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As social media become more and more 
vital to the academic environment, the de-
partment has taken steps to become a part 
of the online conversation. Using Facebook 
and other networking sites, alumni and 
current students have been chatting about 
graduate school, careers, and other impor-
tant topics.

Several current students and recent 
graduates use Facebook in the same way: 
every day. But Facebook isn’t just for leav-
ing funny notes on friends’ walls — students 

Professor Olaf Sporns was presented 
with the 2008 Distinguished Faculty 
Award Friday, Nov. 7, at the College 
of Arts and Sciences Annual Recogni-
tion Banquet.

Born in Kiel, Germany, Sporns 
worked as a research assistant at the 
Max Planck Institute before earning his 
Ph.D. at Rockefeller University in the 
United States. He joined IU in 2000.

Sporns’ research shows promise in the 
areas of brain disease and recovery. He 
also studies the development of human-
oid robots that can learn and interact 
extensively with humans. During the past 

INSIDE...

Aina Puce, Imaging 
Research Facility 
director, gives an 
exclusive look at the  
recent MRI upgrade.
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1 new wall post: Should I go to graduate school?

are using it for professional networking. For 
Melissa McManus, BS’08, Facebook has 
always been a part of the college experience. 
She’s even used Facebook to organize study 
groups and homework sessions with her 
classmates.

“It’s an easy way to get a hold of 
people,” she said, “and to stay in touch with 
college friends as we all graduate and head 
separate ways.” 

Melissa Troyer, another 2008 gradu-
ate, says she uses her Facebook account on 

a nearly daily basis to connect to friends, 
colleagues and collaborators. She’s also 
been giving back to the department by 
taking part in graduate school discussions 
on the IU Bloomington Psychological and 
Brain Sciences Alumni Group on Facebook 
during her first year as a graduate student 
at MIT.

“I think it’s a great way to keep in touch 
with other psychology students who have 
gone on to pursue advanced degrees,” she 
said. “It’s also a really good place to share 
experiences with current students who are 
in the process of applying to programs.”

Current undergraduate students like 
junior Melissa Vidovich have been able to 
get advice and inspiration from alumni like 
Troyer through both the group discussion 
board and scheduled live chats. Through 
IU’s contract with Adobe, the department 
has used Adobe Connect to create a meet-
ing room for students to get immediate 
responses from alumni who’ve agreed to be 
online to answer questions.

“I think (the live chat) is a great mecha-
nism for asking questions and receiving 
direct answers from alumni,” Vidovich 

The average student logs into Facebook every day 
to play games, chat with friends, leave messages on 
walls, or update “statuses.” But what about using 
social media to plan for a career in psychology?

LIVE CHAT
Students logged into an 
Adobe Connect meeting 
room at scheduled times 
to connect with alumni 
and discuss the process 
for applying to gradu-
ate school programs.

FACEBOOK
Students and alumni 
posted on a discussion 
board to ask questions, 
leaving a record for other 
group members who may 
have similar thoughts 
and concerns.
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Sporns honored 
by College of  
Arts and Sciences

Professor Olaf Sporns accepts the Distin-
guished Faculty Award from College of Arts 
and Sciences Dean and Psychology Profe-
sor Bennett Bertenthal at the banquet. 

year, Sporns’ research has appeared in 
various media outlets. Most recently, 
he was involved in brain-mapping re-
search that was released in the media 
around the world.
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Professor William K. Estes is often re-
ferred to as the father of modern math-
ematical psychology. His early research in 
animal learning and behavior involved col-
laboration with B.F. Skinner to develop a 
method of measuring emotional reactions. 
Estes’ research then turned to visual infor-
mation processing, then mathematical and 
computer modeling of human memory 
and classification learning. 

To honor Estes, the department is cre-
ating a $3,000 summer fellowship in his 
name. The fellowship will provide funding 
for students studying cognitive processes.

Skyler Place talks about his research at a Cognitive Science Program 
lunch meeting in the Psychology Building.

Study: First date  
observers can predict 
relationship outcome
When it comes to assessing the romantic playing field, men 
and women were shown to be equally good at gauging men’s 
interest — and equally bad at judging women’s interest — in 
a speed-dating study.

Doctoral student Skyler Place, lead author of the study, 
works with cognitive science professor Peter Todd. The study, 
published in the January issue of Psychological Science, focused 
on observers’ abilities to judge romantic interest between 
others. The ability, according to Place, has evolutionary ben-
efits when it comes to finding a mate. Using speed dating, a 
popular commercial method for singles to meet a large number 
of potential mates in an evening of successive brief one-on-one 
conversations, researchers studied the participants’ observa-
tions.

“Being able to know which individuals might be available 
and which are clearly smitten by others can make you more ef-
ficient in finding your own romantic interest to pursue,” Place 
said.

The study involved college-age men and women watching 
video clips of couples interacting on speed dates. Each partici-
pant watched 24 videos of different men and women, and after 
each rated whether the man seemed interested in the woman 
and the woman in the man. Observers were able to judge 
men’s romantic interest accurately using body language, tone 
of voice, eye contact, how often each person spoke, and other 
non-verbal cues.

The participants were just as good at predicting the speed-
dating couple’s interest if they saw only �0 seconds of the 
date as they were if they saw 30 seconds. There was, however, 
greater variability in how well observers could predict the 
interest of any speed-dater, ranging from 90 percent accuracy 
down to �0 percent. In five of the videos, 80 percent of ob-
servers thought the women were interested when in fact they 
were not — they were acting friendly even though they had no 
interest in the man.

According to Place, evolutionary theory predicts a certain 
level of coyness or even deceptiveness in women because if 
a relationship is abandoned, they face greater costs when it 
comes to things like pregnancy and child-rearing. This means 
that women are more likely to want men to open up to them 
to find out if they would be good long-term partners.

Want to take part in this study? Researchers are now collect-
ing more data through an online study.

To learn more or participate 
in the 20-minute experiment, 
visit https://www.indiana.edu/
~abcwest/webexp.

New fellowship honors William Estes

Estes
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Imaging Research 
Facility upgrade

Photo feature

(1) Workers exchange the old and new parts of the MRI scanner. The 
parts fill an entire 18-wheeler.
(2) The old gradient coil, which weighs about 2,000 pounds, is success-
fully removed.
(3) The liquid helium levels are topped off before the MRI scanner’s 
magnetic field is set to its normal three Tesla value.
(4) MRI technologists Thea Atwood (left) and Becky Ward (right) test 
out the system’s components.

All photos by Aina Puce, IRF Director
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How we look for 
things, such as 
misplaced car keys, 
could be related 
to how we search 
for more abstract 
things, such as 
words or solu-
tions, according to 
new findings.

Lead author 
Thomas Hills 
worked with 
cognitive scientists 
Peter Todd and 
Robert Gold-
stone to design 
experiments to 
explore the search 
processes used by 
study participants 
in both special 
and abstract set-
tings. The studies 
involved two search modes: Exploita-
tion, where seekers stay with a place or 
task until they have gotten appreciable 

faculty notes

Goldstone

Todd

Study examines  
physical, abstract  
searching

Researchers receive $1.9 million to 
study alcoholism, related disorders

Department researchers received a 
five-year, $�.9 million grant from 
the National Institutes of Health 

to study the role of cognitive and moti-
vational processes in decision making and 
behavioral control in alcoholism and related 
disorders, such as 
attention-deficit/hy-
peractivity disorder 
and childhood con-
duct disorder.

The study, led 
by Professor Peter 
Finn, involves an 
interdisciplinary 
research team with 
expertise in clinical, 
cognitive and math-
ematical psychology. 
The department is in IU Bloomington’s 
College of Arts and Sciences.

This research began with the discov-
ery that reduced attentional capacity and 
impulsive decision making were associated 
with early onset alcohol dependence. 
Finn’s research showed that the 
same patterns of these characteristics 
were associated with marijuana and 
other drug abuse, childhood con-
duct problems and adult antisocial 
behavior.

Results of the research team’s studies 
suggested that reduced attentional capacity 
and impulsive decision making reflected 
a vulnerability that was common to these 
types of problems.

The new project funded by this grant 
is designed to study the specific processes 
that connect reduced attentional capacity 
with impulsive decision-making and how 
these two factors appear to increase the risk 
for alcoholism, drug abuse and behavioral 
problems.

“This study has potential implications 
for treatment and prevention,” Finn said. 
“If we can understand how attention and 
working memory are related to risky and 
impaired decision making, then we can 
develop treatments that target attention 
deficits and working memory deficits that 
can provide a means to improve self-con-
trol.”

The study also includes the assessment 
of ADHD and how working memory and 
personality traits affect the tendency of 

ADHD patients to make impul-
sive choices. 

Visit the Biobehavioral Alcohol 
Research Laboratory Web site: 
www.indiana.edu/~barl.

Finn

2008 Neuroscience Retreat
Faculty members and students of 
the Department of Psychologi-
cal and Brain Sciences and the IU 
Program in Neuroscience joined 
IUPUI researchers for the 2008 
Neuroscience Retreat, an annual 
and collaborative event.  

At far left: Josh Brown and Heather 
Bradshaw discuss Bradshaw’s pre-
sentation during the poster session 
at the 2008 Neuroscience Retreat at 
Bradford Woods.  
 
At left: Sharlene Newman gives a 
talk to neuroscience faculty and 
students from IU and IUPUI at the 
retreat. 

(continued on next page)
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benefit from it, and exploration, where 
seekers move quickly from one place or 
task to another, looking for a new set of 
resources to exploit. They then examined 
whether an initial search, in this case for 
resources in space, primed the mode used 
in the subsequent, more abstract search. 

Researchers asked whether the same 
mechanisms that let simpler organisms 
search in space for food related to how 
humans search for concepts or ideas in 
their minds.

“Our conclusion is that they seem 
to be linked at some level,” Todd said, 
“which is what our priming experiment 
suggests.”

The findings, published in Psychologi-
cal Science, have possible implications for 
work on brain chemistry and cognitive 
disorders. 

 

Kinsey director to 
speak in Sweden
Julia Heiman, 
professor and 
director of the 
Kinsey Institute for 
Research in Sex, 
Gender, and Re-
production (www.
kinseyinstitute.
org), received a 
Gold Medal Award 
from the World 
Association for 
Sexual Health (WAS).

The award honors her lifetime achieve-
ments and contributions to sexology 
and sexual health. She will give a Gold 
Medal Lecture in June at the �9th World 
Congress WAS meeting in Göteborg, 
Sweden. The theme of the conference 
is “Sexual Health & Human Rights: A 
Global Challenge.”

Professor helps  
coordinate obesity 
conference
Peter Todd, professor of psychology, 
cognitive science and informatics, served 
as an organizer for a conference titled 
“Cognitive, Behavioral and Economic 
Approaches to Childhood and  

A ssistant Professor Karin James 
recently received a $� million grant 
from the National Institutes of 

Health to study the role of developmental 
changes in children’s object recognition.

The study is led by James with the as-
sistance of Linda Smith, professor and chair 
of the department, and Professor Susan 
Jones. With the funding awarded by NIH’s 
National Institute of Child Health and Hu-
man Development, they hope to investigate 
how children learn about physical objects.

Although visual object recognition pro-
cesses play a central role in human cogni-
tion, little is known about the development 
of these processes beyond the earliest stage 
of infancy. The researchers are studying 
children between �8 months and 24 months 
old, a period of rapid language expansion. 
Prior work has shown that significant devel-
opmental change in object recognition also 
occurs during this time period.

“With this research program, we hope to 
better understand how children learn about 
objects — a crucial skill for typical develop-
ment to occur,” James said. “At this age, 
children explore everything with their hands, 
and can give us valuable insights into the 
purpose of this kind of object manipulation 
for not only vision, but also the develop-
ment of language and motor skills.”

Using cross-sectional and training studies, 
researchers will focus on three aspects of 

NIH grant funds toddler object-
recognition study

visual object repre-
sentations: causes and 
consequences of a 
preference for view-
ing the planes of ob-
jects rather than views 
of areas between 
planar surfaces; causes 
of developmental 
changes in how 
children hold and 
move objects relative 

to an object’s axes of elongation, and the 
consequences for children’s perception and 
representation of objects; and the ability to 
recognize objects from sparse characteriza-
tions of their geometric structure.

Preliminary studies show that these 
aspects, which are important in studies of 
high-level vision in adults, have roots in 
the �8- to 24-month age rage. The stud-
ies will investigate the roles of action in 
each of these aspects of typically developing 
children’s visual object recognition.

The grant, which also provides support 
for graduate students, will allow the study 
to continue for five years. Research will 
primarily take place in James’ Cognition 
and Action Neuroimaging Lab. Research in 
the lab focuses primarily on action-percep-
tion interactions and perceptual expertise. 
Visit the lab’s Web site at www.indiana.
edu/~canlab.

James

Sherman awarded for law publication
Chancellor’s Professor Steven J. Sherman 
was one of two Indiana University professors 
presented with the Emerald Management 
Reviews Citation of Excellence, a prestigious 
award recognizing the �0 best articles pub-
lished in business and management journals 
around the world.

Sherman and Joseph Hoffmann, professor 
of law, were co-authors of “The Psychology 
and Law of Voluntary Manslaughter: What 
Can Psychology Research Teach Us About 
the ‘Heat of Passion’ Defense?” In the ar-
ticle, published in the Journal of Behavioral 
Decision Making (vol. 20, issue �), Hoff-
mann and Sherman question criminal law’s 
assumptions about the role of emotion in 
voluntary manslaughter cases. 

While psychology research shows that 
anger can last for a long time and even build 
through repeated reminders of a provoking 
event, the doctrine of voluntary manslaugh-
ter assumes a rapid “cooling off” period. 

The law also tends 
not to allow other 
emotions, such as 
fear, to mitigate 
criminal punish-
ment, even though 
psychology finds 
the effects of anger 
and fear on human 
decision-making 
to be similar. The 
article concludes 

that the law should better incorporate 
psychological insights.

Emerald Management Reviews is an 
abstracting and indexing database that 
covers every article in the top 400 busi-
ness and management journals world-
wide. After more than ��,000 entries 
were examined for 2007, Sherman and 
Hoffmann’s article was selected as one of 
the top �0. 

Sherman

Heiman

(continued from previous page)
Faculty notes

(continued on page 10 )
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D epartment graduate students have 
more than just their own careers 
in mind — they’re looking out 

for the undergraduates, too.
By working with undergraduate students 

in labs and teaching courses like P2��, 
Methods of Experimental Psychology, the 
graduates help shape the future of younger 
students. Teaching P2�� is required for all 
graduate students; but for some of them, 
it’s one of the highlights of their academic 
careers so far.

“I love teaching,” said graduate student 
Rick Hullinger. “I enjoy doing research, 
but my passion is teaching. Getting to know 
the students and building relationships is a 
very rewarding experience for the teacher 
and some of the students.”

Because P2�� is often a smaller, more 
intimate classroom setting that many 
undergraduates are not accustomed to, the 
teachers are able to help them understand 
that “not everything is going to be spelled 
out in the real world,” Hullinger said. “They 
may have to ask for help.”

Hullinger said he finds it rewarding as a 

Natsuki Atagi, a major in both psychology and gender 
studies, was named a Burnett/Masters Junior Scholar for the 
2008–09 academic year. Atagi is minoring in Spanish and 
music.

Atagi’s interest in psychological research developed from 
her captivation by scientific research related to human behavior 
and cognition. Since her freshman year, she has been working 
for Linda Smith in the Cognitive Development Lab. Atagi’s 
research interests include cross-linguistic and cross-cultural 
research.

“Natsuki is extraordinary in her deep understanding of 
language, of variabilities across language and of developmental 
psychology,” Smith said. “Interacting with her is like interact-
ing with a graduate student; she’s extremely focused and dedicated.”

In her research project, Atagi examines the role of perceived gender in the under-
standing of nouns and adjectives in different languages. Her data includes subjects 
ranging from four to fifty years old, and monolingual speakers of English, Dutch, 
Spanish, and Japanese. Atagi is fluent in each of these languages.

The Burnett/Masters scholarship was created to provide for juniors in the Hutton 
Honors College in recognition of outstanding academic achievements, leadership and 
contributions to their fields of study to both IU and the Bloomington community.

Graduate students serve as teachers, mentors
teacher to watch the students succeed and 
help them in the future. As a teacher, he 
also enjoys giving personal attention to the 
students. In fact, when working as a TA in 
fellow grad student Bethany Schneider’s 
K300 Statistics course, the two created an 
individualized experience for one student.

“His ability was above the level of the 
course,” Hullinger said. “We offered to 
pull him out of the class and build an 
independent study course to answer more 
difficult questions and let him move at a 
faster pace.”

Schneider’s priority early on was practic-
ing and enhancing her teaching skills. She 
taught both P2�� and K300 after actively 
pursuing teaching appointments for ad-
ditional semesters. She valued the relation-
ship between undergraduates and graduate 
teachers because of the rare relationship 
between the two groups.

“I’m not that far removed from what 
they’re going through,” she said. “My own 
past anxieties about the courses matter, and 
I can think about what I would want as an 
undergraduate.”

She also finds it vital to connect the mate-
rial to students, and look back on her own 
experience to think about what she had to 
do her to learn the material. Her biggest 
achievement, she said, was teaching K300 
and structuring the class on her own to 
make it a success. After reading her evalua-
tions and seeing how well her plans to ap-
proach statistics from a nontraditional angle 
worked, she felt very rewarded as a teacher.

In addition to teaching, Schneider has 
also worked in Professor Tom Busey’s 
Visual Perception and Electrophysiological 
Lab. She said it’s important to let students 
do real research in the labs, not just menial 
tasks.

“They need to learn to design their own 
experiments and apply what they learn,” she 
said. “It helps them become competitive 
candidates for graduate school and be able 
to take a research project from beginning to 
end.”

Because of the efforts of our graduate 
students, our undergraduates have more 
opportunities to enhance their skills during 
their academic careers.

Natsuki

Developmental student  
receives honors scholarship

Student and  
professor guest-
edit journal issue
Postdoctoral researcher Ben Sheibehenne 
and Professor Peter Todd recently edited 
a special issue of Psychology & Marketing 
(Vol. 2�, March 2009) on “Assortment 
Structure and Choice.” The issue features 
work from researchers in both Todd’s and 
Professor Jerome Busemeyer’s labs.

The issue that Sheibehenne and Todd 
guest-edited puts a special emphasis on 
choice overload and assortment complexity. 
The authors approach 
these topics by means 
of field studies, labo-
ratory experiments, 
and cognitive choice 
stimulations.

To read more, 
including a list of 
abstracts, visit www.
scheibehenne.
com/specialissue/
specialissue.htm.
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The following undergraduate students majoring in 
psychology and neuroscience were elected into 

the Phi Beta Kappa society:

Phi Beta Kappa recognizes excellence in the academic 
performance of undergraduate students. Each student 
elected is in the top 10% of College of Arts & Sciences 

students. The students listed above are 20 of the 
119 elected this year, making Psychological & 

Brain Sciences one of the top departments in the 
college for new members. 

For more information, visit pbk.org.

SPRING 2009:
Deepak Agarwal

Natsuki Atagi
Nathan Bower-Bir

Mica Brown
Karen Corcoran

Kevin Elliott
Andrew Filipowicz
Jessica Froehling

Alison Garlock
Deepak Agarwal

Natsuki Atagi
Nathan Bower-Bir

Mica Brown

Karen Corcoran
Kevin Elliott

Andrew Filipowicz
Jessica Froehling

Alison Garlock
Megan Passaloukos

Danielle Prifogle
Courtney Staples

Payne Tatich
Anna Thames

Lauren Walker
Sara Wells

Chelsea Walters
Jordan Wilkerson

FALL 2008:
Erin Bailey

Sanjeev Balamohan
Erin Bleha

Scott Borgetti
Martha Cortes
Kelsey Daluga
Abigail Evans
Alana Gilman

Britteny Godar
Kendal Herget

Philip Hershberger
Elizabeth Hill

Kristen Koning
Ashley McGinn

Amanda McIntyre
Sara Miller

Priscilla Moore
Kristina Morris

Julie Nelson
Matthew Olson

Celena Smith
Amanda 

Underwood
Alicia West

Michael Wolfe

Funding provided to study 
Huntington’s disease
Doctoral student Benjamin Miller has received a competitive fellowship from the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) to complete his PhD research. The award 
provides money for research, travel, and a living stipend.

With his NIH grant, Miller is conducting research focusing on understanding 
Huntington’s disease by exploring the mechanisms by which glutamate and ascor-
bate are implicated in the disease. His team also is investigating whether ceftriax-
one, an antibiotic similar to penicillin, could be used to treat Huntington’s disease.

Miller, who is majoring in both psychology and neuroscience, is advised by 
George Rebec. After completing his PhD, he hopes to obtain a postdoctoral posi-
tion and eventually a tenure-track faculty position at an academic institution. 

“Ben is passionate about research, and this fellowship will allow him to devote 
full time to his passion,” Rebec said. “In the process, he’ll be collecting valuable 
information about the neural substrates of a major neurodegenerative disease.

Before coming to IU, Miller completed his bachelor’s degree at University of 
North Texas. He double-majored in biology and chemistry, minoring in English. 
He also received a master’s degree in biology at the same school.

Rebec, director of the IU Program in Neuroscience, focuses research in his lab in 
two areas: drug-addiction relapse and Huntington’s disease. His work was recently 
featured in the publication IU Home Pages, online at homepages.indiana.edu.

Neuroscience 
undergraduate  
named Cox Scholar
James Byers II, a freshman majoring in 
Neuroscience, was one of 23 students to 
enter IU as Cox Research Scholars for Fall 
2008. 

Byers is working with his faculty adviser, 
Dale Sengelaub, on a project that exam-
ines the interaction of neurotrophic factors 
and steroid hormones in models of moto-
neuron maintenance or repair after injury 
and disease.

(continued from previous page)

Student notes

Need help with your job search?
IU Alumni Career Services can help…
IU Alumni Association members* have full access to  IU Alumni Career Services.  
We have resources for every step of your job search, and all can be accessed 
 at www.iualumnicareers.com.

•  Career assessments to help you choose a career
•  Job board with new jobs posted daily
•  Industry research databases
•  Information on finding a job domestically (40 U.S. cities) and internationally (27 countries)
•  Résumé and cover letter builder
•  Mock interview software that uses your webcam

*These services will be available to you when your IUAA membership begins; approximately 
three months after graduation. Would you like to jumpstart your membership? Please see  
www.alumni.indiana.edu, click on “Join/Renew,” then “New Grad 2for20 Plan.”

For more information on IU Alumni Career Services, go to www.iualumnicareers.com.

The Jesse H. and Beulah Chanley Cox 
Research Scholars Program was estab-
lished through a gift of nearly $27 mil-
lion from the Coxes. Over their lifetimes, 
the late Jesse and Beulah Cox contrib-
uted a combined sum of $92 million to 
the university.

The Cox Research Scholars Program 
features four years of undergraduate 
research opportunity, during which 
students and faculty mentors work side-
by-side on research projects and creative 
efforts. The scholarship has a total value 
of more than $�0,000 over four years, 
providing funds for tuition, fees, books, 
room and board, and a research stipend.
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Alumni spotlight

Laura Goebel, BA’08
Laura Goebel, BA’08, had many experiences as an under-
graduate that helped her along her path—including working 
in a lab, studying abroad in Spain, and even babysitting.

Today, Goebel is in a school psychology MEd/EdS pro-
gram at Loyola University Chicago and works as a part-time 
nanny and therapeutic day school volunteer. While taking 
the course P�99 Planning your Psychology Career, she had 
the assignment to make a portfolio about a psychology ca-
reer she found interesting. The work made her realize what 
she wanted to do after college.

“I chose to research school psychology,” she said, “and 
now I’m in a graduate program, pursuing school psychology 
as my career.”

From 200�–0�, Goebel worked as a research assistant in 
Linda Smith’s Cognitive Development Lab. She said she 
would advise current students to be involved with a lab to 
gain experience outside the classroom.

During the 200�-07 school year, Goebel studied abroad 
in Madrid, Spain, which she cites as one of her most benefi-
cial experiences at IU.

“I did miss IU while I was gone,” she said. “But being 
able to study abroad really changed my life and helped me 
grow both professionally and personally.”

In the future, Goebel hopes to use her knowledge of 
Spanish to work with Hispanic populations in her career.

1960s
Arthur I. Schulman, PhD’�2, 
is the co-author and compiler 
of Websterisms: A Collection 
of Words and Definitions Set 
Forth by the Founding Father 
of American English, which 
was published by Free Press in 
October just prior to the 2�0th 
anniversary of Noah Webster’s 
birth. Schulman writes, “I 
retired from the psychology fac-
ulty at the University of Virginia 
in �998 after 33 years of service. 
More than 20 years of journals 
kept by the best of my students 
in courses such as Imagery, 
Cognitive Processes, and the 
Mind of the Puzzler, now reside 
in the special collections at the 
U.Va. Library, where future 
scholars may discover what un-
dergraduates of this generation 
were thinking.” Schulman lives 
in Charlottesville, Va.

Thomas A. Stump, BA’��, 
MBA’�8, is the owner of Art 
Stump Photography in South 
Bend, Ind. He is the author 
of My Angels Are Come, an 
account of prostate cancer 
survival, which was published in 
July. Stump lives in South Bend.

Susan Wantz Kupisch, 
BA’�8, MS’�9, PhD’7�, of 
Evansville, Ind., is vice presi-
dent for academic affairs at the 
University of Evansville.

1970s
Donna M. Tuke, BA’72, 
MLS’74, publishes newsletters 
for law and business libraries. 
Recently, she started a seminar 
division for business, legal, 
and information profession-
als. For more information, visit 
www.alertpub.com and www.
bia-seminars.com. Tuke lives in 
Chicago.

Michael S. Klein, BA’73, 
was featured on the cover of 
the spring 2008 edition of In 
Practice, a publication of Con-
tinuing Education of the Bar 
of California, a joint venture of 
the State Bar of California and 
the University of California. A 

partner in the law firm Klein & 
Weisz in Los Angeles, Klein has 
been named a Southern Cali-
fornia “Super Lawyer” in a joint 
research project conducted by 
Law & Politics and Los Angeles 
magazines. He is also a frequent 
speaker on a wide range of top-
ics, from real-estate to civil-lib-
erties issues, and is a radio and 
television commentator. Klein 
lives in Los Angeles.

Leonard W. Tieman II, 
BA’77, is a community employ-
ment specialist with the Indiana 
Workforce Development office 
in Bloomington, Ind., where he 
lives. He obtained an MBA from 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
MBA in April 2007.

1980s
David T. Pfenninger, BA’83, 
Res’89, is a psychologist. He 
serves on the dean’s advisory 
council of the IU School of In-
formatics and is a member of the 
chairwoman’s advisory council 
in the Department of Psycho-
logical and Brain Sciences. Pfen-
ninger has worked as a clinical 
psychologist, as a Web services 
business entrepreneur, and has 
founded several companies. He 
lives in Carmel, Ind.

In July 2008, Stephen K. 
Tesmer, BA’8�, JD’9�, was 
sworn in as a deputy attorney 
general for the state of Indiana. 
He joins the appeals division of 
the office. Tesmer previously 
served as chief deputy prosecu-
tor in Washington, Jefferson, 
and Switzerland counties. He 
has also worked in private prac-
tice in Greencastle, Ind., and for 
the Marion County Prosecutor’s 
Office. Tesmer lives in Green-
castle.

Jeffrey S. Yarvis, BA’88, is 
a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. 
Army and an assistant profes-
sor at the Uniformed Services 
University of Health Sciences 
in Bethesda, Md. He writes 
that, “2008 was a good year 
for [me].” Yarvis received the 
Uniformed Social Worker of the 
Year award from the Associa-

tion of Military Surgeons of the 
United States for his research on 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 
He was also named U.S. Army 
Social Worker of the Year, 
inducted into the Order of the 
Military Medical Merit, and in-
ducted into the Randolph (N.J.) 
High School Hall of Fame for 
his humanitarian efforts in Iraq, 
Bosnia, and Haiti. Yarvis also 
recently published his first book, 
Subthreshold Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder: A Comparison of 
Veterans with Different Levels of 
Traumatic Stress and Implica-
tions for the Prevention and 
Treatment of PTSD. He lives in 
Fort Belvoir, Va.

1990s
Jacob M. Wolf, BS’9�, is 
a family physician at Powell 
(Ohio) Family Medicine. He 
and his wife, Erin, had their first 
child, Samuel Joseph, on Oct. 
�3. They live in Dublin, Ohio.

Jennifer B. White, BS’92, 
is a senior account executive 
for CompuCom Systems Inc. 
She writes, “I sell computer-
related services and manage the 
[company’s] relationship with 
Wells Fargo.” White lives in 
Tempe, Ariz.

Jeffrey R. Schlaeger, BA’93, 
is a school psychologist with 
Mason (Ohio) City Schools. 
He specializes in disability 
determination, conflict manage-
ment, and professional develop-
ment and coordinates diversity 
education and training for staff 
and students. Schlaeger also 
provides life coaching, along 
with career and personality as-
sessments, through his personal 
business. He lives with his wife, 
Kathy (Csoka), BS’93, and 
three daughters in the greater 
Cincinnati area. 
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Board member awarded for 
leadership
Susan Rinne, department advisory board member and 
director of Options for Better Living, received the 2008 
Robert O. Zdenek Staff Member of the Year Award from 
the Indiana Association of Economic Development. She was 
honored Aug. 28 at the Statewide Conference on Housing 
and Community Economic Development in Indianapolis.

The annual award recognizes outstanding professional 
leadership and commitment of a staff person working for a 
housing or community economic development organization. 
For more information about Options for Better Living, visit 
optionsfbl.com.

Rinne received a bachelor’s degree from the department 
in �982 before pursuing a master’s degree in public affairs. 
She has been a board member since 2007.

Alumni notebook
(continued from page 8)

2000s
Amanda Pirtle Thurston, 

BA’00, is an outpatient speech 
language pathologist for Clarian 
Methodist Hospital in India-
napolis. She recently completed 
a term as secretary for the 
Indiana Speech-Language-
Hearing Association, a not-
for-profit organization of more 
than �,000 members in the 
professions of speech pathology 
and audiology. Thurston was 
married in August, and she lives 
in Indianapolis.

Amanda Ryan Scherer, 
Cert/BA’0�, Cert/MA’07, 
is director of organizational 
development for J. D. Levy and 
Associates, a philanthropy-cen-
tered consulting and training 
firm based in Jasper, Ind. She 
recently married Randy Scherer 
and the couple lives in Nash-

ville, Tenn.
A. Jessica Fix Stewart, 

BA’0�, writes that she was mar-
ried in September. She lives in 
Sellersburg, Ind.

Heather M. Cloum, BS’07, 
recently graduated from the 
Master of Public Health 
Program at the University of 
Southern California. She lives in 
Los Angeles.

Julie B. Ramolia, BA’07, is 
in the second year of a doc-
toral degree at the IU School 
of Optometry. She plans to 
graduate in 20��. Ramolia lives 
in Bloomington.

Six IU alumni are currently 
teaching in some of New Or-
leans’ neediest public schools 
through teachNOLA, a joint 
initiative of New Schools for 
New Orleans and the Recov-
ery School District to recruit 
teachers for New Orleans public 
schools. The six alumni are  
Kurtis H. Estep, BS’99, who 
teaches special education;  

Rawley D. Fear, BA’0�, a 
first-grade teacher; Lindsey J. 
Harreld, BA’08, a teacher of 
high-school French; Stephen L. 
Hunyadi, BA’0�, who teaches 
seventh- and eighth-grade 

English language arts; Mark L. 
Karwoski, BA’94, who teaches 
seventh-grade reading; and 
Jenny L. Van Auken, BA’0�, a 
sixth-grade English language 
arts teacher. 

Facebook
(continued from page 1)

LIVE CHAT
Students logged into an 
Adobe Connect meeting 
room at scheduled times 
to connect with alumni 
and discuss the process 
for applying to gradu-
ate school programs.

FACEBOOK
Students and alumni 
posted on a discussion 
board to ask questions, 
leaving a record for other 
group members who may 
have similar thoughts 
and concerns.

said. “Not only can 
you ask questions in 
the comfort of your 
own home, but you 
can see what other 
students are asking 
and see topics that you 
never really thought of 
before.”

The application 
process for gradu-
ate school can create 
anxiety in even the 
most successful stu-
dents. Being able to discuss the process in a casual, low-stress 
environment with people who have been through it can help 
students gain confidence.

“The experience of applying is different depending on 
the area of psychology, so students getting ready to apply 
to graduate school could get responses from alumni in all 
areas,” McManus, a current graduate student at University 
of Massachusetts Amherst, said. “Also, everyone’s applica-
tion experience is different, so having the discussion board 
allowed everyone to see a variety of answers and choose what 
was most applicable.”

Students and alumni can now connect to the department 
through Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter. Through these 
social networking devices, individuals inside and outside the 
department can connect on a daily basis and receive regular 
updates. For more information, visit psych.indiana.edu/
about/connect.asp.

“I think (the live chat) 
is a great mechanism 
for asking questions 
and receiving direct 
answers from alumni.”
— MelIssa VIdoVIcH, JunIor

Illustration by Jenny Porter
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at www.alumni.indiana.edu/directory.

(continued from page 5)

Faculty notes

Adolescent Obesity” on campus in 
September.

Experts from the University of Or-
egon, Cornell University, Baylor College 
of Medicine, University of Alabama, 
Purdue University, and the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Boston spoke about 
various factors affecting obesity and pos-
sible solutions. Todd worked with Alyce 
Fly (Department of Applied Health 
Science), Gerhard Glomm (Department 
of Economics), and Rusty Tchernis 
(Department of Economics) to organize 
the event.

The conference was funded by the 
Department of Psychological and Brain 
Sciences, the IU Institute for Advanced 
Studies, the School of Health, Physi-
cal Education, and Recreation, and the 
Department of Economics.


