
Constitution of TEDx at Indiana University 

 

Preamble  

TEDx at Indiana University is an organization that is dedicated to organizing TEDx events at IU. We 

want to make sure the conference has a set of great speakers, is very educational, and creates a great 

learning environment for all attendees. 

  

Article I: Membership  

There are no limits to the number of members that can be involved in the club, but they must all be active 

to retain their membership. At least 75% of all the members must be currently enrolled at Indiana 

University.  

 

There are five main classes of membership, President, Vice-President, Director, Elder, and Member. The 

President can choose to create new levels of membership that exist during his/her tenure of Presidency. 

The President has the final decision in all decisions made regarding this organization. The President can 

delegate powers to the Vice President and Directors of this organization. If a current member holds the 

TED License, that person will be President of the organization. If a current member holds the TEDx 

license for the next event and is not President at the time that the current member is granted the license, 

the current President has 1 week to appoint the member who is the license holder President. 

 

The TEDx License can also be held by a TEDx at Indiana University Alumni. At the time of this 

document’s creation, TED’s rules state that a TED Licensee must have attended a main TED Conference 

to host a TEDx event with more than 300 people. The criteria regarding whether or not a member is 

qualified to hold a TEDx license will be taken from TED’s rules. They are currently found here: 

https://www.ted.com/participate/organize-a-local-tedx-event/before-you-start/tedx-rules. The TED 

Licensee must have been a member of TEDx at Indiana University currently, or at some point in the past.  

 

If the TED Licensee is not the President, the Licensee has the ability to overrule decisions that pertain to 

the event the license is held for. Ideally, the Licensee, if it is someone other that the president, will only 

take on an advisory rule and will use this overruling power only in extreme circumstances. The President 

has the right to contact TED and try to hold the license himself/herself if there is a conflict between the 

President and Licensee. The President gets to choose who gets to apply to TED for the TEDx events that 

will happen while he/she is President. If no current member or TEDx at Indiana University alumni can 

hold the TEDx license for whatever reason, this organization must disband at latest one year after the last 



TEDx license someone held on behalf the organization expired. It will be the responsibility of the current 

President or Licensee to maintain a license agreement with Indiana University as well if that is necessary. 

 

If for some reason, the Directors and Vice President are unhappy with the current President, if at least 

50% of them ask the Licensee in written form to select a new President, the Licensee can remove the 

current President and select a new one. If the current President is the Licensee and the Directors and Vice 

President are unhappy with the current President, 50% of them can ask the President to resign in writing. 

If this happens, the current President will stay President until the conclusion of all TEDx events that 

he/she holds the license for, but may not apply for any future licenses for the organization. The President 

cannot remove any members from the organization while this process is happening. Once all of the events 

have occurred that the President holds licenses for, the President must step down and the Vice Presidents 

and Directors will vote on the next President. It will be the responsibility of the Vice President to call this 

vote in at least one week in advance before it happens. At least 50% of the Directors must be present for 

this vote to be valid. The next President will be whoever gets the most votes during this vote. 

 

The Vice-Presidents job is to support the President and help the Directors stay on task and keep up with 

any tasks that need to be completed by an officer. The Vice President is also responsible for knowing 

TED Licensing Rules, IU Licensing Rules, and the Articles of this Constitution. The Vice President will 

make sure all of the rules in the documents stated above are followed. The Directors jobs are to manage 

member tasks and lead different aspects of the organization such as speaker vetting and fundraising. 

Members are volunteers and need to complete any task available to help plan the conference. 

 

Every Director and Vice-President of the club will be appointed by the current President. The current 

President will also appoint the next President to run the club. All members will be interviewed and 

approved or denied by a Director, Vice President, or the President. There are no dues for any members 

involved. 

 

Any Director, Vice President, Member, or Advisor can be removed from the organization by the 

President. Reasons for removal can be inactivity, dishonesty, breaking TED rules, breaking Indiana 

University Rules, and not getting along with the Team. However, the President cannot remove anyone 

from the organization for voting to remove him/her and may not remove anyone from the organization for 

any reason if the removal process for the President has been initiated until the conclusion of that process. 

 



Once the President and Vice President retire from the organization. They will be given the title Elder and 

join the Council of Elders. The Council of Elders have the responsibility to be available to give advice for 

any member that asks them questions and to support the organization however they choose. If a Vice 

President or President is removed or forced to step down for any reason, they will not become an Elder. If 

a TEDx at Indiana University alumni holds any TEDx license for our organization, he/she will also 

become an Elder. 

 

The President, Vice President, all Directors, the Licensee for the event, and all Elders will be allowed to 

attend any event free of charge assuming they helped plan a TEDx event in the past. 

 

The reason power is centralized in the position of President and Licensee is because ideally the President 

is the current TEDx Licensee or is working directly with the TEDx Licensee. Since our events rely on 

TEDx Licenses that must be held by an individual, it is the individual who is holding the license’s 

responsibility to make sure that our events follow TED rules. He/she must have the power to do so and 

we do not want to create a situation where he/she is responsible to TED, but is being overruled by other 

members of the organization. 

 

The reason there are strict rules on who can hold the license on behalf of this organization is because we 

wish to ensure this organization remains completely student run. As stated above, the TEDx Licensee 

must have the ultimate authority over the events he/she is responsible for. If someone who isn’t a member 

or wasn’t a member at some point holds the license, we believe that there is a high chance that the events 

held won’t be focused on creating content catered to students. As such, we would rather the organization 

disband if this is unable to continue. 

 

Article II: University Compliance  

This organization shall comply with all Indiana University regulations, and local, state and federal laws. 

 

Article IV: Advisor  

The Advisor’s responsibility is to support the organization of the TEDx event in any capacity the advisor 

is able to assist with. All members and offices can go to the advisor for advice on any club situation. 

 

Article V: Meetings  

At the beginning of each academic year there will be a call-out meeting to start the process of recruiting 

new members. Any officer has the authority to call a meeting for members to attend. The highest officer 



attending the meeting sets the agenda for the meeting they are attending. The President or Vice-President 

have the authority to call emergency meetings should they be needed. 

 

Article VI: Elections  

All officer positions will be appointed by the current President. Once a President wishes to step down, 

he/she must appoint the next President. If for some reason the current President fails to appoint the next 

President within 1 week of resigning, the Vice President can choose to become President or appoint the 

next President. The Vice President has 1 week to make this decision. If the Vice President also fails to 

make a decision, the Licensee of the last event has 1 week to make a decision. If the last Licensee also 

fails to make a decision, the Advisors can make this decision and have 1 week to do so. If all of the above 

options fail, the organization must disband immediately. If the President is graduating or has not been 

enrolled at the University for more than 2 semesters, he/she must appoint the next President. 

 

If for some reason there is no one to hold a TEDx license and the President can not find anyone to hold it 

for the organization that follows the criteria set above, he/she may remain President for 1 year after the 

expiration of the last TEDx license. At this point, if no one is able to attain TEDx Licensing, the 

organization must disband and the current President will be responsible for implementing this. 

 

Article VII: Non-Hazing  

Hazing is strictly prohibited. Hazing shall be defined as any conduct which subjects another person,  

whether physically, mentally, emotionally, or psychologically, to anything that may endanger, abuse,  

degrade, or intimidate the person as a condition of association with a group or organization, regardless of 

the person's consent or lack of consent. 

 

Article VIII: Dues & Budgets  

There are no dues to be a member of TEDx at Indiana University. One of the Directors will take on the 

role of Treasurer as well and assist the President with managing the club’s finances. The budget will be 

reviewed once a month. 

 

Article IX: Finances  

The President and Treasurer/Director will manage the group’s financial affairs. The organization will be 

applying for a Student Organization Account and will follow all of the Student Organization Accounts 

office policies and procedures. If there is a surplus of money after the group dissolves, all of the money 



will be returned to the sponsors that donated the money. If there is a surplus of money after that, the rest 

of the money will be donated to whatever charity the President of the organization decides to pick. 

 

Article X: Personal Gain Clause  

This organization, if raising funds, shall ethically raise and distribute profits from organizational functions 

to either the organization or to members who provide a service that directly benefits the organization. 

Individual members may not receive compensation directly from for-profit companies if acting as a 

representative of a student organization.   

 

Article XI: Amendments  

Over 50% of the President, Vice President, and Director’s must vote to pass an amendment. If less than 

50% of the President, Vice President, and Directors aren’t at the meeting, the vote on any amendment will 

be invalid. However, all members will be notified at least one week prior to the vote being held. All of the 

member’s votes of the organization will count the same amount when voting on an amendment. A 

meeting will be called to vote on any amendment by the President of the organization within one month 

of a member proposing one if that member gets at least 2 other members to support that proposed 

amendment. An amendment will be approved if over 50% of members present vote in approval of the 

amendment. The President has the right to veto any amendment at that meeting. However, if at least 75% 

of the members present vote to overrule the President’s veto, the amendment will be added to the 

Constitution anyways. 

 

If there will be a vote on changing this Constitution’s rules on TED Licensing, the current Licensee has 

the right to veto any of these changes. If TED Licensing rules are being changed in this document, the 

current Licensee must be notified at least 1 week before any vote is held regarding this Constitution. 

He/she may veto these changes over email, telephone, video chat, writing, or in person. The way the 

organization can get around this is by the President selecting someone new to apply for and hold the 

TEDx License. The new person must be granted the TEDx License from TED before the veto from the 

old Licensee can be overruled. 

 

Article XII: Statement of Non-Discrimination 

TEDx at Indiana University allows any interested student to participate in, become a member of, and seek 

leadership positions in the organization without regard to arbitrary consideration of such characteristics as 

age, color, disability, ethnicity, gender, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, or 

veteran status. 



 
	


