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From the director’s desk
The College Themester is a new initiative to engage the collective 
knowledge and creativity of the faculty and to involve undergraduate students in the 
exploration of ideas across the disciplines. This special issue of The IMP Independent 
is designed to coincide with the inaugural Themester, “Evolution, Diversity and 
Change,” by focusing on the accomplishments of students with individualized ma-

jors that occupy 
intersections 
of the natural 
sciences with 
social and envi-
ronmental con-
cerns. Look for 
the Themester 
logo for related 
IMP stories.

A large coterie of IMP students and sponsors continues to 
make significant discoveries in the waters of the Dominican 
Republic. Underwater archaeology major Jessica Keller re-

ceived the 2009 Richard D. Young Award, the IMP’s highest honor, 
in part for her final project, a study of two rare sloth species discov-
ered during the exploration of Padre Nuestro, a submerged cavern 
in the province of La Altagracia. This summer Keller was involved 
in the discovery there of stone tools and a small primate skull in 
remarkable condition. The discovery has sparked a great deal of ex-
citement at IU. Charles Beeker, director of the School of HPER’s 
underwater science program and co-sponsor, with the Mathers Mu-
seum’s Geoffrey Conrad, of Keller’s individualized major, remarked 
that the discovery of “what may prove to be a fire pit from the first 
human occupation of the island just seems too good to be true.”

Another member of the IMP faculty involved in the study is 
Kevin Hunt of the Department of Anthropology, a primatolo-
gist who sponsors animal behavior major Maggie Hirschauer (see 
article on page 2) and primate behavior and ecology major Sydney 
Hoover. Hunt examined the primate skull and determined it could 
be that of a howler monkey, extinct in the Caribbean. Keller said 
the skull is significantly smaller than others that have been discov-
ered in the Caribbean.

Conrad said the lithics (stone tools) and bones, which have ar-
rived at Beeker’s laboratory in the School of HPER, are particularly 

A new perspective
It is a pleasure to introduce myself to the 
IMP community as the program’s new 
director. The first thing I want to say is that 
I appreciate the assistance I have received 
from Ray Hedin, who directed this pro-
gram with such success for so many years, 
and the amazing IMP staff, Kristen Mur-
phy and Paul Aarstad. During my time at 
IU I have sponsored several IMP students, 
and I have gathered a pretty good feel for 
how the operation runs, but now that I 
am seeing it from the inside, the favorable 
impression I had coming in is transforming 

Exciting discoveries in the Dominican Republic

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 In
di

an
a 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity

IMP underwater archaeology alumna and 2009  
Richard D. Young Award winner Jessica Keller holds 
the primate skull found in the Padre Nuestro Cavern.
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In memoriam

Thanks to a grant, Maggie Hirschauer, 
an IMP student majoring in animal 
behavior, is spending the last six months 
of 2009 far from Bloomington. Along 
with her faculty sponsor, anthropologist 
Kevin Hunt, she’ll study chimpanzees 
in Uganda’s Semliki–Toro Valley Wildlife 
Reserve. Hunt maintains that the study 
of chimpanzees — humans’ nearest rela-
tive — is essential for understanding our 
earliest ancestors, the australopithecines. 
Hirschauer notes that the habitat of Sem-
liki is “unlike other chimpanzee popula-
tions that live in more densely covered, 
wet habitats. The dry habitats are similar 
to those of early humans.”

Although Hunt warns students that 
the rigors of fieldwork conflict with the 
romantic image in films and on televi-
sion, Hirschauer is realistic about the 
amount of work involved.

Hirschauer, elected to Phi Beta Kappa 
in spring 2009, plans to pursue a PhD 
in conservation biology studying human 
impact on East African ecosystems. She 
hopes to teach at the university level in 
Africa while continuing her research or 
working at a wildlife rehabilitation center.

Russell Salmon
The IMP was saddened by the news of Russell Salmon’s death. 
Salmon, professor emeritus in the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese, had served on the IMP faculty committee since 
1993. He also led a Spanish-language workshop for teachers in 
San Luis Potosí, Mexico, for more than 13 summers, directed 
the IU study-abroad programs in Madrid and the Mexican 
cities of Guanajuato and Cuernavaca, and worked with Col-
lins Living-Learning Center, teaching an L200 service-learning 
course, Mexico: Culture and Service, in which students traveled 
to Guanajuato and volunteered in an optometry clinic.

Salmon brought to the IMP the same passion and rigor for 
which he was noted in all his endeavors. His expertise in not 
only Spanish language and Latin American literature, but also in 
global development and philanthropy, will be greatly missed.

Student observes 
Ugandan wildlife

IMP major to use Wells scholarship for Oxford
Christian Hines, who was admitted to the IMP in spring 2009 to 
pursue a major in modern political thought and action, has been 
named a 2009 Wells Scholar. After interning in the Washington, 
D.C., office of U.S. Sen. Richard G. Lugar and with the Senate 
Committee for Foreign Relations, Hines founded and now chairs 
the Student Foreign Policy Initiative at IU. He also served as an 
intern for the Indiana Humanities Council and the White Violet 
Center for Ecological Justice at St. Mary-of-the-Woods College. 
At IU, Hines is a member of the Board of Aeons, which provides 
student perspectives to the president; an opinion columnist and 
member of the Editorial Board of the Indiana Daily Student; an 

associate justice of the IU Student Association Supreme Court; and a member of the Hut-
ton Honors College Extracurricular Programming Committee. He also has served on the 
William T. Patten Foundation Lecture Committee, the Indiana Memorial Union Board 
lectures committee, the Collins Living-Learning Center executive board, and the IUSA 
Congress. A graduate of Terre Haute North Vigo High School, where he was named the 
Carl S. Riddle Scholar for his academic achievement and extracurricular leadership, Hines 
was awarded a Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship and several IU scholarships as 
an entering freshman. The Wells Scholarship allows Hines to study abroad at Oxford in 
spring 2010, where he will read history at Mansfield College. 

Martial arts enthusiasts craft new majors in IMP
IU is home to a world-class program in the martial arts. The Kinesiology Department 
of the School of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation offers an undergraduate 
certificate in martial arts. Students whose intellectual curiosity about the subject extends to 
liberal arts disciplines have the opportunity of combining their interests in individualized 
majors. Senior Thomas Greenwood recently took his black belt in hapkido. His major 
in martial cultures of Japan was approved in fall 2007 and includes courses in a variety of 
martial arts, including tai chi, aikido, Japanese and Brazilian jujitsu, and jeet kun do, as 
well as courses in Japanese art, religion, and literature. He has recently added courses on 
stage combat taught by Professor Adam Noble of the Department of Theatre and Drama.

Noble co-sponsors another IMP student with a martial arts focus, Adam Rector, whose 
major is called martial arts training methodologies. The major includes courses in East 
Asian culture and anthropology of martial arts. Rector’s anticipated final project is the 
development of a martial arts curriculum. Rector, a lifelong student of martial arts, is also 
a parkour enthusiast.
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Christian Hines

Professor Russell Salmon with 
Michelle Becker, BA’07, the 
last student he sponsored.
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Themester coincides with an upturn 
in student interest in food as a 
topic of study. The Department of 

Anthropology, for example, has introduced 
a PhD concentration in the anthropology 
of food. Consistent with its function of 
providing undergraduates opportunities to 
pursue areas of study not otherwise avail-
able at the undergraduate level, the IMP 
now has two students whose food-related 
majors have been approved and more 
whose majors are still in the process of 
development. 

Bradley Good “had always been inter-
ested in food” when, in fall 2006, he took 
an honors colloquium taught by Christine 
Barbour on the politics of food, “but that 
class and Professor Barbour showed me 
that studying it was a legitimate scholarly 
pursuit.” Good was admitted to the IMP 
in fall 2008, with Barbour and anthropolo-
gist Catherine Tucker as co-sponsors, to 
pursue a major in food anthropology that 
includes courses in food and literature, 
food and culture, and the science of food. 
Good, a double major in Japanese language 
and culture, plans a final project studying 
the assimilation of Western food cultural 
practices by Japanese culture and American 
culture’s assimilation of Japanese food, 

Food-related individualized majors on the rise
aptly demonstrating how the study of food 
can encompass culture, economics, history, 
and many other fields of inquiry.

“When I was young, my friends would 
be asking for autographed Michael Jordan 
pictures,” senior Alex Plotkin says. “I 
would be asking for autographed Julia 
Child pictures.” Plotkin’s major in food 
and entrepreneurship was approved in 
spring 2009. It includes courses on choco-
late, coffee, food in the ancient world, 
health and nutrition, food and culture, and 
a history and philosophy of science course 
on beer! Plotkin will combine these courses 
with instruction in venture creation and 
management from IU’s Kelley 
School of Business. Dur-
ing spring 2009 Plotkin 
studied abroad in San 
Sebastián, Spain; 
according to The 
Guardian, “Spain 
is the ‘in’ place for 
the culinary elite 
these days, and San 
Sebastián is the 
best place to eat in 
Spain.” The mem-
bers of Plotkin’s 
faculty committee 

are no doubt looking forward to his final 
project, a multi-course meal. Sponsor Jose 
Bonner’s course COLL E105 Biology of 
Food, incidentally, is part of the Themester 
curriculum bundle.

From the director
(continued from page 1)

into a sense of wonder at the accom-
plishments of all who are involved in 
the IMP.

In these first few weeks, my faith and 
belief in the IMP have been repeatedly 
affirmed as I have entered into conver-
sation with students and their faculty 
sponsors. Whether we are talking about 
well-worn pathways like fashion design 
or the history of rock and roll, or more 
idiosyncratic projects on African devel-
opment or the social changes hitting 
small-town Indiana, IMP students are 
tackling a range of fascinating issues and 
problems and devising nifty final proj-
ects to bring their efforts to fruition. In 
this process, they are being ably assisted 
by many dedicated members of the fac-
ulty, mostly within the College of Arts 
and Sciences but also from beyond its 
confines. I am learning to appreciate the 
IMP as a crossroads of intellectual en-
deavor, as a place where disciplines and 
even schools meet and interact, where 
people who are serious about wanting 
to understand our puzzling world come 
together to pool their efforts. 

significant for the light they shed on an 
important historic phenomenon: the 
extinction of native birds and animals 
upon the arrival of humans in the New 
World. “I know of no place that has 
sloths, primates, and humanly made 
stone tools together in a nice, tight 
association around the same time,” said 
Conrad, also associate vice provost for 
research at IU Bloomington. “Right 
now it looks like a potential treasure 
trove of data to help us sort out the re-
lationship in time between humans and 
extinct animals in the Greater Antilles. 
This site definitely is worthy of a large-
scale investigation.”

Discoveries
(continued from page 1)

My own background as a folklorist with 
training in anthropology, literature, and 
music prepares me to value the ingenious 

combinations of fields expressed in the work 
of every IMP student. To those of you who 
have completed your IMP degrees — we 

proudly claim you as alumni of the pro-
gram, and ask that you keep us abreast 
of your achievements! Be sure to stop 
in the IMP Ballantine Hall suite for a 
friendly hello should you have a chance.

— John McDowell
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Tracking the Origins

Stephen Morris, a film and television major who graduated 
in spring 2009, was nominated for the IMP’s Outstanding 
Senior Project Award for his documentary film Tracking the 

Origins. In the film, Morris juxtaposes interviews with IU scientists 
with material collected at the Creation Museum in Petersburg, 
Ky., a “state-of-the-art, 70,000 square foot museum [that] brings 
the pages of the Bible to life.” In a letter supporting the award 
nomination, faculty committee chair Frederick McElroy marvels 
at Morris’s skill in framing the debate as a series of 
responses “to key questions about the origins of 
human life, the validity of scientific knowl-
edge, and the relationship between faith and 
knowledge.” 

Faculty sponsor Susan Kelly praises 
the film’s technical proficiency — writ-
ing that “Stephen’s documentary 
looked and sounded as if he has been 
doing this kind of work for years” — 
while noting that Morris had declared 
his intention of completing a docu-
mentary on the Creation Museum 
during his admission interview two and 
a half years earlier: “Coming full circle,” 
Kelly writes, “Stephen spent years learning 
his craft, applied it to his vision, and the 
result shows a master at work in his element.”

Among the professors featured is Al Ruesink of 
the Department of Biology, a member of the IMP Fac-
ulty Committee who talks about the false dichotomy between evo-
lution and faith and dispels the belief that most, if not all, scientists 
are atheists. Morris writes that “Al’s point of view is particularly 
enlightening since he teaches both biology students and education 
majors who will be instructing elementary students in biology.”

Top: A velociraptor is one of many dinosaur-related attractions in the 
Creation Museum, a 160-exhibit tour of biblical creationism. Middle: 
Professor Al Ruesink in Tracking the Origins. Bottom: The Garden 
of Eden is vividly depicted in the Creation Museum. 

One student’s hope for harmonious coexistence of diverse cultures finds musi-
cal expression in her individualized major, intercultural arts programming and 

performance. In fall 2008 Melissa Dittmann traveled to Nanjing to study the erhu, a 
Chinese relative of the violin, her main instrument. She remained in Nanjing during 
spring 2009 and returned to Bloomington via Tibet, where she spent much of the fall 
2009 semester.

At home, Dittmann performs with the Silk Road Ensemble, a world-music group 
directed by her co-sponsor, Shahyar Daneshgar. “I’ve come to see the arts as a uni-
versal language of sorts, something every culture shares and yet something that makes 
each culture unique. I think the arts can be a powerful tool in building bridges between 
people of disparate backgrounds, a way to promote intercultural dialogue, understand-
ing, and peace,” Dittmann says.

Melissa Dittmann in the elaborate 
make-up characteristic of the kathakali, 
a form of South Indian dance-drama fea-
turing tales drawn from the great Hindu 
epics, the Mahabharata and Ramayana.

Melissa Dittmann: In search of harmony
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(continued on page 6)

1970s
Composer and pianist John W. Struble, 
BA’74, has been an active voice in Ameri-
can classical music for 30 years, both as 
a performer and creative artist. Struble’s 
music has been performed by the San 
Bernardino Symphony, the New Hampshire 
Music Festival Orchestra, and the Portland 
Symphony. He recently collaborated with 
baritone Stephen Salters in a performance of 
his song cycle, Israfel, based on the poems 
of Edgar Allan Poe. The author of The His-
tory of American Classical Music, Struble has 
launched a Web site, www.jwstruble.com. He 
divides his time between his home in New 
Hampshire and New York City.

1990s
Ryan H. Cassman, BA’97, JD’02, a partner 
for the law firm Hollingsworth Sever Storey 
& Zivitz in Carmel, Ind., was appointed 
president of the Hamilton County (Ind.) 
Bar Association’s Family Law section. His 

practice focuses on divorce and family law 
and he is chairman of HSSZ’s family law 
section. Cassman has extensive family law 
experience, having represented clients for 
several years in all areas of matrimonial 
law, including dissolution of marriages, 
custody, child support, paternity, and post-
dissolution matters. In addition to his active 
participation with the Hamilton County Bar 
Association, Cassman is a member of the 
Boone County, Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
American Bar Associations and their family 
law sections. He lives in Carmel.

2000s
Raymond L.K. Fleischmann, BA’06, just 
began his second year of the MFA program 
at Ohio State University, where he also 
teaches freshman composition. In January, 
his fiction appeared online in The Furnace 
Review and, this summer, another story of 
his appeared in Jabberwock Review, the lit-
erary journal of Mississippi State University. 
Fleischmann lives in Columbus, Ohio.

Thomas M. Kudla, BA’06, writes fic-
tion and poetry. With the help of a grant 
from the IU Hutton Honors College, he 
was able to write his first novel, Confes-
sions of an American. His latest book, 
What My Brain Told Me, was a finalist in 
the short-story nonfiction category of the 
2009 National Indie Excellence Awards. 
Kudla served as an editor with the Chicago 

Alumnus profile

Jamie Hyneman: Mythbuster
If you’re the type of person who ponders questions such as whether a penny 
dropped from a skyscraper can kill a person below or whether a banana in the 
tailpipe will stall a car, you probably already know the Discovery Channel show 
Mythbusters. What you may not know is that the show’s co-host Jamie Hyneman is 
an alumnus of IU’s IMP program. IU President Michael McRobbie pointed this fact 
out to freshmen during an induction speech that emphasized the importance of a 
liberal education and the variety of courses such an education requires.

Hyneman graduated in 1981 with a major in language learning and linguistics. 
After a stint in the Caribbean running a sailing/diving charter business, Hyneman 
moved into special effects, founding MS Industries in 1993. Over the course of 180 
episodes of Mythbusters, he has put his experience producing models and special 
effects — as well as skills in problem-solving and critical analysis that, we hope, the 
IMP helped him develop — to 
good use testing the factual basis for 
innumerable urban legends and com-
monly held beliefs about quirks in the 
functioning of physical laws.

IMP alumna named 
student trustee
Abbey Stemler, who graduated in spring 
2008 with an individualized major in an-
thropology of mental health and illness and 
who is now a second-year law student at 
the IU Maurer School of Law, has been ap-
pointed by Gov. Mitch Daniels as the new 
student member of the Indiana University 
Board of Trustees. Stemler’s many honors 
include winning the College of Arts and 
Science’s Palmer–Brandon Prize in 2007; 
election to Phi Beta Kappa in spring 2007; 
and graduating with highest distinction, 
university honors, and departmental honors 
from IMP. Her service to the university 
community has included co-founding, 
in 2006, the Virtú Project, a student-led 
social entrepreneurship initiative that uses a 
mock investment portfolio to raise money 
for the Timmy Foundation, a nonprofit 
that provides health care and health educa-
tion to children in developing countries. 
Stemler was active in the IMP’s Student 
Activities Committee and was a student 
speaker at IMP’s graduation. “I am ex-
tremely honored to have the opportunity to 
serve Indiana University and the state along 
with the other board members,” Stemler 
says. “Now, I am eager to work hard and 
serve the university, helping it meet an even 
higher standard of excellence.”

Sun-Times News Group for two years. His 
writing can be seen at the Web sites http://
thomkudla.com and www.lulu.com/Kudla. 
Kudla lives in Wheaton, Ill.

Danielle L. Trynoski, BA’08, is cur-
rently enrolled in the MA program in medi-
eval archaeology at the University of York, 
England. The one-year program, which she 
will complete in July 2010, is a continua-
tion of the individualized major program 
she pursued at IU. Trynoski writes of her 
studies, “The coursework is very exciting, 
with course titles such as ‘The Vikings and 
Medieval Settlement and Communities.’ 
I’ve found quite a few other American 
students in both my program and many of 
the postgraduate archaeology programs at 
York. The department is one of the best in 
the world at understanding the value of, 
and using an interdisciplinary approach to, 
studying the past and historical cultures. 
York itself is one of the best places to un-
dertake this type of work; it has an extensive 
history dating back to before the Roman 
Empire and continues to be an important 
historical city with medieval city walls and 
a 13th-century cathedral with some of the 
finest stained glass and cathedral architecture 
in Northern Europe. There is even a fellow 
IU alumnus in my master’s program, Matt 
Wells, who graduated from IU Fort Wayne 
in December of 2008.” She can be reached 
at medievalnerd@yahoo.com.
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In memoriam
William Kent Holaday
William Kent Holaday was born in 1952 
in Indiana. He graduated from the Inde-
pendent Learning Program, as it was then 
known, in 1974 with a major in animated 
film. After graduation he moved to Hol-
lywood with two members of his band, 
What’s It to Ya, formerly the No. 1 band in 
Bloomington. By 1977 he had given that 
up but continued to pursue his dreams in 
the animation department of Walt Dis-
ney Productions, beginning as an “inbe-
tweener.” The Internet Movie Database 
lists extensive credits, including work on 
series such as Futurama and The Simpsons. 
“As far as academia is concerned,” Holaday 
wrote in a letter to program coordinator 
Natalie Christoph, “I’m probably one of 
the minority who is making a career out of 
precisely what I studied in college.” Hola-
day died on June 24, 2001.

Alumni notebook
(continued from page 5)


