
This document contains three Proposed Bylaws Amendments, to be voted upon at the February 
23, 2015 Faculty Senate meeting 

 

 

Amendment 1: Electronic Voting 

Purpose: This amendment is intended to clarify the process of electronic voting, particularly 
what constitutes a quorum and how we determine if a vote is “valid.” 

Proposed amendment: Addition of voting language to Bylaws 5.3; current section 5.3 
(Adjournment) becomes 5.4. 

5.3 Voting 

Where possible, voting should take place in the Senate’s regularly held meetings. Under 
unusual circumstances, votes may take place by electronic ballot, as determined by the Indiana 
University Kokomo Faculty Senate Agenda Committee. The motion and ballot must be 
distributed to all voting faculty at least two weeks prior to the close of voting. For purposes of 
electronic voting, a quorum is reached if a majority of all eligible Senate members have cast a 
vote by the predetermined deadline.  

In accordance with Indiana University Kokomo Senate Constitution 6.2, Amendments to the 
Constitution and Bylaws require a 2/3 majority of votes cast. All other voting items require a 
simple majority to be passed. 

5.3 5.4 Adjournments 

If the scheduled agenda is not disposed of by sixty (60) minutes after the start of the meeting, 
the meeting in-progress should be recessed to a specified time indicated by the Agenda 
Committee. At the continuation meeting the unfinished business shall be the first order of 
business. Sixty (60) minutes after the start of a meeting, then, no further business shall be in 
order except a motion to adjourn - unless, of course, the rules be suspended. 

  



Amendment 2: Honorary Degree 

Purpose: IU Kokomo is the only IU campus that approves honorary degree candidates by a vote 
in the full Senate. All others approve candidates in committee, then pass their recommendation 
directly to the UFC Honorary Degree Committee. This change would (a) make our process 
consistent with other campuses, and (b) improve the confidentiality of the process. 

Proposed Amendment: Eliminates vote of the full Senate, eliminates contradictory language 
about “start dates.” 

3.7 Honorary Degree Committee 

The Faculty Senate shall have an Honorary Degree Committee. Notwithstanding Bylaws Section 
1.2, faculty members with administrative appointments are eligible to serve on this committee. 
Notwithstanding Bylaws Section 1.2, the term of office for new members of the Honorary 
Degree Committee shall commence on the first day of January following their election to the 
Committee. 

The first meeting of the Honorary Degree Committee shall take place before the first day of 
October each year. 

The Honorary Degree Committee shall consider candidates for an honorary degree from 
Indiana University Kokomo. If approved by majority vote of the committee, submit candidates 
for an honorary degree from Indiana University Kokomo to the Faculty Senate for a vote of 
approval. After the Faculty Senate has approved a candidate, the candidate's name is sent to 
the University Faculty Council Honorary Degree Committee, which is the next step in the 
approval process for honorary degrees from Indiana University. 

  



Amendment 3: Administrative Appointments 

Purpose: At the January Senate meeting, we passed a change to committee representation 
rules (Bylaws Section 1.2). This change eliminated Footnote 1 to the bylaws, which specified the 
academic units. Footnote 2 (on Administrative Appointment) now includes a reference to a 
footnote that no longer exists, and more importantly, implies that chairs within HSS are not 
administrators. The footnote needs to be modified in order to eliminate any possible confusion 
about what constitutes an administrative appointment.  

Proposed amendment: Change the footnote as follows: 

“Administrative appointment: For Senate purposes, administrative appointments include the 
directors or chairs of the academic units defined in footnote one listed in Section 1.2 and the 
supervisors of these directors/chairs. In addition, administrative appointments include the 
department chairpersons in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, vice chancellors, 
assistant vice chancellors, and chancellor.” 
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