
Spring 2015 General Education Compliance with Coverage and Assessment  
This course will be part of our new curriculum beginning in Fall 2015.  Since it is a senior level course it will not be offered for the first time until Fall 2018 

(hence the syllabus is not as developed yet as we would like) but we must request approval to meet the critical thinking gen ed requirement now so 
students entering IUK in fall 2015 can be advised that they will meet their critical thinking gen ed requirement within the program and do not need to take 

additional courses to do so. 
 
Instructors:  TBD     Course(s):  NURS-N 476 Clinical Care IV: Complex Processes acute/critical care practicum (5 credits – 3 didactic/2 practicum) 
 
Area: Critical Thinking                              Requirement: One course from the list- courses are required to satisfy all of the learning requirements (total of 3 hours). 
 

Outcomes and Components  
Course  NURS-N 476 (beginning 8/2018) 
Description: The primary focus is on the nursing care management of 
individuals and families experiencing complex and significant illnesses 
across the lifespan.  Particular attention is focused on developing 
clinical reasoning and competent nursing practice at an advanced level.    

Program Outcome/Course Objectives Method of Assessment of Student Learning 
Leave blank if the component is not covered 
and/or assessed. Use codes below or write-

in additional methods. 

Outcome 1: Students will recognize issues that have alternative 
interpretations 
 
 
 
Component 1: Students will understand and respect the potential 
differences in the perspectives of others 
 
Component 2: Students will summarize the explicit and implicit aspects 
of an issue 
 
Component 3: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
influences of audience and context on an issue 
 
 
 
 
Outcome 2: Students will compare the perspectives of others to their 
own. 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Outcome 2: A culturally sensitive 
person who provides holistic, patient centered 
nursing care for individuals, families, and 
communities.  
 

 

Synthesizes evidence based practice 
with the clients cultural, values, social 
and spiritual beliefs to promote health 
within diverse populations across the 
age spectrum. 
 
 
 

E = exams, Q = quizzes, P = papers, C = cases, D = 
discussions, F = Field Work/Practicum 
Instructional Activities:  
Lecture 
Small group discussions 
Nursing assessment form includes: 
Value /Belief/Spiritual/Cultural Pattern 
• Values, goals, beliefs (including spiritual) that 

guide choices and/or decisions  
• What is perceived as important in life 
Perceived conflicts in values, beliefs, or 
expectations that are health related 
 

Program Outcome 6: An effective communicator 
who collaborates with inter professional team 
members, patients, and their support systems 
for improved health outcomes. 

 

 
 
 

E = exams, Q = quizzes, P = papers, C = cases, D = 
discussions, F = Field Work/Practicum 
 



Component 1: Students will articulate their own perspectives and 
recognize potential personal bias 
 
Component 2: Students will question the underlying assumptions of self 
and others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provides honest appraisal of self in team and  
team support. 
Promotes the principles of professional 
communication in the delivery of evidence 
based, patient centered care.   
Participates within teams to resolve identified 
practice discrepancies between identified 
standards and practice that may adversely 
impact patient outcomes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Self-evaluation/reflection each week. 
 
Safe Client Hand-off’s:  When students arrive, 
they need to obtain a verbal report on their 
client(s).  Likewise, when leaving the unit for 
breaks or at the end of the clinical time, the 
student needs to give a verbal report to the 
patient’s assigned nurse. The student is 
responsible for completing the appropriate 
documentation in a timely manner and at the 
end of the clinical time. 

Works in a collaborative manner with other team 
members to develop case study materials.   

Develops and provides documented support of 
work plan ( developed and signed by team 
members) 

- Develops and provides written 
documentation of team norms 

- Actively participates in team in a 
collaborative manner as agreed to by team 
members and as outlined in formal work 
plan 

- Demonstrates professionalism in 
completion of assigned duties within team. 

- Keeps lines of communication open with 
team  

Provides honest appraisal of self in team and 
team support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Outcome 3: Students will assess the quality of supporting evidence. 
 
 
 
 
Component 1: Students will consider the literature and new research in 
the field 
 
Component 2: Students will assess the accuracy and relevance of  
supporting evidence 
 
Component 3: Students will use a variety of techniques to assess the 
quality of supporting evidence 
 
Outcome 4: Students will assess the implications and consequences 
that result from proposed conclusions. 
Component 1: Students will identify the pros and cons of different 
theoretical approaches 
Component 2: Students will articulate the implications and 
consequences of an argument 
Component 3: Students will compare recommendations resulting from 
applying different theoretical frameworks 
 
 

 
 
Program Outcome 1: A critical thinker who 
demonstrates intellectual engagement and uses 
evidence as a basis for clinical reasoning and 
decision making. 
 
Participates in the process of evidenced based 
practice through retrieval, appraisal, and 
synthesis of evidence.  
Develops and revises individualized plan of care 
based on differences in client’s health patterns 
within similar health disruptions.  

 
 
Program Outcome 1: A critical thinker who 
demonstrates intellectual engagement and uses 
evidence as a basis for clinical reasoning and 
decision making. 
Demonstrates critical thinking skills by 
synthesizing comprehensive information to 
plan/implement and evaluate care in selected 
client populations with ambiguous and 
unpredictable clinical problems 

 
 
 
E = exams, Q = quizzes, P = papers, C = cases, D = 
discussions, F = Field Work/Practicum 
Instructional Activities: 
 
 
Concept maps 
 
Case studies are presented in class and students 
are divided into small groups to discuss how each 
case could be addressed.  
 
 
 
E = exams, Q = quizzes, P = papers, C = cases, D = 
discussions, F = Field Work/Practicum 
Instructional Activities: 
Case studies are presented in class and students 
are divided into small groups to discuss how each 
case could be addressed.  
See Care Plan expectations later in this 
document. 
 
 
 

 
Codes for typical in-course assessment methods:  E = exams, Q = quizzes, P = papers, C = cases, D = discussions, Pr = presentations, Ex = exercises, H = 
homework/assignments, S = Service Learning, F = Field Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Care Plan 
 

A comprehensive nursing care plan communicates and documents the client’s expected outcomes and 
interventions throughout the hospital stay or course of care.  It delineates guidelines and outcomes for timing and 
sequencing major interventions that lead to successful client outcomes.  It provides a framework to assure that 
individualized, quality, cost-effective care is provided in a timely manner.  Deviations or variances from the 
expected outcomes can be readily identified so the health care team can implement a plan of action to resolve 
the variance. 
Parts of the Nursing Care Plan 
 ■ Priority Nursing Diagnoses 
 List the 3 priority nursing diagnosis using NANDA approved terminology. 
 ■ Nursing Interventions & rationales 
 Nursing interventions are specific actions carried out to help attain the expected outcomes. 
 Rationales form the premise for every nursing action and critical thinking while giving patient care. 
 ■ Expected Outcomes 
 Expected outcomes are realistic goals for resolving or alleviating the patient’s health problem written in  
  measurable behavioral terms.    
          Outcomes should be selected that are appropriate to the condition of the patient 
          Short-term expectations or goals (24-48 hours) are based on the problem portion of the diagnostic  
   statement. 
 ■ Long-term Outcomes 

Long term expectations or goals (1 to 4 weeks or more) are based on the problem portion of the 
diagnostic statement.  Time frame varies according to problem identified and client condition. 

 ■ Evaluation of Outcomes 
 Evaluation of outcomes is necessary to determine whether the outcome has been attained or make a  

statement of the needed support to revise either the outcome or the nursing  interventions to meet 
changing patient condition 


