
INDIANA UNIVERSITY EAST 

2008-09 FACULTY SENATE  

February 3, 2009 

Whitewater Hall Room 132 

11:00 AM 

 

Presiding:  Markus Pomper, Faculty Senate President 

 

Present:  Armstead, S; Baldwin, L.; Barbre, J.; Battraw, J; Baumann, P.; Beach, D; Blakefield, M.; 

Branstrator, P; Braxton-Brown, G.; Bullock, D.; Clapp-Itnyre, A; Cooksey, A.; Curry, M.;   Dulemba, L.; 

Fell, M.; Felton, K.;  Fitzgerald, E.; Frantz, D.;  Gabston, G.; Greer, K.; Harper, J.; Hefron Williamson, M.; 

Henderson, T.; Jance, M.; Jayasuriya, K.; Kathuria, H.; Kriese, P.;  Kunshek, R.; Ludlum Foos, C.; Ma, H.; 

McKinley, E.; Morse, M.; Nishihara, L.; Paydar,  N.; Peacock, F.; Pomper, M.; Ramsey, R.; Richards, L.; 

Rivard, T.; Roswell, R.; Sabine, N.; Samborsky, E.;  Scales, T.; Seddighin, M.; Stolle, C.; Thomas-Evans, 

M.; Watkins, M.;  Wazir, M.; Weber, G; Wilde, J.;  

 

Absent: Baker, D;  Beck, V.; Bergen, M.; Bingaman, R; Bow, C.; Breymier, T.; Buckner, B.; Clark, K; 

Dempsey, K.; Desantis, K.;  Doerger, D.; Folkerth, M.; Helton, E.; Huffman, E.; Humphries, P.;   Kirk, B.; 

Knuths, J.; Lafuze, J.; Lundy, D.;   Mahaffey, J.; Maurer, J.; McFadden, B.; McFadden, S.; Passet, J.; 

Rankin, S; Scane, M.; Scott, W.; Shapiro, S.; Simon, J.; Slattery, E.; Stanforth, D.; Thomas, T.; Tolley, R.;  

Whitt, P.; Wilson, E. 

 

Guests: Dennis Hicks, Registrar 

 

Call to order 

Quorum was reached and the meeting was called to order at 11:06am by Markus Pomper, Faculty Senate 

President. 

 

I. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes for the December 2, 2008 meeting were approved by unanimous consent. 

II. President’s Report 

The faculty senate president reported on the latest UFC meeting, where President McRobbie 

reported on the financial status of the university.  

External funding: It is hoped that increased (or at least non-reduced) funding will be available 

through federal agencies such as NIH, provided that the proposed economic stimulus package 

passes.  To cite President Obama’s inaugural address: “We want to restore science to its 

rightful place”.  

The university’s endowment was $6 billion half a year ago, but has decreased by 20% since.  

The university averages its proceeds from the endowment in a 12 quarter average in order to 

dampen oscillations in the market.  

State Appropriations: The state has reduced the university’s current state appropriation by 1%.  

Further cuts are to be expected, but it is unclear how much they will be.  Governor Daniels 

has proposed an additional 4% cut, but this cut is opposed by house democrats.  President 

McRobbie will testify on Wednesday before the House Ways and Means Committee and 

before the state Senate next week.  It is expected that a final budget will not be available 

before the end of April.  

Tuition: The president expects moderate tuition increases in order to offset the reduction in 

state appropriations. 

From UFC: The committee on Promotion and Tenure procedures has given its final report to 

the UFC, where it was accepted.  The co-secretaries will draft proposed language for the all-

IU handbook that will reflect the recommendations of the committee.  These proposed 



changes will be sent to all campuses for review and will probably be voted on in UFC in 

March. 

Further the UFC has created a Learning Technologies Steering Committee.  Each regional 

campus will have one representative on this committee.  Currently, Joan Lafuze is serving on 

a similar committee; it was proposed that she serve as our representative until the end of the 

academic year.  We will elect a representative for a full term at the beginning of the fall 

semester. 

 

III. Standing Committees 

Nominating Committee – Denise Bullock 

Voting Item: Ballots were passed out for the University Faculty Council representative. 

No nominations were made from the floor.  Members were to vote for one candidate. 

Results will be announced at the end of Senate. 

 

Voting Item: Faculty Senate President – No candidates had accepted nominations and no 

nominations from the floor were made. The vote was postponed until March.   

 

  Faculty Affairs Committee – Laverne Nishihara 

Voting Item: Notice of Bylaws Change as presented in Cir. E79-09.  There are some 

minor typing errors that are not included in the changes and they are being worked on. 

Change to the Bylaws came moved and seconded by the Faculty Affairs Committee. 

Discussion: None 

Motion to make changes to the Bylaws was approved by a unanimous vote. 

 

 AAA Committee – Michele Curry  

Information Item: Student Appeals of Suspension.  January 12
th

 we had 26 student 

appeals.  2 students were referred to Dr. Blakefield. 17 were reinstated and 7 were 

denied.  Our next appeal is in April and we will have another  one in August and in 

October.  

 

 Curriculum Committee – Bob Ramsey 

Information Item: Change in HSS General Education Degree Requirements as presented 

in Cir. E80-09.  When HFA and BSS were combined into HSS there were some problems 

with some differences in the General Education Requirements.  

Discussion: None 

 

 

IV. Chancellor’s Report 

We have record enrollment for spring semester with 13.1% credit hours and 9.7% head 

count.  Not only quantity increased but the quality of students has increased.  Transfer 

students have also increased by about 40%.  We do not know the percentage of retention 

yet but with this much growth it has had to have increased as well.  Not all campuses of 

IU have had  a positive semester.  Kokomo has dropped in enrollment. If we had 500 



more in credit hours we would be larger than Kokomo.  Fall enrollment is looking 

fantastic.   

Our campus is situated very well for the budget conditions so far.  We have increased 

revenue at a remarkable rate which has allowed us to build a reserve.  Up until this month 

we have 9% of our budget in reserve – IU requires 3%.   Spring increases has allowed 

more cash to be placed into the reserve.   

IU has received the smallest amount of state appropriation out of all Big 10 campuses.  It 

is good because the cuts will not affect us as much.  IU cannot count on 1% of the 

revenue from state that we were planning on.  What we have done at IUE is divided it 

among all our RC’s and then tapped into all the reserves for schools.  Now the state is 

planning for this coming year to cut 4.6 % in state appropriation. We will not know any 

more until another month or so.  The state of the campus as we speak right now is 

relatively strong.  We are going ahead with searches and hiring for faculty positions.  

With the staff positions we are trying to only go with essential.  We are trying to do 

internal allocation of staff to save some money.  We believe our growth will continue to 

offset the costs. 

We will benefit from the President’s Stimulus package.  Pell Grants will increase by 

$500.00 per person.  There will be a $2500.00 tax credit towards tuition for students.  

Grants for campus infrastructure will benefit IU. We are watching the environment and 

adapting to it.  We are doing much better than any other campus financially.   

We are working very hard with Ohio on the Reciprocity.  We have been working with 

Ohio to increase the number of universities in Ohio that will count towards reciprocity if 

there is a Hoosier there. There are still some questions as to whether we should include 

Fort Wayne in this agreement.  We are operating with the assumption that this will be 

signed.  If this doesn’t work we have worked with IU to see if we can consider these 

states to be considered as resident states for us.  If that doesn’t work we will try to find 

some sort of scholarships for these students.  We cannot afford to stop admitting from a 

source that provides 13.3% of our incoming students.  

 

Academic Affairs Report – Executive Vice Chancellor Larry Richards 

The Research day that was cancelled has been rescheduled.  Same time, same     

arrangements.  This is a very important meeting for the campus.   

Chancellor commented that research does not mean grants.  We need to be very mindful 

of this.     

 

V. Old Business 

The Nominating Committee reported the outcome of the election for UFC representative. 

There was a tie between Greg Braxton-Brown and Hitesh Kathuria.  New ballots were passed 

out and each member was instructed to vote for one in a run-off election.  Results will be 

announced at a later time. 

VI.  New Business 

None. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:53am.  

 

 



  


