
•	 Margo	Sorgman,	Ed.D.,	received	the	
	 W.	George	Pinnell	Award	for	Outstanding		
	 Service	from	the	Indiana	University		
	 Faculty	Council	during	Indiana	
	 University’s	2008	Founders	Day	
	 Celebration.

In a few weeks, In-
diana University will 
launch a campaign 
that highlights the role 
and importance of en-
trepreneurs in Indiana’s 
economy and the part 
IU plays in developing 
those opportunities.  I’m 
pleased to say that IU 
Kokomo has been and 
will continue to be very 
much a part of this ef-
fort!

Our Certificate in Contemporary Entrepre-
neurship (a 15-credit hour undergradu-
ate program sponsored by the Division of 
Continuing Studies) will graduate its 15th 
student in May 2008, and to date, 180 stu-
dents have taken one or more courses in 
the program. One of the certificate com-
pleters is co-founder of a hi-tech energy 
company and has submitted an applica-
tion to enter the local business incuba-
tor, Inventrek. In addition, our accredited 
School of Business will begin offering the 
course “Small Business Management and 
Entrepreneurship” (J511) in the fall of 2008, 
as part of its Master in Business Administra-
tion (M.B.A.) program.  

A number of our senior and graduate level 
business classes also provide assistance to 
organizations in the region either through 
class assignments or through the SBDC Col-
legiate Management Program. A grant 
proposal has recently been submitted to 
develop and embed an entrepreneur-
ship curriculum into one of our Freshmen 
Learning Communities and to develop ad-
ditional entrepreneurship courses for use in 
our New Media, Informatics, and Fine Arts 
programs.

It is clear that entrepreneurial efforts are 
what will grow Indiana’s economy in the 
21st Century.  We want to be able to do our 
part to prepare entrepreneurs to be suc-
cessful in the new environment they face.  
When you see the message “Indiana’s Big-
gest Cash Crop: Entrepreneurs”, think of IU 
Kokomo’s role in helping to make this effort 
successful. Together we can grow north 
central Indiana!

IU Kokomo: Helping to Grow North 
Central  Indiana

Chancellor 
Ruth J. Person
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IU Kokomo has played a pivotal role in creating and supporting 
Inventrek, Kokomo’s high tech incubator facility. Chancellor Per-
son is one of the founding committee members and continues 
to serve on Inventrek’s board of directors. With the assistance of 
Senators Lugar and Bayh, IU Kokomo secured a one million dollar 
Small Business Administration grant to construct research labs at 
Inventrek. The campus also staffs a business and community out-
reach office at the facility. Four IU Kokomo graduates have been 
hired by companies in the incubator and a number of students 
serve as interns each semester.  

2008 Students In Free Enterprise (S.I.F.E.) members with faculty advisors. 
Their win at the regional level has earned them a spot at the national 
competition in May.

S.I.F.E. Wins Regional Competition



•	 IU	Kokomo	M.B.A.	students	scored	at	the	
			95th	percentile	on	the	Educational	Testing		
	 Service	assessment	administered	to		
	 graduating	M.B.A.’s	nationwide.

April 22
Take Back the Night 
5:30 p.m. 
Alumni Hall 

April 23 and 24
Cap and Gown Delivery 
9 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Alumni Hall

April 26
Indiana State High School 
Mathematics Contest 
8 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

May 1
IU Kokomo Nurses Recognition 
5:30 & 7:30 p.m. 
Havens Auditorium

May 2
IUK Singers Concert 
7:30–9 p.m. 

May 3
IU Kokomo Cream and  
Crimson Dinner 
6–9 p.m.  
Alumni Hall

May 5
IU Kokomo Honors Day 
6–8 p.m. 
Havens Auditorium 

Cosmic Bowling 
Cedar Crest Lanes, Kokomo 
8–10 p.m.

May 6
IU Kokomo Commencement 
East side of library

May 7
Purdue University Kokomo 
Commencement 
6–8 p.m. 

May 7 
Summer I 2008 – Classes Begin

May 22
Public Lecture 
Ed Morrison, “It’s Not Your 
Grandfather’s Economy” 
9–11 p.m.  
Havens Auditorium 
RSVP (765) 455-9225

June 23
Summer II 2008 - Classes Begin

Calendar of Events Visit www.iuk.edu/events for details.

Scholarship to Honor Roales
To honor his thirty-four 
years as a faculty mem-
ber at Indiana University 
Kokomo, the Robert R. 
Roales Endowed NIMS 
Scholarship has been 
established. The length 
of tenure alone is wor-
thy of recognition but it 
is the impact he has had 
on more than 11,500 
students that makes this so special. Since 1975, every 
healthcare professional who graduated from IU Koko-
mo was challenged in Roales’ anatomy and/or biology 
class. They were also provided with a base of knowl-
edge that served them well in their professional careers.

A special thank you must go to St. Joseph Hospital of 
Kokomo. The hospital wanted to tie their level of support 
directly to the number of employees who had taken 
one of Dr. Roales’ classes. Their gift, in excess of $5,000, 
was determined by multiplying the estimated number of 
employees by 34 . . .his number of years at IU Kokomo. 

Fundraising efforts for the scholarship are continuing.  
If you would like to support the fund, please contact 
Cheryl Currens at (765) 455-9410 or contribute online at 
www.iuk.edu/~kodev/index.  

IU Kokomo Senior Featured in GM/UaW article 
on Tuition assistance 

dr. Roales with students

As people in today’s workforce 
return to school to update skills 
or to continue their higher edu-
cation journey, a valuable ben-
efit in many workplaces is tuition 
assistance. Tuition assistance al-
lows workers that would normal-
ly not have the opportunity to 
advance beyond “on the job” 
and technical training to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree. Trisha Harris, an Indiana Universi-
ty Kokomo senior working on her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology, and an inspector at General Motors (G.M.) 
Marion Metal Center says, “I would have never gone 
back to school if it wasn’t for tuition assistance from G.M. 
and a local 4 year institution like IU Kokomo,” Harris was 
recently photographed at the IU Kokomo campus for 
a G.M./United Auto Workers publication article about 
G.M.’s tuition assistance program. Harris says,“ I am glad 
to have this opportunity to finish with a 4 year degree.”

Trisha Harris

alumni association distinguished Service 
award 
The Indiana University Kokomo Alumni Association 
Distinguished Service Award will be presented to Bob 
and Pat Williams at the 2008 Indiana University Ko-
komo Cream and Crimson Dinner on May 3 in Alumni 
Hall from 6–9 p.m. The award is given for exemplary 
service to IU, especially the Kokomo campus, the IU 
Alumni Association, and the community. 

Reservations for the IU Kokomo Cream and Crimson 
Dinner are $12.00 for IUAA members and students and 
$15.00 for all others. To reserve your seat, please, con-
tact the IU Kokomo Office of Alumni Relations at (765) 
455-9411, or e-mail alumni@iuk.edu.

Linda Wallace, Ed.d., has been 
chosen dean of the Indiana 
University Kokomo School of 
Nursing. Wallace, having been the 
associate professor of nursing and 
director of international programs 
in the IU Kokomo School of Nursing, 
has contributed to establishing a 
Master of Science in Nursing degree 
at IU Kokomo available through 
collaboration with IUPUI and has 
participated in the development of 
the international program in nursing.


