
Faculty Affairs Committee 
Minutes of the October 28, 2008 Meeting 

 
Present: Laverne Nishihara (Chair), Emily Winburn, Mary Fell, Marilyn Watkins, Kumara 
Jayasuriya, Cathy Foos, Denise Bullock (via telephone) 
 
The minutes of the Oct. 14 meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
In the next couple of weeks, members of the FAC will be attending meetings of the various 
schools to get feedback on the deans review instrument. No meeting has yet been scheduled with 
the School of Business—Laverne is waiting for a response to her request. 
 
Continuing discussion of the revision of the deans’ review instrument.  
New/expanded areas of deans’ responsibilities that should be addressed in the review include 
RCM budgeting, advising, retention, and promotion of the school to external audiences. 
Deans should be allowed 14, rather than the current 7, days to respond to the completed report. 
 
Questions:  
• Given the limited number of adjuncts who are in a position to complete an evaluation form, is 

it feasible to use a separate instrument and still preserve anonymity? 
• Do we want someone with expertise in test/survey development to create the actual 

instrument, based on the information we want the instrument to provide? (Duane Lundy was 
suggested.) 

• Should the EVCAA be present when the outcome of the review is presented to the members 
of the school? What role should the EVCAA play?  

• How can we ensure that there is follow-up and accountability? Currently, there is no need for 
the person being reviewed to do anything with or about the feedback provided. 

 
Continuing revisions to the bylaws.  
The fact that we are changing all the references to ‘divisions’ to ‘schools’ and ‘chairs’ to ‘deans’ 
highlights the fact that the Library is now less parallel to the other academic units than it had 
been, as it is not a school and does not have a dean. There are issues relating to this that will need 
to be looked into. 
 
There was some discussion regarding the current statements in the bylaws stipulating that visitors 
must notify the chair [suggest use term ‘presiding officer’] 24 hours in advance of their intent to 
attend a Senate meeting (Section IV.B), a provision that applies to clerical and hourly staff (as 
well as external visitors), but not professional staff or Purdue faculty members. In this same 
paragraph we also suggested replacing “Student Senate” with “student government” or “student 
governance” (generic), in order to accommodate changes in the title of that organization. 
 
In Section VI.B.3, the phrase “University Fringe Benefits Committee and the University 
Budgetary Affairs Committee” should be replaced with “budget-related committees of the 
University Faculty Council” in order to accommodate changes in the names of those committees. 
 
Laverne has asked Bob Ramsey, Chair of the Curriculum Committee, to suggest wording to 
replace Paragraph ‘e’ in Section VI.B.4, relating to assessment plans for new academic programs; 
the current language is out of date. 
 
Submitted: Cathy Ludlum Foos 


