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Vacating space it had occupied since 1936, the Office of University

Archives and Records Management relocated from Bryan Hall to the

Herman B Wells Library. 

BRYAN HALL HAD LONG BEEN HOME TO THE UNIVERSITY’S RECORDS.
Clerks filed the records of administrators like Herman B Wells, who transferred materials from their
offices just steps away. 

Today,  new offices located in the Wells Library offer more space for researchers, staff, and exhibi-
tions. “The new space not only provides welcome room to process and organize the university’s his-
tory,” University Archivist Phil Bantin says, “ but more importantly also gives researchers room they
need to use the materials efficiently.”  The offices include a conference room to accommodate
instruction and group assignments. And, Bantin says, the reading room in the Wells Library location
provides at least three times more space for researchers. 

“This is a great opportunity for us to integrate the Archives with the full range of activities that makes
the Wells Library such a popular destination,” says Dean Steele.

As the largest and most comprehensive source of information on the history and culture of Indiana
University, the IU Archives collects, preserves, and provides access to the administrative files of 
IU offices and departments and the personal papers (classroom and research materials) generated
by prominent IU faculty. Today the IU Archives, a part of the IU Bloomington Libraries, also preserves
and manages digital information ranging from electronic records to university Web sites. 

[VIEW PHOTOS OF OLD IU: www.indiana.edu/~library/sources]

“Visitors to the new location will also 
benefit from complementary collections,
expertise, and technology in the 
Wells Library.” 

Patricia Steele, Ruth Lilly Dean of University Libraries 
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PRIMARY SOURCES provide direct or firsthand 
evidence about an event, person, or object. SECONDARY
SOURCES, in contrast, contain information that has
been interpreted, commented, analyzed, or processed. Sources

A New Home 
for the IU Archives

The Economic Advantage

Office of the Dean
Indiana University Libraries
Herman B Wells Library
1320 East Tenth Street
Bloomington, IN 47405 

A RECENT STUDY by the Kelley School of Business finds that for each dollar of public library 
expenditures, the average Indiana community receives $2.38 in benefits.

In addition to studying local public libraries, the study examined the economic impact of Indiana’s collegiate
and university libraries, like those at IU. The state’s academic libraries have a combined staff of more than
2,200 full-time equivalent employees. Those libraries pump $136 million into the state economy in the form of
wages and expenditures.

The economic ripple effects of academic-library spending support 640 additional jobs and create 
approximately $112 million in incremental economic activity in the state.

“In addition to providing services and collections to help students and faculty succeed,” says Patricia Steele,
Ruth Lilly Dean of University Libraries, “we also serve citizens of the state, who have free and open access to
our collections. I’m pleased to see, however, that besides this intellectual and cultural value, we also have an
economic impact that well exceeds the investment being made in libraries by state taxpayers.”

The study was conducted by the Indiana Business Research Center at IU’s Kelley School of Business for 
the Indiana State Library.

[READ THE FULL REPORT: www.indiana.edu/~library/sources]

University Archivist Phil Bantin in the 
spacious new reading room located 
on the fourth floor of the Wells Library’s
east tower. 
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NEW FURNISHINGS, funded in part by a gift
from Ralph and Billie Hazelbaker (see story at right),
include 20 booths and spacious tables.  “Booths are
the places where people always want to sit in restau-
rants,” says Ruth Lilly Dean of University Libraries
Patricia Steele, “so why not put them in a library?”  

Lauren Ottenweller (right), a nutrition science major,
uses technology the Hazelbakers couldn’t have imag-
ined as students in the mid-1940s. The library was then
located in Franklin Hall (right).

Cover:  Students Jennifer Hoffman (left) and Nicole
Tramel in the Wells Library.

LIBRARY NIGHT OWLS
At 4 a.m. on any given night, about 120 students are hard
at work in the west tower of the Wells Library; on
Tuesdays that number jumps to about 400. 

Digital Devices
The IU Parents Fund awarded the IUB Libraries $19,900
to purchase iPods, video cameras, and digital voice
recorders, which students can borrow for assignments,
projects, or just plain fun.

YOU CAN BARELY EVEN READ THE TITLES WITHOUT
singing them. “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” and “Apple
Blossom Time” are songs that remain culturally relevant in spite
of their age. Both songs were composed at the beginning of the
20th century by Indianapolis native Albert Von Tilzer, who along
with his brother Harry, created a venerable songwriting duo and
music publishing house that was known across the country.
These works, along with thousands of other songs with Indiana
ties, are featured in a digital sheet music library created by
Indiana University’s Digital Library Program.

IN Harmony: Sheet Music from Indiana is a
three year project to catalog and digitize
cover art and sheet music from the collec-
tions of four partner institutions including
Indiana University’s Lilly Library. The scope
of the digital collection is immense, show-
casing approximately 10,000 unique works
covering a period of nearly 200 years. Each
piece of music within the collection has a
Hoosier connection including songs by
Indiana composers, lyricists, and publish-
ers, as well as songs written about the state.

The primary goal of the project is to show
how, by working collaboratively, libraries
and museums can create shared digital
resources. Capitalizing on the combined
strengths of each partner institution, a fully
searchable Web site was created to high-
light important pieces from each collection.
IN Harmony also serves as a portal to these

historical materials by transforming fragile paper copies to sleek digital facsimiles–making
them readily accessible to historians, musicologists, and the general public. 

IN Harmony: Sheet Music from Indiana is funded by a 2004 National Leadership Grant
received by Indiana University’s Digital Library Program from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services. The project’s institutional partners include Indiana University’s Lilly Library,
the Indiana State Museum, the Indiana Historical Society, and the Indiana State Library.

[READ MORE ABOUT THE DIGITAL SHEET MUSIC PROJECT AT IUB LIBRARIES: www.indiana.edu/~library/sources] 

Digital sheet music project showcases 

collections of partner institutions

Scanning Scores
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“Unlike a photograph

that needs context 

to be understood,

stand-alone sheet

music has meaning

within itself.”  

Stacy Kowalczyk,

associate director 

for projects and 

services for the 

Digital Library

Program

RALPH AND BILLIE HAZELBAKER,
whose gift to the IUB Libraries helped purchase
new furnishings for students at the Herman B
Wells Library, met at IU as freshmen in 1945.
“IU,” Ralph Hazelbaker says, “has a very special
place in both our hearts.”

Those were booming times. The country was
emerging from World War II, and returning GIs
ushered in the greatest period of expansion IU
has ever experienced. The Hoosiers even won
the Big Ten football championship. 

A mutual friend introduced Ralph Hazelbaker to
his future wife, Billie. “We were walking down
the street near the Delta Zeta house across from
the Union,” Hazelbaker says, remembering it as
clearly as if it were yesterday. “We met right on
that sidewalk and started a relationship that has
lasted all these many years.”  

Campus was different then. Hazelbaker’s frater-
nity house—located on Jordan Avenue and
known as the “Castle on the Hill”—has since
burned down. The library at the time was locat-

ed at Franklin Hall, before moving in 1969 to the
new Main Library (now the Wells Library). There
were no laptops, iPods, or 24/7 computer
access, which students now seem to require. 

“We perhaps didn’t do as much group study 
as students apparently do today,” Hazelbaker
says. “I recall that we’d meet at the library, but
typically we were studying individually.” Still,
Hazelbaker says, the library was the center of
action, and he and Billie spent many fruitful hours
there. He remembers Herman B Wells as a 
“familiar figure toddling around campus.”

For all that has changed, the Hazelbakers believe
in the steadfast power of libraries to transform
individuals and communities. “I got involved
doing things for libraries in my little hometown,”
Hazelbaker says modestly. Besides helping
establish a library in Summitville, Ind., Hazelbaker
and his wife also fund scholarships for students
from Madison County, Ind., to attend IU. Three
scholarship recipients are on campus now, and
two more are expected this fall.

Hazelbaker wants under-
graduates—whether
those attending IU as a
result of his scholarships
or students unknown 
to him who use the
library—to realize the
benefits of attending IU,
which for him, he says,
changed the course of
his life. “It was a very
special time of my life to
be experiencing all of
the new opportunities,”
he says, “having my
world open up to me as
to what was possible.”

Envisioning the Future
Planning is in high gear for the Research Commons, a space
that will offer support to graduate students and faculty at
any point in the complex research process. To be located in
the east tower of the Wells Library, the Research Commons
will leverage three established strengths:   

Expertise Researchers will benefit from a transparent 
delivery of services. Librarians, technologists, faculty 
advisors, consultants, designers, and developers from many
campus units will all contribute to this effort. 

Infrastructure Centrally located on campus, the Wells
Library offers prime space. Technology will be an essential 

and conspicuous component of the Research Commons, 
with equipment necessary to support a wide range of 
scholarly activity.

Information Resources The rich collections of the IUB
Libraries will be a central feature of the Research Commons.
Priority will be given to services and spaces in direct support
of print and digital collections. 

Success of the proposed Research Commons will depend
on the leadership of the IUB Libraries, University Information
Technology Services, and the Office of the Vice President for
Research and other partners that join us. 

[LEARN MORE ABOUT PLANS FOR THE RESEARCH COMMONS AT:
www.indiana.edu/~library/sources]
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