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Dear PSC Friends and Colleagues,

It gives me great pleasure to write to you as a new 
Director of the Polish Studies Center. I feel 
privileged to be entrusted by the PSC Executive 
Committee and the HLS leadership to lead this 
renowned and widely recognized academic 
community. That’s an honor and a challenge. I see 
my role as a continuator of my predecessors’ 
outstanding work and a contributor to the PSC 
mission.

The AY 2021-22 began optimistically. After months 
of remote work caused by the Covid-19, we returned 
to our offices and classrooms. We have been 
cautiously coming back to in-person events, still 
maintaining online format for some of them. 
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Two of our speakers, Konrad Werner and Alicja Curanović – both Associate Professors at the University       
of Warsaw – joined us remotely. Two others – Magdalena Zdrodowska, an Assistant Professor at the 
Jagiellonian University and Sławomir Łotysz, a Professor at the Polish Academy of Sciences – visited us     
in-person. We had the opportunity to discuss with our speakers a variety of topics. Konrad explored the 
metaphysical underpinnings of Olga Tokarczuk's novel Flights, the tension between structuredness and 
the power of change. Alicja, whose research revolves around Russian foreign policy, identity, status, and 
religious factor in politics, examined a contemporary political messianism in Poland and Russia. 
Magdalena, whose work combines deafness, technology, film, and media, discussed the amateur deaf film 
movement that developed in the United States in the early twentieth century and compared it to a similar 
trend that flourished in Poland under the communist regime and in the transformation era. Sławomir 
offered a new perspective on the history of the eastern territories of the Second Polish Republic. Focusing 
in his research on history of technology, environmental history, and health diplomacy, Sławomir explored 
different tangles between man and nature that had shaped the history of Polesie. Also, several Polish 
scholars conducted their research at IU this year, in the Department of Slavic and East European 
Languages and Cultures, the Department of Musicology in the Jacobs School of Music and the Ostrom 
Workshop, among others. We're excited that two IU graduate students – Natasha Rubanova (Department 
of Comparative Literature) and Nicolette van den Bogerd (Department of Musicology) will be conducting 
their research in Poland in the upcoming months. 

The beginning of 2022 brought about the unprecedented event in Europe's recent history – the inter-state 
war. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine caused thousands of deaths, casualties, and resulted in a displacement   
of millions of Ukrainian nationals, the majority of whom found shelter in Poland. This most serious 
security crisis in the post-WWII period was discussed by Anne Applebaum, our distinguished speaker        
at the 10th Wiles Memorial Lecture. The unusual circumstances required unusual format. Instead of 
a traditional lecture, we organized Ms. Applebaum's presentation in the format of Questions and Answers. 
Ms. Applebaum, a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian, an expert on European history, politics, and culture,        
a journalist, and a commentator on the current global developments provided a fresh insight on issues and 
questions of special interests to our audience. The Polish Studies Center, along with the Robert F. Byrnes 
Russian and East European Institute, the Department of International Studies, the Inner Asian and Uralic 
Resource Center, the Center for the Study of Global Change, and the Institute for European Studies,        
co-sponsored a series of lectures and a discussion panel – the "Russia’s Attack on Ukraine: Teach-In". 
Members of the PSC Executive Committee and PSC Affiliated Faculty participated as speakers in this   
three-day event. In this Newsletter, we offer you interviews with Professor Elizabeth Cullen Dunn, 
Ambassador Lee Feinstein, and Professor Padraic Kenney, renowned experts on Poland and the region, 
who kindly agreed to share their views on various aspects of the war in Ukraine. In light of Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine, we witnessed a great mobility of Poles in helping Ukrainian refugees and in 
supporting Ukraine's fight for its sovereignty, of which Polish community members in Bloomington have 
become a part. This solidarity movement has shown the strength and spirit of our community.

I look forward to keeping in contact and hearing your updates about work, life, or whatever! Please get in 
touch should you want to catch up. In the meantime, I'd like to invite you to peruse our newsletter to find 
out how our last academic year in the Polish Studies Center went by.

Thank you for being with us!

With appreciation,

Justyna Zając

with Maria Bucur, Diana O’Brien, Clauda Breger, and 
Joanna Niżyńska (representing History/Gender 
studies, Political Science, German, and Slavic 
departments, respectively); she was involved in the 
SayHerName# event, which focused on the issue of 
domestic abuse; she taught a class on the represen-
tation of women in Polish culture; and, finally, she 
had countless discussions with IU’s faculty members 
and students. Agnieszka Graff ’s home institution is 
the American Studies Center in Warsaw, so to host a 
scholar and activist of her stature at IU from the 
Polish Studies Center’s sister institution felt like a 
crystalli-zation of the process put in motion 40 years 
ago. With Agnieszka’s visit, IU and Warsaw celebrated 
40 years 
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Mary Evelyn McGann (1945-2022)

We are deeply saddened by the loss of Professor Mary Evelyn McGann, a stalwart and passionate promoter 
of Polish culture. Mary, alongside her husband Timothy J. Wiles, was a generous benefactor of the Polish 
Studies Center.

Mary and Tim were instrumental in starting a scholarly and cultural collaboration between Indiana 
University and the University in Warsaw. Their efforts resulted in the establishment of the American 
Studies Center at the University of Warsaw in 1976 and the Polish Studies Center at Indiana University           
in 1977. After the martial law was declared in Poland in 1981, Mary and Tim were among the very few 
American visiting scholars who remained in Warsaw where they continued to work as liaisons between 
Indiana University and the University of Warsaw. Mary took on the challenge to administer IU’s academic 
exchange program at the University of Warsaw, where she served as an associate director of the American 
Studies Center.

In the aftermath of her husband tragic and untimely death in 2003, she joined enthusiastically in the 
efforts of the Polish Studies Center to commemorate Tim through the creation of the Wiles Memorial 
Lecture in 2011.

Mary returned to the University of Warsaw in 2012 as a Senior Lecturer for the US Fulbright Scholar 
Program and, with intense passion that had been her trademark, taught courses on American culture 
and literature and the English language. 

Dedicated to the life of the Hoosier community, Mary served on the board of directors of the Indiana 
Teachers of Writing and the Bloomington Playwright Project. She served as a secretary-treasurer of the 
Monroe County chapter of Children and Adults with ADD and as a conference organizer for the 
Bloomington Chapter of Teachers Applying Whole Language. She was also an active member of the 
National Council of Teachers of English and the Indiana Teachers of Writing until her retirement.

Mary is survived by her beloved son, David Wiles.

In Memory of Professor Mary McGann
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Events 2021-22 
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10th Annual Timothy Wiles Memorial Lecture

Close to two hundred friends of the Polish Studies Center, faculty, and students joined us on April 25 at 
the 10th Timothy Wiles Memorial Lecture. This year, our annual event featured Anne Applebaum, a 
Pulitzer-prize winning historian, a staff writer for The Atlantic, and a Senior Fellow at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies. Ms. Applebaum’s presentation – titled “What does the war in 
Ukraine mean for Poland and Central Europe?” – focused on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its impact 
on a long-term stability in the region as well as Poland’s domestic politics, the Polish-American political 
and military relations, and the prospects of the transatlantic unity.

Organized in a format of the webinar-style Q&A, Ms. Applebaum’s presentation addressed a series 
of pressing issues ranging from a deceptive normalcy of the present-day life in Kiev (where “the traffic 
lights work and the subway works… but the mood of everybody is radically changed”) to why the 
Ukrainians understand Russia’s invasion as an existential war (it’s “not a battle over some territory or 
where the border of Ukraine and Russia will be… but this is an extermination war… about eradicating 
anything that still remains of the liberal world order”), from a historical perspective on actions of the 
Russian military (dating back to 1939 and the period following the end of WWII) to the shifts in actions 
and perceptions of the West (and the unprecedented nature of the West operations in support of the 
Ukrainian war effort).

Unavoidably, there was the key question of how the conflict in Ukraine could be resolved. Hesitant to 
make predictions, Ms. Applebaum posited that any thought of diplomatic negotiations remained 
contingent upon how the military conflict would end. “A lot will depend on how the fighting goes and 
where the final line of contact is… Ukrainians are looking for and hoping that there’ll be some kind of 
a longer-term solution… But predicting how that will end before we have the end to the military conflict 
is difficult.” In the meantime, we may be destined to continue looking down to find a rainbow. 

“Eventually, there’ll be a negotiation, but that will happen once the Russians decided to stop fighting, 
and they have not decided that yet.”
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Russia’s Attack on Ukraine: Teach-In
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Interview with Lee Feinstein

Lee Feinstein is the Founding Dean of the Hamilton Lugar School, serving in 2014-2022. Feinstein has 
held senior positions in the US government, including Ambassador to Poland (2009-2012), a principal 
deputy director of the Secretary of State's Policy Planning Staff, and served on the Presidential Transition 
Team for President Obama. Feinstein was senior fellow and deputy director of studies at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. Currently, Lee Feinstein is president of McLarty Associates, a leading global advisory 
firm based in Washington, DC.

Justyna Zając: Were you surprised that Russia decided to 
invade Ukraine?

Lee Feinstein: Well, yes and no. It was such an audacious step 
and in some ways seemed uncharacteristic for Putin who 
tended to be more incremental in his aggression. Previously, he 
would go as far as he could. He would test what the response was – 
like in Donbas – and when the pain got too great, he would 
pause. On the other hand, it is not surprising if you just look at 
what he’s been saying for many years, and how he’s become 
more aggressive over time. The political objectives of Putin 
regarding Ukraine were really maximalist, and they could only 
be accomplished by an attack. But it was an astounding move 
and much more of a gamble than he normally takes.

JZ: Even on the eve on the invasion, many of us were 
cautiously optimistic that diplomacy will manage to 
deescalate the situation. So, why didn't diplomacy succeed?

LF: I think that Putin made some judgments: that Europe and the United States would not be united in 
their diplomatic approach, that Germany and the United States might take a different approach. Germany 
had a new government and an untested leader who had been tentative after the departure of Merkel. 
Macron seemed to be taking a different position as well, trying to assume the mantle of transatlantic 
leadership and trying to establish a greater and maybe leading European role in diplomacy. I think Putin 
probably calculated that all that was to his advantage. He also believed that the United States would not 
be able to muster a strong response due to political divisions at home – the decision to withdraw 
unequivocally from Afghanistan and, in general, American war weariness, which has been a continuing 
theme of American politics since the second Iraq war. Putin must’ve felt he had the upper hand. He also 
misjudged his military advantage. He – as many others believed, including some U.S. military analysts – 
expected the real possibility of an early victory, including control of Kyiv. So, if diplomacy failed, that’s 
because Putin made different judgments about the strength of transatlantic solidarity. It is true that in 
past years there wasn’t enough attention to Ukraine, both in Europe and in the United States. That's the 
thing about diplomacy: you have to keep your eye on the ball over the long term. That is always better 
than pulling all-nighters. 

JZ: Do you think that the West did enough to deter Russia and thwart Putin's expansionistic 
ambitions?

LF: It's hard to know what's in Putin's head. When I was in Warsaw, the United States negotiated the first 
agreement with Poland for a continuous U.S. military presence. It enabled U.S. missile defenses to be 
based in Poland, plus a U.S. air force detachment of F-15s. It was important because it created a framework 
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for what was to come. After the annexation of Crimea in 2014, a lot of pre-positioned equipment was 
moved to Poland and there was also a much more significant NATO military presence, particularly in the 
Szczecin region. Looking back, clearly, it wasn't enough to deter Putin.

JZ: On the other hand, did the West do enough to cooperate with Russia and include Russia in the 
European security system?

LF: There was a lot of foreign policy innovation at the end of the Cold War. Our school is named after  
Dick Lugar, one of the people who did some of the most innovative foreign policy. Imagine if Belarus and 
Kazakhstan had nuclear weapons. Ukraine would have been on a very different political trajectory after 
independence if it had become a nuclear outlier. Russia was admitted to the WTO. It became a member       
of the G8. The NATO-Russia Council was created. After 9/11, the Bush administration hoped for a 
"counter-terrorism alliance" between the United States and Russia. There was a lot of western investment, 
commercial ties, and enhanced cultural ties. Then, in the intense diplomatic effort to avert an attack as 
Russian forced massed on the border late last year and early this year, the United States and Europe 
established new channels and revived others that had atrophied. There was, a serious bilateral U.S.-Russia 
set of security talks. There were talks with NATO and the EU. There were talks about limits on NATO 
missile deployments and confidence-building measures on the table. Again, looking back, the West might 
have made a more sustained effort to find some greater western-oriented place for Russia at the end of the 
Cold War. But would it have made a difference? It's hard to say that given the historical grudges Putin 
bore, and the actions he has taken.

JZ: As former ambassador to Poland, how do you think that the war has affected the U.S.-Polish 
relations?

LF: The current Polish government was closely aligned with the previous U.S. administration. When Joe 
Biden was elected, the Polish government was suspect of the new administration. But the truth of the 
matter is that Joe Biden, together with Dick Lugar, was a very strong supporter of Poland and one of the 
strongest supporters of NATO enlargement. Since the war broke out, the strength of the American 
response seems to have won over the current Polish government. Poland is the channel for most of the 
security assistance, a large part of it coming from the United States. In the U.S., there's admiration for the 
Polish people's response to the flood of Ukrainian refugees. Seemingly, every Pole has taken a Ukrainian 
person or family into their homes. A crisis reminds people of what’s most important. Both countries feel 
very much united in their goals. The differences between the governments have been minor on the whole. 
And I think the current government has been pleasantly surprised by the strength of the American 
response to the invasion of Ukraine. That the current government was slow at first to recognize that Joe 
Biden won the election is ancient history now.

JZ: As far as the war is concerned, what's your main worry?

LF: I'm worried whether the West will be able to stay united and to sustain the intense pressure on Russia 
that will be needed, and for a long time. That said the transatlantic unity has remained strong, so far. On 
the other hand, China is not making the right choices. Neither is India, or much of the Middle East. I don't 
know what can be done to change that. It's going to take a long time to make sure Putin properly pays for 
the war.

JZ: Yes, the war seemed to have strengthen the transatlantic ties.

LF: Yes. I agree. The war has reminded both sides of the Atlantic how closely tied our interests are and 
how fundamental it is that we stick together. There's just no silver lining in a brutal war like this, but 
that's important. And now comes another test of maintaining those ties over the long-term. 
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Padraic Kenney: I think there are several things going on here. In Poland, there is a longing to recapture 
the experience of solidarity – with a small ‘s’ – that for many people is ancient history now. Anybody 
who’s under 60 really didn't experience that first Solidarity, but the union has had a powerful influence on 
people. We can see a number of moments over the last forty years where that feeling has returned. I was 
in Poland in 1989, and I remember very well when the Romanian Revolution happened in December of 
that year. The first news from Romania suggested that thousands of people had been killed in Bucharest. 
My wife and I lined up to give blood, and we saw a lot of people wanting to do the same because, we all 
felt, we needed to support the people of Romania. If we fast forward to the Orange Revolution in Ukraine 
in 2004, there was, once again, this powerful sense of ‘this is our time, this is something that we, Poles, 
know how to do.’ Especially young Poles, who didn’t get to experience Solidarity, felt that this was their 
opportunity to build democracy and to experience that wonderful thing. To an extent, this was also 
behind the initial support for the Polish role in the occupation in Iraq. Not all Poles supported it and very 
few Poles were going there, but there was a sense of ‘yeah, this is our brand.’ So, you can see over the last 
forty years – and especially over the last twenty or twenty-five years – that kind of recurrence of a sense 
that ‘this is what Poles do.’

JZ: So, one part is the experience of solidarity. 

PK: Another one, overlapping with solidarity, is the impetus towards helping from a Christian perspective 
– ‘this is what a Catholic does.’ Social assistance has very often been organized through the church as it
was the case during the flood in the spring of 1997. It was the church where you went to help or to get
help. Of course, the church was not the only place where water and food were distributed. But the church
as an institution of social assistance remains important even if many Poles have decided that the church
no longer speaks to them or for them. And third, there’s a tradition of activism. Over the last seven years,
the government has cracked down on important institutions of public life, like the courts, but also on
important institutions of society, like the media, and other social organizations. This crackdown has
pushed Poles to say: ‘we need to move in to fill this gap.’ That’s how we can understand the really
powerful protests by women over abortion, in particular, but also many other protests.

Interview with Padraic Kenney

Padraic Kenney is the Associate Dean for Social and 
Historical Sciences and Graduate Education in the College of 
Arts and Sciences, and a professor of History and International 
Studies at Indiana University. He specializes in social and 
political change, in particular civil resistance to authoritarian 
regimes and democratic revolutions. His most recent book, 
Dance in Chains: Political Imprisonment in the Modern World, 
examines political prisoners and imprisoning regimes.

Justyna Zając: Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, by 
mid-April, Poland accepted about 2.7 million Ukrainian 
refugees. According to public opinion polls, 94% of Poles 
accept refugees from Ukraine. How would you explain 
why Poles have welcomed Ukrainians with open arms? 
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Let’s recognize that this has not been happening in other countries in the region. There have been 
manifestations of social activism, for example, in Hungary in the 1990s, but there’s no comparison. 
Poland’s tradition of activism is much stronger and deeper. It’s just natural that, in Poland, you have 
this sense of ‘we need to do something, we need to be engaged.’ It’s part of the Polish psyche and self-
identification. 

JZ: But isn’t this activism limited to helping people who are similar culturally? 

PK: Yes, you’re absolutely right. This points to another reason why there’s been an outpouring of 
support for the Ukrainians. When surveyed, about half of Poles had specifically said that they did not 
support letting in the refugees from Afghanistan, Yemen, Syria, and Sudan when they were – and still 
are – on the Belarusian border. But the recent sequence of events might have also revealed two reasons 
that explain the willingness of Poles to help Ukrainian refugees. On the one hand, ‘they are like us.’ On 
the other hand, ‘we feel a little guilty.’ I’ll be speaking in a Christian sense here. The first stranger came 
to our home in 2015. We refused him shelter. Kaczynski said these people were bringing disease and the 
like, and a lot of people bought that. A second stranger came to our home in 2021, and we felt a little bit 
of subconscious guilt that we had already turned somebody away, and we felt bad about it. We now have 
the third stranger – the Ukrainians.

JZ: What else would explain why Poles have welcomed this ‘third stranger’? 

PK: There are a couple of things. First, one could imagine a situation in which the Polish response 
would be, essentially, to turn Poland into a bunker. ‘We’ve got to arm our borders. We can’t let anybody 
through. Who knows who these Ukrainians are? Half of them are speaking Russian. We can’t tell 
Russians and Ukrainians apart.’ That hasn’t happened – which is great. Then, there’s this idea that 
there’s no independent Poland without an independent Ukraine. There was not something that every 
Pole would’ve said thirty years ago. It was not uncommon among Poles to say that Ukrainians were all 
Poles after all, and Ukraine wasn’t really a country. The really great thing in the Polish case is how that 
has changed over these years and, especially, in the last few months. The image of Ukrainians has 
changed, too – and very suddenly. In the 1990s, the average Pole would say ‘Ukrainian’ the way they 
would say ‘criminal,’ that Ukrainians have brought crime to Poland. That was very common through the 
1990s. This image has changed thanks to the Orange Revolution, thanks to the leadership of many 
Polish politicians, and thanks to the encounters between Ukrainian culture and Polish culture. And 
then, there’s the sheer presence of a million and a half Ukrainian workers in Poland. It has become 
commonplace, for example, to go to a store and hear the Polish language spoken with a Ukrainian 
accent. People have just gotten used to that. Poles started to realize that these were actually people who 
they felt comfortable with. And, therefore, there has been a more welcoming attitude. 

JZ: And so, the image of Ukrainians and the relationship between Ukrainians and Poles have 
become more positive.

PK: Yes, definitely. But this is not the only example of that change of attitudes. Polish attitudes towards 
Germans have also changed. If we go back thirty years, the typical Polish attitude toward the Germans 
was: ‘I don’t trust them. I fear them. If they’re visiting, it is because they want to take, say, Wrocław or 
Gdańsk. And we certainly don’t want to cooperate with them.’ We jump ahead thirty years. If you were 
to say something like that now, people would look at you like you were nuts. Those ideas don’t have any 
valence in the Polish society anymore. Of course, we can still see very powerful strains of xenophobia in 
Poland. No question about it. But Polish society has shown really surprising changes in attitudes, in 
particular in these two areas: attitudes towards Germans and Ukrainians.  
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JZ: Speaking of positive changes, there’s this amazing activism and solidarity among Poles. Civil 
society, however, has been under the government’s pressure in recent years. Do you think this 
can be the moment that may breathe a new life into civil society in Poland? 

PK: I don’t think so because, I think, civil society is already robust in Poland. We are at a very interesting 
moment where, as one of my colleagues commented not too long ago, it looks as if what we have in 
Poland now is a ‘civil society state.’ We can see huge state functions, like the housing, feeding and 
supporting of millions of people – which is a state function – being undertaken by civil society. It’s been 
happening at the level of ordinary people who are just suddenly mobilizing institutions which aren’t set 
up for this. I’m talking about academic institutions or sports clubs that are suddenly saying ‘our gym is 
now going to house refugees.’ It’s been also happening at the municipal level, where cities are, sort of, a 
halfway between state and civil society. They’re doing things that the state is supposed to do. The state is 
reaping some of the credit because, from outside – say, from the perspective of the United States – you 
can say that ‘Poland’ is helping Ukraine, which isn’t exactly true. ‘Poles and Polish civil society’ are 
helping Ukraine. This is a kind of an inflection point for civil society. On the other hand, civil society is 
exhausted, and people are doing things way beyond their expectations. And the state is doing much less 
than it could do. It is a relatively incompetent state that has been hollowed out by the Kaczyński regime. 
It is possible that, at some point, civil society may say: ‘Okay, this is ridiculous. We are being asked to 
take on things we can’t really handle, and the only way we can change things is by changing the state.’ 
But it’s also possible that people will say: ‘Alright, this is all we can do. There’s just no more bandwidth.’ 
And I don't think one can ask more of civil society right now than what it is showing. 

JZ: It looks like almost every Pole is doing something to help.

PK: Let me just give one example of that. I was trying to help a young Ukrainian in Wrocław find some 
activities while he was a refugee there. He’s a teenager, and he mentioned that he liked rock climbing.       
I reached out to a friend who was very active in a rock-climbing community. My friend wrote back to me: 
‘Dude, I’d love to help, but everyone in the climbing community has been doing nothing but helping 
Ukrainians for the last two weeks. We are completely maxed out.’ I thought ‘wow, the climbing 
community is helping Ukrainians. That’s incredible!’ A day later, my friend wrote back to me and said: 
‘Hey Padraic, I was able to get a good night’s sleep. Yeah, let me help him.’ Of course, rock climbing is 
not even remotely as important as some other things that he and others were doing. But it reminds us 
how vast and unexpected the size of civil society is.

JZ: I see that despite the war, there are hopeful changes in Polish society. So, we can end on a 
positive note, can’t we? 

PK: In Poland, over the last seven years, we have constantly looked forward towards the next election 
where things will change or the next action by the government. And it hasn’t worked, has it? That has 
been a very reactive approach. So, maybe this is a good thing that we have to think entirely differently. 

JZ: Like changes are happening now, and we are part of these changes…

PK: Yes. We’re existing in the here and now. We need to be thinking about accomplishing things in the 
present, believing that positive actions now will bring positive change in the future. 
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Interview with Elizabeth Cullen Dunn

Elizabeth Cullen Dunn is the Director of Indiana University’s Center for Refugee Studies, former interim-
Director of the Polish Studies Center, and a Professor of Geography. Professor Dunn’s work focuses on 
forced migration and food studies. Her latest book, No Path Home: Humanitarian Camps and the Grief of 
Displacement, looks critically at the refugee camp as a space of both bureaucratic regulation and existential 
crisis.

JZ: As I recall, you were also in Georgia after the Georgia-Russia war. When you arrived to Poland 
in March, what was your first impression of the attitudes of people? Was it different from your 
previous experiences in other places?

ED: I never thought I would say the phrase “this is not my first Russian invasion,” but the 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine is my third. During the first Russian invasion I observed, in Georgia fourteen years ago, the 
response was overwhelmingly led by UN organizations and foreign governments. The UN was gathering 
funds from donor governments through what they call the flash appeal and then sub-contracting the work 
of aid out to international NGOs, which in turn sub-contracted it out to local NGOs. The response was 
overwhelmingly carried out by foreign-funded formalized organizations. That was not true in Poland, this 
time. When we first got to the border, which was on the eleventh day of the war, maybe twelfth, there 
were zero foreign non-governmental organizations working there. Zero. The UN High Commission on 
Refugees was not there. Save the Children was not there. On about the twentieth day of the war, we 
started to see World Central Kitchen, an American based NGO, which provides hot meals to people who 
are on the move. It’s not a long-term support but, rather, a very short-term emergency response. That was 
the only international NGO we observed working. International Organization for Migration set up a tent, 
but the tent was empty – and we looked at it every day for fourteen days, and it was empty.

JZ: Do you know why?

ED: I don’t know. It’s possible that they had problems getting government authorizations. But what I do 
know is that the response that did happen was either by Polish local organizations, mostly tiny local 
groups, or by individually organized volunteers who were coordinating their activity over the Internet. 

Justyna Zając: You have just returned from Poland. Tell 
us about your trip. 

Elizabeth Dunn: I spent about fifteen days in Poland, the 
bulk of our time on the Polish-Ukrainian border. My colleague 
Iwona Kaliszewska, from the University of Warsaw, and I went 
to four border crossings and spent about a day at each one. 
We also spent quite a lot of time at transit shelters. Each one 
of them housed thousands of people who were staying a night 
or two while they made plans to go on elsewhere. We also 
spent time at two Warsaw train stations and a Warsaw “shop” 
for refugees where everything was free. So, we got to see a 
wide variety of a volunteer-led response, which was quite 
amazing. I have been doing research on refugees for about 
fourteen years, and I don’t think I’ve ever seen an entire 
country mobilized like this all at once.
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JZ: Any examples that stand out?

ED:  When the emergency happened and people started flowing over the border, on the very first day, 
Koło Gospodyń Wiejskich (Rural Housewives’ Circles - JZ), an organization founded in 1918, served hot 
soup every day. I mean, exactly what your Polish grandma would give you. When we were talking to them, 
we found out that they were organizing village by village. Each village or town took a turn with Koło 
Gospodyń Wiejskich providing all the meals for that day. And they were feeding tens of thousands of 
people a day with food that they made themselves in their houses, food that they grew themselves on their 
land. That was the amazing part, nothing short of a miracle. I’ve never seen anything like it. Or, take the 
local volunteer firefighters. They were doing almost all of the transport from the border to the train 
stations or bus stations, bringing people directly to Warsaw or Cracow. Individual volunteers were 
important, too. At the transit shelters, we saw that said “France” or “Germany.” These were volunteers who 
had come from those countries on their own initiative. They picked people up and they drove them to 
places where they had family, friends or hosts who could help them. And we saw the eighteen-wheelers 
with aid that came from Spain, totally self-organized. Volunteers from around the world unloaded that 
stuff, sorted it, and passed it out. It was just a heartwarming thing to see.

JZ: It was widely reported that, among the refugees, the majority were women, children, and the 
elderly. Is it correct?

ED: Yes, because of the state of martial law in Ukraine, Ukraine has banned all men between the ages           
of 18 and 65 from leaving the country. So, the majority of these people were women and young children.      
A lot of them were people who had not yet experienced the war, but who were leaving because they 
thought the war was coming to them. Many of them were middle-class or well-to-do. In the first wave          
of refugees, we saw people crossing the border in BMWs. When we were up in Warsaw, we saw the entire 
parking lot of Warsaw Sheraton full of Ukrainian license plates.

JZ: How has it been changing?

ED: As wars go on, people who come out tend to be older. Old people have a hard time getting out. It 
takes a lot of physical mobility to leave. So many of them decided to ride out the war because they thought 
it would be short or they just didn’t know what to do. As things get worse, as the power gets cut off, as the 
food supply dwindles, as there is no fresh water, as people are in more desperate situations, those who 
start coming out are older and poorer because getting out costs a lot of money. They are also generally 
sicker and, especially now, really traumatized and their emotional state is not good. 

JZ: And we’re talking about a large number of refugees who arrived in Poland in a very short time.

ED: Three million! Three million people in under a month. Not all of them have stayed. A lot of them have 
transited through Poland into Germany or Italy, or France, or Sweden. But Warsaw alone has 300,000 new 
people.

JZ: Do you think that a backlash against Ukrainian refugees in Poland is possible?

ED: There’s a couple of interesting things about this whole situation. First of all, the Polish government 
did not do a lot of emergency response. It was not at the border, and it was not funding the emergency 
help. But it very quickly gave everybody a PESEL (a government ID number – JZ) that gave people access 
to schools, hospitals and medical care. That’s an advantage that few refugees in the world get. It also 
made it legal for Ukrainians to work throughout the European Union. And that kind of access to a high-
value labor market has never been seen before, never in history. So, I think, most Ukrainians are settling
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into work. Poland is really excited about this because it has a labor shortage. A shortage of labor was really 
limiting, and Poland needed workers from home health care aides to restaurant workers, from 
warehousing to graphic design or computer programming. Ukrainians are being very welcomed not just 
because there’s sympathy for them, but because they fill a real need. And that’s true across the European 
Union. We’re talking about highly educated, skilled people who are starting to work within weeks or 
months. So, I think that will contain the backlash quite a lot. Also, the Ukrainians are not in a camp, 
they’re not grouped in the way the Syrians were. They’re not going to be very noticeable because they are 
so spread out. Poland already had 1.8 million Ukrainians working legally. I really don’t think that that the 
backlash is going to happen because they’re economically necessary. 

JZ: Ukrainians are also similar culturally, which may it easier for them to adapt to Polish society. 
And the languages are similar.

ED: Yes, you can certainly hear what the Ukrainian accent in Polish sounds like, but the fact that many 
people mistook me for Ukrainian really says something. And by the way, that’s been true for the entire 
time that I've worked in southeastern Poland. People always think I’m Ukrainian because foreigners there 
are usually Ukrainian. This question of cultural similarity means that two things aren’t happening. One is 
that when you compare the treatment of the Ukrainians by the Poles and the Polish government to the 
treatment of the Syrians who are coming to the Belarusian border, you see a lot less overt racism. 
Ukrainians are white – and to pretend that there isn’t racism in Poland would be wrong. There is racism in 
Poland. There’s also religious bigotry. And many people over the last 20 years have been encouraged by the 
government and by the Catholic Church to think of Muslims as the enemy. And Muslims have been, in 
unfair ways, demonized by both the government, the church as well as by the Polish far right. Syrians were 
seen as immediately suspect, immediately dangerous, immediately associated with terrorism. But that’s 
not true for Ukrainians. There is this element of better treatment because they are white and Christian, 
and you can’t deny that. 

JZ: Was your trip to Poland part of your broader project that you’ve been working on – or planning 
to work on?

ED: My work over the last fourteen years has really focused on humanitarian response, refugee 
movements, and large population flows. I’ve been a very strong critic of the international humanitarian 
system, which eats up a lot of money but which doesn’t provide much help and the help that it provides is 
not helpful. Seeing this volunteer response reminded me about a difference between the hotel industry 
and Airbnb. The hotel industry is dominated by very large, very rigid, very bureaucratized companies like 
Hilton and Marriott. When Airbnb came, it didn’t ask Hilton or Marriott to change. Airbnb used new 
technology to go around a very rigid system and created much more flexible system which many, many 
people could enter and leave at will. And that’s what’s happening in Poland with humanitarianism right 
now. I think that’s extremely significant. It shows a whole new model of humanitarian aid in which people 
help people without that being mediated by states or by international organizations. To me, that’s utterly 
fascinating. It tells me that a whole new way of providing humanitarian aid has arrived. It tells me too that 
this war marks the end of the 1989 post-Cold War period. Now we’re in something different. This massive 
social mobilization to provide aid tells me that people have now accepted that they are abandoned by the 
state. But they’re not accepting that this means that they’re alone. They’re trying to create organizations 
around and outside the state. This very quintessentially Polish notion of solidarity and an independent 
civil society that acts to protect itself has come back in absolute force. In this horrifying war, that is the 
best thing I have seen.
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IU FACULTY PROJECTS WITH POLISH PARTNERS

Interview with Frank Nierzwicki

Frank Nierzwicki, Jr. is a Clinical Assistant Professor at Paul H. O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. An urban studies practitioner as well as an educator, Nierzwicki has worked at the 
state and local governmental levels for over thirty years in the Midwest in policy development and 
implementation. He has severed on state, regional, and local boards on intergovernmental affairs and 
community development. Frank has been leading the collaboration between the O’Neill School, Indiana 
University and the Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies, University of Warsaw.  

Justyna Zając: Could you tell us how cooperation between the O’Neill School and the University of 
Warsaw started?

Frank Nierzwicki: Actually, I’ve been involved with Polish Study Center as a student since 1982. But when 
I came on full-time at O’Neill in 2015, I had a lunch with our dean. He asked me if I wanted to start an 
overseas program in Poland. And it was like, okay, what do I have to do? So, I went on a trip that first year 
just to check out the locations. I also browsed the faculty on the Warsaw campus who were close to what 
we were doing at O’Neill. That’s how I got in touch with the faculty from geography and regional studies. 
Then, I went to department heads and that led to more professional interactions. Soon, the University of 
Warsaw wanted to have a separate agreement with O’Neill. I worked with the faculty from both 
universities for about two years, and we signed the agreement in June 2019. That's how we started this 
relationship, and now we are building on it. We have a faculty exchange program, which means up to two 
faculty members go between O’Neill and the Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies each year. I was 
able to get a Global Service-Learning grant from CITL and we’ll be offering classes at the University of 
Warsaw next May. The next step would be to have a student exchange program. 

JZ: You traveled to Poland with your O’Neill School’s students in March. What was the purpose of 
your visit?  

FN: It was the fifth time I've taken students to Poland. 
We spent the first three days in Warsaw. We had 
classes at the University of Warsaw and lots of 
interactions with the faculty. Actually, we had a social 
mixer with the faculty and with the Dean of 
International Cooperation. We ended up talking about 
future endeavors between O'Neill and the Faculty of 
Geography and Regional Studies.  And we walked a 
lot. We tried to see as much as possible in a very short 
time. Museum of the history of Polish Jews, the Old 
Town…Then, we got on a bus and went to Cracow.

JZ: What did you do in Cracow?

FN: I’m in a good relationship with faculty members at the Jagiellonian University. So, those professors 
joined us. We stayed in the guest house near the Jagiellonian University by the Main Square. Obviously, 
students loved the Square. We ended up going to the salt mine in Wieliczka. 
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Then, we went to Auschwitz. It was very emotional. I had students who had family members there. But this 
year was different – the war in Ukraine. There were very many refugees from Ukraine. You could see them 
everywhere. At the train station, people set up food stands and PlayStations for the kids. I was very pleased 
to see how the Poles were helping the Ukrainian refugees. But it was heartbreaking. We had a graduate 
student from Ukraine who gave a lecture when we were in Cracow. He spoke fluent English, but he gave 
the presentation in Ukrainian, with a translator. And the translator started to cry… This is one of the 
reasons why I do this. It’s so rewarding to see the students and the faculty from both sides interact with 
each other.

JZ: You were also in Legionowo – a small town near Warsaw. What brought you there?

FN: We’ve been trying to build our program from the bottom up and keep adding layers to it. So, I have           
a capstone class. And that capstone class is to work with Legionowo on projects in the community. We 
look at community development issues, areas and neighborhoods in the town, housing, capital 
development, but also human development – and future interactions between Indiana University, the 
University of Warsaw, and Legionowo. One day, the major of Legionowo took me aside said to me that         
he didn’t think Americans would show up. He thought people would be too scared to come and that we 
wouldn’t follow through. I explained to him that it was very important for us to do this. It was important 
for my students,   I told him, to be in Poland, in a NATO-protected country. The timing of our trip was 
completely different from the times when Tim Wiles took his students to Poland during the martial law        
in the 1980s. Still, the major was surprised – and very pleased – that we showed up. 

JZ: It looks like you and your students saw and experienced a lot.

FN: Yeah. Let me say one more thing. We had twenty of our students in Legionowo. At the end of our stay, 
the mayor organized a social event in the city hall for us. We got cakes and coffee and everything else. 
Now, Legionowo was a collection point for the refugees. People were bringing in couches, furniture, all 
kinds of things. At some point, I turned around, and I saw that I was missing, like, five students. Okey, 
where did they go? It turned out they went shopping for the refugees. They brought back five different 
shopping carts with goods they bought for the refugees. I guess what I’m trying to say is this: what the 
Poles have been doing for the refugees came across to my students. Big time…
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Interview with Malgorzata Cavar, Bartłomiej Czaplicki & 
Paula Orzechowska

Bartłomiej Czaplicki, an Associate Professor at the Institute of English Studies at the University of 
Warsaw and Paula Orzechowska, an Associate Professor at the Faculty of English at the Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznań – were recipients of the Kosciuszko Foundation Fellowship and visiting 
scholars at Indiana University in October 2021-January 2022. 

Małgorzata Cavar is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Linguistic and the Departments of 
Slavic and East European Languages and Cultures at the Indiana University. She co-moderates the 
LINGUIST List @ https://linguistlist.org/  

Malgorzata, Bartłomiej and Paula have carried out a joint project on consonantal clusters in Polish and 
Ukrainian languages. 

Justyna Zając: Małgosia, what kind of research do you do at the Indiana University?

Małgorzata Cavar: I've a joint appointment with ¾ FTE in Linguistics and ¼ in Slavics. My research area      
is phonology, as I describe it, ‘the grammar of speech sounds’. I'm interested in what sequences of sounds 
are allowed or disallowed in a given language and why, how a sound structure of language changes 
historically, and how a sound structure of another language is acquired when we learn a foreign language. 
The biggest theme during my last five years at IU has been the study of the articulation of speech sounds 
using the novel 3D/4D ultrasound equipment in the Speech Lab of Professor Steven Lulich in the 
Department of Speech and Hearing. This absolutely unique research setting allows me to zoom at very fine 
details of articulation and analyze the impact of nuances in articulation on the shape and development           
of the phonological systems. I focus on Slavic languages. I've looked primarily at Polish, Russian and 
Ukrainian, but I’m planning to expand to other languages, also outside of the Slavic language family.

JZ: How did it happen that three of you set up a joint project?

Bartłomiej Czaplicki: I started my collaboration with Małgosia two years 
ago when I participated in a month-long bilateral IU-UW program. I 
assisted in the process of recording and data collection using the 3D/4D 
ultrasound machine in the Speech and Hearing Lab. Together, we recorded 
speakers from western Ukraine (different dialects of Ukrainian differ in 
details of articulation) and analyzed the articulation of back fricatives. 
Earlier descriptions of these sounds required verification using empirical 
evidence, as they were largely impressionistic or gave us information about 
the articulation of sounds only indirectly via acoustic analysis. Our 
findings can be used by language teachers and speech therapists. 

Paula Orzechowska: I met Małgosia at a linguistic conference in Potsdam 
in 2019 where she presented her work on using ultrasonography. I immediately understood the power of 
this method in verifying phonological models and theories, questioning dominant views, and – possibly – 
opening new areas of research. As Bartłomiej said, the Speech and Hearing Lab is an excellent place to 
pursue such studies. 

JZ: Your joint project focuses on the Polish language. Is that correct?

BCz: Yes. Very recently, Małgosia, Paula, and I've tried to determine how the articulation of sound 
sequences is modified depending on the rate of speech, word structure, and word frequency. We used 

Bartek in the Lab.
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3D/4D ultrasound technology to study the movements of the tongue in real time while producing speech. 
The technology is completely non-invasive and offers the possibility of obtaining a 3D image of the tongue 
at a particular point in time.

PO: To be very specific, we’ve investigated sequences of consonants in Polish. In general, consonant 
clusters are relatively rare across the world languages. But Polish allows for a great variety of such clusters. 
We were interested in finding out whether native speakers simplify complex structures in spontaneous 
speech. One of our hypotheses was that speakers set articulatory targets based on word frequency. That is, 
sequences of consonants found in frequent words tend to be modified to sound more similar to each other. 
Such assimilatory processes are less expected in low-frequency words. 

JZ: Was it difficult to find Polish-native speakers in Bloomington? 

BCz: Małgosia used her personal network of friends and colleagues to connect with others. The Polish 
Studies Center was also very helpful in finding participants.

PO: That’s true. I had the opportunity to take part in some events organized by the PSC. I must say I’ve 
particularly fond memories of the Holliday Party where I met the local Polish community. I find such 
initiatives very important. I worked in academic institutions outside of Poland for several years, and                 
I fully appreciate the efforts of the PSC to promote Polish culture and give Poles abroad the home-like 
feeling, which we miss a lot. I felt very welcomed by the PSC, and – personally – by you, Justyna.

JZ: Are you planning to continue working together?  

MC: Of course! In fall, I will be on sabbatical. I am planning to 
spend most of the semester in Poland. I will definitely continue 
working on the data we collected with Bartek and Paula. I’m 
planning to take with me the portable 2D ultrasound equipment.        
I originally wanted to collect more data in Ukraine but given the 
dramatic situation, it will probably be relatively easy to find study 
participants in Poland. I also want to collect articulatory data of 
Kashubian, which for many years has been Bartek’s focal interest. 
It’s a Slavic language that for many years has been considered a 
dialect of Polish. Again, there are impressionistic descriptive and 
acoustic studies but not a direct study of articulation of speech 
sounds in Kashubian. 

PO: The research project at IU was an extension of my previous 
work on consonant clusters using psycholinguistic and neurolinguistic methods. In Bloomington, Małgosia 
and I had numerous discussions on phonological representations. We decided to test our ideas in a 
reaction time study, which is currently in preparation, and which will be conducted at IU. 

JZ: What’s your biggest professional takeaway from your stay at Indiana University? 

BCz: I had a wonderful experience during my both visits here, in 2019 and 2021-22, Thanks to the help of 
the wonderful people at the Speech and Hearing Lab at IU – and especially Professor Steven Lulich – I 
learned how to operate the 3D/4D ultrasound machine.

PO: Within four months, I learned to program and run USG experiments and analyses USG images, for 
which I am very thankful to Professor Lulich and Małgosia.

Małgosia, Paula & Bartek 
celebrating Halloween. 
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Interview with Maria Mastalerz & Agnieszka Drobniak

Agnieszka Drobniak is a research geologist at Indiana Geological & Water Survey, Indiana University 
Bloomington. In her research, Agnieszka focuses on energy resources, critical elements, and pellet fuels. 

Maria Mastalerz is a senior scientist at Indiana Geological & Water Survey and an adjunct professor at the 
Department of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, Indiana University Bloomington. Her area of expertise is 
coal geology, organic petrology, and geochemistry. 

Maria and Agnieszka have been working together on biomass energy research project with their 
colleagues from the University of Silesia, Katowice. 

Justyna Zając: What kind of research do you do at IU?

Agnieszka Drobniak, Maria Mastalerz: Our research at Indiana University focuses on energy sources 
and, being geologists by training, we have worked on a variety of issues related to documentation of 
available energy resources (coal, oil, gas), resource utilization (such as combustion, gasification), and 
environmental implication of their use such as atmospheric emissions and carbon dioxide storage in 
geologic formations. Our research involves both field work and laboratory studies. In laboratory, we 
utilize multiple techniques, including material science, spectroscopic, and microscopic techniques. One 
of our recent areas of interest is generation of energy from biomass, and our microscopy techniques used 
previously on fossil fuels have proven to be very applicable and beneficial for biomass characterization. 

JZ: Why is your biomass energy project important? 

AD, MM: Biomass is one of the renewable energy sources that can be used to generate heat, electricity, or 
for grilling. As the interest in renewable energy rises and the use of abundant solid biomass grows, it is 
critical to understand how biomass-based fuel properties influence combustion emissions, impact human 
health, and our environment. Our analyses of charcoal and wood-based pellets shows that biomass fuels 
can contain wide array of contaminants. Most importantly, upon processing, the presence of these 
impurities can lead to emissions of carcinogenic compounds and harmful particulate matter suspended in 
smoke. Therefore, it is essential to investigate the purity of solid biomass fuels available on the market 
and examine if these fuels are of the highest possible quality before reaching consumers. 

Maria Mastalerz in her lab in Bloomington. 

Michał Daszykowski, Agnieszka Drobniak & Iwona Jelonek 
at University of Silesia in Katowice. 
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JZ: How did you come up with an idea of developing a biomass energy research project?

AD, MM: The relationship between fuels quality, emissions they generate and their impact on human 
health and our environment is very complex. To study these relationships, it is important to bring together 
experts from various scientific disciplines and bioenergy industry. Members of our team are geologists, 
chemists, organic petrographers, and statisticians. We hope to extend our collaboration to colleagues from 
various universities and countries who can bring even more diverse knowledge and analytical experience. 

JZ: Tell us about your collaboration with the Silesia University and other Polish partners.

AD, MM: Research on impurities in charcoal-based grilling fuels was initiated in 2016 by Zbigniew and 
Iwona Jelonek from the University of Silesia in Katowice. The four of us met at a conference in 
Bloomington in 2019 and our conversations about biomass energy led to forming a research group. Clearly, 
speaking the same language (Polish) helped to develop this very effective collaboration. This year, we also 
began collaboration with Grzegorz Lis from Wrocław University, and hopefully soon this collaboration will 
be extended to other scientists from Polish universities and Polish biomass industry representatives. 
Because one of our goals is to promote the use of biomass as an energy source and to enhance public 
knowledge about bioenergy, we established the Centre for Biomass Energy Research and Education at the 
University of Silesia. 

JZ: Why did you choose the University of Silesia for the Centre?

AD, MM: Because utilization of biomass is growing rapidly, especially in Europe, and because our 
colleagues from the University of Silesia pioneered microscopic analyses of biomass. The University              
of Silesia was the most obvious place for this center. The goal of the Centre for Biomass Energy Research 
and Education is to conduct and to promote dynamic and interdisciplinary biomass energy research by 
enhancing collaboration between scientists and industry. We also want to expand public awareness              
of biomass utilization to promote its use in a safe and environmentally responsible way. 

JZ: Have any institutions been interested in applying your research in their activities? 

AD, MM: We've presented our research to the International Standardization Organization, North 
American Pellet Fuel Institute, and the Society for Organic Petrology and the International Committee    
for Coal and Organic Petrology. We can already see our colleagues expressing interest in conducting 
biomass energy research and collaborating with us. We're also working towards standardization of our 
microscopic methodology to characterize biomass. Standardizing is a long process but a necessary one that 
would allow our analytical technique to be included in a mandatory biomass quality testing. 

JZ: What are your plans for the near future?

AD, MM: Our immediate next steps are to continue our biomass characterization with a goal to refine 
component classifications and improve reproducibility of our microscopic analysis and promote our work 
with a hope that our methodology of impurities detection will be standardized and broadly implemented. 
We believe that this would help to achieve the highest possible fuels quality, leading to maximizing human 
safety and preventing unnecessary and hazardous air pollution. We also plan to extend our study to 
various types of biomasses and gain more insight about the relationship between fuel quality, emissions 
and environmental impact of biomass use. Of course, we hope that the recently established Centre for 
Biomass Energy Research and Education will be a great way to bring together scientists and bioenergy 
industry for even more exciting future research.

20

https://www.biomass.edu.pl/


VISITING SCHOLARS

Ewa Bogula is a PhD candidate at the University of Warsaw. She is 
presently working on her doctoral dissertation about Polish piano 
concertos (1850–1918). Ewa is also the Chief Specialist in the Research and 
Publishing Department at the Fryderyk Chopin Institute and the Editor in 
Chief of the Chopin Competition Magazine Chopin Courier. Ewa was a 
visiting researcher at the Department of Musicology, Jacobs School of 
Music in spring 2022.

Bartłomiej Czaplicki is an Associate Professor in the English Language 
Institute at the University of Warsaw. As the recipient of a Kosciuszko 
Foundation Fellowship, he was a visiting scholar at IUB from October 2021 
through January 2022. Bartłomiej has conducted a joint project with 
Malgorzata Cavar (Linguistics/Slavic) and Paula Orzechowska (also a 
Kosciuszko Foundation Fellowship recipient) on an investigation of 
consonantal clusters in Polish and Ukrainian.

Magdalena Cabaj has a joint Ph.D. in philosophy and literature from 
École Normale Supérieure in Paris and the University of Warsaw. With 
background in a philosophy and literature, her research focuses on 
comparative literature, gender studies, and intersexuality. In fall 2021, 
Magdalena was a Kosciuszko Foundation Teaching Fellow and a visiting 
lecturer of Polish language and culture at the Department of Slavic and 
East European Languages and Cultures. 

Paula Orzechowska is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of English at 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. As the recipient of a Kosciuszko 
Foundation Fellowship, she was a visiting scholar at IUB from October 2021 
through January 2022. Paula has conducted a joint project with Malgorzata 
Cavar (Linguistics/Slavic) and Bartłomiej Czaplicki (also a Kosciuszko 
Foundation Fellowship recipient) on an investigation of consonantal 
clusters in Polish and Ukrainian.

Hanna Schreiber is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Political 
Science and International Studies at the University of Warsaw. Her 
research areas include cultural heritage in international relations, 
UNESCO international cultural heritage regimes with the focus on the 
2003 Intangible Heritage Convention, cross-cultural awareness, sociology, 
and anthropology of/in international relations. She was a visiting scholar 
at the Ostrom Workshop in spring 2022.   
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Justyna Zając: Ewa, this is your second visit to IU. What 
brings you back to Bloomington?

Ewa Bogula: Bloomington is an amazing town with a great 
academic tradition. When I’m here, in Bloomington, I feel 
sometimes as if I were a character from The Glass Bead Game 
by Hermann Hesse. Indiana University has a rich cultural 
offer that fascinates me and inspires me. Opera and Ballet 
Theater, Auditorium concerts, the Bach Cantata Project – 
there are plenty of muses here. It is just a unique place for 
doing research.

JZ: Tell us about your current research.

competitions in the world. It is a publisher of books about Chopin and a broader context of Chopin’s 
music, for example the Polish edition of Halina Goldberg’s excellent book Music in Chopin's Warsaw. 
There is already another ongoing project with Halina Goldberg concerning Chopin’s professor Józef 
Elsener. So, I can see plenty of room for collaboration between the Chopin Institute and the Jacobs School 
of Music, and I hope there will be more common projects in the future. 

JZ: I’m keeping my fingers crossed. I believe you will complete your dissertation project successfully and 
soon. 

EB: Thank you! I am planning to finish my Ph.D. thesis by the end of 2023. Let me add that I am grateful 
to the Kosciuszko Foundation for the financial support and the possibility to work at IU and my campus 
host – the Musicology Department.

Interview with Ewa Bogula 

EB: My research focuses on the Polish piano music of the 19th century. I investigate a genre of piano 
concerto written by the Polish composers from about 1850 to 1918. The latter is a very important date –  
a date of Polish independence. This period is seen as a second half of the so-called “long 19th century” 
and Polish composers often, even at the beginning of 20th century, still wrote in the romantic style. 
What matters to me is to research different composers from Polish music history working in this genre. 
It was typical for those composers to travel around the world – perform in Europe but also in the United 
States. It was in the United States, at the turn of the 19th and 20th century, where they also tried to 
develop their musical careers.

JZ: Why did you decide to do your research in Bloomington?

EB: Yes, one could ask why I am doing my research on Polish piano music in Bloomington. That’s 
because, these composers, for example, Ignacy Jan Paderewski or Zygmunt Stojowski built their musical 
careers here in the United States. Therefore, in addition to primary sources such as manuscripts – and 
some of them are available only in the United States – I am looking for a contextual material, like 
national and local press, that is as important as primary sources. By analyzing this material, I can see 
how important this music was for the American public, how it was received, what the reviews were, so        
I can analyze the reception of the music of Polish composers in the United States. 

JZ: Your research is part of your Ph.D. project, isn’t it?

EB: I’m a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Warsaw, and I have been working on my doctoral 
dissertation. Here, in Bloomington, I am a visiting researcher at the Jacob School of Music in the 
Musicology Department sponsored by Kosciuszko Foundation. I work with Professor Halina Goldberg 
who is a chair of the Musicology Department, an excellent mentor and a specialist in Polish music and 
also an expert in the romantic piano music. 
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JZ: In addition to working on your Ph.D., you have a professional position at the Fryderyk Chopin 
Institute. Would you tell us more about the Institute? 

EB: The Chopin Institute is a public cultural institution located in Warsaw. It is the organizer, among 
other things, of the International Chopin Piano Competition – a well-known and one the oldest piano 
competitions in the world. It is a publisher of books about Chopin and a broader context of 
Chopin’smusic, for example the Polish edition of Halina Goldberg’s excellent book Music in Chopin's 
Warsaw. There is already another ongoing project with Halina Goldberg concerning Chopin’s professor 
Józef Elsener. So, I can see plenty of room for collaboration between the Chopin Institute and the Jacobs 
School of Music, and I hope there will be more common projects in the future. 

JZ: I believe you'll complete your dissertation project successfully and soon. Fingers crossed!

EB: Thank you! I am planning to finish my Ph.D. thesis by the end of 2023. I am grateful to the 
Kosciuszko Foundation for the financial support and the possibility to work at IU and my campus host – 
the Musicology Department.

Their commitment to promoting Polish culture abroad was inspiring.  This time, I’m here as a Kosciuszko 
Foundation teaching fellow.  I came to IU to gain experience in teaching Polish as a foreign language. So, 
this is special for me to be back in Bloomington. 

JZ: How would you assess your experience with teaching Polish at Indiana University?

MC: That was wonderful. I taught Intermediate Polish. And It was the first time that I taught using the 
hybrid mode. I received complete support from various sources: methodological from Łukasz Siciński but 
also technical from the Center for Language Technology. CeLT provided me with lots of support for hybrid 
teaching. It was all new, but the support that I received was amazing. 
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Interview with Magdalena Cabaj

Justyna Zając: Why did you decide to come to IU?

Magdalena Cabaj: Let me just say that it’s not my first visit 
here. My first time was six years ago when I was a visiting 
scholar from the University of Warsaw. I was still working on 
my Ph.D. at that time and I was affiliated with the 
Department of Gender Studies and doing research at The 
Kinsey Institute Library and Archives. And, at the same time, 
I attended events organized by the PSC and the Department 
of Slavic and East European Languages and Cultures. There I 
met Joanna Niżyńska, who was the director of the Polish 
Studies Center that time, Łukasz Siciński and Bill Johnston. 

23



JZ: You also taught an intensive Polish language course for the V-Corps.

MC: Yes, and it was a unique experience. This was a project developed by the Hamilton Lugar School’s 
Language Workshop at IU. I have never done anything like that before: 6 contact hours a day for 6 weeks. 
However, again, I received lots of support from Umida Khikmatillaeva, the curriculum coordinator of the 
project. This was another experience that let me develop as a lecturer. I appreciate how IU takes care of 
their fellows.

JZ: Who were your students at the V Corps?

MC: There were active military members. Our classes took place in a particular moment, I mean, just 
before the war in Ukraine. When we were finishing the course in February, the situation in Ukraine was 
so tense that learning Polish added additional meaning to this course for all of us. Learning Polish was no 
longer abstract for my students, but something more and more practical. It was likely that they would go 
to Poland. 

JZ: You are also affiliated with the Department of Polish Studies at the University of Warsaw. Are 
you working on any projects in Polish literature?

MC:  I’m involved in a project Between Words (Pomiędzy słowami) coordinated by Marta Wojtkowska-
Maksymik at the University of Warsaw and funded by the Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange 
(NAWA). It’s a project designed for forty international students. We teach them about Polish literature, 
culture, and language. I teach about the Nobel Prize winners in literature from Poland. This is also a very 
meaningful experience for me because students are from so different countries: the U.S., Ukraine, 
Croatia, France. This diversity gives us an interesting space for discussions.

JZ: Are you going to continue developing this vision of popularizing Polish culture abroad?

MC: Definitely! That’s what I’d like to do. I’m very inspired and impressed by all activities at Indiana 
University. I share their enthusiasm in promoting Polish culture, and I’d love to keep following this path.

JZ: How about gender studies? Are you planning to do research in this field?

MC: I plan to publish a few research papers about intersexuality. During my time in Bloomington and my 
Ph.D. studies, I collected fascinating and unique materials from the archives of the Kinsey Institute. I still 
think that there’s a lot to do in the area of intersexuality from academic and social perspectives, especially 
in Poland. 

JZ: When I’m listening to you, it seems to me that you’re planning to be back to Bloomington one 
day. Am I correct?

MC: [Laughter] Indiana is a lucky place for me, and I’d like to be back one day.

JZ: That’s sounds great. We hope to see you back soon!
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Interview with Hanna Schreiber 

Justyna Zając: How did the visit in Bloomington help you with your research? 

Hanna Schreiber: I’ve been conducting my research in international heritage regimes that were created 
under the auspices of UNESCO for a number of years. I was, literally, confronted with how heritage 
“works” in practice among local communities and at different levels of governance, including national and 
international ones. I could observe how complex and fragile heritage is, as it influences how we think 
about our identities – but at the same time how dynamic it is and how it evolves. I was looking for new, 
inspiring approaches, and my colleague from the Department of Political Science Methodology at the 
University of Warsaw, where we work together, told me once that “my heritage stories” sounded to him 
like the concepts and approaches of Elinor Ostrom and looking into Ostrom’s work might be useful. I got 
intrigued by that, learned more about the amazing work of Elinor Ostrom, prepared a research grant 
proposal – and, finally, received a grant to look into her methods and the possibility to use them to better 
understand the heritage regimes. And of course, I could not pursue my research without a visit to a 
wonderful Workshop Ostrom community at IU!

JZ: Would you tell us about your work for UNESCO?

HS: I have been involved in the process of implementing the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Poland for over a decade. I translated this Convention 
into Polish, wrote first articles and expertise about it, and served as a member and vice-president of the 
National Intangible Cultural Heritage Council established in 2013. Over the years, I was invited by 
UNESCO to diverse expert meetings, such as the one devoted to developing Ethical Principles for 
safeguarding intangible heritage, Modalities for safeguarding intangible heritage in emergencies and 
reforming the listing mechanisms. I was a member of the official country delegations to the UNESCO 
meetings that dealt with intangible heritage. I was also responsible for writing and coordinating the first 
Polish nomination to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. We 
succeeded, and in 2018 Nativity scene (szopka) tradition in Kraków was added to this List. It was an 
extremely demanding but very satisfying experience. 

JZ: You are a co-author of the report Intangible Warsaw. The Common Heritage of Our City 
published in 2021. What is the report about and what is its goal?

HS: Since February 2020, Warsaw is a home to an Intangible Cultural Heritage Board, over which I have      
a great honor to preside. The report is an attempt to illustrate the state of Warsaw’s intangible cultural 
heritage preserved to-date via intergenerational transmission: practices, traditions, and customs that 
form the identity of Warsaw residents and shape their relationship with the city, which has had – as we 
know – a very tragic history. Our team, co-led by an anthropologist Ewa Klekot, conducted research based 
primarily on interviews with both experts and residents of Warsaw. The ideas of the report are rooted in 
words such as cooperation, co-responsibility, co-management, community, collaboration, co-deciding,    
co-organisation, co-creation, and coexistence. We believe that Warsaw is no longer just a city. Warsaw         
is becoming a ‘co-city’. We invite you to read the report – it is available in English. We have also produced 
documentaries about Warsaw tango and Warsaw culinary traditions. They will soon be available with 
English subtitles at the Warsaw city website.
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https://en.um.warszawa.pl/documents/40074/0/Intangible+Warsaw+-+Research+report.pdf/fa0f53c1-75df-669f-8b2d-6daaeadf6e0a?t=1650010454610


JZ: What are your overall impressions of Bloomington?

HS: I am deeply impressed by friendliness, kindness, and openness of the Workshop Ostrom research 
community but also those whom I had chance to meet at other Departments: Political Science, 
International Studies, Economy, Anthropology, and Musicology. I was also warmly welcomed by the 
Polish Studies Centre. Not only did I enjoy great IU libraries, I went to a concert to IU Auditorium, 
visited the Eskenazi Museum and great exhibitions at McCalla. I could also see the plans for new 
exhibitions in the renovated Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. Not to mention the wonderful 
Sports Recreation Centre! You have everything here what is needed to have great scholar experience.

JZ: Are you planning to visit IU again?

HS: Absolutely! I could not leave Bloomington without a promise I made to myself to be back! 
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Natasha Rubanova is a PhD student in the Department of 
Comparative Literature. Her research interests include the 
representation of World War II in private writing, reportage, 
and fiction, cultural memory about the war in Russia and the 
post-Socialist space, documentary literature and film.  

Natasha plans to spend her summer in Poland doing  
preliminary research on the Polish school of reportage and 
documentary film, networking with Polish scholars and 
participating in the international conference for documentary 
filmmakers and scholars, the Visible Evidence (Gdańsk, August 
10-14). At the conference, she will lead a panel on documentary 
films about the Siege of Leningrad and present her own paper. 
For the research part of her trip, she plans to visit the Film 
School in Łodz and the Documentary and Feature Film Studios 
in Warsaw and explore further research opportunities there. 
Natasha hopes that this trip will allow her to continue working 
on her paper on an early series of Polish documentaries known 
as “czarna seria.”

POLISH CENTURY CLUB OF INDIANAPOLIS 
EXPLORATORY FELLOWSHIP

Nicolette van den Bogerd is a doctoral candidate in Musicology 
at the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music. Her research 
focuses on how composers who survived the Holocaust have used 
music to grapple with their wartime experiences.

Nicolette's dissertation — provisionally titled Sonic Testimonies: 
Polish-Jewish Survivors’ Musical Responsesto the Holocaust in 
Postwar Political Memoryscapes — investigates the ways in which 
Polish-Jewish composers’ musical responses to the Holocaust 
serve as testimonies to their wartime experiences, and how 
postwar socio-political contexts influenced these compositions. 
She selected five protagonists for this study, all of whom were 
born in historically Polish lands and came of age in Interwar 
Poland. Each survived the Holocaust in different circumstances. 
During the early Fall 2022 semester, Nicolette will spend six 
weeks in Poland through the OVPIA Graduate Exchange Program 
with University of Warsaw. While she's in Poland, she plans to 
complete her archival research for her dissertation, as well as 
begin to draft a new chapter. Nicolette intents to consult closely 
with faculty members at Musicology Institute at the University of 
Warsaw, and she is particularly looking forward to receiving their 
feedback as she works on this new chapter. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jointly with Jonathan Bellman, Goldberg prepared a scholarly edition Descriptive Piano Fantasias, which 
was issued by Recent Researches in the Music. Goldberg was invited to give a virtual keynote lecture titled 
"The Banished Masters and the Shadow Legion of ‘Greats’: Contemplating the Place of Jews in the 
Historiography of Polish Music" at the international conference "Jews in the Musical Life of Galicia" at the 
Rzeszów University, Poland. Her article on Polish Jews and music was published in January 2021 in Legacy 
of Polish Jews, edited by Tamara Sztyma and Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett. This book accompanies the 
opening of the new Legacy gallery at the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, which is an 
extension of POLIN Museum’s Core Exhibition and explores the lives and achievements of distinguished 
Polish Jews in a wide range of fields. Goldberg also participated in “What is the Legacy of Polish Jews?” 
This discussion with the authors of the book was live streamed the same month. In May 2021, she 
presented the Distinguished Lecture “Shared Soundscapes: The Legacy of Polish Jews in Music” at the 
invitation of POLIN’s Global Education Outreach Program. Goldberg presented on “Music and Charity in 
Nineteenth-Century Lwów: The Concept and Context of Princess Jadwiga Sapieha’s ‘Musical Album of 
Polish Composers’ at the Musicology Colloquium at IU in January, 2022. Two of Goldberg’s articles have 
been published over the past year in Polish translation: one on music and Jewish reformers in nineteenth-
century Warsaw in Studia chopinowskie and another one on descriptive fantasia in Poland in a Festschrift 
for Professor Benjamin Vogel. In the fall of 2021, Anna Dębowska published an "Interview with Halina 
Goldberg, author of Music in Chopin’s Warsaw" in Beethoven Magazine 31; Goldberg was also interviewed 
in Reminiscing in Time: A History of (Mid)western Music, S01 E02, podcast for the Jacobs’ Centennial.

Halina Goldberg published "Chopin's Album Leaves and the Aesthetics of Musical 
Album Inscription" in the Journal of the American Musicological Society. The article 
was selected for the 2021 H. Colin Slim Award from the American Musicological 
Society, which honors a musicological article of "exceptional merit" that is published 
during the previous year. Each year, the award committee chooses a single winner 
from nominations in any language and from any country, as long as they are a 
member of AMS or a citizen or permanent resident of Canada or the United States. 

Padraic Kenney published an article, “Ukraine’s Social Miracle,” in online weekly 
magazine Kultura Liberalna/Liberal Culture on the Ukrainian resistance (in English 
and Polish). In June 2021, Kenney published an article on the visual history of 1989 
entitled "Missing Pictures? Towards an Alternative Visual History of 1989" (in English 
and German).

Joanna Niżyńska has published “Translating Memory: The Reception of Miron 
Białoszewski’s A Memoir of the Warsaw Uprising in North America in The Routledge 
World Companion to Polish Literature, eds. Tomasz Bilczewski, Stanley Bill, and 
Magdalena Popiel (London: Routledge, 2022) and a review of Dezorientacje: 
Antologia polskiej literatury queer [Desorientation: An Anthology of Polish Queer 
Literature], edited by Alessandro Amenta, Błażej Kaliściak, and Tomasz Kaliściak for 
Rassegna italiana di argomenti polacchi (Dec. 2021).  She has also completed 

co-editing MiroFor, an annual journal dedicated to the studies of Miron Białoszewski (słowo/obraz 
terytoria; forthcoming fall 2022). In addition to two invited conference presentations, Joanna delivered      
a keynote address at the 2022 Wisconsin Slavic Conference entitled “"Polish-Jewish Memory Fifty Years 
after March '68: A Challenge Map" at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.  Joanna has been selected         
as a Fulbright Foreign Scholar for academic year 2022-2023 in Poland. She plans to continue work on her 
current book project on the culture of Polish-Jewish memory in contemporary Poland.  
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Justyna Zajac published two essays on the EU-Russia relations in The National 
Interest in the summer 2021, as part of a symposium on European-Russian relations. 
At the he EU Mini-Conference organized by the Institute for European Studies, Zając 
presented her research on the EU climate and energy policies and challenges 
resulting from the growing rivalry between the West, and Russia and China. In 
Spring 2022, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, she participated in series 
oflectures and discussion panels about the war, including the conference on the

The Polish Studies Center mourns the loss of a former professor, 
administrator, and friend to the Center, Walter Nugent. Before his retirement 
from the University of Notre Dame, Nugent held numerous positions at IU 
Bloomington, including professor in the History Department, Associate Dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, and Director of Overseas Study Programs.

Walter Nugent was well known to the Center for his dedication to the study 
of Poland. He was a visiting scholar at the University of Warsaw in 1979 and 
1982, where he also received the Medal of Merit in 1992. From 1985 to 1988, 
he was an original co-editor and contributor of Historia Stanów 
Zjednoczonych, a Polish-language five-volume history of the United States.  

Professor Nugent’s dedication to his research and scholarship flowed through 
all facets of his life. He was an accomplished polyglot, conducting research 
not only in Polish, but also in French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
German. He also taught and lived in numerous countries, including Israel, 

America’s Role in the World, the flagship annual event of the HLS. She also published an article on 
Women’s Mass Protests in Poland. Justyna has continued her collaboration with the European Academy            
of Diplomacy, an NGO accredited with the Polish Ministry of National Education, where she delivered          
a series of online lectures and taught workshops on the “European Union Security” and “Poland’s external 
security”. She was also a guest speaker at the School for Leaders Foundation, a non-profit organization 
that aims to support the development of civil society in Poland. Zając also produced and recorded two 
video lectures on Poland’s politics and culture for the U.S. armed forces deployed as part of NATO’s 
Operation Atlantic Resolve and the U.S. rotational presence in Poland.

In Memoriam of Professor Walter Nugent

Germany, Ireland, Poland, and England. His extensive record of publications (including eleven books and 
over a hundred essays and reviews on American and comparative history was recognized through several 
accolades. Among them, his book Into the West: The Story of Its People – which has been called “the most 
comprehensive and fascinating account to date of the peopling of the American West” and an “epic social-
demographic history” – earned him the coveted Caughey Prize of the Western History Association in 2000.

He lived with his wife, the historian Suellen Hoy, in Highland Park, Illinois. Hoy received her M.A. and 
Ph.D. from IU Bloomington in 1971 and 1975, respectively. 
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DONATIONS 2021-22

PSC was the recipient of a very generous gift from Ann Armstrong, the 
wife of the late IU alumnus, educator, scholar, and administrator, Daniel 
Armstrong. Ann sat down with PSC leadership and shared stories of her 
and her husband’s time spent in Europe, including extensive travel 
around Poland. Her kind donation – a large collection of badges collected 
from cities and towns around Poland in the shape of each locality’s 
insignia – was a testament of her and her husband’s fondness for their 
time spent in Poland. She also donated a collection of guidebooks from 
her travels decades ago. Such reference materials included valuable 
information for any newcomer to Poland, including details about local 
cuisine, flora and fauna, and phrasebooks with pronunciation guides. 
Ann’s donation can provide us with a window to examine a Poland from 
decades ago, and we look forward to having the badges professionally 
mounted and displayed in the PSC offices.  

David Mason is an emeritus professor at Butler University and a Ph.D. 
graduate from IU’s Department of Political Science and Russian and East 
European Institute (class of 1978). He has led a distinguished career at 
Butler, holding administrative positions in addition to his extensive work 
in the classroom. His, robust research agenda included six books, and he 
was awarded numerous grants. David reached out to donate a portion of 
his personal collection of books to the PSC Library (held on the fourth 
floor of the Global & International Studies Building). Some of these 
resources include academic titles in both English and Polish, Polish-
language learning materials, and an array of periodicals, including issues 
of Solidarity’s “Biuletyn Informacyjny” from the 1980s. Thanks to David’s 
generosity, students and faculty will be able to access these materials to 
further their research and teaching. 

PSC is especially honored to house a collection of family heirlooms that 
have been donated by Jean Person, a Bloomington community member 
with long ties to the university. Her stepmother, Krystyna Szczepaniak-
Person, was an internationally recognized physicist and educator who 
held faculty appointments in Great Britain, Germany, Canada, and the 
United States. Her work was recognized by the Polish Academy of 
Sciences and the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń. Jean sat down 
with PSC staff and recounted stories of Krystyna’s life – both personal and 
professional – and entrusted the PSC with a box of photographs, her 
professional degrees, and even the prestigious Nicolaus Copernicus medal 
that she had received. 

The Polish Studies Center would like to thank David, Ann, and Jean for their generous donations. PSC’s 
strength comes from its community, and these kind gifts will enrich Polish Studies at Indiana University 
for years to come. 

The Polish Studies Center was honored to receive several donations from community members this year.
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Polish Studies Center
Indiana University

Global & International Studies Building 
355 N. Eagleson Ave., 

Room 4046 Bloomington, IN 47405
Phone: (812) 856-3832 
polish@indiana.edu

Polish Studies Center greatly appreciates financial contributions for its scholarly, 
cultural, and social activities. Donations to the Center are crucial in allowing us to sustain and 

expand our programs. The PSC arranges a variety of scholarly events including conferences, 
lectures, symposia and cultural events.Your help is vital in pursuing the Center’s mission to 
promote the study of Polish culture, history, and society at Indiana University and beyond. 

Please consider supporting the Polish Studies Center at Indiana University!

To support the Polish Studies Center, please visit
https://polish.indiana.edu/
and click on “Donate Now.”
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