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On the cover - The nearly completed student housing complex glows in the evening light. 

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE CHANCELLOR  
Dear Friends, 

New faces, new energy, and new ideas have arrived at Indiana University South 
Bend in the past six months, and they all are focused on the evolution of student 
life on campus. 

This issue of Foundations will introduce you to Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 
and Enrollment Management Jeff Jones, Director of Housing and Residential 
Life Paula Smith , and Director of Student Life Sam Centellas. They are working 
together and with others across campus to integrate student housing into the 
culture of JU South Bend. Housing opens in fall 2008, and we are counting down 
the days. 

You will also read about Mary Cruz Aguilar and Frank Noffsinger. Mary is 
an impressive student who exemplifies the best of IU South Bend. Frank is an 
Elkhart resident who is honoring the memory of his late wife , Esther, by 
helping single mothers get a college education. There are other stories of 
accomplishment and recognition that will make IU South Bend alumni proud of 
their alma mater. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of Foundations and I thank you for your support  
of I U South Bend.  

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Una Mae Reck I Chancellor 



FOUNDATIONS is published twice a year by the Office of Communications & Marketing 
at Indiana University South Bend. It is distributed to alumni and friends of the university. 
Please send comments, class notes, and story ideas to Kathy Borli k at kborli k@iusb .edu. 
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SCOTT SER NAU AND DEB MARR, CAMPUS SUSTAINABILITY CO-CHAIRS 

Everything is coming up a bit greener 
on campus this spring. 
The JU South Bend's campus-themed events on susta inable communities 
continue through this semester with a number of lectures, presentations 
and a sustainability fair on April 12. 

The campus will be applying for certification for the student housing 
community building from the U.S. Green Building Council for the wise use 
of resources such as heating, lighting and materials. 

On the construction site, nearly 6,000 yards of concrete from the old 
Playland Park was ground and used as filler rather than hauled to a 
landfill. And the construction company, Sterling Construction Corp. of 
Mishawaka, has vo luntari ly recycled cardboard, wood, and packing 
materials at the site. 

The campus is establishing the Center for a Sustainable Future which wi ll 
focus on IU South Bend and the community "working together to meet 
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs. " 

Sociology professor Mike Keen is the director and will begin programming 
in the fall. 

The greening of the campus is gaining momentum. 

Deb Marr, a co-chair of the campus sustainability committee, said the fall 
sustainability events, which included workshops on composting, carpooling, 
and community gardening, all raised awareness. "Many students have 
stopped by and asked questions" on energy conservation and their 
involvement. "The conversation has started," she said . 

Marr added that there are now national conversations on emissions and 
globa l warm ing. So the local and worldwide concerns have fueled the fire. 

"A sustainable community is one in which the environmental, economic 
and social needs of all the members of society are met in the present and 
can be sustained into the future," Marr explained. 

Scott Sernau, the committee co-chair, added that many of the initiatives 
that began this year wi ll continue, such as recycling and the print 
management system started in the computer labs by Information 
Technologies. 

On April 12 the campus is sponsoring a sustainability fair for home, garden 
and road. Local businesses will be on hand to provide options and green 
products from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Administration Building Grille. 

The week of the fair (April 8-12) the public is invited to recycle packing 
peanuts and clean white Styrofoam used in coolers and packaging, and 
clean plastic bags. The bags and Styrofoam can be dropped off in the 
Gri lle, Student Activities Center, Northside Hall, and Wiekamp Hall. 
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PICTURED, L-R: JEFF JONES, PAULA SMITH, AND SAM CENTELLAS 

The student housing apartments seemed to grow overnight 
at IU South Bend. Once there was a vacant field with tall 
grass and a rocky driveway. ln an instant, there were walls 1 

roofs 1 doors and windows. 
In reality, the magic took six months. From the groundbreaking in June to the holiday break, the community 
building and eight apartment buildings were under roof; siding, doors and windows placed. With winter, the 
workers moved inside for the detail work. 

With spring on the doorstep, the housing complex got its name. Indiana University Board of Trustees 
approved the name River Crossing Campus Apartments. The name captures the relationship between 
the campus, the pedestrian bridge and housing. 

From Ironwood Drive and Lincoln Way East, drivers can catch a glimpse of the buildings and the great 
changes ahead. 

Michael Prater, director of facilities management, said the building design takes its cue from the Franklin 
D. Schurz Library. The building peaks, the soft greens of the siding and gray stonework are drawn from 
the library's limestone and glass fac;ade. 

By February, the construction was slightly ahead of schedule. A model is expected to be ready for opening 
soon, according to Prater. 

Getting the buildings ready to open is more complex than cutting a ribbon and moving boxes. There are 
three new faces on campus who are dedicated in forming and directing housing and student life. 
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Director of Housing and Residential Life Paula 
Smith's office has a visible reminder of the job 
ahead. She has posted the sign "Housing Opens 
in ... Days" in her front office window. Smith starts 
the work day with changing the number. It's a 
way to remind everyone of the work ahead and 
the changes to come. 

Smith became the first director of student hous-
ing and residential life on Jan. 2. Smith has 16 
years of experience in student housing, admis-
sions and residence life from various institutions 
including Bowling Green State University and the 
University of Notre Dame. 

Smith earned a master's degree in education, 
college student personnel, from Bowling Green 
State University in Ohio. She earned a bachelor's 
degree in elementary education from Eastern 
Illinois University. 

It was slightly more than 200 days until opening 
when Smith began working. And the first rush 
was to formulate policies, develop the criteria for 
hiring resident advisors and ordering furnishings. 

Now with less time on the clock, the focus is on 
filling the buildings and creating all the materials 
necessary to keep things running smoothly from 
pairing roommates, training resident assistants to 
deciding the method for replacing lost keys. All 
the decisions will be "the nuts and bolts to keep it 
all functioning," Smith said. 

The campus will be more active as it moves to 
becoming 24/7. Students are busier now than 
ever before, and IU South Bend will adapt. 
"There will be exponentially more things hap-
pening," she said. "The residence staff has to be 

SAFETY FEATURES INCLUDE CARD SWIPE ENTRIES. 

available. There will be a change in the mood of 
campus." 

Jeff Jones, vice chancellor for student affairs and 
enrollment management, started on Nov. 1. 

He agrees that things are about to change. 
He said the student housing will clearly affect 
retention, recruitment and student life. "Housing 
will profoundly impact what we do (in student 
affairs). It will increase applications and 
enrollment. It will change how we look at services 
from the wellness center to the activities center." 

Prior to IU South Bend, Jones served as the 
associate vice chancellor for engagement at 
Purdue University North Central, Westville, 
Ind. He also was an assistant professor of 
organizational leadership in the College of 
Business. He had been with Purdue since 
1984 working in a variety of roles. 

He received his doctorate in education from 
Purdue University, Lafayette; master's degree 
from Purdue University Calumet and bachelor's 
degree from St. Joseph's College, Rensselaer, 
Ind. 

Student life director Sam Centellas wanted to 
be involved in a campus that is on the edge 
of change and growth. "I wanted to be on the 
ground floor. I can't envision what will happen 
and that is exciting. We will have to harness 
the energy" of the staff and students and draw 
everyone in to create a student life for the new 
residents. 

Centellas became the new director of student 
life on Feb. 1. Centellas was formerly employed 

HOUSING UNITS INCLUDE FULL KITCHENS. 

by Albion College, Albion, Mich., where he was 
assistant director for Greek life and student 
organizations. 

Centellas received his bachelor's degree from 
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Mich., 
and his master's in college student affairs 
leadership from Grand Valley State University, 
Allendale, Mich. 

Smith agreed that the students will be creating 
what they want for their new environment - from 
a student housing council to specific activities. 
The office of student life will steer but students 
will provide the energy. 

William O'Donnell, vice chancellor for 
administrative and fiscal affairs, has been guiding 
the housing project through planning phases. 
He said student housing is moving the campus 
along the path that was envisioned more than 20 
years ago. 

"The IU South Bend community for a decade 
has looked back on the development of the 
campus mall as being instrumental in creating a 
campus environment," O'Donnell said. 

"The development of student housing takes 
this campus to the next level of providing a 
complete collegiate experience. Not only will 
student housing serve to enhance academic 
opportunities for students but it will be the 
environment in which students create life-long 
friendships and memories," O'Donnell said. 

Units are still available for fall 2008. Visit 
the student housing Web site at 
www.housing.iusb.edu/ for the latest 
developments. 

- Kathy Borlik 
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45 Years of Marriage Honored 
with Elkhart Scholarship 
BY ANNE MCGRAW 

Lifelong Elkhart resident and business owner, Frank Noffsinger, naturally took an interest in the 
construction of the new IU South Bend Elkhart Center. Noffsinger is an energetic and young 82 
years old who takes great interest in all civic matters. He toured the Elkhart Center in late August 
2007, following the official IU dedication ceremony. Del ighted by the university's presence in 
downtown Elkhart and the beauty of the building, Noffsinger became a regu lar visitor in the months 
that followed. By late November, he became a first-time benefactor to Indiana University South Bend. 

Noffsinger established the Esther P. Noffsinger Scholarship to honor the memory of his late wife, 
Esther. Esther Noffsinger was a leader in her own right. She was a beloved wife, mother, artist, 
business woman and active member of the Elkhart community. Following her death in December 
2005, he considered the various ways in which he could memoria lize his wife of 45 yea rs. The 
appropriate tribute became clear as he observed the many Elkhart area college students who are now 
able to pursue their education locally. Esther Noffsinger would have approved. 

The Esther P. Noffsinger Scholarship will give preference to single mothers who are students at the 
Elkhart Center. Applicants must be residents of Elkhart County. The scholarship was established as 
an endowed fund and will grow over time. Plans call for the scholarship to be awarded for the first 
time in fall 2009. 

Noffsinger has been a student of Thomas Jefferson throughout his life. With a twinkle in his eye, he 
quotes Jefferson, " If the condition of man is to be progressively ameliorated, as we fond ly hope and 
believe, education is to be the chief instrument in affecting it." (Monticello, July 23, 1818) 

For further information regarding contributions to the Esther P. Noffsinger Scholarship, please contact 
Anne McGraw, director of development, IU South Bend, at (574) 520-4801 or admcgraw@iusb.edu. 

Equipment Donated 
to Elkhart Center 
BY DINA HARRIS 

The bricks and mortar as well as 
scholarshi ps for Elkhart County residents 
have been made possible by generous 
donors in Elkhart. The building is beautiful. 
However, there are still needs for the 
classrooms - particularly the new 
science laboratory. 

In order to provide students in Elkhart with 
access to a "hands-on" science laboratory 
experience, it is vita l that the Elkhart Center 
laboratory be equipped with the glassware 
and scientific equipment necessary to 
perform basic lab experiments. 

Students attending the Elkhart Center will 
be able to complete their first two years 
of coursework toward an IU South Bend 
degree program without having to drive to 
South Bend for science classes. Some of 
these students wil l be choosing to pursue a 
higher education degree in the sciences. 

Some local donors have already donated 
funds for the purchase of science 
equipment. These donors include: 
Bayer Foundation; Custom Formulating 
and Blending; lnterlogic Outsourcing Inc.; 
Lithotone, Inc.; Sam's Club; and the Paul 
Thomas family. 

One of the donors, Bayer Foundation, 
supports the Northern Indiana community 
through investments in education, cultural 
and civic activities. Bayer employees 
enthusiastically support organizations 
in the community that improve peoples' 
lives. Bayer Diabetes Care operates as a 
part of Bayer HealthCare LLC, a member 
of the worldwide Bayer HealthCare group. 
Bayer's aim is to discover and manufacture 
innovative products that will improve human 
and animal health worldwide. Their products 
enhance well-being and quality of life by 
diagnosing, preventing and treating disease. 

If you would like to support this worthwhile 
program, please contact Dina Harris, 
director of foundation relations, 
(574) 520-4131 or diharris@iusb.edu. 
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Nanci Yokom is heading to Chicago to meet new challenges and people. 
After 30 years at lU South Bend, Yokom retired in December as 
director of dental education for the job of manager of dental education 
with the American Dental Association in Chicago. She will be working 
in many facets of dental education such as policy, research and 
minority recruitment. 

Born in Racine, Wis., and a graduate of the dental hygiene program 
at ,\Iarquette University, she came to the area and earned her bachelor's 
in secondary education and her i\I.B.A. from IU South Bend. 

She became an instructor in 1977 and Nm years later she replaced 
Bonnie Hassel as the director of dental education. "I've seen a lot of 
changes here. The university has grown," she said. She has served five 
chancellors and fi,-e lU presidents. 

As for the dental program, "it has always been strong, the students are 
respected and highly regarded as employees." Yet, there ha,-e been a few 
change, ,Yitl1 the student body. "\X11en 1 started, it was mostly students 
out of high school, some from out of the area. Now there are a number 
of non-traditional students, those wishing for a second career, and now 
more men." 

The program has moved forn·ard, she said. "\'\'e ,,..anted the bachelor's 
degree to be added and that has happened. \Y/e will haw four students 
graduating this spring with a bachelor's in dental hygiene." 

And the future holds housing in the fall, which will have an impact on 
out-of-town students in dental hygiene. 1\round the corner, a new dental 
clinic will be added to the remodeled Associates Building. 

In order to raise funds for equipment, Yokom is the honorary 
chairperson for a fund-raising campaign for the new dental clinic. The 
drive will begin this year. She said she knows the alumni wi!J be behind 
the campaign. Yokom praised the alumni for their strong commitment to 
their work and to the future of the program. 

She expects to keep her close relationships to South Bend and friends. 
"This has been my home for 30 plus years. You couldn't find a better 
place to live. Everyone knows eyeryone here. IU South Bend has been 
my home away from home. l hope the ADA is as great a place to ,vork." 

GIFT PLANNING?  
CONTACT Anne McGraw • Director of Development • (574) 520-4801 • admcgraw@iusb.edu 
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GETTIN' IN STEP 
WITH DANCE FOR 
THE HOMELESS 
BY CYNDY SEARFOSS 

Every October the sound of music and 
dancing feet fills the Bloomington campus 
for 24 straight hours as Dance Marathon, a 
campus tradition that raises approximately 
$1 million every year for Riley Children's 
Hospital, takes place. 

This year, the IU South Bend Student Government 
Association (SGA) will take this successful concept, 
but change the name and the cause for which it 

will be raising money. The inaugural Dance for the 
Homeless, scheduled April 19 at the Student 

Activities Center, will not only raise funds for the 
Center for the Homeless, but will raise awareness 

about the issue of homelessness. An added twist is that 
other colleges and universities in the area have been 

invited to participate as well. 

"We're a student-led organization that desires to make a 
difference in our community," said Ivan Blount, student 
government association president and Dance for the Home-
less executive committee member. "Hosting this event and 
including other colleges and universities in the Michiana 
area will support this important cause and raise awareness 
of homelessness right here in our neighborhood." 

Services supported by the funds raised include GED class-
es, peer mentoring, group therapy, budgeting courses, job 
readiness and early childhood intervention. "The theme 
we're using for this is 'together, we can break the cycle of 
homelessness, one step at a time,"' said Aleah Wilburn. 

Wilburn, an SGA student senator and another executive 
committee member, was one of the event organizers who 

traveled to Bloomington this fall to learn first-hand the intricacies of 
putting together an event of this scale. She came back thrilled with 
the possibilities the concept offered - and undaunted by the amount 
of work that would have to be done in a short period of time. 

While the ground rules are simple - every student who raises at least 
$250 in pledges dances (or remains on their feet participating in 
other slated activities) for 24 hours - getting an event of this size off 
the ground takes an immense amount of time, energy and dedica-
tion by students, advisors, alumni and community supporters. Ten 
committees have been organized to get the event off the ground and 
running smoothly. For alumni who have been looking for an excuse 
to get involved with the campus again, Dance for the Homeless offers 
the perfect opportunity. 

"This is an ideal scenario - to have students engaging in the work of 
making our community a better place. We are thrilled that IU South 
Bend is taking the lead on this project," said Jacqueline Heirman-
Kronk, Director of Development at Center for the Homeless. 

The Executive Committee has identified some of the main ways in 
which alumni and friends of the university can help: 
• Support a student with a pledge 
• Encourage your company to be a corporate sponsor 

If you would like to support this worthwhile program, please 
contact Anne McGraw, director of development, (574) 520-4801 
or admcgraw@iusb.edu. 
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School News  
BY CYNDY SEARFOSS 

RACLIN SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 
Purcell Acting Area Coordinator - Alicia Purcell is the acting area coordinator for music while 
David Barton is on sabbatical. 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
ETS Exams Reflect Mastery - In spring 2007, undergraduates tested in the top 5 percent of 
students from 182 U.S. universities on their Educational Testing Services (ETS) business fie ld 
exams. Graduating MBA students scored in the top 10 percent. 
B & E Scholarships Increase - As a result of the endowment of the CTS Experiential Education 
Center by the CTS Corporation, the number of scholarships that wil l be awarded to business 
students will increase by 60 percent. 
Princeton Review Recognition - the school was included among Princeton Review's Best 
Business Schools for the second consecutive year in 2008. 
Center for Economic Education Receives Award - the Indiana Counci l for Economic 
Education selected the Center for Economic Education in the School of Business & Economics 
to receive the Peter V. Harrington Award for Excel lence for the number of K-12 teachers tra ined 
during the 2006-07 program year. The Center is directed by Professor Grant Black. 
Marketing Students Finish First - School of Business & Economics students won the 
Processed Foods Industry Division for the Brand Morocco Nationa l Case Study Competition. 

EDUCATION 
Education Professor Receives Inaugural Alumni Association Legacy Award - Professor 
Randy Isaacson is the first recipient of the IU South Bend Alumni Association Legacy Award. 
This award recognizes full-time faculty members (current or retired) who have made a 
significant impact in the classroom and outside it. In addition to a plaque, a $500 scholarsh ip 
will be awarded in his name through the alumni association scholarship program. 

LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES 
New Student Scholarship Established - the Lynn R. Wil liams Dean's Scholarship will support 
undergraduate scholarships for students in LAS with a declared major in the humanities, social 
and behavioral sciences, physical sciences, mathematics or computer science and informatics. 
For more information , please visit www.iusb.edu/-sbmath/. 

New Leadership Positions Named - several faculty members have new roles. These include: 
Gail McGuire - chair of sociology and anthropology; Elaine Roth - chair of English - Margaret 
Scanlan will serve as interim chair of English during the Spring 2008 semester when Roth is on 
sabbatical; Dave Surma - chair of computer and information sciences; Hossein Hakimzadeh 
- director of informatics; Catherine Borshuk - director of women 's studies program; and Lyle 
Zynda - interim chair of philosophy during 2008 whi le Louise Collins is on sabbatical. 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Dental Hygiene Offers Degree - the campus began offering a Bachelor of Science in Dental 
Hygiene in the fal l of 2007. The program calls for beginning students to complete two years 
of prerequisite general education courses before entering the two years of professional course 
work. Graduates with the associate's degree in dental hygiene can continue their education to 
earn the bachelor's degree. Students interested in the program should contact the school at 
(574) 520-4154.The associate's degree in dental hygiene will continue to be offered. 

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
SPEA Programs to Find New Academic Homes - Cri minal Justice wi ll become a new 
department with in the Col lege of Li beral Arts & Sciences. The graduate and undergraduate 
degrees in public adm inistration wil l be housed in the Col lege of Li beral Arts & Sciences within 
the department of po litica l science. Graduate and undergraduate hea lth administration wil l 
move to the School of Business & Economics. Facu lty and administrators currently in SPEA 
wil l be assigned to Libera l Arts & Sciences and Business & Economics. The SPEA staff wil l be 
assigned to LAS and Education . These changes wi ll not affect any student currently enro lled in 
any SPEA degree programs and SPEA alumni wi ll reta in their SPEA affiliation. 

ALUMNI BOARD BIOS  

Amy Palkovich Jackson 

Amy, BA'98, Mass Communications, 
currently co-chairs the IU South 
Bend Alumni Association marketing 
and membership committee and 
is employed by Daiichi Sankyo 
Pharmaceuticals as a sales 
representative. Prior to joining Daiichi 
Sankyo, Amy was employed at the 
University of Notre Dame as manager 
of employer relations for the Mendoza 
College of Business MBA program 
where she was responsible for 
recruiting efforts with primarily Fortune 
500 companies. Amy, along with 
Judi Lykowski, represents the Raclin 
School of the Arts on the alumni 
association board . 

Margaret Ridenour 

Margaret, AS '99, BS'Ol , MPA'05, 
is currently a project manager for 
the Indiana Economic Development 
Corporation (IEDC) and is responsible 
for promoting the state of Indiana and 
its economic development incentive 
programs to companies within Indiana . 
As a project manager, she collaborates 
with local public officials and company 
officials to make certain both under-
stand the process and procedures of 
the application process along with the 
guidelines of the state programs. She 
is an at-large member of the alumni 
association board and serves on the 
scholarship committee. 
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Titan Basketball Players Excel 
on Court and in the Classroom 
BY KEN BAIERL 

Congratu lations are in order for the Ti tans 
men's and women 's basketball teams. 
On December 19, 2007, the men's team defeated national ly ranked Bethel College in a 
thrilling overtime game at Bethel 99-87. It was the first time the Titans beat Bethel and the win 
heightened the rivalry between the two teams. 

Both the men's and women's team have winning records and bright futures on and off the 
court. Forty percent of the student-athletes in the basketball programs earned a 3.0 grade point 
average or higher for the fall 2007 semester. The men's team was led by freshman Dylan Morris 
who had a 4.0 GPA. 

The women's team averaged a 3.33 GPA. Eight players had a 3.0 or better led by Ewa Comans 
with a 3.88 GPA. Comans is from Belgium and was featured in an article in the South Bend 
Tribune highlighting her athletic prowess and classroom achievements. She is 6-foot-4, speaks 
three languages, and is completing her undergraduate degree in psychology. Next year she 
will enter the Master of Business Administration program at I U South Bend. She is a force 
underneath the basket for the Titans and is one of the top shot-blockers and rebounders in 
NAIA Division 1 women's basketball. 

Comans led a parade of Titans to the Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic Conference (CCAC) 
All-Conference teams. Comans was joined on the AI I-CCAC women's first team by senior 
Jennifer Vanderzanden who ranked fourth in rebounds per game (7.4) and fifth in points per 
game (13.7). She also became the all-time leading rebounder in the history of IU South Bend 
women's basketball this season surpassing Titan's legend Emily Ladd. Freshman Cortney 
Flanigan was named CCAC Honorable Mention. She was second in the CCAC in assists per 
game (4.1). 

On the men's team, junior Tyler Leighton and freshman Ben Werner were named to the AII-
CCAC first team. Leighton ranked first in free throw percentage (.859), third in points per 
game (16.4) and third in three-point shots made (74). Werner ranked first in total offensive 
rebounds (97), second in rebounds per game (8.9) and sixth in scoring per game (15.5). 
Honorable mention honors went to senior Dewey Brown, junior Derrick DeShone and freshman 
Qdar Owens. Owens was also named CCAC Freshman of the Year. He ranked fourth in the 
conference in scoring with an average of 15.8 points a game. 

Congratulations to women's coach Steve Bruce and men's coach Denny Parks for outstanding 
seasons. 
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Bruce Burkart was honored for his exemplary service to the IU South 
Bend Alumni Association - and IU South Bend - with the President's 
Award from the Indiana University Alumni Association. Burkart was 
recognized at a banquet at the Indiana Rooftop Ballroom in Indianapolis 
along with seven other alumni from throughout the state. 

He has been an instrumental part of the alumni association scholarship 
committee's decade-long track record of awarding 137 scholarships and 
raising more than $560,000. "Larry Lentych, who got the scholarship 
program going, asked me if I'd like to be part of it, " Burkart noted. "I said, 
'sure, I'll help' and I've been enamored of the possibility it offers young 
kids ever since. I look at my role as someone who finds people who want 
to be givers - whether it's giving of their time, their talent or financially." 

While serving as the committee chairperson, Burkart began the tradition 
of holding a banquet to bring alumni donors and scholarship recipients 
together to share their experiences. "The banquet gives the donors a very 
positive way to get feedback - they could see what their contributions were 
all about," he said. 

Burkart, who received a bachelor's degree in business in general 
management in 1972 from the School of Business & Economics, has 
been involved with the university in other areas as well. He is a former 
member of the I U South Bend Alumni Association board of directors and 
assists with the scholarship program. He is a senior vice-president 
at 1st Source Bank in South Bend; he and his wife, Cindy, are 
South Bend residents. 

As a member of Hoosiers for Higher Education, Burkart was part of the 
team who worked to get the IU South Bend Student Activities Center 

Burkart Connects 
Alu ni and Serves I l:J--::::;;:::~-, 

funded by the state in 2001. "I'm one of those people who figures out how 
we can get something done," he said when discussing the circumstances 
surrounding the trip with a contingency of IU South Bend students, 
faculty, staff and alumni made to the Statehouse to discuss the project. 
"I don't take 'no' for an answer. We were told the SAC wasn't in IU's top 
ten, but we said 'we're as good as anybody' and got a bunch of buses and 
people to make the case. We drove the legislators nuts," he added with 
a smile. 

The Michiana community has also benefited from his commitment to 
service. He has been active in the Kiwanis Club, is past treasurer of Camp 
Fire Girls, past president of Catholic Social Services, a former board 
member of United Health Service and the Diabetes Association of St. 
Joseph County, as well as a former division chair for the United Way of 
St. Joseph County. In recognition of his community service, Burkart 
received the Ernestine M. Raclin Community Leadership Award from 
1st Source Bank in 2000. 

In that regard, perhaps his greatest contribution is his ability to mentor 
others in the art of giving. 

11 1 tell people 'you ought to consider helping out 
- don't respond with a quick no - you should 
strongly contemplate how you can give back, 
whether it's hard labor and/or financial. Don't 
assume someone else is going to do it."' 
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CIass Nates Please submit your class news to kborlik@iusb.edu. 

• 70s 
Cheryl Torok Fleming, BA'75, MS'79, Biology, Education, is director 
of staff development for the College of Adult and Professional Studies 
at Indiana Wesleyan University in Marion. She lives in Nashville. 

When it's Time to "Get on the Bus," Lucky Reznik  
is First in Line  

Whether it's leading students, faculty, and staff on IU South Bend 's 
annual "Get on the Bus" road trip to the Indiana Statehouse to call 
on legislators, or serving as an advocate for public transportation, 
Emil "Lucky" Reznik, MSBA'76, is in the thick of things. His 
40 years of service on the South Bend Public Transportation 
Corporation (TRANSPO) board of directors was celebrated recently 
- and in recognition of his invaluable contribution to the group, will 
name the new operations/maintenance facility the Emil "Lucky" 
Reznik Center. 

Reznik has been a passionate lobbyist for public transportation - as 
well as IU South Bend. An ex-officio member of the IU South Bend 
Alumni Association board of directors, Reznik is a team leader of 
the association's legislative group and was honored by Hoosiers for 
Higher Education with the inaugural Sue H. Talbot Distinguished 
Hoosiers for Higher Education Member Award in 2006. 

•sos 
Patrick C. Welch, BA'83, Communication Arts, is vice president of 
Barger Packaging Corp. in Elkhart, Ind. His father, R. Dewey Welch, 
BS'52 , is the retired chairman and CEO of the company. Patrick 
Welch lives in Elkhart. 

Charles F. Humphrey, BS'87, Business, writes that he has worked in 
several management-level positions in the area of Green Bay, Wis. 
He has also worked as an inventory control analyst for Good 
Humor-Breyers Ice Cream . Humphrey lives in Green Bay. 

Julie C. Hook, MS'88, Secondary Education, is English department 
chairwoman at Elkhart (Ind.) Central High School. She is the author 
of the children's book Meticulous Maddy, published by AuthorHouse. 
Hook lives in Elkhart. 

•90s 
Patrick Hubler, BS'90, Education, MS'03 Education, is the 
assistant principal at Discovery Middle School in the 
Penn-Harris-Madison School Corporation. 

Amy Olson Clifford, BA'91, Political Science, is now the director of 
business development northeast for Interact Medical, which 
produces animations and learning management systems for medical 
device manufacturers. She joined them in September 2007. Send her 
a note at amyc@interactm.com. 
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Gregory Politowicz, AGS'91, MLS'05, is with the Special Operations 
Command Central at MacDill Air Force Base in Florida. 

Roberto Overton, BS'99, MS'05 Education, is an academic advisor 
with Southwestern Michigan College in Dowagiac, Mich. 

Dena Wargo, MS'99, Education, recently joined United Federal 
Credit Union in St. Joseph, Mich., as director of education. Her 
primary responsibilities include leadership, professional development 
of new and existing programs with an emphasis on employee 
development and empowerment. 

•oos 
Sharon D. Phillips Bicknell, ASN'Ol, Nursing, of Mesquite, Texas, 
is an independent travel agent. Her Web site is www.sharonbicknell. 
globaltravel.com. In 2006, she received a BSN degree. 

Michael J. Born, MBA'03, is the medical director of the emergency 
department at Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington Heights, 
Ill. 

Jason Cadwell, BS'03, Business, is the business manager at Cadwell 
Psychological Services in Plymouth. 

Nigel J. Clark, BGS'03, is employed by Duncan Systems Inc. in 
Elkhart as the company's director of human resources. 

Dawn Ernsberger, MSW'03, works for Right Mind Mental Health 
Solutions in Middlebury. 

P. Matt Gerard, BS'03, Business, is a licensed financial specialist 
with NatCity Investments in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Jenny Hopper, AAGS'03, is a deputy assessor for the Osolo Township 
in Elkhart. 

Tony Mason, BFA'03, owns Silver Sun Graphix, a vinyl graphic design 
firm, located in South Bend. 

Linda K. Menke, MSW'03, is a therapist at the Family Education 
Center CAN I/Three Wishes Day Treatment at Park Center Inc. in Fort 
Wayne. 

Stephanie L. Ness, BA'03, Political Science, is an account 
administrator at Corporate Services in South Bend. 

Ann M. Noble, BGS'03, owns Noble School of Music in 
Mishawaka. 

Nate Riddle, BS'03, Business, is an account manager - SQL 
server for Quest Software located in Warrenville, Ill. 

Sarah J. Rippy, MS'03, Education, is a counselor at Walkerton 
Elementary School. 

Alicia Schmutzler, AS'03, Dental Hygiene, is employed by 
Generations in Dentistry in Carmel , Ind. 

http:globaltravel.com
www.sharonbicknell
mailto:amyc@interactm.com
mailto:kborlik@iusb.edu


Michele Schricker, MSW'03, is employed by the Otis R. 
Bowen Center for Human Services Inc . in Plymouth . 

Kami Vermillion, BA'03, Psychology, is a child protective 
investigator for the Department of Children and Families in Florida . 

Hantao Wang, MBA'03, is a project manager for engineered products 
at Morris Material Handling in New Berlin, Wis. 

Luvenure M. Barnhill, BS'04, Criminal Justice, is a community 
organizer for Near Northwest Neighborhood Inc. in South Bend. 

Dawn Bluschke, BS'04, Business, works for 3dGroup Environmental 
Graphic Services, Tampa, Fla ., as the controller. 

Heidi Cintron, BS'04, Business/BA'04, Spanish , is a relationship 
manager for First Horizon Home Loans in Granger. 

Geoffrey Downie, MPA'04, works for the University of 111 i nois Chicago, 
as a program manager in the School of Public Health . 

Wendy Dutcher, BS'04, Nursing, is the school nurse at Eastport Early 
Learning Center in Michigan City. 

Kimberly K. Holmer, BS'04, Business, is employed by Underground 
Pipe & Valve, Inc. in South Bend as an office manager. 

Nathaniel Jones, BS'04, Public Affairs , is a LEAN/Safety assistant at 
Nickell Moulding in Elkhart. 

Marcia Kehr, BS'04, Education , teaches the fifth grade at Chandler 
Elementary School in Goshen . 

Pam Kronewitter, MS'04, Education , works in South Bend for 
Madison Center Inc. as a therapist. 

John J. Krummen, MBA'04, is employed by Whiting Corporation in 
Monee, Ill ., as a manager of crane products and technical services . 

Gina Landis, BGS'04, is a case worker for the Marshall County Single 
Parent Program in Plymouth . 

Chris Laware, BS'04, Computer Science, is the information 
technology manager at Mid-City Supply Co. Inc . in Elkhart. 

Kimberly Lawler, BGS'04, is employed as a project manager at 
Press Ganey in South Bend . 

Trisha K. Leddy, MS'04, Education, works at Walt Disney School, 
Mishawaka, in the 4-5 multiage program. 

Charles A. LeGuern, MS'04, Education, is the coordinator of library 
services at Memorial Hospital of South Bend. 

Gail Leister, MS'04, Education, has been a 7th-grade counselor at 
Pierre Moran Middle School in Elkhart for three years. 

Loretta Madden, BS'04, Nursing, works at Riverview Adult Day 
Center Inc., in Elkhart, as a health services coordinator. 

Anna Medina, BS'04, Nursing, is an RN on the medical floor at 
Elkhart General Hospital. 

William Michalski, MLS'04, is employed as an investigator by the 
U.S. Department of Labor, Wage and Hour Division in South Bend. 

Paul Michelbrink, BS'04, Computer Science, works for Manhattan 
Associates as a senior software engineer. 

Shanti Nand, MS'04, Education, is a reference assistant librarian at 
the St. Joseph County Public Library. She is continuing her education 
at JU South Bend/lUPUI in the library school. 

Randy Philabaum, BGS'04, is an FSB instructor at the Fastenal 
School of Business in Indianapolis. 

Sarah Barth Ressler, BA'04, Psychology and Sociology, is employed 
by Area 2 Agency on Aging Real Services as a home care manager. 

Traci E. Rice, BS'04, Sociology, works for Press Ganey Associates Inc . 
in South Bend as a database/report assistant. 

Michelle Ross, AS'04, Chemistry, is an advanced quality technician 
for CTS Corporation in Elkhart. 

Chris Ryback, MBA'04, works at Edward Lowe Foundation as a 
manger of technical and digital media services. 

Jason Wroblewski, BA'04, Political Science, is a project manager for 
Haley-Greer Inc. in Texas. 

Toni N. Hopper, AS'OS, Business, is a buyer/planner for the 
Communication Solutions Group at Smith & Nephew Inc . in Warsaw. 

Stacie Jeffirs, BA'OS, Mass Communications, has been named the 
director of the Career Center at Saint Mary's College. Prior to that, 
Jeffirs was the internship employer developer at the JU South Bend 
Career Services office. 

Kathleen Keller Kiesselbach, BFA'OS, Fine Arts, has accepted the 
position of director of development and marketing at the Kras! Art 
Center in St. Joseph, Mich . She writes that after working more than 
35 years at the University of Notre Dame in various capacities, she is 
looking forward to the change of lifestyle . " I have lived on an 
academic calendar my whole life . I sure hope I can adjust to the 
change!" 

Jesse Limon, BS'OS, Business, is employed by Prudential One Realty 
in Mishawaka as a fine homes specialist. 

Amanda L. McKesson, BS'OS, Business, is the secretary/treasurer for 
McKesson Title Corporation in Plymouth. 

Gabrielle Mieher, BS'OS, Business, is employed by Integrated Testing 
Services in Cincinnati , Ohio. 

Karin Senn, BGS'OS, works for the Penn-Harris-Madison School 
Corporation as the Northpoint Kids Club site coordinator. 

Tracy Tibbetts, BA'OS, English , is employed by the St. Joseph County 
Prosecuting Attorney bad check restitution program as a community 
relations representative. 

Mike Williams, BS'OS, Applied Mathematics, is a sales specialist at 
Lowe's in Mishawaka. 

Robert Lowman, BS'06, Business, is a sales executive for WLEG-FM 
(Froggy 102 .7) in Elkhart. 
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