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Curriculum Committee Minutes 
 
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 
 
Time: 11:00 p.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
 
Where:  Room 338 Tom Raper Hall 
 
Attending: Ron Bingaman, Brenda Buckner, Teresa Henderson (via email), Paul Kriese, 
Bob Ramsey (chair), Maureen Scane, Mort Seddighin, Frances Yates (ex officio).                       
Guests: Peggy Branstrator 
 
        I.   Minutes of March 16, 2010 meeting approved. 

 
        II.   Proposed changes in the Second Degrees Policy.  Guest: Peggy Branstrator 

One of the curriculum committee’s charges is to review the current Second Degrees 
Policy.  Peggy Branstrator appeared as a guest of the committee and advocated for 
changes in the current Second Degrees Policy.  Peggy was on the curriculum committee 
when the current policy was implemented which requires that a student “must earn a 
minimum of 30 additional hours in residency for each additional baccalaureate degree 
beyond the previous degree's requirements.”  Peggy suggested that that the additional 30 
credit-hour requirement was intended for students who had graduated, and then returned 
several years later to pursue a second degree.  Peggy recommends that students who are                        
concurrently pursuing two degrees should only be required to fulfill the requirements of 
each degree – and that the 30 additional credit-hour requirement should only apply to 
students who have already graduated and then returned to IU East after a period of two 
years.  The committee will get feedback from other faculty members and propose 
changes to the senate. 

 
III.   Proposal to Offer Existing Program on New Campus – Bachelor of Science in  
        Criminal Justice 

Bob Ramsey said that the proposal to offer a BSCJ degree at the New Castle site 
(Danielson Center) will allow IU East to expand its criminal justice program to serve 
individuals who reside or work in the New Castle and surrounding areas, and who want 
to complete their bachelor degree in criminal justice.  In the past only individual criminal 
justice courses have been offered in New Castle.  The bachelor degree completion 
program would be essentially identical to the program currently offered at the Richmond, 
Indiana, campus.  The committee unanimously voted to recommend the proposal to 
faculty senate as an information item. 
 

      IV.  New Academic Program – Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice Online Degree  
             Completion Program  

Bob Ramsey said that the proposal to offer a BSCJ degree online will allow IU East to 
expand its criminal justice program to serve individuals who are either to distant to drive 
to the Richmond campus, or who are otherwise inclined to pursue their degree online. 
This is the first criminal justice online degree completion program offered at the IU East 
Richmond campus.  The proposed on-line bachelor degree completion program is 
identical to the traditional program currently offered at the Richmond, Indiana, campus.  
The committee unanimously voted to recommend the proposal to faculty senate as an 
information item. 
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       V.  Proposed Revision to the Institutional Program Requirements 

The committee is charged with reviewing the current Institutional Program Requirements 
for Degree Programs at Indiana University East, and to specifically review the minimum 
grade of “C” requirement for general education courses, and other courses required for 
bachelorate degrees at IU East.  The committee reviewed a document which recommends 
changes to the “minimum-C” and other degree requirements.  The reviewed document 
recommends that the current minimum-C requirement for the First Year Seminar course 
be changed to “pass-Only” (D minus or better).  The reviewed document also 
recommends that the minimum-C requirement for the general education ENG-W131 and 
second writing course be changed to a minimum required grade of C-minus.  The 
reviewed document also suggests that the current policy that “no course with a grade 
below 2.0 will be accepted in the field of concentration or in the General Education Core” 
be eliminated, and that a requirement that “ a passing grade is required in all other 
courses” be implemented.  The reviewed document retained the phrase that “a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 2.0 (C) is required for all courses taken toward a degree.”  Also, 
eliminated in the reviewed document are the policies that “courses that are used to meet 
General Education Core requirements may not be applied to meet requirements of the 
field of concentration, and courses specifically required for the degree may not be used to 
satisfy distributional requirements.” Noted in the reviewed document is that a program or 
school may select to supersede these requirements.  In the reviewed document references 
to associates degrees, which are no longer offered by IU East, were removed from the 
current policy, and the current document was updated to reflect a recently passed policy 
regarding deviations from the institutional program requirements.  The committee 
unanimously voted to present the reviewed document to faculty senate as a voting item. 

 
VI.  Nomination for next year’ curriculum committee (members and chair) 

Bob Ramsey (current chair) noted that he will not be serving on the committee next year 
and that members should be considering who they want as next year’s chair.  Ron 
Bingaman volunteered to be chair but his term is ending and he would need to be 
reelected at the next senate meeting. 

 
      VII.    Next meeting scheduled for April 13, 2010  
 
    VIII.    Adjourn 


