The constitution should always carry the last 
date it was revised, as should the entry of each amendment. Once approved by the organization, 
all constitutions with amendments must be submitted to the Student Activities Office for 
approval. 


