
 

Indiana University President-
elect Pam Whitten’s visit last 
week was part of  a whirlwind 
tour of  the regional campuses. 
Given the length and nature 

of  this visit, we could not arrange for 
everyone to meet her, but she promised to 
return. I could tell that those who did get a 
chance to meet her made a very favorable 
impression. Some faculty shared their 
experiences with the KEY, for example, 
and later faculty and staff  from the 
Multicultural Center discussed their work. 
“This is a school that’s deeply committed to 
the tailored experience of  each student,” 
Dr. Whitten said. “It’s impressive.” Yep, 
that’s Kokomojo, all right! Our faculty, 
staff, and students—not just the ones who 
were on this tour, but many, many others—
bring an extraordinary and inspiring 
combination of  dedication, capability, and 
team spirit to our mission. Thank you for 
making IU Kokomo the kind of  place that 
dazzles a president-elect and many others.  

Student Success Corner 

This past year and a half  has been unlike 
anything we’ve experienced at IUK or 
anywhere else. The aftermath of  this 
period will likely be significant through 
summer and into fall as we work to 
encourage students to keep pushing 
forward as best they can. For the last 
Student Success Corner of  the semester, I 
was trying to compose something to help 
us prepare for what may come, but so 
much is uncertain that I hesitate to go out 
on that limb now. I also considered trying 
to pay tribute to everything we’ve done to 
lift one another up over these long, 
challenging months, but that’s not possible. 
Somehow, we have made it this far, which 
means we can keep going. And I believe in 
my heart that we’ll soon see better days, 
with a campus full of  students this fall and 
a return to the togetherness that makes us 
IU Kokomo. Thank you. 
Christina Downey (downeyca@iuk.edu) 

The News in Academic Affairs

Take Five May 3, 2021

Jim Rooney, son of Pittsburgh Steelers executive Dan Rooney and author of 
A Different Way to Win: Dan Rooney’s Story, joined LJ Lee and his students, 
along with Tess Barker, for a Zoom discussion of organizational culture, 
diversity, and inclusion.

• Let’s hear it for the new inductees in Sigma Delta Pi, 
Christina Romero-Ivanova (who was recognized at the 
ceremony), J.R. Pico and Christine Taff (who led the event), 
and Chris Caruvana (who performed at the event).

Kudos for Kokomojo

Upcoming Events
5/4: Canvas Outcomes for General Education Courses (3 p.m., online)
5/5: Keeping IU Healthy: Ask Aaron (noon, online)
5/7: Canvas Outcomes for General Education Courses (3 p.m., online)
5/10: Canvas Outcomes for General Education Courses (10 a.m., 
online)
5/11: Commencement* (11a.m., Pavilion)
*Attendance is limited to graduates and selected official 
representatives.

Last week, several IU Kokomo students were inducted into Sigma Delta Pi, a 
Spanish honor society, in a ceremony organized and run by J.R. Pico and 
Christine Taff.

https://events.iu.edu/kokomo/event/186458-canvas-outcomes-for-general-education-courses
https://events.iu.edu/kokomo/event/165225-keeping-iu-healthy-ask-aaron
https://events.iu.edu/kokomo/event/186588-canvas-outcomes-for-general-education-courses
https://events.iu.edu/kokomo/event/186589-canvas-outcomes-for-general-education-courses
https://events.iu.edu/kokomo/event/177991-commencement-2021
mailto:downeyca@iuk.edu

