
A Letter from the Director 
ences, symposia, and workshops. It has benefited 

the intellectual life of IU’s faculty and scholars, it 

has had a substantial impact on the academic and 

The year 2017 marks the 40th anniversary of the Polish 

Studies Center at Indiana University. The Center came 

into being because of an agreement on collaboration 

and scholarly exchanges between Indiana University and 

the University of Warsaw. The universities committed to 

founding two centers: the American Studies Center in 

Warsaw, which opened in 1976, and the Polish Studies 

Center at IU Bloomington, officially inaugurated on Oc-

tober 31, 1977. To appreciate the creativity and vision of 

the universities’ leaders at the time, one needs to remem-

ber that during the Cold War period, formal exchanges 

between academic institutions in the US and institutions 

from behind the Iron Curtain were quite rare. 

Both Centers supported students and scholars during 

Poland’s tumultuous period of the Solidarity movement, 

martial law, and the dark years of the 1980s. The Ameri-

can Studies Center offered a highly sought-after program 

in American studies and a great academic facility, which, 

at the time, boasted the only open-access library east of 

Berlin. The Polish Studies Center in Bloomington in turn 

served as an intellectual asylum for numerous scholars 

and students during martial law and the period leading 

to the 1989 collapse of the communist regime. Through-

out its existence, it hosted leading figures of Polish cul-

ture and politics, including the Nobel laureates President 

Lech Wałęsa and the poet Czesław Miłosz. In its daily 
operations, the Center has been deeply dedicated to 

promoting Polish studies, both academically and cul-

turally, and to facilitating scholarly exchanges between 

Polish universities (particularly the University of Warsaw 

and the Jagiellonian University) and Indiana University. 

The Center has been cooperating with many cultural 

institutions to bring to the Bloomington campus Polish 

writers, artists, and intellectuals and to organize confer-
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professional development of students on both sides of 

the ocean, and its cultural activities enrich the life of 

the wider Bloomington community.

In an age when many universities refuse to support 

centers of foreign culture, it is important to recognize 
the long-term investment of Indiana University in the 

Polish Studies Center and to cherish people who’ve 

contributed to the Center’s flourishing throughout the 

years. Timothy Wiles—whose dedication and talent we 

recognize each year with the Timothy Wiles Memorial 
lecture—and his wife Mary McGann worked tireless-
ly for the establishing of both the American Studies 

Center in Warsaw and the Polish Studies Center at IU. 

Timothy was director of the Polish Studies Center for 

over a decade, following in the footsteps of Mary Ellen 
Solt, the Center’s first director. Throughout the Cen-

ter’s existence, its activities have been directed by such 

eminent scholars as Bożena Shallcross, Jack Bielasiak, 
Owen Johnson, Bill Johnston, and Padraic Kenney, 

each shaping the Center differently and leaving their 

inimitable imprint on its history.

We hope this newsletter will give you a taste of the 

Center’s activities during the 2016–2017 academic year. 

We are proud of our rich program of lectures, exhibi-

tions, film series, and student and community events, 

but we would like to direct your attention to two events 

particularly designed to mark the Center’s 40th anni-

versary. One was the week-long residence on campus 

of Agnieszka Graff, an internationally renowned public 
intellectual, gender studies scholar, and a leading 

voice of feminism in Poland and elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe. Agnieszka Graff delivered on March 23, 2017, 
the 5th Annual Timothy Wiles Memorial Lecture, 
entitled “Ebola from Brussels: The Right-Wing War on 
‘Gender Ideology’ in Poland and Beyond.” During her 
stay on campus, Agnieszka fully participated in cam-

pus life: she discussed anti-genderism in Europe at the 
roundtable with Maria Bucur, Diana O’Brien, Clauda 
Breger, and Joanna Niżyńska (representing History/
Gender studies, Political Science, German, and Slavic 
departments, respectively); she was involved in the 

SayHerName# event, which focused on the issue of 
domestic abuse; she taught a class on the represen-

tation of women in Polish culture; and, finally, she 

had countless discussions with IU’s faculty members 

and students. Agnieszka Graff ’s home institution is 
the American Studies Center in Warsaw, so to host a 

scholar and activist of her stature at IU from the Polish 

Studies Center’s sister institution felt like a crystalli-

zation of the process put in motion 40 years ago. With 
Agnieszka’s visit, IU and Warsaw celebrated 40 years 

of shared history, proving how fruitful was the bold 

vision to create the two Centers decades before other 

universities invested in international collaborations.

The other event to celebrate the Center is an interna-

tional symposium, “Unforeseen Constellation: Read-
ing Postcolonial Poland with South America,” held by 
the Polish Studies Center April 28–29 and supported 

by a conference grant from the New Frontiers in the 

Arts and Humanities. This event celebrates the PSC by 
looking forward to forging new academic connections, 

and new trajectories of intellectual inquiries, by seeing 

what happens when we open the field of Polish Studies 

to other fields and disciplines. As the debate on the 

postcolonial status of Poland and the historical expe-

rience under communism keeps extending in Poland 

from the academic to the political and public discours-

es, the very terms of this debate become predictable 

and self-entrenched, ultimately contributing to the 

growing polarization of Polish society rather than to a 
dialogue between its various groups about the coun-

try’s past and future. The aspiration of the conference 

is to depart from the worn-out vocabulary into differ-

ent kinds of theoretical, political, and social concep-

tualizations. We hope that interacting with colleagues 
who work on the postcolonial framework in the 

cultural setting of Latin America helps us reconfigure 

our vocabulary and open up new possibilities. As I’m 

writing these words, I do not know yet what the two-

day gathering of scholars from Europe, the US, Brazil, 
and Argentina will bring, but I’m hoping that together 

we will be able to formulate potent questions that we 

perhaps can’t quite yet formulate on our own.

The anniversary celebrations continue in the Fall se-

mester with Krzysztof Penderecki’s visit to campus in 
November. Stay tuned for coming attractions! ■

Joanna Niżyńska
Director of Polish 
Studies Center
Associate Professor 
of Slavic and East 
European Languages 
and Cultures



2016-2017 EVENTS 

The Polish  Studies Center Presents:

Agata Zborowska is a PhD student at the Institute of Polish Culture in the Department of Film and Visual 
Culture at the University of Warsaw. She is currently a visiting scholar at Indiana University Bloomington. 
Her research interests lay in the intersection of material culture, visual studies, critical theory, and cultural 
history. Agata’s PhD project, “The Life of Things in post-war Poland (1944-1956): Practices and Images” 
was awarded a grant from the Polish National Science Center. She has published several articles in both 
Polish and English.  

While Polish society suffered from a shortage of everyday 
objects, a scarcity of foreign goods, and basic alimentation 
after World War II, the Polish cultural imagination in the 
immediate postwar years was paradoxically focused on 
treasure hunting, resembling a looting rush in the Wild West. 
This tension between scarcity and imagined abundance 
formed the canvas for the first post-war Polish comedy film 
Treasure directed by Leonard Buczkowski in 1948.
Drawing on a variety of representations of objects and 
selected social practices in the postwar period, Agata 
Zborowska will discuss the role of “things” in the context of 
their lack, scarcity, loss, or efforts to obtain them. The 
relatively extreme conditions of the immediate postwar years 
reveal the complex relationship between objects and subjects 
otherwise invisible in more stable circumstances.

“The Life of Things in Post-War Poland”
Agata Zborowska, PhD student at the University of Warsaw

November 3, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Student Building room 220

This semester’s Polish film series provides fascinating insight into recent Polish cinema through the lens of two award-winning 
films which, in idiosyncratic ways, combine a sophisticated cinematic language with a focus on individual life stories. Boldly 
exploring a range of existential and social issues, the films invite a critical inquiry into a set of universal themes and concerns, 
including the complexities of identity negotiation, the mechanisms of social exclusion, and the issues of dignity and victimization. 
The series is sponsored by the IU Polish Studies Center, the Department of Slavic and East European Languages and Cultures, the 
Russian and East European Institute, and IU Cinema.

CONTEMPORARY 
POLISH CINEMA: 
LIVES ON THE MARGINS

Papusza 
(2013) Directed by Joanna Kos-Krauze 
& Krzysztof Krauze
November 13 – Sunday – 3:00 p.m.

Life Feels Good 
(2013) Directed by Maciej Pieprzyca
September 26 – Monday – 7:00 p.m.

cinema.indiana.eduFor more information on IU Cinema programming, pick up a program booklet in our lobby at 1213 E. Seventh St. or visit www.cinema.indiana.edu. Tickets for all ticketed events are 
available at IU Auditorium Box Office during regular business hours, online through www.cinema.indiana.edu/tickets, and in the IU Cinema lobby one hour prior to any screening.
KC_IU CINEMA FALL 2016

Presented in partnership with Lotus Education and Arts Foundation, the IU Polish Studies Center, 
the Polish Cultural Institute New York, and Culture.pl

The Polish Studies Center invites you 
to an exciting afternoon of music and dancing 

with Polish ethno-jazz group 

Saturday September 17, 2016 from 3:30 – 5:30 pm 
IU GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES BUILDING ATRIUM 

355 North Jordan Avenue  

 Come hear Lautari give a special performance for the 

Polish Studies Center and learn to dance traditional 

folk dances! 

Please bring your friends and family 

as well as a dish or dessert to share. 

Don't miss this unique opportunity to experience the 

diverse richness of Polish culture firsthand!  contact: 

polish@indiana.edu

LAUTARI 

THE POLISH STUDIES CENTER 2016 INAUGURAL EVENT

The Polish Studies Center at Indiana University presents:

Marta Skwara
The University of Szczecin, Poland

"Polish Literature and Its Languages"
When compared to multilingual and multicultural world literatures, the 

status of Polish literature seems easily defined: it is written in one 
language and, for the most part, in one country. Yet Poland has always 

had bicultural writers who have used Polish together with another language, 
or even two, in their writings. Investigating these meaningful exceptions can 
be illuminating—it introduces foreigners to a “minor” literature that was at 

times composed in “major” languages such as 
French, English, German, Russian, Lithuanian and Spanish, not to 
mention the once universal Latin. Poland itself has a lesser known 

multicultural and multilingual past in which languages such as Yiddish 
and Lithuanian were prominent during the early to late modern periods. 

In examining creative works composed by Polish authors written in a 
language other than Polish, Marta Skwara will challenge the notion that 

Polish literature is a univocal national literature. 

October 26, 2016 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Woodburn Hall 121

Marta Skwara is a professor of Polish and Comparative 
Literature as well as the head of the Comparative Unit at the 
Polish and Cultural Studies Department at the University of 
Szczecin, Poland. Her research interests include translation 
and reception studies, European and transatlantic 
romanticism, and modernism/postmodernism. 

She has written extensively on global authors of the nineteenth and twentieth-
centuries as well as on Polish writers as seen in a world-literature context. She is a 
major voice in the reception of Walt Whitman in Polish culture, the subject of two 
of her many monographs. Marta Skwara is currently conducting research at the 
University of Iowa in the Obermann Centre for Advanced Studies, and at the 
University Lincoln-Nebraska.
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS AT IU

Kent and Suzann Owen
Bloomington, Indiana

Polish Studies Center Opens at Indiana University

United States Information Agency

November 1, 1977

 In the heart of America’s Middle West University students and scholars now have direct access to the his-
tory, culture, and language of Poland. On October 30 and 31, 1977, the Polish Studies Center of Indiana University 

was formally opened on the University’s main campus in Bloomington, a city of about 45,000 fifty miles south of 
Indianapolis, the State capital. The ceremonies celebrated the agreement worked out between Warsaw University 

and Indiana University to cooperate in a broad range of efforts that will increase opportunities for research, study, 
and cultural programs for both the United States and Poland.

 Although in the past both universities have contracted for various kinds of arrangements with academic 

institutions in other countries, this agreement brings Warsaw and Indiana into a particularly strong and unique 

relationship in which their special resources can be used on a reciprocal basis. 

 At the opening ceremonies, an Indiana University official explained:

“The program mixes the two features of overseas and international activities that this institution is proud 

of: its area studies on campus and its exchange program with overseas institutions of higher education. 

In this case we are trying to mix exchange with substance in such a way that the return to each member 

university is fed back into the process of on-campus area studies instructions.”

Indiana University, which enrolls 33,00 students on its main campus in Bloomington and another 44,000 on seven 

other campuses in the state of Indiana, was chosen for the agreements with Warsaw University because of its 

strong area studies program in East European Languages and Literatures. The University is also renowned for its 
School of Music, the largest in the world with 1,600 students and staffed by such celebrated artists as Janos Starker, 
Josef Gingold, Gerhard Husch, Menahem Pressler and Eileen Farrell. […].
 Just as the opening of the American Studies Center in Warsaw University on October 5, 1976, gave the Pol-

ish hosts the right occasion to entertain their American visitors, this year it was Indiana University’s turn to show 

its Polish guests some Hoosier hospitality. (It should be explained that the word “Hoosier” applies to any native 
of the State of Indiana or by extension to a long-time resident; its origin is a puzzle, but it has come to stand for 
the democratic spirit, the lack of affectation, the lively sense of humor, and the warm good natures that are said 
to characterize the people of Indiana.) Evidently the delegation from Indiana had discovered those same Hoosier 
qualities among the Polish people during their own visit to Warsaw for the events in Bloomington were consider-

ably more than the public acknowledgment of a formal relationship between two academic institutions: they were 

the cordial and festive reunion of many good friends. 

 The Polish delegation was led by Zygmunt Rybicki, the rector of Warsaw University, and Stanislaw Pawl-
iszewski, a minister-counselor of the embassy in Washington, D.C. Andrzej Bartnicki, professor of history and 
director of the American Studies Center at Warsaw University, and Andrzej Wroblewski, professor of physics, 
accompanied the rector while Jerzy Jasnowski, deputy consul-general in Chicago, attended with members of the 
consulate staff. The distinguished medievalist, Aleksander Gieysztor, professor of history at Warsaw, who is cur-
rently visiting professor at Harvard University, joined his colleagues for the ceremonies. 
 During the 1977-78 academic year there are three members of the Warsaw University faculty in residence at 
Indiana University: Aleksandra Jasinska-Kania, visiting professor of sociology; Romuald Kudlinski, visiting profes-

As we celebrate our 40th year at Indiana University, we would like to share with you this historic document 

from the United States Information Agency. Written just one day after the official inauguration of the 
Polish Studies Center, the piece chronicles the ceremonies, special guests, and the unique significance sur-
rounding the intellectual and cultural union of Indiana University and Warsaw University. 
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sor of economics; and Marek Golebiowski, research fellow. Prof. Jasinska-Kania is teaching a course that focuses on 
the interaction of social structure and personality through a comparison of the American and Polish national char-

acters. Prof. Kudlinski’s research deals with an analysis of structural changes in the world economy and stresses the 

current trends in capital flow and trade as a consequence of the changing role of the American economy within the 
world economy; he is also teaching seminars in both Indiana’s economics department and School of Business. Dr. 
Golebiowski, whose background is in American studies, is conducting research on the American musical theater.
[…] 
 Mary Ellen Solt, associate professor of comparative literature and director of the Center, sees it [the Cen-
ter] as “an information and service agency functioning as a clearinghouse for intellectual and cultural exchanges.” 
Under the Warsaw/Indiana agreement, Mrs. Solt spent the last academic year at the American Studies Center at 
Warsaw where she taught courses in American literature and continued her own work in concrete poetry. After her 

return to Bloomington her infectious enthusiasm for the Polish people and their culture gave even greater impetus 

to the plans that Indiana already had underway for the establishment of the Center. Because of her familiarity with 

the Warsaw administration and her congeniality and effectiveness—as both her American and Polish colleagues 
are quick to admit—she was a happy choice for the directorship. Lodged in an office brightly decorated with Polish 

artworks, photographs, and handicrafts and stocked 

with Polish books and periodicals, Mrs. Solt is al-
most as much an honorary “good will ambassador” 
as she is an administrator concerned with devel-

oping an ever-growing schedule of projects and 

events. Her duties go beyond the particular interest 
of Indiana to include those of the Midwestern Uni-
versities Consortium for International Activities, 

which looks to the Center for assistance on research 

conducted on Polish topics at any of the member 

institutions. […]. 
 The ceremonies opening the Center began 

in midafternoon on Sunday, October 30, with an 

exhibition of rare Polonica—books and documents 

concerned with Polish life and culture from the 

fifteenth to the early twentieth century. The mate-
rials were selected by Samuel Fiszman, professor of 
Polish in Indiana’s Department of Slavic Languages 
and Literatures, from the collections of the Univer-

sity’s Lilly Library, one of the world’s foremost rare book and manuscript libraries. (The Library’s holdings include 

more than 350,000 books, 3,500,000 manuscripts, and 100,000 pieces of music.) Three young Polish musicians 

currently enrolled in the Indiana University School of Music presented a short concert of the works by Fryderyk 
Chopin and Henryk Wienawski in the Library’s main reception room. Pianists Krzysztof Slowinski and Adam 
Wodnicki and violinist Zofia Kuberska performed with brilliance and finesse before an appreciative audience. 
 The formalities of the day were transacted in the Lincoln Room of the Library where John W. Ryan, pres-
ident of Indiana University, noted in his remarks the appropriateness of the setting because America’s great Civil 

War President had spent his formative years in southern Indiana, coming there in 1816 the year the State entered 

the Union and leaving 14 years later as a man of 21. President Ryan said that the Polish Studies Center should serve 
as “a symbol and model of the commitment that scholars and scholarship, students and knowledge can know 

no boundaries, but rather must reach out to know more.” Rector Rybicki responded that “we scholars know that 
we have the responsibility for the future fate of the world, and that we must meet that responsibility with honor.” 
George M. Wilson, dean of international programs at Indiana, acting as master of ceremonies throughout the two 
days, pointed out the similarities in the lives of the two national heroes, Lincoln and Kosciusko, and stressed their 

lifelong search for freedom. Rector Rybicki and President Ryan then jointly signed an annex to the agreement be-
tween their universities reaffirming the spirit of cooperation. 
 On Monday morning, October 31, the visitors inspected the quarters of the Polish Studies Center on the 
third floor of Goodbody Hall overlooking a densely shaded collegiate Gothic quadrangle near the center of the 
Bloomington campus. Prof. Kudlinski reemphasized the personal relationships that had given rise to the founding 
of the Center, noting especially the contributions made by Mrs. Solt and her family and the five years of prepara-

Mary Ellen Solt and Zygmunt Rybicki
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ti o n s c arri e d o ut b y D e a n G e or g e Wil s o n a n d hi s a s s o ci at e s. R e ct or R y bi c ki r e m ar k e d t h at “t h e pri n ci pl e of u nit y 
e xi st s i n t h e u ni v er sit y t o e n c o m p a s s t h e p h y si c al a n d s o ci al s ci e n c e s a s w ell a s t h e h u m a niti e s.” H e a n n o u n c e d t h e 
pr o vi si o n s i n t h e W ar s a w /I n di a n a a gr e e m e nt f or a s eri e s of c o nf er e n c e s o n v ari o u s s c h ol arl y t o pi c s w hi c h will s o o n 
b e e st a bli s h e d i n v ol vi n g t h e t w o u ni v er siti e s. H e a n d Pr e si d e nt R y a n s u g g e st t h at “t h e f a mil y” w o ul d b e a p erti n e nt 
s u bj e ct f or t h e fir st j oi nt di s c u s si o n.  
 Al s o pr e s e nt at t h e m e eti n g t o r e pr e s e nt t h e g o v er n m e nt o ffi c e s t h at h a v e f o st er e d t h e pr o gr a m w er e J o h n 
S c a nl o n, a s si st a nt d e p ut y dir e ct or of t h e U nit e d St at e s I nf or m ati o n A g e n c y, a n d Y al e Ri c h m o n d, dir e ct or of t h e 
o ffi c e of E a st E ur o p e a n pr o gr a m s, B ur e a u of E d u c ati o n al a n d C ult ur al A ff air s, U nit e d St at e s D e p art m e nt of St at e, 
b ot h of w h o m e x pr e s s e d t h eir s ati sf a cti o n o n t h e o p e ni n g of t h e C e nt er a n d t h eir g o o d wi s h e s f or it s s u c c e s s.
 L at er t h at aft er n o o n, t h e Di sti n g ui s h e d Al u m ni R o o m i n t h e I n di a n a M e m ori al U ni o n w a s t h e s c e n e of t h e 
i n a u g ur al l e ct ur e, “ T h e I m p ort a n c e of S ci e n c e,” d eli v er e d b y A n dr z ej Wr o bl e w s ki, pr of e s s or p h y si c s at W ar s a w. 
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p ort e d hi s cl ai m b y e x pl ai ni n g t h e c urr e nt c o n n e cti o n s b et w e e n p h y si c s a n d s u c h fi el d s a s bi ol o g y, c h e mi str y, a n d 
a str o n o m y. Tr a ci n g t h e d e v el o p m e nt of p h y si c s fr o m T h al e s of Mil et u s a n d Ari st otl e t o t h e c h ar m e d q u ar k s of t h e 
pr e s e nt d a y, Pr of. Wr o bl e w s ki v e nt ur e d t h e o pti o n t h at “ e n gi n e er s a n d t e c h ni ci a n s ar e w or ki n g o n t h e t e c h n ol o -
g y of t o d a y w hil e s ci e nti st s ar e i m pr o vi n g t h e t e c h n ol o g y of t o m orr o w.” At t h e c o n cl u si o n of hi s l e ct ur e — w hi c h , 
i n ci d e nt all y, h e g a v e i n E n gli s h ai d e d b y o nl y a f e w n ot e s f or q u ot ati o n s — h e a c c e pt e d q u e sti o n s fr o m t h e a u di e n c e 
o n v ari o u s a s p e ct s of hi s t o pi c, r eit er ati n g t h at “ a h u m a ni st m u st k n o w e n o u g h a b o ut s ci e n c e t o u n d er st a n d w h at’s 
g oi n g o n a n d w h y it i s i m p ort a nt.”
 T h e i n a u g ur al a d dr e s s w a s i n m a n y w a y s e m bl e m ati c of all t h e e v e nt s s urr o u n di n g t h e o p e ni n g of t h e C e n -
t er: i m pr e s si v el y er u dit e b ut e ntir el y a c c e s si bl e, c o n c ei v e d t o s p a n a n d c o n n e ct di v er s e di s ci pli n e s, s p o nt a n e o u sl y 
a n d a m u si n gl y d eli v er e d, att e nti v el y a n d t h o u g htf ull y r e c ei v e d. M or e o v er, Pr of. Wr o bl e w s ki m a d e hi s s p e e c h a s 
m u c h t o a n a s s e m bl y of fri e n dl y c oll e a g u e s br o u g ht t o g et h er i n t h e s y m p at h eti c s pirit of a c o m m o n e nt er pri s e a s 
t o a n a u di e n c e of di s p ar at e s c h ol ar s a n d st u d e nt s. 
 T h e p er s o n al r el ati o n s hi p s t h at pr o vi d e t h e C e nt er wit h s o a u s pi ci o u s a b e gi n ni n g w er e str e n gt h e n e d 
t hr o u g h t hr e e b u s y d a y s t h at i n cl u d e d t h e I n di a n a- Mi n n e s ot a f o ot b all g a m e ( w hi c h, a m o n g ot h er f a v or a bl e 
o m e n s, t h e H o o si er s w o n i n a n u p s et), a p erf or m a n c e b y t h e U ni v er sit y’s O p er a T h e at er of M o z art’s M a gi c Fl ut e, 
di n n er p arti e s a n d r e c e pti o n s, l u n c h e o n s a n d m e eti n g s wit h d e p art m e nt s, a vi sit t o t h e U ni v er sit y c y cl otr o n, a n d 
a s h ort e x c ur si o n t o n ei g h b ori n g Br o w n C o u nt y, o n e of t h e St at e’s b e st k n o w n s c e ni c attr a cti o n s. T h e gr o u p al s o 
vi sit e d t h e U ni v er sit y Li br ar y, w hi c h r a n k s 1 0t h a m o n g u ni v er sit y li br ari e s i n t h e n ati o n i n v ol u m e s h el d.
 If t h e w ar m f e eli n g s a n d s pirit s of b ot h t h e P ol e s a n d t h e H o o si er s ar e a r eli a bl e i n di c ati o n of w h at o n e c a n 
e x p e ct fr o m t h eir c o o p er ati v e u n d ert a ki n g, t h e n t h e P oli s h St u di e s C e nt er at I n di a n a U ni v er sit y i s i n d e e d o ff t o a n 
e x c ell e nt st art. ■

Z y g m u nt R y bi c ki a n d J o h n W. R y a n
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WILES MEMORIAL LECTURE
To mark our 40th anniversary at Indiana University, the Polish Studies invited Agnieszka Graff, an internation-
ally renowned public intellectual and leading gender studies scholar, for a week-long visit to IU. It was quite 

fitting to invite Graff for this momentous occasion because she is a scholar at the American Studies Center at 
the University of Warsaw. As PSC Director Joanna Niżyńska noted, "To host a scholar and activist of Agnieszka 
Graff’s stature at IU can be seen as the crystallization of a process put in motion 40 years ago." Agnieszka Graff 
was kept busy with many meetings and events during her week-long stay. She met with local activist groups, she 

spoke to students from the Introduction to Polish Culture course about current gender issues in Poland, and 

she participated in an engaging roundtable on anti-genderism in Europe with IU Professors Maria Bucur, Diana 
O’Brian, Claudia Breger, and Joanna Niżyńska. Graff completed her visit by giving a talk for our 5th annual Tim-

othy Wiles Memorial Lecture, which was attended by close to 70 guests. Before her talk, “Ebola From Brussels: 
The Right-Wing War on 'Gender Ideology' in Poland and Beyond,” opening remarks were given by Lee Fein-
stein, Dean of the School of Global and International Studies, as well as Director of the PSC Joanna Niżyńska. ■

Dean Feinstein at the Wiles Memorial Lecture

Anti-Genderism Roundtable

PSC Director Joanna Niżyńska

Roundtable Panel

Teaching Introduction to Polish CultureMaria Bucur, Agnieszka Graff, and Joanna Niżyńska



Interview with Agnieszka Graff
Joanna Niżyńska: Can you tell us something about  your intellectual trajectory? How have you become the Ag-
nieszka Graff we know? 

Agnieszka Graff: Every life-story has many versions. I 
recently tried to make sense of mine, while recording the 

interview which resulted in the book “Graff. Jestem Stąd” 
(Krytyka Polityczna, 2014, with Michał Sutowski). As the 
title suggests, I view myself as someone rooted in Polish 

culture, but this identity is somewhat problematic. It needs 

to be claimed. I have spent a total of seven years in the USA, 

and two more in the UK. It is a story of failed emigration, if 

you will. One of nostalgia, homesickness, alienation. With-

out intending it, I seem to have maintained the perspective 

of an outsider looking in. The years spent abroad shape 

how I write about gender in Polish culture. The fact that 

I’m polish affects my view of America. I am also an outsider 
in conservative, Catholic Poland as both a feminist and a 

person with Jewish roots.  I have been told publicly to “go 

where I came from”, or “leave, if I don’t like it here”. Well, I 
am not leaving. I belong here. 

Joanna Niżyńska: What were your formative experiences? 

Agnieszka Graff: 1988 – my leaving Poland to study in 

the States. 1995 – coming back to stay. It was by looking 

at Poland through my “americanized” perspective that I 
became a feminist. In the States, as a student, I had been a 

Joyce scholar with only a marginal interest in gender studies. 

Discovering the pervasiveness of sexism in Poland, the country I had missed so badly – this experience made me 
who I am. Then there is 2000-2001 – the publication of my first book (“Świat bez kobiet”) and the first Manifa, the 
feminist demonstration which I co-organized with a group friends. These annual street marches are still happen-
ing, by the way; I am proud to count myself among the mothers of the Manifa movement. Then there was the 
international moment – a Fulbright scholarship that took me to the US, but also to India in 2004. It is in dialogue 

with women from many different locations – Israel, Croatia, India, China, the Caribbean – that I began to under-
stand the complex  and dangerous intersections between gender and nationalism. This has been the central theme 

of my work ever since. 

Joanna Niżyńska: Who has influenced you most? 

Agnieszka Graff: I had great teachers at Amherst and at Oxford, that would 

be a long list. But what really shaped me as a scholar and writer were the 

years after 1995: I was strongly affected by Prof. Ann Snitow, the brilliant 
New York based feminist academic, who came to teach in Warsaw and has 

remained my mentor and friend. Prof. Michał Głowiński’s seminar in narra-
tive theory at the Graduate School for Social Research in Warsaw shaped me 
as a reader of texts. Prof. Maria Janion – obviously. Her work on gender in the 
Polish Romantic tradition had an enormous impact on an entire generation 
of Polish feminists. I was also strongly influenced by books by three Amer-
icans: Shana Penn, David Ost and Elizabeth Dunn. They all saw things that 
were strangely invisible to Polish scholars after 1989: the role of women in 

Solidarity, the role of class conflict and economic inequality in the transition 
era. This blindness has cost dearly in recent years. 

Elizabeth Dunn and Agnieszka Graff
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Joanna Niżyńska: What are the differences between gender studies in the US and in Poland? Feminist move-
ment in the US and Poland? What would you like American feminists to learn from their Polish counterparts and 

vice-versa?

Agnieszka Graff: That is a huge question, the subject of endless 
debates.  One key difference is that in Poland feminist scholars 
tend to be activists, as well. There is no “ivory tower”, no deep 
division between theory and practice. Academia is not a safe 

space where you can hide from politics. Feminist law and phi-

losophy professors have entered mainstream politics, something 

very rare in the States. Many of the women in charge of Manifa 
and Black Protests are also feminist intellectuals, academics. As 

for feminist theory, it tends to travels from West to East. Judith 
Butler’s work has been tremendously influential in Poland, as 
is Faludi’s book Backlash and the key works by black feminists, 

especially bell hooks. It has all been translated and studied. 

Sadly, there is little movement in the other direction. Eastern 
European feminists tend to be treated in the West condescend-
ingly, as providers of ‘raw material’. We  deliver facts and western 

scholars theorize them. Books and articles by authors from the 
region are rarely published, cited or discussed. Not a single book 

by Maria Janion has been translated into English. She is a world-
class feminist thinker, but completely unknown in the West. We 

simply do not exist on the map of transnational feminism.  So I 

guess the main message is: take us seriously. Read us. We may 
know things you really need to hear, especially now that the 

liberal world order is crumbling.

Joanna Niżyńska: What stimulated your work on anti-genderism? What are your predictions as to the develop-

ment of this movement?

Agnieszka Graff: The initial spark came in the fall of 2012, when I took part in a public debate at the Dominican 
Church in Warsaw. I was invited to speak on “gender”. To my amazement, my opponents, conservative Catholic 
women, were convinced that gender was an evil force, a grave danger to children, to Polish culture. Then a group 

of demonstrators entered with signs “GENDER=666” and proceeded to throw a smoke-bomb into the audience. 
Nobody was hurt, but the room had to be evacuated, the police were called. I was shocked, scared but also fas-

cinated: I had witnessed first-hand the intensity of the moral panic outrage around genderism, which had been 
brewing on the right for some time. Since then I have been reading anti-gender books, brochures and articles, 

listening to their lectures on you-tube, etc. By 2014 I was part of an international group of scholars working on the 

subject, which is how I learned that this movement has spread across Europe, that it cuts across religions (the core 
is Catholic, but there are secular versions, and Russian Orthodox church is a key force). It is extremely successful 
at mobilizing “concerned parents” against sex educators, abortion rights, gay marriage, etc. Gender conservatism 
is an important component of the new wave of right wing populism in Europe. It is not just a threat to women’s 
rights or LGBT rights, but to liberal democracy itself. 

Joanna Niżyńska: You have been working on anti-genderism with dr. Elżbieta Korolczuk. Tell us something about 
this collaboration.  

Agnieszka Graff: Elżbieta is a sociologist who has done fascinating work on motherhood, parental movements 
and civil society. She is also a former student of mine, a feminist activist, and a great friend. We think and write 

together well. We have so far co-authored two articles on the anti-gender movement; I contribute a cultural-stud-

ies perspective, she has broad theoretical knowledge of social movements. We are both fascinated by this phenom-

enon and troubled by the misunderstandings surrounding it. We have read and discussed dozens of anti-gender 
texts, spent hours together on anti-gender websites. Our conclusion is that this is more than a new wave of back-
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lash, or Catholic anti-feminism. It persistently uses the language of human rights and individual freedom, except 

that human rights are applied to “unborn children”, “freedom of religion” is used by doctors who want to deny 
patients contraception or abortion. Anti-genderism is turning democratic ideals and procedures against liberal de-

mocracy. Basically, the war on gender needs to be seen as a manifestation of a new political phenomenon:  illiberal 

civil society. One of articles, the one on Poland is to be published in the volume Anti-Gender Campaigns in Europe. 
Mobilizing against Equality,  edited by Roman Kuhar and David Paternotte. Our most ambitious piece so far, an ar-
ticle on the anti-colonia frame in anti-genderism has been accepted for publication in Signs. A short version of our 

core ideas can be found online in Global Dialogue, where we published a piece titled “Towards An Illiberal Future: 
Anti-Genderism and Anti-Globalization (http://isa-global-dialogue.net/towards-an-illiberal-future-anti-gender-
ism-and-anti-globalization/). 

Joanna Niżyńska: During your visit in Bloomington, you participated in the roundtable on anti-genderism in 
Europe, which triggered an exciting conversation with the audience. What do you think about the reaction of the 
academic audience to this issue? how does it differ (if indeed it differs) from the reactions you get in Polish aca-
demic circles?

Agnieszka Graff: It was a fascinating exchange. I was pleased and surprised by the level of interest, and the  
awareness that anti-genderism is a serious issue, part of the major changes going on in world politics today. In Po-

land, many people on the left, especially men, persist in viewing anti-genderism as a Polish peculiarity, and some-

thing of a silly joke. They ignore evidence to the contrary. There is also a tendency to dismiss any phenomenon that 

pertains to women’s and gay rights as marginal. Polish intellectual debates are still quite sexist, even when they pay 

lip service to feminism.  The scholars I met in Bloomington are free of this bias, and genuinely open to the idea 

that anti-genderism is a key part of the new wave of right wing populism. I was especially interested in comments 

concerning the far right in the US, possible links or common themes with Breitbart, the connection with anti-Sem-

itism. The anti-gender movement in Europe has some very real connections to American Christian fundamental-
ists, but these links still need to be explored. 

Joanna Niżyńska: What are other projects you keep on the back burner?

Agnieszka Graff: I’ve got two. One grows out of my teaching at the American Studies Center and my decade-long 

love affair with old Hollywood movies. I’m putting together a book of essays on films like Imitation of Life (1934), 
Mildred Pierce (1945), Adam’s Rib  (1949); All about Eve (1950) – what I call ‘gender flicks’. Long before second wave 
feminism, they engaged the question of gender equality. What makes these movies so much fun, besides the great 

dialogues and the wonderful acting, is that they anticipate the feminist revolution, as well as the conservative 

backlash that followed. They also have a camp following, so my book may find a readership.

Joanna Niżyńska: And the other project? 

Agnieszka Graff: It is linked to my work on anti-genderism. It is an article that enters into dialogue with western 

scholars about the future of feminism, a meta-historical study inspired by works of such scholars as Lauren Ber-

lant, Hester Eisenstein, Nancy Fraser, Eva Illouz and Sylvia Walby. I look at the various narratives about the fate 
of the second wave that have been in circulation in recent decades in both the media and the feminist academic 

circles: backlash, postfeminism, the end of men, incorporation of feminism into therapy culture, “seduction” by 
neoliberalism. These stories need to be revisited from a perspective other that a US-centered one. Transnational 

feminism needs to become more aware that liberal democracy can no longer be taken for granted. The rise of right 

wing populism changes everything. And this is perhaps more visible in Warsaw or Budapest than it is in New York 

City… ■
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Unforeseen Constellations: Reading Postcolonial Poland with South America
April 28-29, 2017

To celebrate its 40th anniversary, the Polish Studies Center hosted a two-day international symposium to firmly 
position the discussion about Poland’s past and present in a transnational context.

Although the impact of Poland’s decades-long subordination to the Soviet Union has been openly discussed, the 

labels of “colonial” and “postcolonial” have been reserved for the regions that were geographically clearly separat-
ed from the colonizing countries, much as Africa and India were separated from Europe. Less than twenty years 

later—due to mobility and globalization of intellectual frameworks and academic discourses—the debate on 
the postcolonial status of Poland became prominent, extending from academic circles into political and public 

discourse. “Unforeseen Constellations: Reading Postcolonial Poland with South America” created an opportu-
nity for a theoretical and political intervention in this debate featuring prominent scholars from Europe, South 
America, and the US. The symposium participants engaged in comparative postcolonial discussions to question 

the advantages and disadvantages of the transfer of postcolonial studies into Eastern Europe. Some of the ma-
jor themes included postcolonial authenticity, examining blind spots of postcolonial frameworks, religion and 

religiosity, literary postcolonialism, and Eastern European and South American encounters. The symposium was 
opened with welcoming remarks from Nick Cullather, Executive Associate Dean of SGIS and Professor of History 

and International Studies, and from the symposium organizers Joanna Niżynska and Kristin Kopp.
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Symposium Program

April 28, 2017 
Social Science Research Commons, Woodburn Hall 200

9:30-9:45     Welcoming remarks 
Nick Cullather Executive Associate Dean of SGIS, Professor of History and International Studies

9:45-10:30   Introduction: Unforeseen Constellations 
Joanna Niżynska (IU) and Kristin Kopp (University of Missouri)

10:30-12:00 Producing and Questioning Postcolonial Authenticity 
Introduced by Kristin Kopp and Joanna Niżyńska
Moderated by Natalie Misteravich-Carroll
Principal Constellation: Stanley Bill, Stephanie Kane, Ranu Samantrai, Dariusz Skórczewski, Michael Young 
With input from: Ishan Ashutosh, Kelly Hayes, Dorota Kołodziejczyk, Béla Soltész, Tomasz Zarycki 

2:00-4:00     Screening of The Wondrous World of Laundry 
(dir. Hans-Christian Schmid, 2009) followed by discussion 

4:15-6:00     Blind Spots of Postcolonial Frameworks 
Introduced by Kristin Kopp and Joanna Niżyńska 
Moderated by Tamara Trojanowska
Principal Constellation: Akin Adesokan, Marina Antić, Ishan Ashutosh, Stanley Bill, Dorota Kołodziejczyk, Ranu Samant-
rai, Béla Soltész, Tomasz Zarycki 
With input from: Laura Clapper, Stephanie Kane, Micol Seigel, Dariusz Skórczewski, Anita Starosta
 

April 29, 2017
Faculty Room, Indiana Memorial Union 

9:00-10:30   Religion and Religiosity: The Postcolonial Politics of the Sacred
Introduced by Kristin Kopp and Joanna Niżyńska 
Moderated by Tamara Trojanowska
Principal Constellation: Laura Clapper, Kelly Hayes, Henryk Siewierski, Anita Starosta, Michael Young 
With input from: Marina Antić, Dorota Kołodziejczyk, Tomasz Zarycki 

10:45-12:15 Literary Postcolonialism 
Introduced by Kristin Kopp and Joanna Niżyńska 
Moderated by Anke Birkenmaier
Principal Constellation: Akin Adesokan, Marina Antić, Jennifer Croft, Henryk Siewierski, Marcelo Paiva de Souza, 
With input from: Stanley Bill, Laura Clapper, Dariusz Skórczewski, Anita Starosta 

2:00-3:30     Relocating Centers and Peripheries
Introduced by Kristin Kopp and Joanna Niżyńska 
Moderated by Lessie Frazier
Principal Constellation: Ishan Ashutosh, Stanley Bill, Kelly Hayes, Dorota Kołodziejczyk, Micol Seigel, Dariusz Skórczews-
ki, Anita Starosta, Tomasz Zarycki
With input from: Akin Adesokan, Marina Antić, Jennifer Croft, Micol Seigel, Béla Soltész, Marcelo Paiva de Souza, Michael 
Young 

3:45-5:15     Eastern European – South American Encounters 
Introduced by Kristin Kopp and Joanna Niżyńska 
Moderated by Łukasz Siciński
Principal Constellation: Jennifer Croft, Stephanie Kane, Henryk Siewierski, Béla Soltész, Micol Seigel, Marcelo Paiva de 
Souza 
With input from: Akinwumi Adesokan, Majed Akhter, Marina Antić, Ishan Ashutosh, Stanley Bill, Adam Bledsoe, Anke 
Birkenmaier, Laura Clapper, Lessie Frazier, Kelly Hayes, Dorota Kołodziejczyk, Kristin Kopp, Joanna Niżyńska, Ranu Samant-
rai, Dariusz Skórczewski, Anita Starosta, Tamara Trojanowska, Michael Young, Tomasz Zarycki        
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Symposium Photos



 LECTURE SERIES

The Polish Studies Center at Indiana University presents:

Marta Skwara
The University of Szczecin, Poland

"Polish Literature and Its Languages"
When compared to multilingual and multicultural world literatures, the 

status of Polish literature seems easily defined: it is written in one 
language and, for the most part, in one country. Yet Poland has always 

had bicultural writers who have used Polish together with another language, 
or even two, in their writings. Investigating these meaningful exceptions can 
be illuminating—it introduces foreigners to a “minor” literature that was at 

times composed in “major” languages such as 
French, English, German, Russian, Lithuanian and Spanish, not to 
mention the once universal Latin. Poland itself has a lesser known 

multicultural and multilingual past in which languages such as Yiddish 
and Lithuanian were prominent during the early to late modern periods. 

In examining creative works composed by Polish authors written in a 
language other than Polish, Marta Skwara will challenge the notion that 

Polish literature is a univocal national literature. 

October 26, 2016 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Woodburn Hall 121

Marta Skwara is a professor of Polish and Comparative 
Literature as well as the head of the Comparative Unit at the 
Polish and Cultural Studies Department at the University of 
Szczecin, Poland. Her research interests include translation 
and reception studies, European and transatlantic 
romanticism, and modernism/postmodernism. 

She has written extensively on global authors of the nineteenth and twentieth-
centuries as well as on Polish writers as seen in a world-literature context. She is a 
major voice in the reception of Walt Whitman in Polish culture, the subject of two 
of her many monographs. Marta Skwara is currently conducting research at the 
University of Iowa in the Obermann Centre for Advanced Studies, and at the 
University Lincoln-Nebraska.



Interview with Marta Skwara

Polish Studies Center: Please tell me a little bit about the research that you are conducting at the University of 

Lincoln Nebraska and the University of Iowa. What brought you to the States to conduct research?

Marta Skwara: Basically this is the study of Walt Whit-

man’s reception in Poland. I study his translation into 

Polish and all of the Polish authors connected with Whit-

man. Some of them are very famous, like Nobel laureate 

Czesław Miłosz, who translated Whitman, some of them 
really forgotten by now, but I believe that their translations 

were so interesting that they are worth studying. So far I 

have published two books about the Polish reception of 

Whitman, both of them in Polish, but now I am working 

on an American version of this book with a translator, Jim 

Merchant, and I am also preparing an electronic bibliogra-
phy of Polish translations of Whitman, which will be put in 

the Whitman archive. 

Polish Studies Center: Are there many translations of 

Whitman in Polish?

Marta Skwara: It depends on how you count. If you com-

pare it to German translations you can say that there are 
not so many, but still I believe that there were many over 

the more than 100 years. We started translating Whitman 

in 1872 so it’s a really long time. Sometimes it’s just 2 or 3 

poems trans-

lated by a fine 
Polish poet. So 

they are really worth recording and coming back to. This is one project, 

but I am also working on a Polish literature handbook, or compendium. 

One volume is Polish history and literature in a comparative context. It 

is going to be in English and it is going to show the whole scope of Pol-
ish literature, but I have my own ideas on how it should be done. It is 

not chronological. It is focused around some issues or problems. I want 

to show Polish literature in contact with world literature. 

Polish Studies Center: Can you give an example of how you are con-

necting Polish literature to World literature other than the Whitman 

example?

Marta Skwara: One of these examples is in translations. For example, I 

point to one of our most known poetic cycles dating back to the renais-

sance, and then I show several translations into English from different 
countries (English, American, modern, old translation), then I try to 
show how people used to understand this cycle and how they referred 

to it. Translation is the most natural way of crossing the limits of the 

country of language, but more interesting even are all sorts of  inter-

textual references which happened to Czesław Miłosz very often. He 

The Polish Studies Center at Indiana University presents:

Marta Skwara
The University of Szczecin, Poland

"Polish Literature and Its Languages"
When compared to multilingual and multicultural world literatures, the 

status of Polish literature seems easily defined: it is written in one 
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Marta Skwara is a professor of Polish and Comparative 
Literature as well as the head of the Comparative Unit at the 
Polish and Cultural Studies Department at the University of 
Szczecin, Poland. Her research interests include translation 
and reception studies, European and transatlantic 
romanticism, and modernism/postmodernism. 

She has written extensively on global authors of the nineteenth and twentieth-
centuries as well as on Polish writers as seen in a world-literature context. She is a 
major voice in the reception of Walt Whitman in Polish culture, the subject of two 
of her many monographs. Marta Skwara is currently conducting research at the 
University of Iowa in the Obermann Centre for Advanced Studies, and at the 
University Lincoln-Nebraska.

Marta Skwara and PSC Director Joanna Niżyńska



became really important for some generations of American poets who quote Miłosz in English translation in their 
own poems. So “minor” literature becomes a point of reference and a point of dialogue within world literatures.

Polish Studies Center: You mentioned the minor and the major, and that brings us to the topic of your talk 

today. Could you please give our readers a summary of your talk?

Marta Skwara: It is strictly connected with the book that I 

am writing. Because I needed this also for myself to realize 
how many examples of Polish authors we have that used 

another language. And I must say that from the beginning 

I thought that of course I can point to some:  ‘it’s not a big 

deal, I can write it and describe it in a few pages.’  But when I 

started to study I found many interesting examples of bi-

cutural, bilingual poets and writers who would use major 

languages like English, French, German, but also who would 
use languages like Yiddish, for example, or Lithuanian, or at 

the beginning certainly Latin was the Polish literary lan-

guage. So, I decided to put it together to show all of these 

cases of Polish literature not in the Polish language.  I believe 

this can make  a fine introduction for those people who know 
some major language and would like to read something with-

out translation. 

Polish Studies Center: You mentioned what kind of hope 

you have for your research in terms of Western audiences as 

an introduction to Polish for people who are familiar with 

major languages, but what do you think will happen in terms 

of Polish literature in Poland with your study?

   

Marta Skwara: I believe that for Polish students of literature, 
and I use this in a broad meaning so not only students but professors and everybody who reads Polish literature 

with some interest, it should be interesting to see Polish literature in a different perspective, from some differ-
ent angle. Because what we are used to doing in Poland is to just to study Polish literature, in Polish, in Poland. 

This is it. But then when you put it out of this context, when you show other connections, other languages, and 

all these re-readings of Polish literature in the world, you really have a different picture. So I believe that it may 
be interesting for Polish readers to read Polish literature, not just as Polish literature, but as one of the European 
literatures. ■

Associate Dean for International Affairs  Russell 
Valentino, PSC Director Joanna Niżyńska, and 
Marta Skwara

SUPPORT THE POLISH STUDIES CENTER!
To make a donation to fund the activities and the students of the Polish Studies Center

please visit:

http://www.indiana.edu/~polishst/support/
and click on “Give Now.”

Donations can also be mailed to our office:

Polish Studies Center

Global and International Studies Building
355 N. Jordan Ave., Room 4046

Bloomington, IN 47401



Interview with Visiting PhD Student Agata Zborowska

Agata Zborowska is a PhD student at the Institute of Polish Culture in the Department of Film and Visual Cul-
ture at the University of Warsaw.  In fall 2016, Agata was a visiting scholar at Indiana University Bloomington, 

where she conducted research for her disserta-

tion, entitled “The Life of Things in Post-War 

Poland (1944-1956): Practices and Images.” In 
November, Agata presented some of her work for 

the Polish Studies Center in a talk titled “The Life 

of Things in Post-War Poland.”

Polish Studies Center: Please tell us a little 
about your project.

Agata Zborowska: I really wanted to write about 

things, everyday objects. That was the first idea. 
And I was trying to find a good perspective. So I 
read a lot of books about things in a period where 

the problem was how to deal with an abundance 

of things, so like with Victorian culture and the 
literature about it. I was wondering how to write 

about things in a completely different time, or 
maybe different conditions. So I decided that it 
was good to look at things during a period where 

there was a problem with things in general: to get things, and the scarcity of things. Probably the ideal period is 

the war. But at the same time, during the war you care more about your life and your family’s life than about ma-

terial objects. So I decided that maybe the post-war period is the best period to examine because you don’t have 

to care about your life and there will probably be some development in production and consumption, but at the 

same time you have to produce these things because they do not exist in the same way as before the war. That was 

basically my idea on why to work on things. And of course, post-war Poland is an interesting example because of 

the communist rules and ideas behind things. My idea was to show the dynamic between [communist] ideology 
and the ideas behind the ideology about things and about materiality, and at the same time to look at what Michel 
de Certeau describes as “tactics.” On the one hand you have the strategies connected with institutions and on the 

other you have tactics connected 

with everyday practices and every-

day lives and how they deal with 

this ideology.

Polish Studies Center: In the 
sense of acquiring things?

Agata Zborowska: In the sense 
of thinking about things. My idea 
was to write about the history of 

mentality, or the history of the 

imaginary. I wanted to know, or 

try to gain the knowledge of, how people perceive things in general. What kind of values, what kind of meanings 

were rooted in things in the post-war period. The government was trying to create some ideas, but of course they 

were not the same ideas that people [acutally] had. This tension between ideology and everyday practice was quite 
important for me. The problem is what kind of materials you are looking for to find these ideas behind things and 
the ideas that people try to put onto things. 



Polish Studies Center: Why did you choose 

to conduct research in Bloomington?

Agata Zborowska: I chose Bloomington 

because of Padraic Kenney. I think that his 

book [Rebuilding Poland: Workers and Com-
munists, 1945-1950] is still so important, and 
after so many years in English it was published 
one or two years ago in Polish. I decided that it 

would be a good idea to ask Padraic about my 

thoughts about post-war Poland. My back-
ground is not in history, so I really needed 

someone who was more educated in this area 

simply because I read a lot of history and I’m 

not satisfied with this [Polish] narration, at 
least in this area in this post-war period. And of 

course they are also created by people, by his-

torians who were born during the PRL or just 
before PRL, so they are rooted in their expe-
rience in some way and they are often against 

the PRL or the whole ideology connected with 
Communism. So what I really liked in Padraic’s 

book is that you really see this distance which 

often Polish historians don’t have.

Polish Studies Center: What kind of research where you conducting here at IU?

Agata Zborowska: It’s funny, because there are many more materials here than in the University library in War-

saw. There are a lot of very old, I would say even neglected, books about this period, and a lot of journals and 

magazines. It was good, because you can sit here in one place with all of these Polish materials as well as books in 
English which is difficult to find in Poland. For these two reasons Bloomington was a great place to conduct re-
search. ■

Ongoing Anniversary 
Celebrations 

The 40th anniversary 

celebrations will continue 

in the Fall with a visit from 

composer and conductor

Krzysztof Penderecki

To keep up with our 
latest events and initiatives, 
please consider subscribing 
to our informational listserv! 

You can easily subscribe by sending an 

email to polish@indiana.edu. 

You can also find us on Facebook or 
online at: 

http://www.indiana.edu/~polishst/
home/ 
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In Fall 2016, the Polish Studies Center partnered with both the IU Cinema and the Ryder Film Series to present 
three contemporary Polish films: Life Feels Good (dir. Maciej Pieprzyca, 2013), Papusza (dirs. Krzysztof Krauze, 
Joanna Kos-Krauze, 2013), and Cosmos (dir. Andrzej Żulawski, 2015). Sofiya Asher and Łukasz Siciński, Lectur-
ers in the Department of Slavic and East European Languages and Cultures, gave introductory remarks before 
the film screenings. Łukasz Siciński also presented a “Polish Animation Night,” and the PSC hosted a special 
screening of The Maids of Wilko to honor the passing of Andrzej Wajda.

 FILM SERIES



Interview with Adam Zucker

Adam Zucker, an award-winning documentary 

filmmaker and editor from New York City, came to 
the Polish Studies Center in February for a screen-

ing of his 2014 documentary film, The Return. His 
previous independent film Greensboro: Closer to 
the Truth, about the first Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission in the U.S., received the Audience 

Award for Best Feature at the Rome International 
Film Festival. Zucker has also edited many feature 

documentaries, including Rory Kennedy’s Amer-
ican Hollow (HBO), Michael Kantor’s Broadway: 
The American Musical (PBS), Madison Davis Lacy’s 
Richard Wright: Black Boy (PBS) and Ken Burns 
and Steve Ives’ The West (PBS).

The Return chronicles the lives of four women—

Kasia, Tusia, Maria and Katka—who were raised 
Catholic but discovered that they were Jewish 

sometime in their teens. The film follows their stories over the course of four years, as they negotiate their Jewish 
identities and try to find a sense of community. In accompanying these women as they struggle with challenging 
choices related to both their personal and collective identities, the documentary explores the difficult reality of 
being Jewish in contemporary Poland. 

The film screening, co-sponsored by the Borns Jewish Studies Program at IU, was well attended by students, facul-
ty, and members of the Bloomington community. Zucker eagerly answered the audience's many questions after the 

screening and he updated us on the lives of the four young women in the film. He 
also addressed his own perceptions of Jewish culture in contemporary Poland.

PSC: What made you interested in making The Return?

Adam Zucker: […] I have a very zen approach that I don’t go seeking projects, 
but when they come to me I know it; and I’m Jewish and I never made a Jewish 

film. I’m very comfortable being Jewish; it was just separate from the rest of me, 
so to speak, or from my filmmaking life. But a number of years ago, in 2008, I was 
reading the New York Times and there was an article about the interest in Poland 

for Jewish culture among non-Jewish Poles. The example they were giving was the 

Kraków Jewish Culture Festival, and I said ‘Wow! A Jewish cultural festival in the 
place where there are no Jewish people and which is probably a really anti-Semitic 

country’ because that is what I grew up believing. And I applied for, and received, 

a small grant to go to Poland to look into this festival. I learned, over a period of 

time, that Poland is not a very anti-Semitic country and, regardless of that, the 

interest in Jewish culture was very authentic but it was not interesting to me as a 

filmmaker.

While investigating the festival, Zucker met a number of young people who 
had recently discovered their Jewish roots. Their process of exploring and negotiating that newfound 
identity became the topic for his film.

Adam Zucker: For me, doing that anywhere [making a film about the subject] is very interesting but particular-
ly in Poland, a place which was once the epicenter of the Jewish world and had the largest Jewish population and 

Jewish knowledge base in the world. For people in that setting, to be trying to figure out what it means to be Jewish 
and not knowing what it meant seemed to be really rich and resonant, and I just continued to explore that idea 

with the people that I met and ended up making this movie.
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Installation Artist Wojtek Sawa Visits the PSC

Polish Studies Center: Please tell us a little bit about your piece 
The Wall Speaks.

Wojtek Sawa:  The Wall Speaks—Voices of the Unheard is a par-
ticipatory, multimedia installation. It is dedicated to Polish chil-

dren and teenagers of WWII. But it is designed in such a way as to 

address anyone today (groups of people, individuals) who cannot 

speak with a voice of their own and who feel that they are not being 

treated as fully human. In that sense the show has, I think, spoken 

to emigrants, members of the LGBTQ community, battered women, 
molested children etc. Through its interactive features it creates a 

platform for those who feel that they are marginalized, disenfran-
chised, not able to speak or share their story. To participate, in a 

sense, in co-creating the exhibit itself and in establishing this bridge 

between what happened to Polish children and teenagers in WWII, 

where they had gone through horrible experiences and then were 

either unable to share their story because it would have ended up in 

a bad way for them because of their enemies (Germans, Soviets) but 
also because there was no interest and because the narrative that 

stemmed from their experience was replaced by a narrative that was 

false, which they were not able to counteract because they did not 

have the power to counteract the negative image of themselves.

Polish Studies Center: Can you describe the interactive nature of the project? How did the participants engage 
with the work?

Wojtek Sawa: I would say that the general overall image of the exhibition visually is that it is composed of large 

format photographs which are very narrow, about a foot wide and 8 feet tall. There are 28 of them and each one 

presents a different character. These are people who I interviewed personally over several years. Next to each 
photograph, (these photographs are hung on fishing line so they kind of appear as if they were suspended) is a life 
story printed on fabric which is also suspended on fishing line. But under each photograph is a brick, a real brick. 
On the top side there is an inscription that speaks of institutional actions against the Polish people perpetrated 

either by the Soviets, Germans, but also by the Americans and the British. I ask people when they come to view 
the exhibit to pick up a brick and walk along the exhibit with the brick in hand to feel the weight, the burden of 

having been put through these situations and not being able to talk about it, not being able to share that story. 

And then they get to the end of the exhibit, there’s a wall and in the wall there is a steel plate which is a laser-cut 

grid with 100 openings the size of the brick. So, I ask people to flip the brick and then on the bottom side there 
is a blank sheet and I ask them to share their own experiences of a similar nature: not of a war nature, but of not 

being able to share your story, of feeling that you suffered through some trauma and you are not able to share that 
trauma for various reasons. […].

The Wall Speaks–Voices of the Unheard is an interactive visual installation that 
addresses art, history, and propaganda. The work inspires a discussion of certain 
historical narratives that aim at disparaging ethnic, religious, and racial groups and 
encourages the viewers to question the problems of the present by engaging with 
history.

In his presentation of the installation, Sawa will talk about the therapeutic aspect of 
art and how it enters public discourse by bringing painful questions to the surface.

JANUARY 26, 2017
: 0 p.m. to 7: 0 p.m.

The Global and International 
Studies Building 1100

Reception to Follow

Wojtek Sawa:
A Lecture and Discussion of his Visual 

Installation Art

Wojtek Sawa is a visual artist and filmmaker. Born in Poland and brought to the US as a 
child, he has been dividing his time between the two countries. He graduated from the 
acclaimed Polish Film School in Łódź where he studied film directing. His films have 
received awards and recognition at International Film Festivals in Houston, Athens, 
Poznań, and Chicago. In the past several years, Sawa has been specializing in multimedia 
participatory installations, the genre which crosses boundaries of art and social action. 

The Polish Studies Center Presents 

His works have been exhibited in museums, galleries, festivals, and public spaces in Europe and the 
US including the Rebellious, Indomitable, and Condemned Festival in Gdynia, Poland, the Florida 
Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg, and at the SIEGesIKONen exhibition of contemporary Central 
and Eastern European Art in Berlin, Germany. He is a founder and director of the “Program na serio” 
radio program in Chicago.

Visual artist and filmmaker Wojtek Sawa came to the Polish Studies Center to talk about some of his recent mul-
timedia participatory installations which cross the boundaries of art and social action. The Wall Speaks—Voices 
of the Unheard is an interactive visual installation that addresses art, history, and propaganda. The work inspires 
a discussion of certain historical narratives that aim at disparaging ethnic, religious, and racial groups and en-

courages the viewers to question the problems of the present by engaging with history. In his presentation for the 

Polish Studies Center, Sawa spoke about the therapeutic aspect of art and how it can enter public discourse by 

bringing painful questions to the surface.

ART SERIES



Polish Studies Center: What are you working 

on now?

Wojtek Sawa: Well, several things, but in the 

context of what we are talking about now, I’m 

going to be showing The Wall Speaks—Voices of 
the Unheard in Hamtramck [Michigan]. I love 
Hamtramck, I am enamored with Hamtramck, 
and the reason why I am doing this show in 

Hamtramck is because it has a Polish-American 
mayor, and it’s the only city in the United States 

which has a majority Muslim city council. And 
I’m very much interested in taking the Polish 

story and drawing a parallel and reaching out to the contemporary 

Muslim Middle Eastern story, where the worst problem regarding 
refugees and war-torn children is the one faced by Syria, Iraq, Yemen, 

and other places. We are going to have 2 months of the show and also 

have other accompanying events every week, and we are going to be 

reaching out to different communities. We already spoke to the Bos-
nians, the Yemeni, the Bangladeshis and we’ll be telling their story. 

We are building this larger coalition with Wayne State University and 

the University of Michigan Dearborn, the Jewish-Muslim council of 
Detroit, and the local soccer team. This is happening April-May 2017. 
It’s going to be shown at Bank Suey at the corner of Caniff Campeau 
in the center [of Hamtramck] […] Another aspect of this is that I want 
to reach out to refugee children; we want to contact one or two refu-

gee camps in Syria, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, and (some of them have 

schools) we want to do a live feed from a camp school to the Horizon 
Alternative School in Hamtramck and maybe other schools and do a 
live feed between the children and do a common project where they 

work together.■

Wojciech Tylbor-Kubrakiewicz, Visiting Professor from the 
Warsaw Academy of Fine Art, presented a talk about how the act of 

travelling inspires and informs 

his work. A visual artist from 

Warsaw, Tylbor-Kubrakiewicz 
specializes in the classical 
techniques of intaglio, relief 

print, and silkscreen. He holds 
a doctorate from the Academy 

of Fine Arts in Warsaw, and he 

has been an Associate Lectur-

er in the Faculty of Graphic 
Arts at the Academy of Fine 

Arts in Warsaw since 2001. He 
has received many awards for 

his work, including a Grand 
Prix at the 6th Splitgraphic 

International Graphic Art 
Biennial in Croatia in 2015. ■



Lautari at the PSC

For our Fall 2016 Inaugural Event, the Polish ethno-jazz group LAUTARI gave a special performance and led a 
dance workshop for the Polish Studies Center. In partnership with Lotus, the PSC brought LAUTARI to Bloom-

ington to perform at the 2016 Lotus World Music & Arts Festival. LAUTARI's music is a seamless blend of 
modern jazz improvisation and traditional folk music from Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe. In addition 
to enjoying captivating melodies and the great fun had while learning a handful of folk dances, the audience 

learned about LAUTARI's approach to folk music through an engaging discussion with the musicians. It was a 
fantastic way to kick off our 2016 season!

Presented in partnership with Lotus Education and Arts Foundation, the IU Polish Studies Center, 
the Polish Cultural Institute New York, and Culture.pl

The Polish Studies Center invites you 
to an exciting afternoon of music and dancing 

with Polish ethno-jazz group 

Saturday September 17, 2016 from 3:30 – 5:30 pm 
IU GLOBAL AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES BUILDING ATRIUM 

355 North Jordan Avenue  

 Come hear Lautari give a special performance for the 

Polish Studies Center and learn to dance traditional 

folk dances! 

Please bring your friends and family 

as well as a dish or dessert to share. 

Don't miss this unique opportunity to experience the 

diverse richness of Polish culture firsthand!  contact: 

polish@indiana.edu

LAUTARI 

THE POLISH STUDIES CENTER 2016 INAUGURAL EVENT

COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Andrzejki
Slavic Folk Song Workshop
Poetry & Pierogi
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Annual Holiday Party

In December, the Polish Studies Center hosted its annual 
Holiday Party in the President’s Club at the Indiana Memorial 
Union. The evening began with a greeting from Director Joanna 
Niżyńska followed by the symbolic breaking of bread to com-

mence the meal. Live musicians provided a festive atmosphere 

while our guests filled their plates with pierogi, authentic 
smoked kiełbasa and kabanosy, and an assortment of delicious 

potluck dishes! After dinner, the room swelled with melodi-

ous singing of Polish kolędy graciously accompanied by Stella 

Hooker-Haase on her accordion. While the children were busy 
with seasonal crafts and activities, the adults perused our silent 

auction items. This year our auction featured an array of fabu-

lous items including Polish candy baskets, the latest publica-

tions in Polish Studies from Slavica Publishers, a Polish beer 

basket, and beautiful vintage folk art items. The evening con-

cluded with our annual potluck contest—for both savory and 

dessert dishes—with the first-and second-place winners taking 
home handmade ornaments from Poland and an assortment of 

Polish chocolates—a coveted rarity in Bloomington! Altogether 

it was a wonderful night of holiday cheer and a perfect way to 

close the calendar year!
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Lee Feinstein 
participated in 
a panel at the 
German Marshall 
Fund’s Warsaw 
office February 
28 on “Pres-
ident Trump 
and the Future 
of European 
Integration.” 
In December, 
President Obama 
appointed Fein-
stein to serve on 
the U.S. Holo-

caust Memorial Council, a four-year 
appointment.  Feinstein serves on 
the Executive Council and is chair of 
the Museum’s Committee on Con-
science, whose mandate is to “alert 
the national conscience . . . and 
work to halt acts of genocide or re-
lated crimes against humanity.” Last 
July in Warsaw, Feinstein signed an 
agreement to establish an intern-
ship program for IU students with 
POLIN, the Museum of the History 
of Polish Jews.  Feinstein continues 
to serve on the board of trustees of 
the Kosciuszko Foundation, which 
promotes educational and cultural 
exchanges and greater American 
understanding of Polish culture and 

history.

In May 
2016 Bill 
Johnston 
received the 
Found in 
Translation 
Award for his 
translation 
of Tomasz 
Różyc-
ki’s mock 
epic poem 
“Twelve 

Stations” (Zephyr Press, 2015). In 
January 2017 Johnston published 
“English Teaching and Evangelical 
Mission,” an ethnographic study of 
an evangelical-run language school 
in Poland. Later this year “Oxygen,” 
a selection of Julia Fiedorczuk’s 
poems translated by Johnston, will 
be published by Zephyr Press. John-
ston is completing work on his new 

translation of Adam Mickiewicz’s 
“Pan Tadeusz,” which will be pub-
lished in 2018 by Archipelago Books.

Padraic 
Kenney 
finished his 
year as Pres-
ident of the 
Association 
for Slavic, 
East Europe-
an and Eur-
asian Stud-
ies with an 
address at 
the nation-

al convention in Washington. The 
address, entitled, “Area Studies and 
the false Song of Globalism,” can be 
found here:  www.aseees.org/news-
events/aseees-blog-feed/area-stud-
ies-and-false-song-globalism. He 
published three essays in Kultura 
Liberalna:  “Jakiej historii potrze-
buje opozycja?” in June; “Zagubieni, 
nie wyklęci,” in July; and  “Po co his-
torykom Polska?” in December. You 
can read Padraic’s essays by visiting 
kulturaliberalna.pl.

In addition 
to directing 
the Polish 
Studies 
Center at 
IU, Joanna 
Niżyńska 
has co-edited 
a soon to be 
published 
volume, At 
Crossroads, 
Across 
Purposes: A 

New History of Polish Literature and 
Culture since 1918 (University of To-
ronto Press, forthcoming fall 2017). 
In addition to her role as co-edi-
tor of this extensive volume (with 
contributions of some sixty scholars 
and over 1500 pages of manuscript), 
she wrote an introduction and 
authored a chapter focusing on the 
role of affect and symbolic compen-
sation in the formation of collective 
memory. Last summer she gave a 
public lecture on the same subject 
entitled “Delectatio morosa, or 

Modes of Affective Compensation 
in Polish Memory Culture” at the 
Giessen Center for East Europe-
an Studies, University of Giessen, 
Germany. Joanna also published 
“Gender Is the Real Queer: Gender 
Wars in Contemporary Poland” (in 
Father Figures and Gender Identities 
in Scandinavian and Comparative 
Literature, 2016) and contributed 
an entry on Miłosz Białoszewski for 
The Literary Encyclopedia (online). 

Halina 
Goldberg 
has been in-
vited to serve 
as Schol-
ar-in-Resi-
dence, with 
Jonathan 
Bellman, 
for the 2017 
Bard Music 
Festival, 

dedicated to Fryderyk Chopin. 
The acclaimed Bard Music Festi-
val was founded in 1990, with the 
objective "to promote new ways of 
understanding and presenting the 
history of music to a contemporary 
audience. Each year, a single com-
poser is chosen as the main subject. 
The biography of the composer, 
the influences and consequences of 
that composer's achievement, and 
all aspects of the musical culture 
surrounding the time and place of 
the composer's life are explored. 
Perhaps the most important dimen-
sions of the festival are the ways in 
which it links music to the worlds of 
literature, painting, theater, philos-
ophy, and politics and brings two 
kinds of audience together: those 
with a long history of interest in 
concert life and first-time listeners, 
who find the festival an ideal place 
to learn about and enjoy the riches 
of our musical past." The collection 
of essays, Chopin and His World, 
edited by Goldberg and Bellman 
and associated with the festival, will 
be available from Princeton Univer-
sity Press in July, 2017. The festival 
will take place at Bard College, over 
two weekends August 11-13 and 18-
20, 2017. For more information see 
http://fishercenter.bard.edu/bmf/

FACULTY UPDATES

Lee Feinstein
Dean for the School
of Global and 
International Studies
IU Bloomington

Bill Johnston 
Comparitive Literature IU 
Bloomington

Joanna Niżyńska 
Slavic and East European 
Languages and Cultures
IU Bloomington

Padraic Kenney 
International Studies 
(Chair), History
IU Bloomington

Halina Goldberg
Jacobs School of Music
IU Bloomington
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STUDENT UPDATES
Basia 
Andraka-Chris-
tou, JD, PhD, is 
a Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow at 
the IU Fairbanks 

School of Public 

Health (Indianap-
olis), where she studies state policies 

for decreasing opioid overdose and 

treating opioid addiction.  She is 

also an Adjunct Professor of Health 
Policy at the IU School of Public & 
Environmental Affairs (Blooming-
ton). During the 2016-2017 academic 
year, she published in the Inter-
national Review of Neurobiology, 
Current Addiction Reports (with 

C. Arnaudo & K. Algood), and the 
Indiana State Medical Association 
Reports. She also gave five invited 
talks and presented her research at 

nine conferences. Finally, she had 

multiple television, print and radio 

media appearances, including at 

WFIU Radio, WFYI Radio, WBAA 
Radio, the Journal Gazette, and In-
diana Public Media, regarding state 
and Federal policies to address the 

ongoing opioid crisis. She continues 

to serve on the board of the Indiana 

Recovery Alliance, Monroe County 
CARES (a local coordinating coun-
cil of the Governor’s Commission 
for a Drug Free Indiana), and the 
Polish-American Chamber of Com-

merce of the Eastern USA.

Having lived 
in Indianapolis 

after a brief stay 

in Kraków, Chris 
Beyers will be 

moving to New 

York City in the 

fall, where he will begin his pursuit 

of a Master of Arts in Museum Stud-
ies at New York University’s Grad-
uate School of Arts and Science. 

Awarded the 2014-2015 Samuel and 

Alicja Fiszman Scholarship by the 
Polish Studies Center, Criss spent 

the spring semester of his junior year 

studying at the Centre for Advanced 

Studies in the Humanities at the 
Jagiellonian University and interning 

in the Education Department of the 
Galicia Jewish Museum in Kraków, 
Poland —experiences which were 

formative in further developing his 

passions for Polish-Jewish relations 

and Museum Studies that were first 
kindled at Indiana University. He 
is looking forward to exploring the 

wonderful cultural institutions that 

NYU and the city have to offer, par-
ticularly those related to Polish and 

Jewish Studies.

Amanda Fisher is 
now ABD, having 
successfully com-

pleted her qualify-

ing exams in May 
2016.  After teach-

ing at Indiana Uni-

versity’s Summer 

Language Work-

shop for her second year, she relocat-

ed in September to Perth, Western 

Australia—where she will remain 

for the majority of her dissertation 

process. Her work, which examines 
the genre of the early Soviet short 

story, will be funded in the 2017-2018 

academic year by IU’s College of Arts 

and Sciences Dissertation Research 
Fellowship. She intends to use some 

of this award to support a sever-

al-month stay in Bloomington, for 

easier access to committee members 

and research materials. When she’s 

not working on her dissertation, 

Amanda keeps active with music and 

sports: playing violin/fiddle in vari-
ous venues, organizing and playing 
for folk dances, and riding her bike 

along the coast of the Indian Ocean.

In spring 2016, Michael Young 
defended his dissertation, “The 

City Life of Polish Village Culture: 
Tradition, Modernity Projects, and 
Subjectivities in Transition,” and was 

awarded a PhD in ethnomusicology 
shortly thereafter. In the last year, 

he has presented his research on the 

Polish traditional music and dance 

revival community at the IV Krajowe 
Seminarium Etnomuzykologiczne 
in Warsaw (paper title: “Perfor-

matyczne podejście do miejskiej 
kultury ludowej: strategii i polityky 

performansu Domu Tańca a Zespoły 
Pieśni i Tańca”) with conference 
travel support from REEI and CAHI, 
at ASEEES 2017 (“Poland’s Call-
ing-Card: State Affiliated Folklore 
Ensembles and the Communist 
Tourist Imaginary”), and at the 2016 
Anthropology of Sound Forum host-

ed by the Society for Ethnomusicol-
ogy and American Anthropological 

Association (“Hi-Fi Heritage: Con-
structing the Past in Contemporary 

Recordings of the Polish Folk Music 
Revival”). He currently teaches at 
Earlham College (Richmond, IN) as 
a Visiting Instructor of Music.

Natalie 
Misteravich-Carroll 
defended her disser-

tation “Nowa Huta: 
A Cultural Study 

of Identity” in May 
2016 and graduated 

with her PhD from 
the Department of Slavic and East 
European Languages and Cultures 
in August 2016. Since graduating, 

Natalie has served as the administra-

tive assistant for the Polish Studies 

Center. In November she presented a 

paper at the 2016 ASEEES conference 
entitled, “Parodying the Past: So-

cialist Icons in Contemporary Nowa 

Huta.” She recently developed and 
filmed a series of online Polish cul-
ture lectures for Indiana University’s 

Center for International Business 

Education and Research (IU CIBER) 
which will be made available as an 

open access video-learning series for 

the global community later this year.



With the academic year rapidly approaching its conclusion, I’d like to update the readers of this 

newsletter on the happenings of the Polish Culture Association at Indiana University. Co-presi-

dent Emily Koscielniak has recently been accepted into the School of Public Health, where she is 
studying Tourism, Hospitality, and Event Management. She also is currently considering multiple 
internship and job offers for the upcoming summer. Co-president Bartosz Szewczyk is continu-
ing his pursuit of a BS in molecular genetics and cell biology with plans to attend med school in 

the near future. Emily and Bart are both looking forward to busy summers and to returning to IU 
in the fall to lead the PCA in more exciting and educational Polish events.

Polish Studies Center: Did you 
find that your subjects were ever 
reluctant to speak to you or were 

they very open?

Zucker: The answer is yes and 
no. It was very easy to get them 

to talk to me. I think a lot of 

Polish Jews see, at a certain point 

in their life, their role is a Jewish 

ambassador of sorts. A lot of 

Jews come to Poland looking for 

death, and it is very easy to find 
that. If you are a young Polish 

Jew and proud of your identi-

ty—I’m putting words in people’s 

mouths but this is definitely true— frankly it is a little annoying to always be seen as not being there, and when 
these tour buses come through and they go to Auschwitz and don’t even go to Kraków, which is only 30 miles away, 
that’s a little unnerving. So I think, in general, a lot of people go out of the way to meet with people. I’m not the 

first filmmaker or media person that has ever come to Warsaw or Kraków to the Jewish community, so people were 
happy to talk with me.

Polish Studies Center: What were some of your observations about contemporary Jewish Culture in Poland?

Zucker: At one point in the film Matisyahu, a pretty popular New York based singer, reggae hip-hop guy, (who was 
at that time very Orthodox and Hasidic), was at an event at the local JCC [in Kraków] and he was doing “Q&A” with 
the young Jewish community, who revered him. One person said, “What do you think the difference is between 
being Jewish in New York and Jewish in Poland?” and he said that if you are Jewish in New York you could spend a 
lot of time never thinking about being Jewish and no one’s going to care and no one’s going to question it. That is 

one of the options along a wide spectrum from nothing to everything, secular to orthodox, to all steps in between. 

And to me, I always took that for granted, which makes sense because that is the world that I grew up in. What was 

really news to me and eye-opening about Poland is that there were people who wanted to be Jewish but the only 

institutional way to be Jewish was to be an Orthodox Jew. You could be completely secular and hang out at the JCC, 

which is an option, so you have option “a” and option “b” but that’s it. In New York, within the world of progres-
sive Jewish communities, there is every step—a little bit less, a little bit more—a little bit more gay-friendly, a little 

more politically oriented, a little more social activism, I mean every step along the way. But in a very small commu-

nity you don’t have those choices. It requires, therefore—for people who want to enter into their Jewish identity—

to embrace what they may not normally embrace, and for some people they find that confining and then people 
leave. But that whole reality of having few options was something that I never really thought about.■

Interview with Adam Zucker Continued

Polish Culture Association Update
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Roberta E. Adams
Michael K. Ausbrook
Lynn A. Berry

Bradford J. Bomba, Sr. M.D.
Daniel and Izabela Cole
Ania Fiszman O’Brien
Robin G. Elliot
Steve and Karen Franks

Richard and Mary Hermanowski
Owen Johnson

Padraic Kenney and Izabella Ziółkowska-Kenney
Matthew and Jody Madeira
Kiel Majewski
Maria Mastalerz and John O’Donnell
Mary McGann
Edward J. Meros
Kathleen M. Minahan
Frank and Mary Nierzwicki
Joanna Niżyńska
Walter Nugent

June Onesti

Gloria E. Parker
Edward A. Pasko
Alvin Rosenfeld
Felix Smigiel

Charlene A. Soby

Russell Valentino
Marcin and Namrata Zalewski

The Polish Studies Center greatly appreciates financial contributions 
for its scholarly, cultural, and social activities. Donations to the Center 

are crucial in allowing us to sustain and expand our programs. The Center 

arranges a wide variety of scholarly events including conferences, lectures, 

and symposia; cultural events such as concerts, theatrical performances, 

readings, and exhibitions; and community gatherings such as Andrzejki 
and our annual Holiday Party. 

Your help is vital in pursuing the Center’s mission to promote the study 

of Polish culture, history, and society at Indiana University and beyond. 

Please consider supporting the Polish Studies Center and making a special 

donation to mark our 40th Anniversary at Indiana University!

To support the Polish Studies Center, please visit:

 http://www.indiana.edu/~polishst/support/ 
and click on “Donate Now.” 

Alternatively, please feel free to mail donations to our office:

Polish Studies Center

Global and International Studies Building
355 N. Jordan Ave., Room 4046

Bloomington, IN 47401

We would like to thank all those who bid on items 

during our silent auction at the 2016 Holiday Party, 
and we would like to specially recognize and thank 
the following individuals and groups for donating 

items to our auction:

Aver’s Pizza
Elizabeth Dunn

Brian Carroll and Natalie Misteravich-Carroll
Halina Goldberg

Christine Kryszko
Daniel and Jolanta Misteravich

Marianne Pickering
Slavica Publishers
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The Polish Studies Center 

Director
Joanna Niżyńska

Administrative Assistant
 Natalie Misteravich-Carroll

Phone: 812-855-1507

polish@indiana.edu

indiana.edu/~polishst

Polish Studies Center

Indiana University

Global & International Studies Building,
355 N. Jordan Ave., Room 4046
Bloomington, IN 47405

Address Service Requested

23-287-60

SCHOOL OF GLOBAL & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

POLISH STUDIES CENTER

Greetings from the IU 
Polish Studies Center! 

Pozdrowienia z Ośrodka 
Studiów Polskich na 
Uniwersytecie Indiana 

w Bloomington!


