PHILOSOPHY MAJOR AT IUK
PURPOSE:
The major in philosophy leads to the B.A. degree and is flexible enough to meet the
needs and interests of a wide range of students. The major in philosophy focuses on using
the content of philosophy to develop transferable skills in critical thinking,
argumentation, oral and written communication, logic, analytic reasoning, problemsolving.
REQUIREMENTS:
Students must complete a minimum of 30 hours. No more than three credit hours of
course work in the category of Introductory Courses (that is, any 100-level courses plus
P240 and P270) may be included in the 30 credit hour minimum. Students are required to
take:
-PHIL P250 Introductory Symbolic Logic
-PHIL P310 Topics in Metaphysics
-PHIL P313 Theories of Knowledge OR PHIL-P 312 Topics in Theory of Knowledge
-PHIL P342 Problems in Ethics OR PHIL P 340 Problems in Social & Political
Philosophy
-At least one course at or above the 200-level in History of Philosophy
-At least one 400-level course from among the following:
-P401: History of Philosophy (Special Topics)
-P470: Special Topics in Philosophy
-P498: Senior Seminar
-P499: Honor Thesis
-Students may take Y215 Introduction to Political Theory as an elective counting toward
their 30 credits.
CONCENTRATION:
Pre-Law [Required: P342, P340, P375]
RECOMMENDATIONS:
Students planning on going to Law School should take both P342 and P340 (Problems of
Ethics and Problems in Social & Political Philosophy). They should also take Philosophy
of Law (P375), and consider taking Biomedical Ethics (P393). They should also consider
minoring in Pre-Law, Political Science, History, English, or Communications.
All other students are strongly encouraged to minor in Economics, Business, Math,
Chemistry, Biology, Physics.
Academically strong students should consider taking on a second major (i.e. doublemajoring).
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SUMMARY OF JUSTIFICATION
1. Interest Exists: A) We have added courses for philosophy, and these courses have
continued to enroll, usually completely.
Philosophy Course Offerings Spring 2013-Spring 2017

Courses

B) Our Minor has increased from 10 to 25 students in the last year.
C) Surveying 77 students at IUK, our data strongly supports that the interest in a major at
IUK. In response to “If IUK offered a Philosophy Major, would you Major in
Philosophy?”, 13 respondents said that they would either major or consider majoring
in philosophy, and an additional 19 respondents said that they might consider
majoring in philosophy. (See also Appendix B, Letters from Students)
2. No Additional Cost: Because of the increase in Philosophy Minors, and the number
of cross-listed courses, we will be able to offer a Philosophy Major without adding
additional lines, at this time. (see p. 5-6 for justification). The recent addition of
upper-level online courses at other campus offered through the IUOCC also helps
ensure that students will be able to take upper-level courses when needed.
3. Enrichment of existing programs: Low hour requirements will enable exemplary
students to double-major, and all student to have at least one minor. Many philosophy
courses will be/are cross-listed (e.g. Philosophy of Psychology, Concepts and Images,
Philosophy of Art) and contribute to additional programs or minors (e.g. Pre-Law).
Thus, the Philosophy Major will enrich rather that compete with existing programs.
4. Financial Success for Students with Philosophy Degree: Philosophy Majors have a
higher mid-career salary than all but one major (Math) currently offered at IUK.
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Philosophy Majors consistently are among the highest scoring major on the LSAT
(second only to Math/Physics). Of the majors currently offered at IUK, Philosophy
Majors rank second (only to Math) on the GMAT. Philosophy Majors consistently
score the highest of any major on both the Verbal and Analytic Writing sections of
the GRE, and rank very high on the Quantitative section. Thus, a Philosophy Major,
especially as a double major or in conjunction with a minor, is a good option for those
considering: Law School, Business, and Graduate School. (See p. 5-6 for sources).
5. Future Fully-Online Philosophy Major: The IUOCC has consistently been
developing fully online majors. IU East is currently in the process of developing such
a major. We need now so that we are in a good position to participate if and when this
fully online major starts.
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EXTENDED JUSTIFICATION FOR PHILOSOPHY MAJOR
For convenience, I divide the reasons for the creation of a Philosophy Major into five
categories:
1. Enrichment of existing programs:
a. Because the Philosophy Major only requires 30 hours, students may more
easily obtain a double-major. They will also be able to minor, and indeed,
will be encouraged to minor in Economics, Business, Math, Chemistry,
Biology, Physics. The relatively low number of hours required for the
Philosophy Major is typical of Philosophy Majors within the Indiana
University system (e.g. IU Bloomington requires 30).
b. Our philosophy minor has grown. Adding a major will result in a wider
range of upper-level philosophy courses that will serve both philosophy
minors, students in the Humanities BA, and students interested in taking a
few upper-level philosophy courses. Data strongly implies that students
are interested in a wide range of courses, wider than we can currently offer
while only having a minor. In a survey (see attached), students were
asked, for each course, to rate how interested they were in taking that
course on a scale of 1 (not interested)-10 (very interested). Results tended
to cluster around the 1 and 10 (~21% of respondents at the 10). Crucially,
analysis of individual responses revealed that students did not tend to
simply respond ‘10’ or ‘1’ to all courses. Thus, the large deviation is due
to differences in topic interest among our students.
c. Pre-Law: A Philosophy Major is widely regarded as the best Major for a
student wanted to go to law school. In a recent discussion with McKinney
Law Representative, Julie Smith, Smith emphasized the benefits of prelaw students majoring in philosophy. Philosophy Majors consistently have
the highest scores on the LSAT of any humanities degrees, and are only
outmatched by majors in Math and Physics (see Nieswiadomy 1998,
2006). Adding a Philosophy Major with a Pre-Law Concentration will
help our students considering law school. We already have a Pre-Law
minor and Pre-Law emphasis within the History and Political Science
Program. Philosophy is already a part of this (students must take at least
one upper-level philosophy course in value theory). The Philosophy Major
would enrich this already existing minor.
d. Informatics: Those hiring coders have begun searching for students who
can appreciate both the details of their task along with the big picture, and
who are flexible, creative, innovative thinkers. In a recent article by
Forbes titled “That ‘Useless’ Liberal Arts Degree Has Become Tech’s
Hottest Ticket”, Butterfield, co-founder and CEO of Slack Technologies, a
$2.8 Billion dollar company, explained: “Studying philosophy taught me
two things…I learned how to write really clearly. I learned how to follow
an argument all the way down, which is invaluable in running meetings.
And when I studied the history of science, I learned about the ways that
everyone believes something is true–like the old notion of some kind of
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ether in the air propagating gravitational forces–until they realized that it
wasn’t true.”
http://www.forbes.com/sites/georgeanders/2015/07/29/liberal-arts-degreetech/#33c405555a75 Upper-level courses that would especially benefit
Informatics Majors include Philosophy of Logic, Advanced Logic, and
Philosophy of Cognitive Science.
Science Majors: A number of the most important figures in science
studied Philosophy of Science, and a number of the most important figures
within Philosophy of Science have themselves been scientists (e.g. Isaac
Newton, Albert Einstein, Thomas Kuhn, and Michael Polanyi). Science
Majors would benefit from a range of upper-level courses we could offer
more regularly including (but not limited to): Philosophy of Science,
Experimental Philosophy, and Philosophy of Neuroscience.
New Media: New Media students are already required to take two upperlevel philosophy courses, which are cross-listed between New Media and
Philosophy (Philosophy of Art and Concepts and Images).
Political Science: Upper-level courses advantageous for Political Science
include: Problems in Social & Political Philosophy, Problems of Ethics,
and Modern Philosophy (1500-1850), which includes readings of
important political theorists such as John Locke and Thomas Hobbes.
Political Science Majors Minoring in Philosophy would benefit if these
course were offered more regularly, as they would in the event that we had
a Philosophy Major. We have also included one course from Political
Science (Y215 Introduction to Political Theory) as an elective for the
Philosophy Major.
History: We are currently unable to offer any upper-level courses in
history of philosophy. Upper-level courses in history of philosophy, such
as: Ancient Greek Philosophy, Medieval Philosophy, and Modern
Philosophy (1500-1850) would help Majors in History wanting to minor in
Philosophy.
Psychology: One of our full-time Lecturer’s area of specialization is
philosophy of psychology. Having a Philosophy Major would allow a
great variety of courses, which students have shown interest in (see
Appendix A), including (but not limited to): Philosophy of Psychology,
Philosophy of Cognitive Science, and Philosophy of Cognitive Science of
Religion. Other courses within our Lecturer’s AOS not included in the
survey, but which would benefit Psychology Majors include: Philosophy
of Science (previously offered at IUK, Spring 2016), Philosophy of
Neuroscience, Experimental Philosophy, Neuroethics, and
Neurophilosophy.
Potential of Collaboration between Informatics, Psychology, and
Philosophy for the creation of a Cognitive Science Major: Cognitive
Science consists in Psychology, Computer Science, Linguistics, and
Philosophy. With the introduction of a Philosophy Major, we would better
be able to offer courses to serve a truly interdisciplinary undergraduate
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major. Within the IU system, only IU Bloomington has an undergraduate
Cognitive Science Program.
2. Monetary Arguments.
a. Philosophy continues to be one of the main areas in which we lose and
gain students (and therefore money) within the IUOCC Portal. In 20152016, 73 of our students took philosophy courses online from other IU
campuses, 257 of our own students took philosophy courses at IUK, and
27 students from other IU campuses took our philosophy courses online.
Given that our lower-level face to face courses fill every semester, it is
likely that a number of students at IUK who would like to take live
courses are instead being forced to take Philosophy online (often from
other campuses).
b. There are students considering coming to IUK to complete a Philosophy
Major. (See Appendix B)
c. We can add a Philosophy Major with minimal, or no, additional funds (see
‘viability’ below)
d. Upper-level philosophy courses are beginning to appear in the IUOCC.
This will help students be able to take additional philosophy courses
needed to graduate.
e. A future fully online IUOCC is a real possibility. IU East is already
developing such a major. IUK needs to be in a position to fully engage
with it and maintain our share of students taking philosophy courses (or
even expand on it).
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3. Interest Exists: There is sufficient interest in philosophy at IUK to sustain a
Philosophy Major.
a. Interest in philosophy at IUK has been steadily increasing, proportionally
in the lower and upper levels.
Philosophy Course Offerings Spring 2013-Spring 2017

Courses

b. After surveying 77 students at IUK, our data strongly supports that the
interest in a major at IUK. The last question on the survey was: If IUK
offered a Philosophy Major, would you Major in Philosophy?
Unfortunately, most of the respondents were upper level students (48%
Senior, 37.3% Junior, 13.3% Sophomore, 1.1% Freshman). Thus, a
Philosophy Major is out of the question for most of these students. Still, of
77 respondents, 13 respondents said that they would either major or
consider majoring in philosophy, and an additional 19 respondents said
that they might consider majoring in philosophy.
c. Perhaps as importantly as showing that we have enough students
interested in philosophy is the fact that we have interest in a wide range of
upper-level philosophy courses. Again, see Appendix A. Different
students are interested in different kinds of philosophy course. This
provides strong evidence that our upper-level philosophy courses will fill,
not only due to those majoring in philosophy, but also due to those
minoring in philosophy, and those simply interested in taking additional
philosophy course without pursuing a major or minor in philosophy.
4. Data on the benefits of Philosophy Majors after graduation. See Appendix C,
which contains graphs for easier viewing.
a. Training in philosophy provides a wide range of transferable skills. These
include problem solving, critical thinking, decision making, ability to plan,
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organize, and prioritize work, ability to obtain and process information,
and ability to communicate (both written and oral). Philosophers teach
these skills through reading difficult philosophical texts and asking
students to interact with them by solving philosophical puzzles and
problems.
b. Earning Average: Philosophy Majors have a higher mid-career salary than
all but one major (Math) currently offered at IUK. (source: Payscale Inc,
cited by The Wall Street Journal:
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/infoDegrees_that_Pay_you_Back-sort.html)
c. Law: Philosophy Majors consistently are among the highest scoring major
on the LSAT (second only to Math/Physics, generally tied with
Economics Majors) (Nieswiadomy 1998, 2006).
d. Medical School: According to the American Medical College Application
Service, Philosophy Majors have the highest acceptance rate of any major
into Medical School.(see https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/
10224324/Website/Major%20Anxiety.pdf)
e. Graduate School: Philosophy Majors consistently score the highest of any
major on both the Verbal and Analytic Writing sections of the GRE, and
rank very high on the Quantitative section.
f. Business: Of the majors currently offered at IUK, Philosophy Majors rank
second (only to Math) on the GMAT.
5. Intellectual benefits of philosophy.
a. Philosophy is one of the best disciplines for developing critical thinking
skills. Philosophy is the discipline wherein we examine our most
fundamental beliefs and assumptions. Philosophers even evaluate how we
should evaluate our most fundamental assumptions. Philosophy gives us
grounds for rational discussion on emotional topics. This kind of
evaluation is a great good to our students, our community, and our society
as a whole.
b. Philosophy deserves a special place within the academy. We should not
forget that the ‘Ph’ in ‘PhD’ stands for ‘Philosophy’.
c. Philosophy is a universal discipline. For every discipline that exists, we
can place a ‘Philosophy of’ before that discipline’s name, and you will
have identified a sub-discipline within philosophy.
d. The study of philosophy opens students’ minds to a new world of interests
and passions. As John Stuart Mill put it, it gives students ‘nobler
passions’, by which the cultivated mind is able to entertain itself.
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VIABILITY OF A PHILOSOPHY MAJOR WITHOUT ADDITIONAL HIRING
Given our current upper-level course offerings, a Philosophy Major requires nearly no
changes to course offerings. At present, we have the ability to offer a Philosophy Major
without making any additional hires. Our lower-level offerings would not change. Below
is a chart outlining the upper-level offerings for philosophy already scheduled (on the
left) and those we offer if we had a Philosophy Major (on the right). Differences between
the two have been highlighted.
Next 4 years of philosophy courses: Major versus no Major
No Major
Major
2017
Philosophy of Law (PHIL P375)
Philosophy of Law (PHIL P375)
Fall
Topics in the Theory of Knowledge
Topics in the Theory of Knowledge (PHIL
(PHIL P312)
P312)
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346 Cross
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346, cross listed
listed with New Media)
with New Media)
Philosophy for Children (P383)
Philosophy for Children (P383)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Ancient Philosophy (P201)
2018
Special Topics in Philosophy (PHIL
Special Topics in Philosophy (PHIL P383
Spring P383 Cross listed with Psychology)
Cross listed with Psychology)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
with New Media)
with New Media)
Introduction to Logic (P150)
Introductory Symbolic Logic (P250)
2018
Topics in Metaphysics (PHIL P310)
Topics in Metaphysics (PHIL P310)
Fall
Problems in Ethics (PHIL P342)
Problems in Ethics (PHIL P342)
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346, cross
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346, cross listed
listed with New Media)
with New Media)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Modern Philosophy (P211)
2019
Philosophy of Religion (PHIL P371)
Philosophy of Religion (PHIL P371)
Spring Problems in Social & Political
Problems in Social & Political Philosophy
Philosophy (PHIL P343)
(PHIL P343)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
with New Media)
with New Media)
Introduction to Logic (P150)
Introductory Symbolic Logic (P250)
2019
Topics in the Theory of Knowledge
Topics in the Theory of Knowledge (PHIL
Fall
(PHIL P312)
P312)
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346 cross
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346, cross listed
listed with New Media)
with New Media)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
History of Philosophy (P401)
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2020
Phil Mind (PHIL P360)
Spring Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
with New Media)
Introduction to Logic (P150)

Phil Mind (PHIL P360)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
with New Media)
Introductory Symbolic Logic (P250)
History of Philosophy (P401)

2020
Fall

Topics in Metaphysics (PHIL P310)
Problems in Ethics (PHIL P342)
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346, cross listed
with New Media)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393
Ancient Philosophy (P201)
Philosophy of Religion (PHIL P371)
Problems in Social & Political Philosophy
(PHIL P343)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
with New Media)
Introductory Symbolic Logic (P250)

Topics in Metaphysics (PHIL P310)
Problems in Ethics (PHIL P342)
Philosophy & Art (PHIL P346, cross
listed with New Media)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)

2021
Philosophy of Religion (PHIL P371)
Spring Problems in Social & Political
Philosophy (PHIL P343)
Biomedical Ethics (PHIL P393)
Concepts and Images (P383 cross listed
with New Media)
Introduction to Logic (P150)
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APPENDIX A: SURVEY RESULTS
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All Comments from Students
-I might add a minor, but I worry about the job prospects for a philosophy major.
-The market is saturated with philosophy majors.
-I would major in philosophy at IUK, as long as the faculty in charge promised not to
teach "academic" philosophy.
-I am really interested in double minoring in German and Philosophy
-With the one philosophy class that I took the professor was rude and inappropriate so I
do not plan on taking any additional related courses.
-I am minoring in Pre-Law and would love to take Philosophy of Law. I have been
waiting for it to be offered since I started at IUK. I'm hoping I will be able to get it before
I graduate in May 2017.
-My philosophy courses have definitely been some of my favorites at IUK and I
recommend them to those who want to expand their minds and think about things in ways
they may not have before!
-Intro to Philosophy soured me on taking anymore courses like this in the future.
-I wish I would have had the time to have looked into philosophy courses earlier in my
career. I would have loved to have had a chance to make this a larger part of my
education.
-If IUK had offered a Philosophy Major when I began school here, I think I would
probably be almost to my degree in it by now :)
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Interest in specific courses at IUK
For each course, students were asked to rate their interest in the course on a scale of 1 to
10, 1 being ‘not interested at all’ and 10 being ‘very interested.’
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APPENDIX B: LETTERS FROM STUDENTS
From Perspective Student Internal to IUK
As I am planning to attend the C2E program next year after I have completed my
Bachelor’s Degree in Biochemistry and Minor in Philosophy I was hoping to have the
opportunity to work towards a Philosophy major. However, it seems like this option is
not available; hopefully with the interest(s) of candidates in a variety of fields will help. I
would definitely pursue such a degree if was possible at our campus. This would help me
stand out as a candidate when applying for jobs and is one of my passions to educate
people on problems that occur in philosophy. Hopefully this email will help in the forth
coming of a degree in philosophy at IUK.
Derek Fields
derefeil@iuk.edu
From Prospective Student Internal to IUK
Dear Dr. Mugg,
I am currently taking an upper level philosophy class and I am pursuing a minor in
Philosophy. My current major is nursing and I heard that IUK would possibly offer
philosophy as a major as well. I would love to graduate IUK with a double major of
nursing and philosophy.
Best regard,
Khoi
khonguye@iuk.edu
From IUK Senior Students
Professor Mugg,
When you mentioned the philosophy major in class yesterday I didn't say that I was
interested because I'm already too close to graduating to pursue it even if it does happen.
Had it been a year or two earlier I certainly would have. My first ever philosophy class
with Professor Provost freshman year got me interested in it. I was an undecided major at
the time and after taking another philosophy class or two with her I was interested in
majoring in philosophy. Only to discover that it wasn't offered at IUK. Philosophy
courses, more than any other in college, force you to critically think about, well
everything and that way of thinking was something that was new and unique so I
gravitated to it. Sadly, its too late for me, but a philosophy major would be a nice addition
to many people's degrees. Figured that might help contribute to the cause. Unrelated, I've
been waiting for a philosophy of religion course my entire college career and one is
finally offer! ed when I have a full schedule next semester and a scheduling conflict. Sad
day. Should be an interesting course.
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Sincerely,
Connor Reed
cpreed@iuk.edu
To whom it may concern:
It is with great excitement that I write this letter conveying the virtues of having a
Philosophy major at Indiana University Kokomo. Although, at this point in time we do not
have said major, so I will also be presenting the current and past failings not having a
Philosophy major at this campus. The lack of such a major has left a void in the curriculum.
From my personal experience, there have been many students who come to this campus
forced to settle for other majors, because philosophy wasn’t offered. The population of the
student body here at Indiana University Kokomo is growing every semester. Students come
here for the intimate classroom experience at a reasonable price. Subsequently, all of these
positive qualities have created a deficit in academic diversity that students have been
discussing amongst themselves. This letter is my way of helping the powers at be become
more aware of the academic needs of the student population. I must declare, that there is a
need for a philosophy major here.
I can attest that in the past there have been many students who have taken up a minor in
philosophy here, only to be given a taste of something they want more of. We have a
student here that has taken enough philosophy classes to obtain a B.A. in philosophy, if
only we had one. I myself have taken over the recommended amount of philosophy credit
required for a minor. Those who minor in philosophy here at Indiana University Kokomo
make up a tight knit group. This group of individuals make up the heart of those who desire
a major here the most. Let me just say, that this group of individuals is growing every
semester. Unfortunately, there have been students that have left this university to seek out
a philosophy major elsewhere.
Finally, I would just like to restate the importance of why a philosophy major is needed
here at Indiana University Kokomo. There is an aggressive expansion of the student
population, at this campus, that is demanding more academic diversity. When an expansion
like this isn’t taken advantage of, then opportunities are missed out on. For example,
students leaving to go to other campuses to obtain a major. Next, the student capital for a
full philosophy major is here, it’s just a matter of taking advantage of their academic needs.
In summation, I would like to thank you for taking out the time to read this letter. I hope
you will seriously consider this recommendation.
Sincerely,
Levi Stapleton
Senior
President of the Philosophy Club Indiana University Kokomo
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From Perspective Student External to IUK
Hello Dr. Mugg,
My name is Tylor Lovins and I was a philosophy major at Anderson Univeristy
(in Anderson, Indiana).
Question: Would you be able to meet with me, either this weekend (on Friday
evening if you're available - or Sunday during the day) or next Thursday (at any time of
the day) to discuss the philosophy program at IUK with me (and, if you're interested,
some philosophy of language a la Wittgenstein). I'm interested in finishing my degree
and want to explore whether IUK would be a good fit.
I began reading philosophy in high school (beginning with Descartes's
Meditations, followed by Kant's Critique of Pure Reason). In college, I had enough
credits to finish with a philosophy degree (back in 2013), but I decided, out of protest, to
drop out when the philosophy department was cut because there is no accountability of
the administration at AU - when they make poor decisions, the core liberal arts programs
suffer. To give you a background of my philosophical interests, I've studied Wittgenstein
extensively, Alfred Whitehead, Heidegger, Hannah Arendt, Derrida, Nietzsche,
Kierkegaard, Marx, Dan Dennett, Levinas, Jeffrey Stout, Robert Brandom, etc., etc.
My main area of focus has been on the split between what can be understood as
empirical and existential languages, their underlying logics, and how the two are related.
I've also worked on the concept of God, via philosophical theology (Tillich, Bultmann,
Whitehead). I try to make a categorical distinction between scientific logic and religious
logic (among other things), and work to understand the idea of "conceptual schemes" (I
don't think this concept is very useful) and how people with different beliefs interact.
I hope we will be able to meet in the near future and I look forward to hearing
from you.
Cordially,
Tylor S. Lovins
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APPENDIX C: GRAPHS ON PHILOSOPHY MAJORS
GRE Analytic Writing:
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GRE Verbal Reasoning:
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GRE Quantitative Reasoning:
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GMAT Scores
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LSAT Scores
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