


In only three short years, the IUSB Alumni Scholarship Program has 
raised an endowment of more than $200,000. Since its inception in 1997, 
the program also has tripled the support it garners from individuals and 
businesses, which contributed 13 named scholarships this year. 

The success of the scholarship program is directly attributable to 

alumni leadership, whose enthusiasm for chis project reflects the lasting 
connection IUSB graduates feel for their alma mater. Scholarship chairs 
Larry Lentych, '97 campaign, Bruce Burkart, '98 campaign, and Michael 
Wargo, '99 campaign, each were able to rely on a dedicated team of regional 
captains whose efforts encourage participation through IUSB's service area. 
The scholarship chair for 2000 will be Jon Housand, '69, who has served as 
regional east captain for three years. 

As IUSB honor students, freshman scholarship recipients join a 
program that fosters a dynamic, close-knit community from the first days 
of college life. IUSB faculty provide encouragement for undergraduate 
research. Opportunities such as these contribute to IUSB's growing 
reputation for placing graduates in the nation's most prestigious and 
challenging graduate programs. 

At home, IUSB students are directed to a wealth of opportunities char 
help chem build their careers concurrent with their classroom activities. And 
the network of almost 15,000 graduates living and working in the area 
provides an opportunity for lifetime professional development. 

First row, left to right, (seated, counter-clockwise): 
Brittany Rash, john Roush, William Reinhardt 
Second row, le.ft to right: Kristin Gaerte, Sarah Barth, 
Jessica Easton, Alexis Carlin, Amy Campbell, 
Kimberly Young, Stephani Sanders and Melanie Leslie. 

Recipients, high school and donors: 

Sarah Barch 
LaSalle High School 
Nonhwestern Mutual Life 

Alexis Carlin 
Marian High School 
Bank One 

Amy Campbell 
Penn High School 
NIPSCO 

Justin DeVreese* 
LaSalle High School 
Northwestern Mutual Life 

Jessica Easton 
Penn High School 
National City Bank 

James Flannery 
Penn High School 
Chancellor's Scholarship 

Kristin Gaerce 
Elkhart Memorial 
High School 
Arthur & Patricia Decio 

Melanie Leslie 
Jimrown High School 
I st Source Foundation 

Brittany Rash 
Plymouth High School 
The Gibson Insurance 
Group 

William Reinhardt 
Marquette High School 
Koontz-Wagner Electric 
Company 

John Roush 
Christian Center 
Teachers Credit Union 

Stephani Sanders 
Jimtown High School 
KeyBank 

Kimberly Young 
Riley High School 
Gurley-Leep 
Automotive Group 
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In this issue of Vision, we talk about the 
history of IUSB and its remarkable growth. 
That growth is largely due to individuals who 
have cared about IUSB and understood its role 
in serving our community. One such person is 
Gail Mancini , who has been editor of Vision 
since 1996 and director of marketing and 
public communications since 1997. Gail 
graduated from TU Bloomington's School of 
Journalism and earned a master 's degree in 
liberal studies from IUSB. Previously a 
reporter for newspapers including the South 
Bend Tribune, she also taught journalism at 
IUSB from 1992 to 1997. 

This issue of Vision marks her last, as she 
left her position at IUSB this summer to accept 
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Cover photography ofPlay/and. Courtesy of 
the Northern Indiana Historical Society. 

one at another university. Her insights into 
education issues, her understanding of research-
based marketing, and her dedication to IUSB 
have made a difference for this university. 

We will miss her personally and 
professionally, and we wish her well. We look 
forward to continuing our association as her 
friend and alma mater. 

Alumni Director 
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Conversations IV to 
Focus on Conflict 
Resolution 

Arun Gandhi, grandson of India's Mohandas K. 
"Mahatma" Gandhi, will be keynote speaker Nov. 17 at 
Conversations on Race IV. Gandhi will speak at 7 p.m. in the 
Main Auditorium in Northside Hall. 

Gandhi is founder of the M.K. Gandhi Institute for 
Nonviolence at Christian Brothers University in Memphis . 
Through this institute and one in South Africa, Gandhi has 
ded icated his life to fostering nonv iolent solutions to serious 
societal problems. His first work in this area began in 1960 in 
India, when he created India 's Center for Social Unity. The 
center created self-help commercial ventures for communities 
of "untouchables," in order to break the perpetual cycle of 
poverty. 

A session at 8 a.m. will kick off the emphasis on conflict 
resolution, with a guest speaker from Thoughtbridge, a 
consulting firm specializing in conflict management, negotia-
tions , strategic relations management and change management. 
Irma Tyler-Wood of the Thoughtbridge staff wi ll speak in 
Northside Hall Room 158 on "Buildi ng Collaborations and 
Communications: A Model for Schools." 

Conversations on Race IV again will host diversity 
seminars throughout the day. This yem, a special effort is being 
made to organize serninm topics that will meet profess ional 
continuing education credit standards. For more information, 
call 237-6535. 

ommencement  
Declared a Winner  

Sept. 23 is I USB Fest 
IUSB 's great fall event, fUSB Fest, is on schedule for 

Saturday, Sept. 23, beginning with the 10 a.m. River Park 
B usiness Association Parade . The day's events will include 
hands-on art, science and mathematics, wellness screening, 
hat-making, food, games and entertainment. 

The Student Association will crank up the level of action 
beginning at 5 p.m. , with outdoor bands and dancing. Fireworks 
at 9 p.m. will end what should be yet another grand event. 

Volunteer Expo Planned for 
Community Groups 

IUSB 's annual volunteer fa ir, from l to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 14, wi ll be expanded to include train ing for community 
agencies on hiring IUSB student in terns through the national 
Work Study Program. A roundtable lunch discussion from 
J J :30 a.m. - I p.m. will pair community service agencies with 
students and IUSB faculty to discuss "The Role of Community 
Service in Student Learning." For more information , 
ca ll 237-6543. 

Torrential rains notwithstanding, IUSB 's Commencement 2000 at 
the Joyce Center was a measurable success. Grateful to have unlimited 
guests. some students brought as many as 20 family members and 
friends. Spectators ' views of the ceremony were greatly enhanced by the 
stadium seating of the Joyce. 

Thomas N. Frederick, '70, was the posthumous recipient of the 
2000 Distinguished Alumni Award. The longtime SPEA associate 
faculty member was a driving force in juvenile justice before his death 
in the fall of 1999. His widow, Pamela, accepted the award on his 
behalf. 

A post-commencement survey showed that students and faculty 
were overwhelmingly pleased with the Joyce setting. More telling, 
almost three-fourths of the graduates brought five or more family 
members and friends. Had the ceremony remained in the Century 
Center, those students would have had to whittle down their guest lists 
to no more than four, as was the case in previous years. 
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New Deans At Helm  

This year's poster "Nurturing 
Emerging Talent," designed and 
coined by Chantelle Snyder. 
Top : Gergie,·. Torad:e , and Starr. 

Toradze I 'tute 
set vr November 

A panel of judges was reviewing tapes throughout 
August to select the second seminar class of fellows for the 
Toradze Concerto Institute and IUSB Piano Festival 
scheduled for Nov. 12-17. As with the first institute in 1998, 
the nation's greatest pianists are signed on as Institute 
faculty members and they will share their musical gifts 
during six consecutive nights of piano performance. 

Valery Gergiev, principal conductor of the Kirov Ballet 
Orchestra and principal guest conductor of the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York, will open the piano festival in the 
recently-renovated Morris Performing Arts Center on 
Sunday, Nov. 12. He will conduct the South Bend Symphony 
Orchestra and his longtime colleague, Alexander Toradze, 
IUSB Martin professor of piano. 

The piano festival moves to IUSB ·s Main Auditorium on 
Monday, Nov. I 3, for further performances by Toradze, 
Alexander Korsantiya, George Yatchnatze, and Institute 
faculty member Susan Starr, one of America's most 
celebrated pianists. The fellows will perform Thursday, 
Nov. 16. and Friday, Nov. 17, with the Elkhart County 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Three new deans are at 
the helm in the Division of 
Business and Economics, the 
Division of the Arts, and the 
School of Libera] Arts and 
Sciences. 

Miriam Shillingsburg has 
been appointed dean of the 
Division of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences; Jon Meyer has been 
appointed dean of the 
Division of the Arts; and 
Lawrence Garber is serving as 
acting dean of the Division of 
Business and Economics. 

Shillingsburg comes to 
IUSB from Lamar Univer ity 
in Beaumont, Texas, where 
she most recently served as 
director of ExCET, the 
university's program for 
improving scores on the 
licensing exam for Texas 
teachers. She also served as 
dean of the College of Arts 
and Science at Lamar. Prior 
to joining Lamar's faculty, she 
was a professor at Mississippi 
State University, where she 
also served as the director of 
the academic budget, interim 
provost and vice-president for 
academic affairs, director of 
undergraduate studies, and 
director of the summer school. 

Meyer comes to IUSB 
from the Towson University 
Campus of the University of 
Maryland, where he was chair 
of the art department. Prior to 
jo ining the University of 
Maryland's faculty, Meyer 

Clockwise: Garbe,; 
Shillingsburg. and Meyer 

served as chair of the art 
departments of the University 
of Arizona and the University 
of Dayton. He also was director 
of university galleries and a 
member of the art faculty at 
Clemson University. 

A visual artist, Meyer has 
participated in more than 50 
group and solo art exhibitions 
around the world. He also has 
written more than 65 critical 
articles, which have been 
published in The Village Voice , 
ARTnews, ARTS, New Art 
Examiner and Visions 
Quarterly. 

Chemistry Professor 
Lawrence Garber, a former 
assistant vice chancellor of 
academic affairs at IUSB, will 
fill the dean's position vacated 
by John Swanda, who has 
retired. The university will 
conduct a search for a 
permanent dean during the 
2000-01 academic year. 

Garber has chaired IUSB 's 
chemistry department and is 
recipient of the campus ' 
highest awards for teaching 
excellence. 



When IUSB builds new recreational facilities 
across the river, it will be continuing alongtime 
legacy of fun and games on land that has hosted an 
amusement park, agolf course and more. 

By Elizabeth Hunt 

Plavland: 
Past, Present and 

~~~~~..........____........t. e 

Randy Landsberg doesn 't remember attending a South Bend Blue 
Sox game as a small boy many years ago. But his grandmother told 
him all about the time he saw the women 's professional team play on 
its home diamond across the river from where IUSB's campus now 
stands. "I guess the players kind of made a big deal over me," says 
Landsberg, director of facilities management for IUSB. "They were 
saying how cute I was and so forth." 

More than 50 years later, Landsberg will once again have the 
chance to watch baseball games on the property across the river from 
IUSB. But instead of hosting competition in the women's professional 
league or exhibition games featuring the likes of Babe Ruth, ci1e 
riverfront acreage will see recreational play by IUSB students and the 
public. The property also will be home to new basketball , tennjs and 
volJeybalJ courts, a track and a soccer field, all in the name of fun. 

Fun and games are nothing new to the 26.5 acres across the river 
that IUSB added to its campus in 1994. For more than a century, the 
property has lent itself to a wide variety of recreational pursuits, from 
swirnmjng to sulky racing. The land's additions and an1enities over the 
years have included an island bandshelJ, a golf course and a full -
fledged amusement park, complete with a 70-foot-tall wooden roller 
coaster, fondly known as the Jack Rabbit. 

The history of South Bend's most fun-filled piece of real estate 
begins well over a century ago, when the land, once believed to be an 
Indian trading ground, emerged as a favorite spot for young lovers. By 
the late 1880s, a streetcar company had purchased ci1e low-lying, 
gently rolling property and erected a tenninal there. In 1899, the 
Northern Indiana Railway Company opened Springbrook Park, 
featuring grounds for picrucs and concerts, on the property. 

"In those days, it was common for streetcar companies to build 
parks," says Earl J. "Pete" Redden Jr. , whose father eventually 
purchased the land from the Northern Indiana Railway Company. 

"That's how they got their weekend business. People would ride the streetcar 
alJ week to work, and then on weekends, they 'd ride it to the park." 

Besides increasing streetcar ridershjp, Springbrook Park helped to purge 
the property of its less-than-wholesome reputation. Not that romance was 
discouraged - rides such as the Old Mill , in which boats traveled through a 
secluded waterway, lent themselves to canoodling, and the park still had an 
area known as "Lovers' Lane." But throngs of picnicking families with 
children in tow served as an effective coolant for steamy behavior - or at least 
a reminder of what might result from unchecked passions. 

Springbrook began simply, but steadily added attractions over the next 25 
years. By 1917, the park featured a dance halJ , an amphitheater and a midway 
with several rides. Aconcrete grandstand overlooked a half-mile racetrack for 
sulky racing. A baseball diamond had been constructed, too, and while South 
Bend wouldn't field a professional team for many years, regular exhibition 
games brought big nan1e players to town. 

In 1925, the transit company hired a diminutive, dapper Ohioan to 
manage Springbrook Park. Earl J. "Pete" Redden Sr. ran the park for a few 
years on a percentage, and then, with the Northern Indiana Railway Company 
facing financial difficulties, Redden purchased the park. It was the beginning 
of a heyday, not just for the park and the property, but for the young - and 
young at herut - of Michiana. 



The letterhead on the far left 
was provided by "Pete" 
Redden. Below: Eugenia 
Chandonia '83 BGS, 
pictured at Playland's 
boardwalk. Bottom, 
construction continues on 
the student activity center. 
To see more historical 
photographs of Playland in 
its heydays, visit the Lost 
Landmarks II display at the 
Northern Indiana Historical 
Society in South Bend. 

Redden renamed the park "Playland," the suggestion of a local girl 
who entered a name contest Redden sponsored. "He held another contest 
to name the roller coaster," says Redden 's son, who was born while his 
parents occupied a caretakers' cottage on the grounds. "My father really 
brought an element of promotion to the place." 

Children were the focus of the elder Redden 's promotional efforts, 
and he regularly scheduled special events just for them. On the first 
Wednesday after school ended each year, Redden held "l(jddies' Day," 
offering free tickets to the first l,000 children to arrive at the park 's gate. 

One Friday the 13th, Redden promised free admission to any child 
who brought a black cat to the park. According to a newspaper account, 
Redden was unprepared to deal with the scores of disgruntled cats carried 
in by penny-saving youngsters. Nor were the police equipped to handle 
the many complaints of missing cats. 

While children were perhaps Redden's favorite Playland guests, ~e 
also demonstrated his savvy in entertaining an older crowd. Adance hall 
on Playland 's grounds drew crowds with its headline acts, which included 
the top big bands of the era. Cab Calloway, Tonuny Dorsey, Duke 
Ellington and Guy Lombardo all played at Playland. "The dance hall had 

open sides, so you could enjoy the breeze," recalls Redden Jr. "There was 
an outdoor stage, too, and on clear nights, there'd be dancing under the 
stars." 

Redden kept the grandstand and half-mile racetrack, though horse 
racing was phased out. "The track was used for sprint car racing and thrill 
shows," says Redden Jr. "In fact, about everything that was possible in 
outdoor entertainment took place in front of that grandstand." 

Playland grew in the 1920s and '30s, attracting visitors from as far as 
Chicago and Toledo. While such a regional draw may not seem patticu-
larly noteworthy today, the South Bend park existed in a time when 
ente1tainment was as local as fresh produce. And among local atnusement 
parks, Playland had an excellent reputation. 

"I've always been impressed by the wide variety of amusements that 
Playland offered," says Cheryl Taylor Bennett, executive director of the 
Notthem Indiana Center for History. "For a community the size of South 
Bend to have a park with as many different activities as Playland was 
very impressive." 

During Word War Il, Playland added professional ball to its attrac-
tions. The park 's diamond became the home field for a team in the ALI-
American Girls Baseball League. The league was founded by Chicago 
candymaker William W1igley. "The idea was that if the draft meant that 
men's baseball had to shut down, the women's teams could take theu· 
place," says Redden Jr. "But of course that never happened." 

In the years following World War II, local amusement parks across 
the country began to decline. The rise of television and air conditioning, 
and the increasingly sophisticated tastes of the public, played a role in the 
nationwide trend. And as local amusements began to close their doors, 
new titans of the industry - huge amusement parks that drew crowds 
from coast to coast - began to open theirs. California's Disneylai1d 
opened in 1955, and a host of other national theme parks followed soon 
afterwards. South Bend's Playland closed in 1960. 

The last run of the Jack Rabbit didn't spell the end of recreational 
activities on the acreage across the river from IUSB, however. The 
Redden family opened a golf course on the Playland site in 1962, and it 
remained open until the mid- l990s. 

Though a brieflull in the fun and games has fallen over the grounds 
in the last few years, IUSB is poised to bring them back. The University's 
new recreational facilities will be accessible via a proposed pedestrian 
bridge across the St. Joseph River. "One of the exciting things about the 
project is that it extends the South Bend river walk, which cmently ends 
at Veterans Mem01ial Park," says Landsberg. The walk will be continued 
with new sidewalks to Riverside Hall." 

Playland 's old grandstand, still visible from the top floor of Schurz 
Library, is all that remains of Playland. IUSB hopes to keep the historic 
stands, and under current plans, the bleachers where generations sat to 
watch horses race and cars crash will now overlook the University's 
tennis courts. 

But in addition to the concrete reminder the grandstand provides, 
IUSB will be continuing Playland 's legacy in another important way- by 
making excellent recreational facilities widely available. "TI1e new 
facilities are for the faculty, staff and students at IUSB, of course," says 
Landsberg. "But they are for the community, too. 

"We are a public university and these facilities will be open to the 
public." 
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All work and  
noplavil  

Elizabeth Hunt 

e newest add;tion to IUSB's campus marks a 
healthy turning point in the life of a new campus. 

"Play so you can work" were the words that graced the 
entrance to South Bend's Playland amusement park for 
many years. Those words would be just as apt carved 
above the doorway of IUSB 's newest facility, the student 
activity center currently under construction in the heart of 
the campus. 

6 Vision Fall 2000 

-.  
., . 

With a state-of-the-art fitness center, an elevated running 
track, and a host of other amenities, the activity center will help 
keep the IUSB students, faculty, and staff in top shape for their 
academic and professional pursuits. 

But the slogan that spells out the importance of the new 
building doesn't just hold true for the individuals in need of a 
workout. It's also true for the community as a whole. As the 
first non-academic building on IUSB 's campus, the student 
activ ity center marks an important turning point in the life of 
the campus, recognizing that a richer life outside the classroom 
makes for a richer one in the cla sroom as well. 

"This building is designed to encourage dialogue and 
interaction, both among students, and between students and 
faculty," says Jack Plennert, an architect witb Architectural 
Design Group Incorporated, the South Bend firm that designed 
the building. "There was really nothing hitherto that promoted 
this type of involvement or that kept students on campus after 
class." 

In fact, says Plennert, interaction and involvement are built 
in to the look of the building. "The main idea in the building's 
design was to all ow people outside to see in, to showcase the 
activity in the building," he ays. "That, in turn , means more 
people will be attracted to become involved." 

Glass on three s ides of the running track, for example, wi ll 
make a showy presentation at night when the building is lit up. 
"And during the day, the large windows will help reduce the 
tedium of the running track," says Plennert. 

--~  

l 



The new building's multiple uses will also encourage 
interaction, believe many. With space for student clubs and 
organizations, as well as for special events, the activity center 
brings together IUSB community members with a variety of 
interests and backgrounds. "The building will house student 
government and the student newspaper, as well as meeting 
rooms and food services facilities," says Randy Lansberg, 
IUSB 's director of facilities management. "Almost everyone 
connected with IUSB will be in the building from time to 
time." 

Is IUSB ready for the change that a non-academic building 
·11 bring to the life of the campus? "Absolutely," says 

Ple11nert. "Students have been very vocal in asking for this. 
I 

It'~efinitely a case of 'If you build it, they will come."' 

. As the University's first building dedicated to life outside 
the classroom, the center strikes many in the IUSB community 

--'=== =t:::i··s a harbinger of things to come. And while it may be possible 
to imagine larger milestones down the road for a growing 
regional campus, says Sheldon Whitely, associate university 
architect who is overseeing the activity center project, few 
doubt the importance of the new building. 

"Of course, the addition of residence halls is a major 
turning point for any campus," says Whitely. "But this is a 
significant building - a significant building for a significant 
campus." 

(}  

IUSB alumni have been active in scholarship 
fund raising, legislative lobbying and recruiting new 
students to TUSB. They've gathered together for social 
activities such as IUSB Fest, divisional reunions, arts and 
cultural programs, lectures and other campus events. 

With IUSB 's increased emphasis on community 
partnerships under Chancellor Ken Penin , and an alumni 
body that has grown to nearly 23,000 (two-thirds of whom 
Live and work in Michiana), alumni also can be a powerful 
community force through organized volunteer service. 

Alumni are invited to volunteer alongside students for 
Make a Difference Day, Christmas in April , America Reads 
and America Counts, and numerous other worthwhile 
programs, sponsored by the IUSB office of Community 
Links. 

America Reads and America Counts volunteer training 
will be held at IUSB during September, and IUSB 
volunteers will work at the YWCA for Make a Difference 
Day on Saturday, October 28 , painting residential areas and 
fixing up the children's center. 

Alumni are also invited to the Community Expo on 
Thursday, September 14, in the IUSB cafeteria. The Expo 
includes a brown-bag lunch faculty panel from 11 :30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. which will discuss learning through community 
service followed by the IUSB Volunteer Fair from l-4 p.m. 
in the cafeteria, where alumni and students can talk with 
community organizations that need volunteers. 

More than ever before, alumni can make a difference! 
If you 're interested in being part of IUSB 's volunteer 
network, call the Alumni Office at 237-438 l , or visit the 
Community Links web site at (www.iusb.edu\--clinks). 

IU/IUSB Alumni Golf Outing 
The annual lU/IUSB Alumni Golf Outing is set for 

Wednesday, September 27, at Elbe] Golf Course. Registra-
tion is lO a.m. and the shotgun start is at noon. Cost is $75/ 
person for early-bird registration by September 8 and $85 
after September 8, which includes golf, cart, lunch, 
beverages and prizes. The outing is sponsored by the JU 
Alumni Club of St. Joseph County and the IUSB Alumni 
Association to benefit scholarships. Call the Alumni Office 
at 237-4381 for information or a registration fo1m. 

STUDENT ACTIVITY CENTER  

www.iusb.edu\--clinks


Cherie Leathenvood Smith 

New Alumni Board officers for 2000-02 are Cherie Leath-
erwood Smith, counselor at Mishawaka High School, presi-
dent; Jim Rice, supervisor of vocational education for Elkhart 
Schools, vice president; Carol Evans, president of Monogram 
Organizational Development, secretary; and Amy Kuhar 
Mauro, vice president for Lending at St. Joseph Capital Bank, 
treasurer. 

LaJTy Lentych, president of the board from 1998-2000, will 
remain on the board's Executive Council as past pre ident. His 
many notable accomplishments include creating a $200,000 
endowment for the IUSB AJumni Scholarship Campaign and 
heading intensive lobbying efforts to get state funding for the 
student activity center. Lentych is senior vice president, trea-
surer and CFO of l st Source Bank. 

Distinguished Alumni Awards 
In addition to the overall IUSB distinguished alumnus/a 

award presented annually at Commencement, each lUSB 
academic division selects an individual who represents the 
excellence of its graduates. This year's divisional distinguished 
alumni include: 

Arts: Ron Monsma, artist, musician, and associate faculty 
member at IUSB; Business & Economics: Sharon Miller, 
market development manager for Merck & Company; 
Continuing Studies: Sandra Marietta, coordinator of court 
referrals for the Southwest Michigan Volunteer Center; Dental 
Education: Shant Markarian, retired program director for 
Dental Education at IUSB; Education: Karen White, assistant 
vice chancellor and director of the freshman division at IUSB; 
Liberal Arts & Sciences: Nancy Sulok, South Bend Tribune 
reporter; Nursing: Herbert Campbell, nurse at Broadway 
Christian Parish United Methodist Church and Life Care 
Center of Rochester; and SPEA: Susan Taylor, attorney at law. 
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1usa·s latest alumni  
prove themselves 
readVfor 

challenges 
A Mom With a Mission 

Before she started studying at IUSB, Liz Penn-Grove 
says she used to "follow the crowd." 

On Mother's Day 2000, a much-changed Penn-
Grove brought a crowd - two busloads, including six 
IUSB students - to Washington, D.C., as local organizer 
for the Million Mom March. The march emphasized the 
need for stricter gun control measures. 

"Through TUSB, I learned to be a more independent 
thinker," says Penn-Grove, BA '98; MPA '00. "Now I'm 
not afraid to stand up for my beliefs." 

Penn-Grove's public support of the Million Mom 
March garnered some negative response and misunder-
standing. "I don't want to take away people's guns. I just 
want to keep them away from children," says Penn-
Grove, who has a preschool-age daughter. 

Using past experience as a marketer in the insurance 
industry, Penn-Grove gained attention from a South 
Bend television station, which sent a news crew on the 
trip . The true test of the positive impact of her efforts 
came when the station returned and immediately 
scheduled a gun lock giveaway that attracted widespread 
response. 

Penn-Grove now teaches U.S. history and govern- 
ment at Southwestern Michigan College.  

IUSB Research Opportunities Opened 
Doors for McDonel 

Just because scientists have cracked the code of the 
human genome doesn't mean Patrick McDonel will be 
out of work. As one of two Indiana students admitted to 
the University of California Berkeley's prestigious 
graduate program in molecular and cellular biology, 
McDonel plans to continue building a career in genome 
research that he began as an IUSB biology major. 

McDonel credits JUSB 's faculty, such as biologists 
Kirk Mecklenberg and Andy Schnabel, with encouraging 
undergraduate research . He had excelled to such a degree 
by his junior year that he earned a 1998-99 student 
fellowship in the laboratories of Tom Phelps and Ji-



Ji-Zhong Zhou, key researchers in the Environmental Sciences 
Division of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee. 
They encouraged further research adventures, including poster 
presentations at international genome research conferences. At 
22, McDonel was recorded as one of the youngest microbiolo-
gists to have made professional presentations in this complex 
scientific field . 

At Oak Ridge, McDonel says, the supervising scientists 
were impressed with the level of his laboratory skills. The Oak 
Ridge experience became a stepping stone toward a doctoral 
program that is expected to guarantee McDonel lifetime 
access to the highest-quality laboratories . 

An avid IUSB supporter, McDonel takes delight in 
showing the list of students who were interviewed for a spot at 
UC-Berkeley. On the list are students from Cornell, Brown, 
Harvard, Yale, Washington University, and MIT. 

Cyber Cowboy Takes on Texas 
We should keep in mind that Austin, Texas, has historic 

significance as cowboy country. It's a fitting new location, 
then, for 23 -year-old Adam Barker, a 2000 graduate in IUSB's 
computer science program, who is off to explore - if not 
develop - the frontiers of cyberspace. 

Already a successful software designer, Barker has been 
hi.red by Trilogy Development Group, a giant in business 
operations software. Barker will work for the arm of Ttilogy 
that functions as a venture capital company. Basically, Trilogy 
will provide Barker with a supportive environment and wait for 
him to come up with the next bil1ion-dollar idea. 

Barker i well-positioned for the challenge. While still an 
undergraduate, Barker was part of a team that developed an 

Ed Grad Chooses Choice 
School 

When Peggy Rupard steps into the classroom this fall, the 
first-time teacher won't be the new kid on the block. That's 
because the school she's starting with, Benton Harbor Charter 
School, will be new to everyone. 

BHCS is a choice-style elementary school being opened by 
Advantage School of Boston, Mass. , a for-profit organization 
operating choice schools in urban settings in nine states. With a 
motto "Transforming Urban Education," the school emphasizes 
rigorous standards and a classic liberal arts education. 

Rupard gained perspective by teaching in elementary 
schools in St. Joseph and Elkhart counties. "IUSB did a great 
job of preparing me to teach in a traditional, small-group 
environment." Adjustments are ahead because Advantage 
Schools have embraced a carefulJy designed and scripted 
educational method called "direct instruction." The method 
emphasizes rapid pacing and choral group response. 

Rupard goes into this adventure with knowledge that 
Benton Harbor parents are enthusiastic. "Enrollment is 
booming," she said. 

information file system for Fermi National Laboratories. 
Thanks to this program, infonnation on the next run of the 
massive particle accelerator will be available immediately and 
accessible to many physicists across the country. 

Barker started studying at IUSB in his high school years, 
benefiting early from what he considers the high quality of 
instruction among IUSB 's computer science faculty. Other 
IUSB computer science grads have made their way to Austin, 
but many are filling technology positions locally. In a recent 
count, Professor Hossein Hakirnzadeh identified almost 20 
graduates sprinkled throughout such companies as TCU, 
Intrepa, Golden Dome Media, and Syscon. 
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