
• Gerry Stroman, current director of 
   University Division and the Office of 
   Affirmative Action, has been 
   appointed to fill a new position as 
   the assistant vice chancellor for 
   academic affairs in student success 
   and advising.

The battering 
experienced in all sectors 
of the nation’s economy 
in recent months is on all 
of our minds, including 
those of our national 
and state officials, as we 
enter the New Year. At 
home, the Indiana General 
Assembly is facing 
tough decisions over 
diminished tax revenue 
and other challenging 
economic issues. We are also looking 
at the federal stimulus package as a 
potential source for regional support. 

Indiana’s colleges and universities are 
not immune to these concerns. IU Kokomo 
has already experienced a budget cut in the 
current year’s budget authorized by Governor 
Mitch Daniels. The Governor’s biennial 
budget treats our campus, indeed all of IU, 
unkindly, asking Indiana’s baccalaureate 
institutions to bear a disproportionate 
burden of the state’s revenue shortfall.

At the same time, I am pleased to report 
that the state of the campus is good; by 
many measures it is very good. The fall to 
spring retention rate was 79 percent which 
augurs well for fall enrollment. While we 
fell short of reaching our budget projection, 
we did not miss the mark by much.

Several programs are experiencing growth: 
Nursing, despite ceding the A.S.N. to our 
Ivy Tech partner, has impressive numbers 
in the B.S.N.; we see continued growth in 
secondary education; and for the first time 
in a long time, our graduate numbers are up, 
largely due to the interest in our new Master’s 
of Public Management (M.P.M.). We also 
are seeing renewed interest in the M.B.A. 

Increasingly, the campus is looked to as a 
regional leader and asked to assist the region 
in mapping its future direction. We host the 
WIRED Regional Leadership Institute, and 
our faculty, staff, and students are valued 
as scholars and as partners in community 
engagement, while at the same time deepening 
the educational experiences of our students.  

The core components of the campus are 
healthy and energetic and we are making 
good progress on numerous components 
of our Strategic Plan. Whatever the 
budget outcome in the General Assembly, 
our work will continue and IU Kokomo 
will remain an essential component in 
stimulating the region’s economy. 

Best regards in the New Year,

State of the Campus is Good

Faculty News

Interim Chancellor 
Stuart Green
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“Pack the Bus” to HHE Day
Come join us as we “Pack the Bus” 

for the annual Hoosiers for Higher 
Education (HHE) Statehouse Visit 
Day on Tuesday, February 17, to 
network with legislators and seek their continued support of higher 
education in Indiana. IU Kokomo’s purpose will be to speak with 
lawmakers who represent our service area and to seek backing of 
IU’s budget request – particularly for the proposed Health Education 
and Wellness Center, which is included in the capital appropriations.

IU is requesting $17.5 million in bonding authority for 
the proposed 73,000 square-foot Health Education and 
Wellness Facility for the Kokomo campus. This building 
would provide much-needed support for programming 
in health, physical education, and recreation. 

A health education center for this campus has been envisioned 
for many years. The1980 Master Plan called for such a facility 
to help meet projected student growth. HHE day gives students, 
alumni, faculty, staff and friends the opportunity to connect with 
legislators and show their support for the proposed new building.

The bus will leave IU Kokomo at 10:45 a.m. and return 
immediately following the HHE reception at approximately 6:30 
p.m. A box lunch will be provided for participants riding the bus. 

Anyone interested in participating should pre-register by 
logging on to http://www.gov.indiana.edu/hhe/statehouse/
index.shtml and clicking on the first link that says, “Register 
for the 2009 HHE Statehouse Visit and Indiana Innovation 
Alliance Day.” Or, contact Cathy Valcke at (765) 455-
9413, or e-mail at alumni@iuk.edu to register.

Mohammed Meybodi, (photo left), professor of operations 
management, is awarded the 2009 Faculty Research Award by 
Interim Chancellor Stuart Green. Meybodi, a faculty member since 
1991, was recognized for his research efforts in aggregate production 
planning, production scheduling, stochastic modeling, total quality 
management, and just-in-time systems. 

Interim Chancellor Stuart Green, (photo right), presents Linda Narwold 
with the 2009 Virgil Hunt Distinguished Service Award at the Spring 
Convocation last month. Narwold, director of the R.N. to B.S.N. 
program and associate clinical professor of nursing, was recognized 
for her 25 years to the campus and community. 



• Sue Sciame-Giesecke, Ph.D., dean of 
   the School of Arts and Sciences, has  
 been appointed Interim Vice 
   Chancellor for Academic Affairs  
   effective July 1, 2009.

February 16–23 
Art Gallery 
Multi Media Exhibition

February 17 
12:30 p.m.–6 p.m. 
Hoosiers for Higher Education 
Statehouse Visit Day

February 21 
1–3 p.m.  
Howard Co. Science Fair 
Grades 5–12

February 23 
6 p.m.  
Comedian, Dan Cummins

February 24 
10 a.m.–4 p.m.  
Blood Drive

March 2 & 4 
Rape Aggression Defense 
(R.A.D.) Class 
4–8 p.m.

March 3 & 4 
7 p.m. 
Movie Preview

March 3 
6–8 p.m. 
Graduate Open House 
Kelley Student Center, 130

March 4 
Noon–2 p.m. 
Graduate Open House 
Kelley Student Center, 221

March 6 
Rape Aggression Defense 
(R.A.D.) Class 
1–5 p.m.

March 10 
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Coffee with the Chancellor

March 11 & 12 
9 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Graduation Fair and 
University Ring Sale

March 14 
9 a.m.  
24th Annual Old Ben 5K Run/
Walk

March 16–20 
Spring Break 
No Classes

Calendar of Events Visit www.iuk.edu/events for details.

  

Korean nursing students from the Margaret 
Pritchard University (MPU) in South Korea gather 
in Hunt Hall during their two-week visit in January. 
IU Kokomo nursing students joined them as they 
visited the local St. Joseph Hospital and Howard 
Regional Health System.

U.S. Rep. Joe Donnelly, D-Ind., addresses a group 
of students about economic issues facing the 
region at an open forum on campus February 2.

The IU Kokomo campus will undergo a comprehensive 
evaluation this spring from The Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC) of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 
This accreditation process takes place every 10 years, and campus 
officials have spent nearly 12 months preparing for this assessment.

Taking on the theme, “The Journey from Good to Great”, a 
self-study report has been created, published, and submitted 
to the HLC in preparation for the April 6–8, 2009, visit. This 
report includes information on the history of the campus, 
accomplishments, and its mission and vision for the future.

The HLC will review the institution’s ongoing ability 
to meet the Commission’s Criteria for Accreditation. The 
HLC accredits and grants membership in the Commission 
and in the North Central Association to degree-granting 
educational institutions in the North Central region.

In addition, the public is invited to submit comments regarding 
the campus in preparation for the evaluation. Comments 
must be received by March 3, 2009, and address substantive 
matters related to the quality of IU Kokomo or its academic 
programs. Remarks must be in writing, signed, and cannot be 
treated as confidential. All statements should be sent to:

Public Comment on Indiana University Kokomo
The Higher Learning Commission
20 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60602

The Higher Learning Commission To Visit Campus


