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A MESSAGE FROM THE 

CHANCELLOR 
One of the amazing things about Indiana University South Bend is the quality of 
research that is quietly taking place in the unassuming laboratories, offices, and 
classroom across campus. The cover story in this issue of Foundations brings 
an example of that research to the forefront – the search for dark matter in the 
universe, happening in the basement of Northside Hall. 

Not only are professors doing brilliant work here but outstanding students are 
coming to IU South Bend to begin their college careers. For the first time, six 
Herbert Scholars are part of our incoming class. You’ll meet them and read about 
why these sought-after students decided to become Titans. 

Other introductions in this issue include our first women’s soccer coach who has 
a resume that will attract attention and recruits; an alum who shares his story of 
helping others through music and activism; and, three employees who brought 
unique backgrounds and passions to their positions and are leaders on campus. 

Shortly after I was named interim chancellor I lost my husband Edwin to a long 
battle with cancer. You'll read a story about his contributions to the sustainability 
program at IU South Bend. Sustainability was an issue that was dear to him his 
whole life and he had an impact on the program during his short time on campus. 
I also want to thank members of the university and community who gave me 
their condolences and support. 

I have thrown my energy into my duties as interim chancellor and am committed 
to continuing the momentum and achieving the goals of the university. As you 
will read in this issue of Foundations, there are lots of good things happening at 
IU South Bend. 

Sincerely, 

Jann Joseph | Interim Chancellor 

COVER: "This Hubble image shows a peculiar galaxy known as NGC 660, located around 45 million light-years 
away from us. NGC 660 is classified as a "polar ring galaxy," meaning that it has a belt of gas and stars around 
its center that it ripped from a near neighbor during a clash about one billion years ago.The first polar ring galaxy 
was observed in 1978 and only around a dozen more have been discovered since then, making them something 
of a cosmic rarity. Unfortunately, NGC 660’s polar ring cannot be seen in this image, but the image has plenty 
of other features that make it of interest to astronomers–its central bulge is strangely off-kilter and, perhaps 
more intriguingly, it is thought to harbor exceptionally large amounts of dark matter. In addition, in late 2012 
astronomers observed a massive outburst emanating from NGC 660 that was around ten times as bright as a 
supernova explosion. This burst was thought to be caused by a massive jet shooting out of the supermassive 
black hole at the center of the galaxy." 

NASA ID: GSFC_20171208_Archive_e001292, Center: GSFC, Creator: NASA Goddard, Date Created: 12/8/2017 
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Six Herbert 
Scholars Choose 
IU South Bend
 
This  fa l l , IU  South Bend 

welcomed six Adam W. Herbert 

Presidential Scholars to its 

freshman class—students 

who were the best-of-the-best 

of Indiana’s graduating high 

school seniors; students who 

were talented enough to be 

admitted to any college campus 

in the country; student who 

chose IU South Bend after being 

awarded what is considered 

one of the most prestigious 

scholarships for IU students. 

All six IU South Bend 2018 Herbert Scholars 
ranked in the top ten of their high school 
graduating classes, and they represent the 
highest number of Herbert Scholars ever to 
enroll at IU South Bend in a given year. 

The Herbert  Presidential Scholarship, named 
in honor of Indiana University President 
Emeritus Adam W. Herbert, was funded by 
the Lilly Endowment to support its vision to 
attract and retain Indiana’s brightest students 
to Indiana, and is awarded to 70 incoming 
freshman on all eight of IU’s campuses. 

An outstanding student in high school, 
2018 Herbert  Scholar  Mya Piccone 
considered a lot of colleges, including other 
IU campuses, before choosing IU South 
Bend. “When I visited IU South Bend, I could 
imagine myself here,” she explained. “The 
Herbert Scholarship made the decision 
simple.” 

In addition to outstanding academic records, 
the criteria for choosing Herbert Scholars 
includes evidence of strong leadership skills 

through school and community service. The 
intent is that these students will continue 
to excel and seek leadership opportunities 
on their selected IU campus. All six 2018 
Herbert scholars are also enrolled in the 
Honors Program, where they are required to 
complete a community outreach project as 
part of their freshman Honors Seminar, and 
one Honors course a semester. 

Herbert scholars also receive a technology 
stipend to assist them with purchasing a 
computer and a study abroad stipend to 
expand their educational opportunities 
internationally. Rana Hamad, a 2018 
Herbert Scholar and biochemistry/pre-med 
major, hopes to use her stipend to travel to 
Costa Rica or Europe as part of an IU South 
Bend study abroad experience. 

On the pages that follow you'll find a 
snapshot of IU South Bend’s six talented 
2018 Herbert Scholars. 
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 Rana Hamand 

When RANA HAMAD began considering 
colleges, she knew she wanted an IU 
degree. After looking at all the IU regional 
campuses and Bloomington, she decided IU 
South Bend was the best fit.“I felt the most 
comfortable here,” she said. 

Hamad is a biochemistry major, and she 
plans to go on to medical school after she 
earns her undergraduate degree at IU South 
Bend. One of her future goals is to help 
people in other countries who do not have 
access to good healthcare. 

In addition to studying dance for nine years 
and graduating in the top five percent in her 
class at Whiting High School, Hamad was an 
alto in the choir and the editor of the school 
yearbook and newspaper. She was also the 
president of the National Honor’s Society 
and a member of the Human Activist Club 
and the Spanish Club. 

When Hamad learned she was named a 
2018 Herbert Scholar, she cried tears of 
joy. She’s thrilled to be living on campus. “I 
love how close I am with my roommates,” 
she said. She also enjoys more freedom 
in college to choose her courses. “For the 
first time, I’m excited to go home and do 
my homework,” she said. 

She’s interested in volunteering at the 
Ronald McDonald House or St. Margaret’s 
House to fulfill her community service 
requirement in her Honor’s Seminar. She’s 
also looking into joining a sorority and is 
considering volunteering for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters. “I want to help people,” she 
explained. 

Hamad is the youngest of four children, 
and she has one sister who also attends 
IU South Bend. She and her siblings are 
the first generation in her family to attend 
college. Her father, who was born in Israel, 
immigrated to the United States and owns 
a grocery store in Chicago’s Hyde Park. 

“I’m very excited to spend my next four 
years here,” she said. “It already feels like 
home.” 
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Mya Piccione 

During her sophomore year in high school, 
MYA PICCIONE’S piano teacher, who was 
also the high school choir and theatre 
director, recruited her to play for the choir. 
Eventually, it led Piccione to eventually 
join the choir and perform in the theatre at 
Indian Creek High School, south of 
Indianapolis.“I was really shy,” she explained. 
“But as soon I got on stage, it clicked.” 

Piccione’s favorite role in high school was 
playing the character Gertrude McFuzz 
in the musical Seussical, based on the 
children’s stories of Dr. Seuss. “I grew the 
most in that role,” she explained. “It's more 
like an opera where the dialogue is all sung.” 
In addition, she played doubles on her high 
school tennis team in Morgantown, Ind. 

The 2018 Herbert scholar so loved her 
theatre experience in high school that she’s 
decided to be a theatre performance major 
at IU South Bend. “I really love getting on 

stage, and expressing a totally different 
person,” she commented. “I hope to be a 
director someday. I love watching things 
come together in theatre.” 

Piccione has found IU South Bend and 
especially the theatre department very 
welcoming. “As soon as I committed to IU 
South Bend, theatre majors reached out 
to welcome me,” she explained. “That’s the 
beauty of a smaller program.” 

Like other Herbert Presidential Scholars, 
the scholarship validated her hard work in 
high school and offered new opportunities 
for her in college. “I could really imagine 
myself at IU South Bend,” she said. “The 
scholarship gives me the freedom to focus 
on the experiences I want to have here.” 

After his first visit to IU South Bend as a 
baseball prospect, KYLE GELLER knew he 

wanted to be a Titan. “I really liked that IU 
South Bend was a smaller school and it had 
a nice campus,” he said.“I was thinking about 
commuting if I didn’t get a scholarship.” 

Like all Herbert Scholars, Geller was in the 
top of his graduating class at North Newton 
High School in Morocco, Ind. He also played 
baseball and football, and the trombone in 
his high school band. 

Last March when Geller learned he had 
been awarded a Herbert Scholarship, he 
was thrilled. “It made it possible for me to 
pursue my biology degree at IU South Bend 
and play on the baseball team,” he explained. 
“Without the scholarship support, I would 
not be able to afford to live on campus.” 

In high school, Geller was a catcher. He’s 
transitioned to an outfielder on the Titans 
baseball team. He lives in campus housing 
with another IU South Bend baseball player 
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 Kyle Geller 

also recruited from North Newton High 
School. “I’ve really enjoyed getting to know 
other students and making new friends in 
the dorm and on the baseball team.” 

Small classes and attentive professors 
made Geller feel comfortable in his classes 
at IU South Bend quickly, he said. “I’m 
already on a first-name basis with most of 
my professors,” he said. After he earns his 
undergraduate degree, Geller plans to go 
on to medical school and become a surgeon. 

Geller acknowledged that college is a big 
change from high school, but he’s up for 
the challenge. “I have to study more now, 
but I learned to be very disciplined in high 
school, balancing academics and baseball 
and football practices and games.” 

The youngest of two children, Geller is 
excited that he will be able to play baseball 
while he pursues his biology degree at IU 
South Bend. “The Herbert Presidential 
Scholarship made it all possible.” 

KELLY ALLEN got her first taste of research 
at IU South Bend while she was at Elkhart 
Central High School. During the summer 
of her junior year, she worked with Physics 
Professor Ilan Levine as a summer research 
assistant through a summer high school 
program coordinated through the University 
of Notre Dame. 

“The research was fun,” Allen said. “And it 
is definitely something I could see myself 
doing in the future.” She hopes to someday 
earn a Ph.D. in experimental physics and 
pursue a career in physics research. 

She enjoyed working in the lab with IU 
South Bend undergraduate students and 
liked what they said about their student 
experiences. “They shared a lot of good 
things about IU South Bend,” Allen said. 

In addition to her a summer research 
experience in high school, Allen was a 
first and second soprano in the choir and 
participated in theatre. “I pursued vocal 
training from the 6th grade though senior 
year.” She was also a member of the National 
Honor Society. 
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Kelly Allen 

As a freshman at IU South Bend, Allen has 
joined the Civics Club, and she’s thinking 
about joining the Dungeons and Dragons 
Club. To satisfy the community service 
requirement in her freshman Honors 
Seminar, Allen and her roommate are 
considering volunteering at the LGBTQ 
Center in South Bend. 

One of the things she likes the most about 
IU South Bend is the friendships she’s 
developed with her roommates and other 
students in campus housing. “I have three 
roommates, and we’ve ended up being very 
close and doing a lot of things together.” 

The youngest of five and the last in her family 
to go to college, Allen was honored she had 
been awarded the Herbert Scholarship.“I was 
proud to get the scholarship,” she said. “It’s 
helped a lot. It’s made it possible for me to 
live on campus.” 

Before HAYLIE WILLIAMSON learned she 
was named a 2018 Adam W. Herbert Scholar, 
she decided to commit to IU South Bend’s 
softball team.“I loved the small campus, and 
I was ready to live away from home,”she said. 
“Meeting Coach Lightfoot sealed the deal.” 

Nevertheless, when Williamson learned she 
was awarded the Herbert Scholarship, it took 
a lot of weight off her shoulders. “It allowed 
me to focus on the big picture, and make 
the most of my time in college.” She is majoring 
in health science with a concentration in 
speech language pathology. 

Williamson was very strong academically, 
graduating in the top ten percent of her class 
at Blackford High School in Columbia City 
where she also played softball and volleyball. 

One of her favorite and meaningful extra
curricular activities in high school was 
serving as president for Best Buddies, a club 
that matches disabled students with student 

peer mentors. “It was a way to serve and 
connect with other students I may not have 
gotten to know otherwise,” she explained. 

To fulfill the community service requirement 
in her freshman Honors Seminar,Williamson 
plans to volunteer at Camp Mariposa, a camp 
serving children who have been impacted 
by substance abuse in their families. 

Although the softball season does not begin 
until March, Williamson and her teammates 
are practicing and playing fall games. “We 
are lucky to have a really nice field,” she said. 
“A generous donor provided the funds to 
renovate it. It’s in really great shape.” 

For Williamson, the small class sizes, the 
beautiful campus, the chance to play softball, 
and to live in campus housing made IU 
South Bend the ideal college for her. “The 
Herbert Scholarship makes it possible for me 
to fully participate in my college experience 
at IU South Bend,” Williamson said. 
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Haylie Williamson 

Aiden Miller 

AIDEN MILLER fell in love with IU South 
Bend during a high school visit to the 
campus. “The campus was beautiful, and 
not too big,” he explained. “I liked the small 
class sizes too.” 

At Plymouth High School, Miller was 
an activist for LGBTQ students. As the 
co-director of the Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance, he educated and advocated for 
students who, like himself, changed their 
gender identity. “I pushed the boundaries 
at my high school to be allowed to use the 
correct bathroom, hoping to make life easier 
for transgender students who followed me,” 
he said. “And I wrote articles about how to 
go about changing your gender identity.” 

It’s been a difficult struggle, but an important 
one for Miller.“As a transgender man, I was 
often labeled as a woman,” he explained.“It 
was a struggle in high school and in my job 
to be recognized as a man.”That’s one of the 
things he really appreciates about IU South 
Bend. “I just exist here as a guy,” he said. 

The son of an artist and a nurse, Miller is 
pursuing a nursing degree with a minor 
in art. He commutes to campus from 
Walkerton, Ind., where his dad has an art 
studio. Miller’s found his art class the most 
challenging so far. “I’m used to creating 
art that just looks good to me,” Miller said. 
“I’m learning challenging new things about 
composition, continuity, and the visual 
aspects of art.” 

The Herbert Scholarship enables Miller to 
save funds available through his father’s 
Purple Heart benefits for his graduate 
education. “The Herbert Scholarship gives 
me more options down the road after I earn 
my undergraduate degree,” Miller said. “I 
really appreciated the technology stipend 
to purchase a laptop, too,” he added. 

In addition to enjoying challenging classes, 
Miller has felt very accepted at IU South 
Bend. “IU South Bend has felt very open,” 
he said. “It feels like a fresh start.” 
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Pulitzer Prize 
Winner 
Poet Laureate 
Rita Dove 

The campus and community got the 
opportunity to hear Pulitzer Prize winner and 
former Poet Laureate Rita Dove during her 
visit as the 2018 Bender Scholar-in-Residence. 
Dove spent two days at IU South Bend 
with public appearances at the Civil Rights 
Heritage Center and the Louise E. Addicott 
and Yatish J.Joshi Performance Hall. Students, 
faculty, staff, and community residents got 
to mingle with one of the most important 
literary voices of our time as she took time to 
meet people, answer questions, and discuss 
her life’s work. 

Dove was the youngest winner of the 
Pultizer Prize for her poem “Thomas and 
Beulah” in 1987 and in 1993 she became the 
first African American woman to hold the 
title of United States Poet Laureate. 

Dove started her lecture by saying “Our 
vocation as poets is to bathe ourselves 
in the world.” She read and discussed her 
latest original work Sonata Mulattica which 
consists of 84 poems. It tells the story 
of a mixed-race musician named George 
Bridgetown who was a colleague of Ludwig 
von Beethoven. 

Dove also reflected on her life growing up in 
Ohio. Dove said she was painfully shy which 
helped her become a diligent observer which 
has served her well, “I watched, listened, and 
learned.” A voracious reader, she fell in love 
with words at an early age. “Poetry unfolds at 
the heart of language,” she said. 

During a question and answer session she 
was asked how she sees herself as a poet in a 
world of politics. She said art plays a vital role 
in life and artists need to “get out there and 
bear witness.” She added, “As a culture we 
have forgotten how to listen. We know how to 
talk but we don’t listen. I think what art does is 
make us listen. We stop for a moment.” 

Dove was recently named the new editor 
for the poetry section in New York Times 
Magazine and is professor of English at the 
University of Virginia. 

The Bender-Scholar-in-Residence program 
features a prominent figure from the arts and 
sciences each year. It was established in the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences by the 
family of Eileen and Harvey Bender who were 
beloved married professors at IU South Bend 
and the University of Notre Dame. 

“As a culture 
we have 
forgotten 
how to listen.
 
We know 
how to talk 
but we 
don’t listen.” 
- Rita Dove 



fall-winter-2018-foundations.indd   11 12/3/18   4:53 PM

 

Rita Dove 

foundations.iusb.edu | foundations | 11
 

http:foundations.iusb.edu


fall-winter-2018-foundations.indd   12 12/3/18   4:53 PM

Rhiannon Carlson 



fall-winter-2018-foundations.indd   13 12/3/18   4:54 PM

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

  
  

  
  

 
  

 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 

A Veteran 
Helping Veterans 

IU South Bend Veteran Counselor and 
Program Coordinator Rhiannon Carlson 
understands and cares about the challenges 
veteran students face when they return to 
college. The Elkhart Memorial High School 
graduate served as a U.S. Army Sergeant in 
the 82nd Airborne during the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq. Carlson is dedicated to smoothing 
student veterans’ transition to college and 
helping them overcome the obstacles that 
prevent them from earning a college degree. 

Carlson pointed out that studies show that 
since World War II, national service puts 
those who served at a disadvantage for 
lifetime earnings. “Education can turn that 
around,” she said. 

Several years after serving in the military, 
Carlson enrolled at Purdue University to 
earn an undergraduate degree in political 
science with an interest in international 
relations. “I planned to be there for two 
years to finish my undergraduate degree, 
and I stayed for eight years,” said Carlson 
with a smile. 

Even as an undergraduate, Carlson was 
an advocate for student veterans. While 
at Purdue, she co-founded the Student 
Veteran Association.“As a former sergeant, 
I was trained to take on leadership roles,” 
Carlson explained. “I continued that at 
Purdue through advocacy and promoting 
policy change.” 

After attending Carlson’s lunch and learn 
presentation at the Purdue Military Family 
Research Institute, the director of the 
institute recruited Carlson to work as a 
research assistant. Carlson and colleagues 
Martina Sternberg and Jo Vaughn contacted 
every Indiana college and university and 
asked 11 questions veterans applying for 
admission would ask. The team coded the 

answers and the processes they went through 
to obtain the answers. 

They also sent a questionnaire with the same 
questions to the highest official on each 
campus to complete. “The disparity between 
the highest officials’ responses and our 
experience when we called the institutions 
was startling,” said Carlson 

A written report that documented the 
disparities, led to a $5.8 million Lilly Foundation 
grant to launch Operation Diploma. The 
initiative had three goals – to advocate 
for student veterans by raising awareness 
among higher education administrators and 
public officials; to promote student veteran 
organizations; and to conduct a three-wave 
longitudinal study that tracked 200 student 
veterans and 200 non-student veterans 
over three semesters. The information 
gathered from the research was helpful in 
understanding the unique obstacles and 
challenges student veterans face when they 
return to college. 

Carlson noted that at a time when a critical 
mass of veterans are returning to college, the 
support colleges and universities are offering 
veterans often is not helping them succeed. 
“Only 30 percent of veterans who return to 
college graduate,” said Carlson. 

With an eye on ensuring student veteran 
success, IU South Bend hired Carlson in 2016 
to lead the Office of Veteran Student Services 
and help veterans overcome the cultural and 
institutional barriers they may encounter. 
Carlson is also an advocate for LGBTQ rights 
and has spoken to Indiana legislators and at 
other college campuses about the issue. 

In addition to counseling and mentoring IU 
South Bend student veterans, Carlson is 
building connections in the community with 

veteran support organizations. “We connect 
student veterans with these organizations 
when they need housing, day care, counseling, 
or other services that make it possible for 
them to manage their family responsibilities 
while they pursue their college degrees.” 
Along with the Office of Alumni Relations 
and the Student Alumni Association, Carlson 
established the IU South Bend Veteran Family 
Relief Scholarship to help students who 
encounter an unexpected financial challenge. 
“This is a very real need,” Carlson said. 
“Emergency funds to help student veterans 
and their families overcome short-term 
financial challenges is key to helping them 
succeed in attaining their degrees.” 

Carlson appreciates being able to bring theory 
and practice together in her role as the IU 
South Bend veteran program coordinator and 
counselor. “In the military, they are trained 
to be stoic and self-actuated individuals in 
a highly authoritative and socialized world,” 
Carlson said. “When they return to college, 
they are highly capable, but they do not 
have the same support and they are too 
stoic to ask for it. We offer them the support 
and resources, so they can adapt and be 
successful in college.” 

After 17 years away, Carlson returned to the 
community to advocate for IU South Bend 
student veterans and help them achieve their 
dream of earning a college degree. “I feel 
passionate about this work,” Carlson said. 
“I believe education is a way to change your 
life and grow.”  For more information about 
the Office of Veteran Student Services at IU 
South Bend email veterans@iusb.edu or call 
574-520-4115. 
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The Theory
 
of Everything
 

The next great discovery in the world of 
physics just might happen in the basement 
of Northside Hall. Ilan Levine has been a 
professor of physics at IU South Bend since 
2004. He is leading a group of students on 
a project to learn more about dark matter 
which makes up 85 percent of the mass of 
the universe but cannot be seen.The reason 
we know so little about dark matter is due 
to the fact that it reacts with atoms very 
weakly which makes it difficult to study. 

IU South Bend’s research is part of the PICO 
Project which consists of 19 universities in 
the United States, Canada, Spain, Czech 
Republic, Mexico, and India, all using 
different methods to discover more about 
dark matter. The project also includes 
national laboratories that are building 
large bubble chambers to increase the 
likelihood of finding dark matter. Levine 
recently received a $770,500 grant from 
the National Science Foundation to fund the 
PICO Project. This grant is split between IU 
South Bend, Penn State, and Northeastern 
Illinois University. 

Levine’s team consists of engineer Ed 
Behnke and students Alexandria Weesner, 
Trace Karnitz, Paige Oedekerk and Nathan 
Walkowski. Weesner, a junior at IU South 
Bend, recently spent her summer at 
Louisiana State University where she 
worked in a lab that detects gravitational 
waves. They are looking to find dark matter 
through a method that involves putting 
normal atoms in a superheated liquid.They 

then use a device that monitors the atoms to 
see if any of them come in contact with a dark 
matter particle. The team can then measure 
those reactions should they occur. 

Levine has also been developing acoustic 
transducers, which measure the sound of the 
transition between the liquid and gas states 
of atoms. “In 2008, we discovered the sound 
that comes from a bubble that is made from 
dark matter is quite different from the sound 
that comes from background radioactivity,” 
said Levine. According to Levine, acoustic 
transducers are essential to discovering dark 
matter. 

Levine and his collaborators have received a 
series of NSF grants over the years supporting 
their search for dark matter. Since 2004, 47 
IU South Bend undergraduates, 6 area high 
school science teachers, and 8 area high 
school students have worked on the project. 

Levine believes the discovery of dark matter 
will put us much closer to what scientists call 
the “Theory of Everything.” If dark matter is 
discovered, the first thing scientists will do is 
study its properties. When asked about what 
the discovery of dark matter would mean for 
the science community Levine said, “All of 
those properties will inform us on how we 
have to change our laws of particle physics.” 
The lab in the basement of Northside Hall will 
be a part of it. 

Written by Carter DeJong, staff writer for 
The Preface 
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From left: Nathan Walkowski (physics major), Ilan Levine (PI and Water Boy),
 
Edward Behnke (Engineer), Kelly Allen (physics major).
 
Not pictured: Alexandria Weesner (physics major) foundations.iusb.edu | foundations | 15
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A Webmaster 
and a Trailblazer 
IU South Bend’s Manager of 

Web Services Dorlita Blakely’s 

fascination with computers 

began four years after high 

school when she was introduced 

to her friend’s sister’s computer. 

“I’d never had any real computer 

experience,” explained Blakely.“I 

saw what it could do and I was 

fascinated.” 

Blakely saved money to purchase her own 
computer and taught herself how to use it. 
“I wanted to know how the web worked,” she 
said. It wasn’t long before she created her first 
website - a portal that was a guide to shopping 
online. She was able to get affiliate accounts 
with Walmart and Target, and she also earned 
commissions from the Google ads she created. 
“I decided if I was able to do all that on my own, 
imagine what I could do if I went to school.” 

Minority women are rare in the field of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  w e b  
development. According to a recent study 
by the national Center for Women and 
Information Technology, in 2017, 26 percent 
of the computing workforce were women, 
less than 10 percent were women of color, 
and 3 percent were African American women. 
Blakely is a trailblazer. 

With the help of a friend, the mother of three 
children enrolled at IU Northwest to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in computer information 
systems. In addition, she began working part-
time on campus as a web technician. Her 
ability to quickly learn the complexities of 
w e b  d e ve l o p m e n t  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
technology was noticed and she was selected 
for the Gerald L. Bepko Internship Program. 
That year she created IU Northwest’s first 
virtual reality interactive campus map. 

Clearly a gifted student in the field, a year 
before she graduated she was hired as the 
IT Operations Manager for the City of Gary, 
managing a three-person office. “I really 
enjoyed my work with the City of Gary,”Blakely 
said. During her tenure, she developed an 
intranet for city employees and worked with 
AT&T to switch the city’s phone systems to a 

Voice Over Internet System (VOIP). Some of 
her favorite responsibilities included fixing the 
computers in police squad cars and installing 
internet at the airport. “I got to work in the air 
traffic control tower,” she said. 

Blakely enjoyed her work with the City of Gary, 
but her heart was with Indiana University. 
When the manager of web services position 
became available at IU South Bend she 
jumped at it. She was hired and is now 
a member of the University Information 
Technology Services group at IU South Bend. 
“I am very happy to be back at IU,” she said. 

Since arriving on campus in 2016, Blakely has 
completed the migration of IU South Bend’s 
website to a responsive design framework, 
centralized the maintenance of the website, 
and is responsible for all aspects of web 
services. 

Blakely breaks the stereotype of a computer 
geek. She enjoys fashion design and does 
some modeling. She is also an entrepreneur, 
having opened a Christian clothing, jewelry, 
and book store—PHIA Collections & Maxi 
Fashions in South Bend with her husband. 
“I started sewing some of my own maxi 
fashions and wearing them to church,” she 
explained. “Then people started asking me to 
make skirts for them.” 

A licensed minister, Blakely founded the non
profit organization Hidden in God, Inc. She 
writes devotionals and designed a podcast 
for the app she created for the organization. 
As Blakely reflects on her career advancement 
in a high-tech field, she’s humble about her 
journey. “I love my job,” she said. “I get to do 
what I love every day.” 
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For All: 
The Indiana University 
Bicentennial Campaign 

The Indiana University Bicentennial 
Campaign launched in January of 2012 
and is scheduled to conclude at the end of 
June, 2020. As you read this article, Indiana 
University South Bend will have been in 
campaign for 6 years and it is a perfect time 
to report our progress to date. 

First, let's look at the numbers. Campaigns 
are traditionally about setting a goal and 
then striving toward that goal.The goal for IU 
South Bend is $35 million dollars. I am most 
pleased to share with you that through 6,560 
gifts from 4,995 donors, we have raised 
more than $26 million. These gifts have 
come from students, staff, faculty, retired 
faculty, alumni and friends. We have also 
been blessed with financial support from 
foundations and corporations primarily in 
Northern Indiana. Below is a recap of where 
some of these gifts originate: 

• Staff: $92,923 

• Faculty: $497,019 

• Retired Faculty: $818,418 

• Alumni: $2,288,357 

• Foundations/Corporations: $19,733,831 

These generous gifts are critical to the 
success of IU South Bend. The university 
has three sources of revenue. We receive 
income from budgetary allocations from 
the State of Indiana and to a lesser extent, 
the Federal government. In 2017, IU 
South Bend received $23 million from the 
State of Indiana. 

We also receive income through students' 
tuition and fees.There is a careful balancing 
act that perpetually weighs the importance 
of low tuition against the real expense of 

maintaining our beautiful campus, funding our 
impressive faculty, and offering an excellent 
Indiana University education. 

Tuition at IU South Bend is approximately 
$7,000 per year. By comparison, tuition at 
other Northern Indiana universities and 
colleges runs from Notre Dame’s tuition 
of $53,000, to Goshen College’s tuition of 
$34,500, and Bethel College’s tuition of 
$28,000 per year. 

The third source of  revenue is  from 
philanthropy. Philanthropy is the fuel that 
drives IU South Bend towards excellence. 
One of the most important successes of 
the campaign is additional scholarships in 
many areas. 

On e  d o n o r  sta r te d  t h e  Op p o r t u n i ty  
Scholarship which benefits minority student 
with financial need. Since the scholarship 
was establ ished, 310 students  have 
benefited from this gift. Another example is 
the Bloss Scholarship, which supports three 
academic merit students to attend all four 
years at no charge. So far 16 scholars have 
received awards. 

There are also scholarships that focus on 
specific colleges and schools. Both the Vera 
Z. Dwyer College of Health Sciences and the 
Judd Leighton School of Business and 
Economics have dozens of students that are 
benefiting from endowed student support. 
Even the IU South Bend Alumni Association 
has made scholarships a priority; working 
with donors large and small to provide added 
financial support to our students annually. 

Our beautiful campus has also benefited 
from the generosity of friends and alumni. 
The Louise E. Addicott and Yatish J. Joshi 
Performance Hall is a jewel at the center of 

the Ernestine M. Raclin School of the Arts. 
Newly renovated, the Vera Z. Dwyer Hall 
provides state of the art laboratory space 
for our clinical laboratory sciences and is 
the home of the IU South Bend Health and 
Wellness Center and our partner in community 
health care, HealthLinc. 

We  will see additional improvements to 
campus made possible by friends and alumni. 
Both the Schurz Creative Lab and the Torres 
e-Commerce Data Analytics Lab will come 
on line early next year. Perhaps our boldest 
new initiative will launch at the Elkhart 
Center. Partnering with the Community 
Foundation of Elkhart County, the Elkhart 
Center will be the new home of three proposed 
graduate level programs. First will be a 
masters level programs in Speech Language 
Pathology and two new programs at the 
doctoral level are planned in Occupational 
Therapy and Physical Therapy. 

No campus story would be complete without 
mentioning sports. Many donors have quietly 
contributed to the 13 sports teams that IU 
South Bend is fortunate to field. The latest 
addition to our sporting explosion is Pfeil 
Field at the Veterans Memorial Park—which 
is home to our softball team, and was made 
possible by one generous donor with a vision 
for innovation. 

I am humbled by the unselfish generosity of 
our donors. Every gift, large and small, helps 
us complete the mission of IU South Bend. 
We are grateful to serve Northern Indiana and 
to be an important part of Indiana University. 

Written by Stephen Sturman, vice chancellor 
for University Advancement 



FOR ALL 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
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The Man Who 

Transformed 

Titan Athletics
 
When Steve Bruce was named executive 
director of athletics and activities in 2014, IU 
South Bend had three varsity sports. Today, 
under his leadership, there are 13 sports: men 
and women’s basketball, women’s volleyball, 
men and women’s cross country, men and 
women’s golf, men and women’s tennis, 
women’s softball, men’s baseball, competitive 
cheer, and women’s soccer starting next fall. 

If you go back even further, when Bruce 
was named the head coach of women’s 
basketball in 2006, the Titans had only two 
varsity sports: men and women’s basketball. 
Women’s volleyball was added in 2010. 

A change in National  Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) policy, led 
to the expansion of IU South Bend’s athletic 
program.“The wheels began to turn in 2013,” 
he said. “In order to compete in post-season 
play, it was mandated that you must have six 
sports by 2015.” 

Former IU South Bend Chancellor Terry 
Allison had noted Bruce’s experience, 
leadership,and skills in building an exceptional 
women’s basketball team and asked him to 
be the executive director of athletics and 
activities. Bruce took the job and remains the 
women’s basketball coach, something that 
runs in his family. 

“My father, a former basketball coach at 
Chagrin Falls High School, (Ohio) taught 
me that my role as a coach is to try make a 
positive difference in the lives of the student 
athletes I coach.” In his role as athletic 

director, Bruce seeks to hire coaches who 
aspire to the same philosophy of coaching; 
and in turn, his coaches recruit student 
athletes who fit that model. “My goal is to 
have our student athletes be the shining stars 
of the campus,” Bruce said. “I want them to 
standout in the classroom, on the field, and 
in the community.” 

Over the last five years, Bruce has been 
instrumental in building an athletic program 
and hiring staff who develop scholar athletes. 
In the 2017 18 academic year, Titan student 
athletes were standouts in the classroom with 
a 3.08 overall grade point average. Under the 
leadership of first year baseball coach Doug 
Buysse, the Titan baseball team received the 
Champions of Character Team Award as voted 
on by fellow Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference coaches. 

The expansion of IU South Bend’s athletic 
program continues with the addition of 
women’s soccer in fall 2019. “When we add 
a sport,” Bruce explained. “We think about 
the right balance between men and women’s 
sports, what sports will thrive, and the 
facilities available to support the sport.” 

One of the challenges in his job is finding 
facilities for the new IU South Bend athletic 
teams. Working with the community, he’s 
been able to find creative solutions. Recently, 
with the generous support of business, and 
civic leader Dick Pfiel, IU South Bend was 
able to work out an agreement with the City 
of South Bend Department of Venues, Parks, 
and Arts to renovate Veterans Memorial Park 

to be the home field for women’s softball. 
The ball field has received rave reviews from 
players, coaches, and fans. 

The men’s and women’s tennis teams play at 
Leeper Park in good weather, and in the winter 
months at the South Bend Racquet Club.The 
South Bend Country Club hosts men’s and 
women’s golf, and Newton Park is home field 
for the men’s baseball team and the newly 
added women’s soccer team. 

Last year’s student athlete orientation was 
one the proudest moments in Bruce’s career. 
“125 student athletes filled the bleachers in 
the Student Activities Center,” he said.“In the 
early days, they filled just one row.” 

As Bruce reflected on his accomplishments, 
he was grateful for the opportunity to interact 
with so many talented people on the campus 
and in the community. “I never envisioned 
myself as an athletic director,” Bruce said. “I 
just try to be the best teammate I can be for 
IU South Bend.” 

But what matters most to Bruce is the 
experience of the student athletes. “I want 
their time spent at IU South Bend to be rich 
and rewarding, led by coaches who care first 
and foremost for who they are as people, with 
the forum of athletics being a tool to touch 
lives in a positive and lifting manner.” 

Go Titans! 
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Women’s 
Soccer Team 
to Play 
Next Fall 
Indiana University South Bend will begin 
competing in women’s soccer in the 
Chicagoland Conference of the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics next 
fall. The addition of women’s soccer brings 
the number of varsity sports at IU South 
Bend to 13. 

IU South Bend Executive Director of 
Athletics and Activities Steve Bruce 
has hired Bob Barnes as the head coach 
of the team. Barnes comes to IU South 
Bend after a long and successful career as 
the head coach of women’s soccer at Ohio 
Wesleyan University. Barnes guided Ohio 
Wesleyan to NCAA Division III championships 
in 2001 and 2002, and his teams set an 
NCAA Division III record with a 60-game 
winning streak.“Coach Barnes is the perfect 
person to build the IU South Bend women’s 
soccer program,” said Bruce. “We are 
fortunate to have someone of his stature 
and experience as our first head coach.” 

In Barnes' 19 seasons as Ohio Wesleyan's 
head coach, the Battling Bishops won 

five North Coast Athletic Conference 
championships, won the NCAC tournament 
six times, and made eight NCAA Division III 
tournament appearances. In addition to the 
2001 and 2002 national championships, 
the Bishops advanced to the national 
quarterfinals in 2000 and to the third 
round in 2004. Barnes compiled a record of 
221-118-30 (.640). 

Barnes is eager to recruit players for the 
Titans. “There is so much talent between 
Indianapolis and Chicago who can now play 
collegiately at IU South Bend,” he said. His 
reputation and relationships with current 
coaches in Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio will 
help him recruit his first class. “There is an 
advantage to starting a program,” he said. “I 
can tell players they will be part of something 
special.” 

A s  a  c o a c h  h e  p r o m i s e s  a n  
attacking style of play. More importantly 
he will create a positive culture where his 
players will be held to a high standard on the 
field and in the classroom. 

Bob Barnes 

Barnes had a connection to IU South Bend 
which helped bring him here. He knew 
Steve Bruce, who played football and 
graduated from Ohio Wesleyan, and he was 
the roommate of Scott Cooper, the current 
men’s head basketball coach at IU South 
Bend, when Cooper was an assistant coach 
at Ohio Wesleyan.“Steve and Scott said great 
things about IU South Bend,” he said. “I’m 
glad to be with them.” 

The IU South Bend women’s soccer team will 
play at Newton Park in Lakeville. The roster 
will consist of 22-25 players. “I’m honored 
to be chosen as the first women’s soccer 
coach at IU South Bend,” said Barnes. “This 
is a wonderful opportunity for me and the 
players.” 

Anyone interested in trying out for the 
team can email Coach Barnes directly at 
bobarnes@iu.edu. 

mailto:bobarnes@iu.edu


Bob Barnes
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MEN'S (M) + WOMEN'S (W) 

BASKETBALL 
Jan. 9 | University of St. Francis (Ill.) 
(M) 7:30 PM  //  (W) 5:30 PM 

Jan. 16 | Olivet Nazarene University 
(M) 7:30 PM  //  (W) 5:30 PM 

Jan. 19 | Saint Ambrose University 
(M) 3:00 PM //  (W) 1:00 PM 

Jan. 26 | Robert Morris University Illinois 
(M) 3:00 PM //  (W) 1:00 PM 

Jan. 30 | Trinity International University 
(M) 7:30 PM  //  (W) 5:30 PM 

Feb. 9 | Saint Xavier University 
(M) 3:00 PM //  (W) 1:00 PM 

Feb. 13* | Governors State University 
(M) 7:30 PM  //  (W) 5:30 PM 

The schedule above includes home games only, played on the Titans court at the Student Activities Center at 
IU South Bend. For a full schedule of men's and women's home and away games, please visit iusbtitans.com. 
* Alumni, Family, and Friends are invited back for Senior Night. 
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A Legacy of 
Sustainability 
The Sustainability Studies 

program at IU South Bend 

attracts students, faculty 

members, and others who 

want to help save the world. 

One of  those people was 

Professor of Sustainability 

Studies Edwin Joseph, who 

passed away from cancer 

this summer at the age of 

60. Joseph came to IU South 

Bend in 2014 with his wife Jann 

who is now serving as interim 

chancellor. In his short time on 

campus he made an impact 

on the Sustainability Studies 

program, his students, and 

colleagues. 

“Edwin was that special and all too rare 
combination of scholarly expertise with a 
hands-on, can-do, get-it-done attitude,” said 
Mike Keen, emeritus professor and founder 
of the Center for a Sustainable Future at IU 
South Bend. Keen spoke of the classes and 
projects that Joseph brought to the program 
including building his own stereoscopic 
drones to measure hydrology and working 
with students to create a 3-D topological 
map of Bowman Creek.“He was a geographer, 
agronomist, and urban farmer, said Keen. 
“Sustainable, of course.” 

Joseph grew up in Trinidad and moved to 
the United States in 1992. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in rural sociology, a master’s 
degree in continuing and adult education, 
and a Ph.D. in development studies at the 
University of Wisconsin—Madison. He wanted 
to help struggling farmers gain access to 
and use technology to improve productivity. 
Joseph was teaching now common urban 
sustainable planting techniques back in the 
early 1980s. “As a professor, Edwin focused 
on learning,” said Keen. “He collaborated with 
his students to help them identify the spark 
that linked them to sustainability, and then he 
set them loose.” 

Among the courses he taught was Sustainable 
Urban Agriculture where students tested soil 
for growing food in buckets so low income 
and space limited people could produce food 
on patios and porches. He also challenged 
students to redesign the IU South Bend 
campus garden that led to plans to develop 
10 city lots west of the Schurz Library as 
a sustainability learning space. “He was 
consistently organizing coursework with a 
community engagement focus,” said Krista 
Bailey, the current director of the Center for a 
Sustainable Future “He modeled what it means 
to live your beliefs.” 

“He liked to be called Edwin,” said student 
Tony Bush. “He has been an inspiration 
to me. He immersed you in the course 
materials as if you were in the field working 
on a project.” 

Keen added that Joseph encouraged 
students to create rain gardens, assemble 
water barrels, and experiment with urban 
farming on campus and in the community. 
“He was always experimenting with 
everything.” 

Joseph’s contributions to the sustainability 
program at IU South Bend joined others 
that have propelled the program forward 
over the past 11 years. Students formed a 
Sustainability Club, there are plans for a 
Sustainability Showcase located on campus, 
there are sustainability-focused study 
abroad trips to Iceland and Costa Rica, there 
is a Sustainability and Innovation Speakers 
Series each spring, the Sustainability 
Committee continues to bring initiatives to 
campus, and the advisory board is strong. 

Thanks to the work of Keen, Bailey, Joseph 
and others, IU South Bend has built a 
reputation that is attracting students to 
study here. The Center for a Sustainable 
Future is fulfilling its mission of helping 
the region meet the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs. 

Memorial contributions can be made to 
the Edwin Joseph Sustainabilities Studies 
Scholarship, Indiana University South Bend, 
Office of Development, 1700 Mishawaka 
Avenue, South Bend, IN 46634. 
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“He collaborated 
with his students 

to help them 
identify the spark 

that linked them 
to sustainability 
and then he set 

them loose.” 

Dr. Edwin Joseph foundations.iusb.edu | foundations | 25 

http:foundations.iusb.edu


fall-winter-2018-foundations.indd   26 12/3/18   4:54 PM

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  
   

 
 
 

   

 

 
   

  

 

  
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

  Turning Tragedy 
Into Action 

As a student, music was my passion which 
led me to become a touring professional, 
composer, teacher, and business person. 
However, what led me to my desire to 
create music was born out of tragedy. In 
1972, my older brother was the victim of 
a gun homicide. 

I remember the evening very distinctly 
when I was awakened by my father who 
was unraveling in front of my eyes saying 
the words, “Tom is dead.” A police officer 
had informed my family that Tom had been 
murdered. I was only 15 at the time and my 
brother only 20. 

Tom was my friend and mentor. I would 
spend hours with him every day playing 
catch and engaging in our hobbies. We 
had the normal fights brothers have, but 
we also defended one another from the 
proverbial neighborhood bully. Most of our 
time was spent playing music together on 
our guitars.Tom taught me my first chords 
to Bob Dylan’s,“Hey Mr.Tambourine Man.” 
That is something I will always hold with 
me. 

After Tom’s death, music seemed the only 
thing left that connected me with him. 
I would spend hours and hours playing, 
improvising, and composing. It was what 
got me through my grief. Later, I realized 
that formal study was the key to being 
proficient in music at a deeper level. It was 
then I began to get serious about music 
and began my studies. IU South Bend was 
the best path as I worked my way through 
college, and like many students today, I 
lived with my parents for the first few years. 

At IU South Bend, through the help of great 

mentors, I found my calling in music and 
the liberal arts, which is the key to who 
I have become today. After graduating, 
I followed IU South Bend Alumnus Terry 
Graves, a recording artist with the DeFalla 
Guitar Trio, to California where I studied 
and received a Master in Music, and began 
performing and teaching professionally. 
Graves was the IU South Bend success 
story I wanted to follow. 

After graduate school I came back to my 
parents’ home in Goshen as I prepared 
my curriculum vitae. Graves let me know 
that the University of Notre Dame was 
looking for a classical guitar instructor. 
Upon applying for the position I was hired 
immediately due to my experience, the 
graduate degree I obtained, and my IU 
South Bend training. 

Shortly after I was hired I met Joellen. We 
were soon married, started a family, and 
opened a community guitar school.At what 
is now Millar Guitar Academy in Mishawaka, 
we began our first mission together. After 
26 years we have taught thousands of 
students, many of whom have gone on to 
professional work in music. Some have 
dealt with personal tragedy similar to mine 
and were able to find solace, healing, and 
purpose through making music. 

In 1994, another tragedy rocked our family 
as we found out two days before Christmas 
that my nephew had taken his own life 
with a gun at college. This is why I find it 
so important to make sure students have 
counseling available to them.* 

In 2012, when 20 children and six 
teachers were gunned down at Sandy 

Hook Elementary School in Newton, 
Connecticut, Joellen and I decided to 
make gun violence prevention our second 
mission in life. 

We joined Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
Survivor Network and became fellows with 
Everytown for Gun Safety, a non-partisan 
group that incorporates both Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns and Moms Demand 
Action, a group that sprung up from the 
Facebook page of a Zionsville, Indiana 
mother in response to the Sandy Hook 
massacre. Everytown for Gun Safety now 
has over four million members, including 
hundreds of survivors like us that share 
our stories with community groups, the 
media, and elected officials in 50 states 
and Washington, D.C. 

Today,Joellen and I lead a campaign to help 
Indiana municipal councils form gun safety 
resolutions that urge legislators to pass 
common sense gun laws, namely universal 
background checks, and stronger domestic 
violence gun laws. Beginning with the 
South Bend City Council, we supported a 
resolution that ultimately passed in 2017 
and since, six additional cities in the state 
have passed gun safety resolutions. 

My wife and I feel so privileged and blessed 
to enhance the lives of others with music 
and to work to help change our world so 
that others do not have to experience 
tragic losses like we did. 

Written by Stephen Miller, BM’83 

* Information about IU South Bend's 
Counseling Center available on page 31. 

http:school.At
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Stephen Miller, a professional musician 
and an advocate for common sense 
gun laws, pictured in front of the 
County City Building where he lobbied 
for a gun safety resolution that 
was passed in 2017. 
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Stay in Touch  

1970s 
Darlene (Tudor) Adkins, PhD, MS Ed’73 
(Elementary Education), happily retired 
as  an administrator  f rom Elkhart  
Community School Corporation this year 
after 34 years of experience as a teacher 
and administrator. 

Joseph Mancini, BS’78 (Accounting), 
received the 2018 Distinguished Alumni 
Award at IU South Bend’s Commencement 
ceremony in May 2018. 

1980s 
William Fields, AA’81 (General Studies), is 
an art photographer for Two Soaring Hearts 
in Missouri. His artwork was featured by 
Images Arizona magazine in September 
in an article entitled, “Through a Different 
Light: The Photography of William Fields.” 
The photos are from his new book The Four 
Directions–A Southwestern Journey. 

Jay Howard, BA’88 (Sociology), is the dean 
of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
at Butler University in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Jay is also serving as the acting dean of the 
College of Communication for the current 
academic year. 

Kathleen Kennedy, MS Ed’88 (Secondary 
Education), is working in the Center for 
Research on Education Opportunity (CREO) 
as the managing editor of the American 
Educational Research Journal at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

Jim W. Masters ,  BS’86 (Business, 
Management and Administration), has 
taken a new position with Toshiba as a 
senior barcode specialist at the Lake Forest, 
Calif. office. 

Charles (Mike) Settles, BS’85 (Business, 
Management and Administrat ion),  
attended the Ringo Starr  and His  
All-Starr Band concert at Century Center 

in South Bend, Ind., in September. 
Mike wore a Sgt. Pepper costume in 
hopes of catching Ringo’s attention. 
His ploy worked and from stage Ringo 
pointed and said, “Sgt. Pepper, I see 
you there,” and then turned to the other 
side of the venue adding, “Sgt. Pepper is 
over here. You can’t see him, but he looks 
good.” After decades of being a fan, Mike 
was thrilled to catch the attention of a 
former Beatle. 

1990s 
Amy (Rowe) Daly, BA’93 (Psychology), 
is a bereavement counselor for Hospice of 
the Valley in San Jose, Calif. Amy relocated 
from Indianapolis to Silicon Valley for her 
husband’s job, and landed her dream job 
where she provides individual and group 
grief support. 

Sarah (Andrews) Engel, BA’96 (Theatre 
& Communication Arts), is director of 
admissions at Regis University in Denver, 
Colo. She has also been a Gallup Certified 
Strengths Coach since 2015. 

Michael Frelas, PhD, BS’93 (Computer 
Science), earned a Doctor of Information 
Science from Robert Gordon University in 
Scotland, United Kingdom in July 2017. 

Mary (Monaco) Morgan, MS Ed’99 
(Counseling and Human Services), won 
the 2018 Outstanding Adjunct Award from 
Trine University. 

James Timothy Smith, BS’94 (Special 
Education), MS Ed’01, is a retired public 
school teacher after 20 years of service. He 
now occupies his time with traveling, writing 
short stories, poetry, and photography. He 
and his wife Pam, who is also a teacher, are 
also activists in the South Bend community. 

Jacquelyn (Helmuth) Waltz-Kunkle, 
BSN’96, is married to Mike Kunkle. Together 
they have three daughters; Sydney born in 

2000, Isobel born in 2011, and Olivia born 
in 2011. Jacquelyn is the MDS director at 
Healthwin. 

Victoria Wolf, BS’99 (Accounting), 
MBA’02, was recently appointed to the 
Indiana State Bar Assocation Board of 
Governors. She is managing attorney of 
Wolf Legal Solutions, LLC in South Bend. 
She received her law degree from Valparaio 
University. 

2000s 
Brian Alwine, BS’00 (Accounting), says 
his degree from IU South Bend provided 
a great return on investment. Brian began 
his career in public accounting, working at 
Crowe in Elkhart and South Bend for nearly 
eight years. During that time, Brian attained 
his CPA, ABV, and ASA designations. He 
then became self-employed for 10 years 
specializing in business valuation. In 
August, Brian accepted a position as a senior 
manager with HBK Valuation Group in their 
Naples, Fla. office, continuing his career 
focus on business valuation, litigation, and 
forensics. 

Jeffery Barlow, DNP, BSN’03, established 
in partnership as the senior managing 
member with his collegial managing 
members at Salubrious Nurse Practitioners 
that created SNAP. SNAP is a virtual visit 
app that allows patients in Tex., Colo., Okla., 
N.M., 24/7/365 access to board-certified 
nurse practitioners that are available when 
and where they are, without the need to 
make any appointments or sit in any waiting 
rooms, at a price that is affordable and fair. 
SNAP virtual visits have changed the way 
nurse practitioners both treat and educate 
patients to a better path to health. 

Cristy Cummings, PhD, BA’09 (Women’s 
Studies), MSW’13, completed her PhD in 
Social Work at Michigan State University 
School of Social Work. She has accepted 
the position of assistant professor at the 
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University of North Florida Department of  
Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work.  

Lucas Eggers, BFA’07 (Graphic Design), 
is the associate director of creative services 
at the Mendoza College of Business at 
the University of Notre Dame, a position 
he started in August. Prior to that Lucas 
worked in alumni affairs as an engagement 
marketing program director at Notre Dame. 

Justin Gish, BA’07 (Philosophy), is 
the project manager for the office for 
sustainability at Western Michigan 
University. He is also working on a PhD in 
science education at the same institution. 

Michelle Hairston, BGS’09, MS Ed’17 
(Counseling/Human Services),  has 
relocated to Indianapolis to take a position 
as a therapist at Youth Villages. There she 
works with children and families who have 
been referred to DCS or Probation. Michelle 
works for the Intercept Program which is 
an intensive home based program where 
she meets with families three times a week. 
Prior to that role, she worked as a 21st 
Century Scholars program coordinator at 
IU South Bend, where she was a part of the 
campus family for more than seven years. 

Amy E. Hill, MPA’06, was recently 
promoted to Chief Executive Officer and 
General Manager of South Bend Public 
Transportation Corporation (Tranpo) in 
South Bend. She is a graduate of Saint 
Joseph High School in South Bend and 
earned a bachelor's degree in English from 
the University of Dayton. She has been with 
Transpo since 2013. 

Dawn (Superczynski) Huff, BGS’05, 
is the new girl’s basketball coach at her 
alma mater Adam’s High School. As a 
student at Adams, Dawn played basketball, 
volleyball, and ran track. She went on to 
play basketball at both Earlham College 
and IU South Bend. Dawn has 12 years of 
coaching experience, most recently as an 

assistant coach in basketball and volleyball 
at Penn High School. 

Joy Hughes, BS’09 (Criminal Justice), 
returned to school at IU South Bend to 
pursue her degree in criminal justice at age 
23 after dropping out of high school at 15. 
After graduation, Joy moved to Oklahoma 
where she received her master's degree 
in psychology. She will graduate with her 
doctorate in May 2019. Joy passes on the 
message to others that “ALL THINGS ARE 
POSSIBLE.” 

David Kobb, BA’07 (English), MS’15 
(Management Info Technology), has 
authored three books with his cousin 
Shawn Kobb. David was a featured guest of 
DTSB’s First Fridays on October 5, where 
he talked with readers about his books 
Terrifying Tales and More Terrifying Tales 
outside Idle Hours Bookshop. His third 
book, Even More Terrifying Tales has since 
been relased. 

Jesús Moya, BA’07 (English), accepted 
the position of adult services manager for 
the Rosenberg Library in Galveston, Tex., 
in August 2017. He also earned a Master 
of Library and Information Science from 
IUPUI in 2012. Prior to moving to the 
Houston area, Jesús was employed in 
Indianapolis at the Indianapolis Public 
Library where he served as outreach 
services manager for two years. Before that 
he worked more than nine years for the St. 
Joseph County Public Library. 

Maria (Macri) Qualkinbush, BA’02 
(Speech Communications), credits her 
degree from IU for taking her from a 
director of sales to a director of operations, 
and then onto a vice president of  
development in her career. When she 
decided to change careers and attend 
IU South Bend in her thirties she never 
dreamed she could actually reach the 
sky. She has made wonderful friends and 
created life-long relationships that she 

continues to build upon. Her journey isn’t 
over yet because she’s still dreaming big and 
has become a grandmother. 

Mark Royer, PhD, BS’03 (Chemistry), 
e a r n e d  h i s  M a s t e r  o f  B u s i n e s s  
Administration this past September. He 
also holds a Doctor of Medicine from IU’07. 

2010s 
Desmond Atem, BSN’18, got the exciting 
opportunity to work as a registered nurse 
at Elkhart General Hospital Emergency 
Department after graduation. He was also 
recently accepted into a doctoral program 
where he is currently a doctor of nursing 
practice student, with a tract in primary 
care nurse practitioner. Desmond thanks 
the IU South Bend staff, faculty, students, 
and donors whom without their support 
this would not have been possible. He says, 
“Thank you all!” 

Michelle Beliveau, BA’16 (Psychology), 
is currently a registered behavior technician 
working at an outpatient center for children 
with autism at Hopebridge. Every day she 
is faced with new challenges to work 
through and gets to celebrate her client’s 
triumphs. Michelle sees true happiness and 
joy in the children’s faces, and is reminded 
that love needs no words. Michelle is 
currently attending IU South Bend for 
her Master’s in Social Work. She wants to 
continue making a positive difference in 
the community. 

William (Bill) Bradford, MS Ed’13, 
joined the Indiana Department of Education 
in downtown Indianapolis, Ind. as a federal 
grants specialist. Bill works with school 
districts and charter schools all over 
Indiana to plan, budget, and implement 
federally funded title programs. 

Eric Chandler, BS’10 (Elementary 
Education), was named principal at 
Hawthorne Elementary School in July. 
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Eric has been part of the Elkhart Community 

Schools for seven years now, having most 

recently served as assistant principal at Mary 

Beck Elementary School. He has also taught 

1st grade at Mary Feeser Elementary School, 

and at Roosevelt STEAM Academy he 

worked as an educator, academic dean, and 

assistant principal. 

David Cook, MS’10 (Education), is the 

English Language Arts lead teacher for 7th 

grade at Edgewood Middle School in Warsaw 

Community Schools. 

Chris Creighton, BA’11 (Political Science), 

passed the July 2018 Bar Exam and was 

sworn in to the Bar in October. Chris is the 

State  Legislative  Director  for  the  Oice  of 

Governor Eric Holcomb. 

Melody Eby, BS’15 (Economics), relocated 

to the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area 

in July with her husband, where she works 

as the economic development specialist for 

Flower Mound, Tex. 

Joselyn Ellington, BA’18 (Mass 

Communications),  landed  her  irst  job  in 

her career ield as a journalist for the Elkhart 

Truth newspaper in Elkhart, Ind. 

Kara (Taylor) Gutierrez BFA’10 (Fine 

Arts), moved back to the area with her 

partner and daughter. She’s excited to 

return to where she was raised, and to grow 

her business with local clients. Kara is a 

freelance multimedia designer working in 

print, web, and video. 

Greg Hintz, BS’10 (Accounting), MBA’17, 

was named controller of Lacay Fabrication 

& Manufacturing in Elkhart, Ind. in August. 

Ketevan Kartvelishvili, AD’11 (Artist 

Diploma, piano), PD’14 (Performer Diploma, 

piano), released her CD The Chase with 

Blue Griffin record label in 2017 to a 

number of great reviews. On October 6, 

2018, Ketevan performed a solo recital at 

the PianoForte Foundation in Chicago and 

presented her CD following the concert. 

Alexandra Lechlitner , BFA’14 

(Integrated New Media Studies), was 

selected by Destinations International for the 

2018 Class of 30 Under 30. Through this 

program, the organization recognizes up-and

coming talent of destination organizations 

nationwide. Destinations International is 

the professional organization for the 

destination marketing industry. Lechlitner 

is the creative specialist for Visit South Bend 

Mishawaka. 

Tyler Leighton, BGS’10, currently works as 

a middle school physical education teacher 

and youth sports coach in the Chicago 

Public Schools. In 2012, he graduated with a 

master's in sports administration from 

Valparaiso. Tyler married Brittney Bolden 

in 2014. Together they have a 4-year-old 

daughter, Jordyn, and a 1-year-old son, 

Titan. 

Daniel Little, BA’11 (Sociology), 

announced the birth of Abigail Loren Little 

on September 14, 2018 at 3:26 p.m. 21” 

7 lbs 3 oz. Daniel is a master of social work 

candidate with an expected graduation of 

2021. 

Christopher (Sallak) Hillak, BGS’17, 

was promoted to operations lead at Apple, 

Inc. this past August. He has been with the 

company for eight years. 

Rachel Santos, BA’16 (Political Science), 

is currently the manager of operations 

and communications for the Indianapolis 

Mayor’s Oice of Education Innovation. In 

December, Rachel will receive her Master 

of  Public  Afairs  with  a  concentration  in 

policy analysis from IUPUI SPEA. She 

is thankful for the amazing undergrad 

experience she received at IU South Bend. 

The American Democracy Project and 

Student Government Association taught 

her professionalism and helped shape her 

future. Santos encourages all students to 

get involved and make the most of what IU 

South Bend has to ofer. 

Kelly (Hjertquist) Shotsman, BA’13, 

BS’13 (Psychology and Criminal Justice), 

is a youth development specialist for 

Logansport Juvenile Corrections. She loves 

her job, utilizes both of her degrees, has 

advancement opportunities, and gets to 

watch kids turn into productive citizens. 

After struggling with part-time and factory 

work after graduation she's happy to see her 

degrees are paying of. 

Sarah Ward , BA’16 (Mass 

Communications), has been working at 

ABC 57 news since 2014 when she started as 

a weekend production assistant. Now, Susan 

is a morning news producer of her own show. 

Jacqueline (Goodnight) Wiley, BS’12 

(Criminal Justice), earned her JD from 

Valparaiso University School of Law in 2015. 

Bethany (Drury) Zepeda, BS’13 

(International Business), is an acute care 

sales representative for Medline Industries 

in Northield, Ill. She was awarded the 2017 

Presidents Award. 

GIFT 
PLANNING? 

CONTACT 
Dina Harris, Director of Development 

Call (574) 520-4131 or email diharris@iusb.edu 
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Rami Sadek, BS’00 (Business, Marketing 
and Advertising), MPA’06, and LangLab 
received the Governor’s Arts Award on 
October 19, 2018. The Governor’s Arts Award 
recognizes excellence in artistic achievement, 
philanthropy, arts educations, and leadership 
in the arts. The award has been given out 
biennially since 1973. 

The 33,000 square feet that is now LangLab 
was once a dilapidated eyesore. The former 
furniture factory and electronics warehouse 
stood empty for many years. In 2009, Rami 
Sadek, Stephanie Rizk, BA’01 (Sociology), 
and Kahlil Smylie acquired the run-down 
building with a distinct vision—they wanted 
to see creativity thrive there. They wanted 
to provide a home for the abundant local 
potential they saw in South Bend. 

LangLab has been at the forefront of 
the recent rebirth of the City of South 
Bend. Its innovative insistence that large, 
continuous spaces could be a major asset to 
the community has inspired other businesses 
to imagine what could be done with existing, 
often neglected, buildings in the community. 
The organization’s very existence has proven 
that tearing down empty structures is not 
always the best way to revive or re-envision 
a city. 

Over the past eight years, Rami’s vision has 
firmly established LangLab as a community 
“language laboratory,” a place for multicultural 

communication and creation. It has ushered 
a vibrancy into South Bend by providing 
a low-cost, mixed use facility that brings 
together artists and audiences, merchants 
and customers, teachers and students. It has 
incubated new local businesses in addition to 
hosting hundreds of musical performances, 
community events, theatrical and dance 
performances, visual art exhibitions, classes 
and workshops. 

LangLab has also made it possible for young 
people to hear local music. Because many 
music venues are also bars, those under 21 
are not permitted to enter. Although LangLab 
can serve alcohol, many of its shows are open 
to people of all ages. Teenagers often come to 
hear bands, dance, socialize, and make new 
friends. LangLab has also provided a venue 
for many young performers to hone their 
skills and share their talents. 

LangLab is the city’s energy center, where 
imaginative people come to find others like 
them. The scope of this public, collective 
creativity continually encourages and inspires 
the South Bend community to actively 
cooperate, innovate, and participate. 

IU South Bend 
Student Counseling 
Center           
The Student Counseling Center at IU 
South Bend supports the university’s 
academic mission and works to enhance 
student success by providing short-term 
mental health counseling services, an 
emphasis on student development and 
wellness, and sensitivity toward student 
diversity. 

Our caring and professional staff members 
are available to help students discover 
their strengths and overcome obstacles 
to their personal and academic goals. 

Student Counseling Center                                                                                       

Office of Student Advocacy
 
and Community Engagement 


Division of Student Engagement 
and Success                                  

HOURS OF OPERATION:                      
9am–5pm Monday Thursday 

and Friday by appointment only 
Confidential Counseling Sessions 
No fee to currently enrolled 
IU South Bend Students. 

Administration Building, Suite 175                                                                                                      
574-520-4125 
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