
Minutes of the Faculty Affairs Committee Meeting 
December 11, 2007 

 
Present: Laverne Nishihara (chair), David Frantz (recorder, ex-officio), Sherry Rankin, 
Mort Seddighin, Mary Fell, T. J. Rivard, Denise Bullock 
 

1. Minutes. Minutes of the previous were reviewed and approved. 
2. Review of Agenda. Laverne reviewed the agenda for the meeting as distributed.  
3. Constitution. 

a. Article , Section 3.2 A. Proposed minor editorial changes to this section 
were approved as distributed.  

b. Faculty Senate membership—Article 1, Section 1.4 on voting members. 
No resolution regarding this issue was proposed at present. The issue is 
who shall be considered as voting faculty members and what right do 
faculty members in various categories hold. Additionally, there seems to 
be some ambiguity as to how much latitude individual campuses have to 
determine this, in relation to the IU constitution. These issues were 
deferred to a future meeting. The discussion within the committee 
centered around the following issues: 

i. There is a need to distinguish more clearly the differences, if any, 
between the roles of adjunct faculty, part time faculty, clinical 
faculty, lecturers and visiting faculty members.  FAC reviewed the 
all-IU Constitution in the Academic Handbook regarding faculty 
voting rights. 

ii. We need to deal with Visiting faculty, not only part-time faculty.  
Both are not accorded voting rights, according to the IU 
Constitution.  

iii. The question was raised as to whether or not the tenure track 
faculty need to officially vote to extend voting rights to other non-
tenure track parties. 

iv. A question regarding how individuals on sabbatical would be 
treated, which led to a larger discussion of those faculty on leave. 

v. TJ will give Laverne a copy of the IUE Emeritus faculty policy, 
which FAC should consult before deciding to remove emeritus 
faculty from the voting membership of Faculty Senate.  

vi. Article 4, Section 4.4. It was moved, seconded and approved that a 
sentence be added to the end of Section 4.4 as follows:  “Faculty 
members on leave will not be counted toward the quorum for the 
duration of the leave.” 

 
4. The meeting was adjourned with further discussion on the role of part time faculty 

and the rights of visiting faculty members to be discussed at that time. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
David Frantz 

 


