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In June, the department said goodbye to 
one of the best lecturers in its history.  
Robert Weiskopf, who was an associate 
adjunct professor for 25 years, died at 60 of 
brain cancer.

No matter the size, Weiskopf’s courses 
were generally among the first to fill during 
registration. Many students tried to take 
all of the courses he taught. Some of those 
students even had parents who suggested 
they take his classes.

Weiskopf, born in Germany to con-
centration camp survivors, came to the 
United States with his family at age 3. As an 
undergraduate at the University of Chicago, 
he considered several majors, including phi-
losophy and psychology. According to his 
application for graduate training at Indiana 
University, he chose psychology because 
it “satisfie[d] both my philosophical and 
scientific inclinations.” 

After entering the graduate program in 
�968, he earned a PhD in �974 and began 
teaching in �98�. He was promoted to as-
sociate adjunct professor in �993.

As a professor, Weiskopf received several 
awards from his students, including the 
Student Choice Award for Outstanding 
Faculty. He was well-known for being a 
performer as well as a teacher. For example, 
when explaining certain psychopathologies, 
he would take on the characteristics of a 
person diagnosed with a condition to help 
students understand how a patient would 
behave. Once the class recognized the be-
havior, he would continue to exhibit it until 
students asked him to stop. This helped 
show that clients with some problems may 
be difficult to deal with.

He had a passion not only for teaching, 
but for learning as well. On one occasion, 
after commenting on how exciting he found 
all the new developments in the field of 
neuroscience, he attended a graduate neu-
roscience seminar. Weiskopf even completed 
all of the readings and participated in class 

Because Professor Weiskopf taught in the department for 25 years, some students 
remember him as having a beard. Others recall a more clean-shaven professor.

Lecturer remembered for enthusiasm, thirst for knowledge

discussions alongside graduate students.
Outside of IU, Weiskopf worked as a 

psychologist at Quinco Behavioral Health 
Systems in Columbus for 35 years, directing 
the clinical internship program. He also had 
a private clinical practice in Bloomington.

When Weiskopf became ill in 2006, he 
said one of the things he missed most was 
teaching. He continued to find ways to 

contribute in the department by assisting 
instructors who took over his classes. 

In recognition of his commitment to and 
excellence in teaching, the Weiskopf Award 
for the Outstanding Undergraduate Teach-
ing Assistant will now be presented annually. 
The Weiskopf Award will be given based on 
reliability, attitude, and competence.

Department faculty ranks  
No. 1 in productivity
The faculty in the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences was ranked first 
in the 2007 Top Research Universities Faculty Scholarly Productivity Index, pub-
lished in November by The Chronicle of Higher Education.

The list examines all faculty members in PhD programs and measures their pro-
ductivity. They can be judged on various factors, including books published, journal 
publications, citations of journal articles, federal-grant dollars awarded, and awards 
and honors.

continued on page 8
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department news

Joint faculty members in the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences and 
Indiana University Bloomington’s Program in Neuroscience will move to the new 

Multidisciplinary Science Building II, currently under construction.
The building, part of an initiative to enlarge research space for the sciences, will house 

neuroscience and biogeochemical and atmospheric chemistry. Modular laboratories will 
be easily adaptable to meet the needs of evolving science disciplines. 

More than half of the building will be dedicated to neuroscience faculty and research 
laboratories. MSBII will also house the Linda and Jack Gill Center for Biomolecular 
Science and the Program in Neuroscience.

Faculty members Heather Bradshaw, Joseph Farley, Ken Mackie, Anne Prieto, and 
Cara Wellman will move into the new space. And with more workspace, the College can 
hire as many as four new faculty members in molecular and cellular neuroscience.

Construction continues on IUB’s new 
Multidisciplinary Science Building II. At left, 
an artist’s rendering shows the completed 
Multidisciplinary Science Building II, 
located next to the psychology building.

New facility motivates expansion

Five-year training 
grant awarded
The National Institute on Drug Abuse 
awarded a five-year training grant to IU’s 
Program in Neuroscience. The grant  
allows up to four predoctoral students each 
year to study drug abuse research using an 
integrated approach. 

George Rebec, director of the Program 
in Neuroscience, said this will offer oppor-
tunities for students to learn about both the 
neuroscientific and clinical aspects of drug 
abuse studies. 

“The training will combine molecular and 
cellular biology techniques with patient and 
human responses to treatment,” he said.

Joint faculty in the Program in Neurosci-
ence and the Department of Psychological 
and Brain Sciences will implement this grant.

Organizations, businesses needed 
for internship opportunties
We need your help to identify internship possibilities 
for our undergraduates. 
 To make the most of their undergraduate degrees, many of our students would 
like to explore career opportunities through internships. We are looking for 
internship opportunities in business, nonprofit organizations, the public sector, 
and more.  

Our students pursue careers in many different areas. If your organization, or 
an organization that you are acquainted with, hires summer or academic-year 
interns, please contact Linda Sinex, to discuss possibilities. 

Contact Sinex by email at lsinex@indiana.edu or phone at (8�2)855-2045. 
Or  write to her at: Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences; ��0� E. 
Tenth St.; Indiana University; Bloomington, IN 47405.  We appreciate your 
assistance.
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In November, the Department of Psychological and 
Brain Sciences and the IU School of Law–Blooming-
ton co-sponsored a conference on improving divorce 
mediation interventions to minimize the potentially 
negative impact of divorce on children.

The conference, “For the Sake of the Children: 
Advances in Family Dispute Resolution,” included 
a public session geared toward attorneys, psycholo-
gists, social workers, other professionals, students, 
and the community.

Faculty members Jack Bates, Brian D’Onofrio, 
and Amy Holtzworth-Munroe helped organize the 
event. Their research interests include family conflict 
and causes of psychological and behavioral problems 
in children.

Faculty members from the Department of Psychological 
and Brain Sciences and the IU School of Law–Blooming-
ton take part in “For the Sake of Children: Advances in 
Family Dispute Resolution” at the law school.

Department co-sponsors 
conference on divorce 
mediation techniques

Department news
(continued from page 2)

Technology gives 
students edge
Advances in technology are changing 
science, business, and education at a pace 
that is truly mind-boggling. Our goal is to 
train our students to be ahead of the curve 
— to lead — in using these technological 
advances.

We now have one high-tech classroom 
where instructors integrate technology in 
their teaching and provide hands-on train-
ing. The classroom is used to teach new, 
cutting-edge approaches to statistics. It also 
is used in the study of the brain, problem-
solving and reasoning, and in building 
robots based on what we know about the 
brain. 

Because so many faculty members would 
like to teach in this room, the department 
hopes to one day build a second one. 

Ryan Stevenson teaches a section of P211 Methods of Experimental Psychology in the 
high-tech classroom in the psychology building. The department hopes to raise enough 
money to build a second classroom.
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Faculty members and students of 
the Department of Psychologi-
cal and Brain Sciences and the 

IU Program in Neuroscience joined 
IUPUI researchers for the 2007 
Neuroscience Retreat on Sept. 29, at 
Bradford Woods. The event included a 
poster session.
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Heather Bradshaw describes her re-
search during the poster session. Josh 
Brown and J. Michael Walker, at 
right, prepare for a presentation.

Sari van Anders, Ryan Stevenson, and 
Josh Brown discuss a poster. At left, Karin 
James speaks to the retreat group about  
her fMRI research.

2007 Neuroscience Retreat
Photo feature
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faculty notes

Looks aren’t everything. Or are they?
Cognitive scientist Peter Todd and 

his colleagues took a closer look at what 
people look for in a potential match. The 
study found that beauty is the key ingredi-
ent for men. Women, on the other hand, 
are much choosier and more likely to seek 
security and commitment.

This formula has served humans 
throughout time, with the model of choosy 
females reflected in most mammals, accord-
ing to Todd and his coauthors. Their study, 
“Different cognitive processes underlie 
human mate choices and mate prefer-
ences,” was published in September 2007 
in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences.

In the study, researchers used a speed-
dating session in Germany to compare what 
people said they wanted in a mate with 
whom they actually chose. Speed dating, 
an increasingly popular way for singles to 
meet, involves sessions in which men and 
women have numerous “mini dates” with 
up to 30 different people. Dates may last 
anywhere from three to seven minutes.

After each date, participants checked a 
box on a card noting whether they would 
like to see the other person again. Todd 
and his colleagues describe such speed-dat-
ing events as a “microcosm where mate 
choices are made sequentially in a faster and 
more formalized fashion than in daily life.”

Forty-six adults in the session filled out a 
questionnaire beforehand in which they as-

sessed themselves 
and their ideal 
mates according 
to evolutionarily 
relevant traits, 
such as physical 
attractiveness, 
present and future 
financial status, 
health, and par-
enting qualities. 
Participants stated 
they wanted to 
find someone similar to themselves — a 
socially acceptable answer. 

Once the sessions began, however, 
men sought women based on attractive-
ness while women were drawn to material 
wealth and security, setting their standards 
according to how attractive they viewed 
themselves. Furthermore, while men on 
average wanted to see about half of the 
women again, women only wanted to meet 
one-third of the men again.

The study’s results were no surprise to 
Todd, but the process opened his eyes to 
the research usefulness of the speed-dating 
forum. 

“Speed dating let us look at a large num-
ber of mate-choice decisions collected in a 
short amount of time,” Todd said. “It only 
captures the initial stage of the extended 
process involved in long-term mate choice. 
But that initial expression of interest is 
crucial for launching everything else.”

Faculty member dies at 57
Professor J. Michael Walker, 57, died Saturday, Jan. 5, of 
natural causes.

Walker, a professor of both psychology and neuroscience, 
was director of the Linda and Jack Gill Center for Biomolecu-
lar Science, and also directed IU’s Program in Neuroscience. 
In his lab research, he studied neurochemical, neurophysi-
ological and anatomical bases of pain.

The Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences 
hosted a memorial on Friday, Feb. 22, at the Neal-Marshall 
Black Culture Center.

Memorial donations in Walker’s name can be made to the 
Kang Tsou Memorial Fund, ATTN: Misty Theodore, ��0� 
E. �0th St., Bloomington, IN 47405. The fund, founded by 
Walker, is dedicated to neuropharmacology and education. 

Study investigates what men, 
women look for in a mate

Todd

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 IU
 M

ed
ia

 R
el

at
io

ns

Grant funds word-
learning study
Professors Linda Smith and Chen Yu 
received a $� million grant from the 
National Institutes of Health to study how 
the brain uses highly complex statistics to 
learn language.

The study involves an interdisciplin-
ary research team with expertise in both 
behavioral studies and computer science. 
The research began with the discovery that 
when toddlers begin to learn words, they 
can simultaneously and rapidly learn many 
word-object 
pairings by inter-
nally computing 
complex statis-
tics. The team 
uses advanced 
sensing equip-
ment, such as an 
eye tracker, to 
study learning 
processes and 
develop compu-
tational models 
and systems to 
understand this 
learning.

“This new 
discovery chang-
es completely 
how we under-
stand children’s 
word learning, 
which has been 
thought of as 
happening one 
word at a time, rather than as a kind of 
data-mining of all the ambiguous word-
referent pairings babies happen to hear,” 
Smith said.

Results from behavioral studies and 
computational modeling suggest that 
human learning mechanisms are complex, 
adaptive, extensive, and available to babies, 
Yu said.

“The next step is to explore what kinds 
of computational and cognitive abilities 
babies and people more generally bring to 
the learning process,” he said.

The study, which began in 2006, origi-
nally was funded by IU’s Faculty Research 
Support Program. The NIH grant will 
allow the study to continue for another 
five years.

Smith

In memoriam

Walker

Yu
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Professor Phillip 
Summers, P�0� 
instructor and 
former president 
of Vincennes 
University, will 
be recognized 
this semester for 
his contributions 
to the efforts 
of the Dean of 
Students and 
the Division of 
Student Affairs at IUB. He is the 2007 
recipient of the Gordon Faculty Award, 
an honor named for Michael V.W. Gor-
don, dean of students from �98�–�99�.

Summers received his award during 
the Dean’s Award Reception, held April 
�2, at the Indiana Memorial Union 
University Club. 

In addition to the Gordon Faculty 
Award, Summers also ranked best pro-
fessor in the 2007 Indiana Daily Student 
newspaper “Best of Bloomington” issue. 
Across the campus, he is well-known for 
always learning the names of the 250+ 
students in his classes.

“My goal is that all students who take 
my class can say I knew them and, even 
in a large lecture setting, they felt I had 
a personal interest in their learning and 
academic success,” he said.

Students who nominated Summers 
for this award said he makes the class 
fun and interesting. Most of those sur-
veyed said that his extra-credit oppor-
tunities and sincere concern about the 
students make him IUB’s best professor. 

Faculty notes
(continued from page 5)
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More than 140 students from Phillip Summers’ Psychology 101 class marched in 
the 2007 Homecoming Parade.

Timberlake receives  
Pavlovian Society 
research award
The study of Pav-
lovian conditioning 
calls to mind dogs 
automatically sali-
vating to a ringing 
bell that predicts 
food. Professor 
William Timber-
lake is taking a 
deeper look at the 
contribution of the 
natural history and 
social behaviors 
of the subjects in Pavlovian conditioning 
procedures.

Timberlake recently was presented with 
the Pavlovian Research Award by the Pav-
lovian Society. He received the award at the 
society’s annual meeting in October in Aus-
tin, Texas. This honor is given “in recogni-
tion of seminal and creative contributions 
to understanding Pavlovian conditioning 
in the broader behavioral and ecological 
context of living organisms.”

Students helped Timberlake study the 
conditioned behavior of rats and hamsters 
when presented with social stimuli that 
predicted the delivery of food. He proposed 
that the outcomes of these studies could be 
predicted from natural history and evolu-
tion expressed in the feeding systems of rats 
and hamsters.

In some studies, a subject rat was briefly 
exposed to a stimulus rat preceding the 
delivery of food. Instead of attacking or 
ignoring the stimulus, the subject rat began 
to approach and engage it socially until the 
food appeared. The same affect did not 
occur when a juvenile rat was the predictive 
stimulus or when a hamster was exposed to 
a predictive hamster. Rats, Timberlake said, 
are social feeders.

“They learn what foods are safe based 
on tastes in their mothers’ milk and by 
approaching feeding adults to smell food 
odors on their breath and sample the food,” 

he said. “In contrast, most hamster species 
are solitary feeders not selected to share 
food information.”

In another series of studies, he and his 
students examined the reactions of seven 
rodent species to a rolling ball bearing that 
predicted the delivery of food. Researchers 
found that the frequency with which a spe-
cies interacted with the predictive bearing 
depended on the extent to which the natu-
ral history of the species involved feeding 
on insects. The rodents from insect-eat-
ing species, despite never seeing an insect, 
tracked and interacted with the rolling 
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Timberlake

bearing. Rodents from plant- and seed-eat-
ing species, however, ignored the bearing 
or used it as a signal to go to the food tray. 
Also, among insect-eating rodents, the form 
of interaction with the bearing was related 
to the form of their species-typical preda-
tory reactions to moving prey.

Timberlake’s subsequent work in condi-
tioning has focused on dividing the interval 
between food presentations into two main 
search states: general search, which controls 
behavior related to searching more widely 
for food; and focal search, which controls 

(continued on page 7)

Research for this study is primarily con-
ducted in the department’s Computational 
Cognition and Learning Lab, which Yu 
directs. 

The goal of the lab’s research is to un-
derstand human development and learning 
through both behavioral studies and compu-
tational modeling. 

Professor’s dedication honored
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Kinsey director  
featured on PBS 
program
Professor Julia 
Heiman, director 
of the Kinsey Insti-
tute for Research 
in Sex, Gender, 
and Reproduction, 
was a featured 
guest on the Char-
lie Rose Show on 
Human Sexuality.

Heiman spoke 
on the psychoso-
cial and biological 
factors affecting sexual health and current 
issues in sexual research. The show, part of 
the Charlie Rose Science Series, aired Nov. 
20, on PBS stations nationwide.

The show is available online at  
charlierose.com.

three flight experi-
ments with rodents, 
all involving sen-
sory and behavioral 
development, as 
well as maternal 
processes.

As president-
elect, Alberts will 
help promote 
continued research 
in the area of gravi-
tational life sciences by working with other 
members of the ASGSB community.

The American Society for Gravitational 
and Space Biology, founded in �984, pro-
vides a forum to foster research, educa-
tion and professional development in the 
multidisciplinary fields of gravitational and 
space biology. For more information, visit 
www.asgsb.org.

Study links conduct 
problems to prena-
tal alcohol exposure
A study led by Professor Brian D’Onofrio 
provides some of the strongest evidence 
yet that prenatal exposure to alcohol causes 
conduct prob-
lems in children, 
a finding that has 
been called into 
question in recent 
years.

The national 
study, which 
involved 4,9�2 
mothers and 8,62� 
of their offspring, 
documented the 
connection be-
tween the mothers’ moderate drinking dur-
ing pregnancy and later conduct problems 
in the children they carried while drinking. 
Conduct problems include such behaviors 
as intentionally breaking things, bullying, 
cheating, and lying. Researchers found that 
conduct problems in children increased for 
each additional day of the week on average 
that the mother drank while pregnant.

D’Onofrio and his colleagues analyzed 
data about mothers enrolled in the Na-
tional Longitudinal Survey of Youth. Yearly 
from �979 until �994 and then biannu-
ally through 2004, the women answered 
questions about their substance use during 
each of their pregnancies. The researchers 
also analyzed data involving the mothers’ 
offspring, who were part of the Children of 
the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth. 
Children ages 4 to �� were assessed bian-

behavior focused on the capture of a par-
ticular item. 

“Short predictive stimuli are assumed to 
condition primarily a focal search state and 
focused search behaviors,” he said. “Lon-
ger predictive stimuli are assumed also to 
condition a general search state expressed in 
locomotor behaviors.”

The results explain why Pavlovian con-
ditioning has been primarily assumed to 
occur over short temporal intervals between 
predictive stimuli and responses, and why it 
was necessary to measure different respons-
es to see conditioning at longer temporal 
intervals, Timberlake said.

The Pavlovian Society, established in 
�955 by W. Horsley Gantt at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine, is dedicated 
to the scientific study of behavior and 
promotion of interdisciplinary scientific 
communication. For more information, visit 
www.pavlovian.org. 

Pisoni joins ranks of 
experimental  
psychologists
Professor David Pisoni was recently elected 
to the Society of Experimental Psychologists 
(SEP).

The society, formed in �904 as the 
Society of Experi-
mentalists, admits 
nine new members 
annually from 
among the leading 
experimentalists 
in North America. 
Currently, more 
than 200 psycholo-
gists are members. 
SEP’s goal is to 
“advance psychol-
ogy by arrang-
ing informal conferences on experimental 
psychology.”

For more information, visit sepsych.org.

Alberts elected to 
new position
Professor Jeffrey Alberts recently became 
president-elect of the American Society for 
Gravitational and Space Biology. His new 
role was announced at the 2007 meeting. 

Alberts has been active in both space and 
gravitational biology. He has conducted 

Faculty notes
(continued from page 6)
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(section continued on page 8)
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nually for behavior problems, beginning 
in �986. The study was supported by the 
National Institute of Mental Health.

According to D’Onofrio, the study ruled 
out a host of other explanations for the 
conduct problems in part because the study 
included multiple children per mother. This 
factor allowed the researchers to look at 
siblings who were exposed differently to 
alcohol because the mothers’ drinking var-
ied during different pregnancies. Children 
more frequently exposed to alcohol during 
pregnancy had more conduct problems than 
their siblings who were exposed to alcohol 
less. D’Onofrio and his co-authors wrote 
that prevention efforts should continue 
targeting alcohol consumption during 
pregnancy.

“What’s most concerning now is that 
a large number of women in their child-
bearing years are drinking when they don’t 
realize that they’re pregnant,” he said.

D’Onofrio’s study, “Causal Inferences 
Regarding Prenatal Alcohol Exposure and 
Childhood Externalizing Problems,” was 
published Nov. 5, in the journal Archives of 
General Psychiatry. Co-authors of the study 
are Carol A. Van Hulle, Paul J. Rathouz, 
and Benjamin B. Lahey, all with the Uni-
versity of Chicago Department of Health 
Studies; Irwin D. Waldman from the Emory 
University Department of Psychology; and 
Joseph Lee Rodgers from the Department 
of Psychology at the University of Okla-
homa.
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Faculty notes
(continued from page 7)

Out of 44 faculty members, 95 percent 
have a journal publication, with an average 
of 5.55 publications per faculty member, 
according to the report. Eighty-nine per-
cent have had a journal publication cited 
by another work, with an average of 33.45 
citations per person and 4.59 citations per 

Productivity
(continued from page 1)

Vanderbilt University names  
James exemplary alumnus
Assistant Professor Thomas James recently was awarded the 
Randolph Blake Early Career Award. The award was established 
at Vanderbilt University to recognize exemplary alumni from the 
school’s program in psychological sciences who are in the early 
stages of their careers.

Recipients receive a plaque, a $500 award, and an invitation to 
give a research colloquium. The award was named for Randolph 
Blake, a former chair of Vanderbilt’s Department of Psychology. 
Blake served in that role during some of the most important years 
of its growth. 

Smith honored by Society for  
Personality and Social Psychology
Eliot Smith was honored with a 2007 Award for Distinguished 
Service on Behalf of Social-Personality Psychology by the Society 
for Personality and Social Psychology.

The award recognizes Smith’s work at Indiana University to 
establish the Summer Institute in Social Psychology, a biannual 
summer school that brings together graduate students with a 
distinguished group of instructors. The students participate in two 
weeks of intense training in various cutting-edge topics in the field. 

The Summer Institute, which has taken place in 2003, 2005, 
and 2007, is supported by a grant from the National Science 
Foundation.

Bingham speaks in Scotland
Professor Geoffrey Bingham recently was honored by the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh.

Bingham was offered the chance to speak in Scotland. He also 
consulted on a project at the Royal Aberdeen Children’s Hospital.

Professor receives two awards
James Townsend, Rudy Professor of Psychology, won the Nor-
man Anderson Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007.

The award was endowed to recognize individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions to the field of Experimental Psy-
chology over the course of their lifetimes.  

Townsend also was elected to distinguished professor in 2007.

James
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Awards and honors

student notes

Graduate student 
receives three 
honors
Jenelle Dorner, graduate research fel-
low in the Program in Neuroscience, 
was honored by three organizations 
during the 2007–08 school year.

Dorner earned the National Research 
Service Award for pre-doctoral research 
from the National Institutes of Health, 
funded by the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke.

She also received the P.E.O. Scholar 
Award, a merit-based award for women 
pursuing a doctoral-level degree, or en-
gaged in postgraduate study or research 
at an accredited college or university.

Finally, Dorner was the recipient of 
the Association for Women in Science 
Educational Foundation Diane Russell 
Pre-Doctoral Award.

Department  
opportunities for 
minority students
Minority students in the Department of 
Psychological and Brain Sciences now 
have a chance to discuss their concerns 
and seek financial support.

The Heller Student Support Fund, 
established in �998 by the department 
and the Heller family, was created to 
facilitate the training of students from 
ethnic minorities, from groups under-
represented in the field of psychology, 
and students who are likely to contrib-
ute to increased understanding of social 
and cultural influences on behavior. 
Awards are given to help with costs of 
dissertation research, travel to profes-
sional meetings, or for summer research 
stipends. 

In addition to the fund, faculty 
member Sharlene Newman hosts lunch 
discussions where students can voice 
concerns and hear guest speakers.

Students can qualify for awards based 
on either ethnicity or a combination of 
social factors and familial socioeconomic 
background. In the past, many students 
have used Heller Student Support Fund 
money to present their work at  
conferences.

paper. Thirty-nine percent of faculty mem-
bers have received new grants (more than 
80 percent of the faculty have received 
grants in the past).

Along with other statistics, these stand-
ings placed the department first out of 375 
universities that offer PhD degrees. For 
more information, visit chronicle.com/
stats.
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alumni notebook

(continued on page 10)

‘I get to leave work feeling proud’
Alumni spotlight

Jill Villarreal, PhD’06, is using her 
experience in animal behavior to help 
improve the lives of pets.

At IU, Villarreal gained a broad edu-
cation in animal behavior.  She enjoyed 
courses and learning experiences offered 
within the Department of Psychological 
and Brain Sciences, as well as through 
the departments of biology, anthropol-
ogy, history and philosophy of science, 
and the Medical Sciences Program.  She 
served on the Developmental Train-
ing Grant and was active in the Center 
for the Integrative Study of Animal 
Behavior.  

Comparative physiologist Henry 
Prange and developmental neurosci-
entist Dale Sengelaub co-mentored 
Villarreal’s dissertation. Her research 
addressed how environmental factors 
influence the morphological, physiologi-
cal, and behavioral development of rats.  

After graduation, Villarreal continued 
her interest in understanding the com-
plex relationship between environment 
and developmental processes and ac-
cepted a position as an Animal Behavior 
Scientist with Nestlé Purina Research 

& Development.  This was an opportu-
nity to extend her area of work and get 
involved in non-invasive animal welfare 
research involving cats and dogs.  

At Nestlé Purina, Villarreal designs 
and implements lifespan socialization 
and enrichment programs, conducts 
continuous improvement in pet welfare 
science, and works with nutritionists, 
food scientists, flavor scientists, and 
veterinarians to better understand pet 
behavior.  

Villarreal said she is pleased to be part 
of Nestlé Purina because of the rigors 
of their science and their passion for 
enhancing the lives of pets.  

 “Everyday I get to leave work feeling 
proud of the work I’ve done,” she said. 
“Not only does Nestlé Purina support 
my professional development, they 
promote a healthy balance of work and 
home life.”  

Outside of her profession, Villarreal 
enjoys volunteering with her husband 
Ronald at the local animal shelter, hik-
ing with their dog Ivan, and playing 
with their three cats Beta, Omar, and 
Niko.
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1970s
Richard D. Feldman, BA’72, MD’77, 
is director of the family-medicine resi-
dency program for St. Francis Hospital & 
Health Centers in Beech Grove, Ind. In 
November 2007, he received the Presi-
dential Leadership Award from Women In 
Government, honoring his work in cervi-
cal-cancer awareness and prevention. An 
assistant clinical professor at the IU School 
of Medicine, Feldman served as Indiana’s 
state health commissioner from �997 to 
200�. He lives in Indianapolis with his 
wife, Rebecca (Peters), MD’8�, a physician 
for Eli Lilly and Co.

Patricia Head Moskal, BA’76, is a 
litigation attorney and partner at the law 
firm Boult Cummings Conners & Berry 
in Nashville, Tenn. She is also president of 
the Marion Griffin Chapter of the Lawyers’ 
Association for Women. Moskal lives in 
Nashville.

In 2007, Kim E. Pendery, BA’77, 
became senior editor for multimedia sports 
of The Tampa Tribune. Previously, she 
worked in the sports department of the St. 
Petersburg Times for 20 years. An I-Woman 
in tennis, Pendery lives in St. Petersburg, 
Fla.

1980s
Mary Hoffman Davis, BA’82, MD’87, 
MS’90, Fellow’95, works for the Regen-
strief Institute in Indianapolis. Previously, 
she directed pediatric pathology for the IU 
School of Medicine in Indianapolis from 
�997–2005. Davis lives in Bargersville, 
Ind.

Tina M. Musto, BA’83, of Long 
Beach, Calif., works at the Los Angeles law 
firm Quinn Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & 
Hedges. She received her law degree from 
Ohio Northern University in �987.

Michele LeBlanc, BS’86, PhD’00, is an 
associate professor and the Nena Amund-
son Professor of Biomechanics at Califor-
nia Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, 
Calif. She lives in Newbury Park, Calif.

Bridget Robinson-Riegler, BS’88, is 
assistant dean of academic affairs at Augs-
burg College in Minneapolis. She and her 
husband, Greg, wrote the book Cognitive 
Psychology: Applying the Science of the Mind, 
the second edition of which was published 
in July 2007. Robinson-Riegler lives in 
Minneapolis.

Villareal with her dog, Ivan.
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Keeping an open mind
Megan Haselschwerdt, BS’07, found that despite her original plans to study a 
specific aspect of psychology, her degree and experience led her to a different track.

As an IU undergraduate, Haselschwerdt’s plan was to be a clinical psychologist, 
and she thought it was the only route for her. Later, she learned about another 
possibility.

“I met with Dr. Linda Smith and she introduced me to Human Development 
and Family Studies,” she said. “She explained it is important to keep my options 
open, and that clinical psychology was not the only option for me.”

Once she looked into this possibility at the University of Illinois, she realized 
that research interests in human development and family studies were very similar 
to her own. She applied to the program and was accepted.

“I did not fully realize this was the best program for me until about one to two 
months into my first semester,” Haselschwerdt said. “I realized that this program 
really fit my needs and interests more than clinical psychology would have.”

It is important, she said, to be open-minded and go with the flow.
“Everything works out for a reason, and I am proof,” she said.

Alumni spotlight
Alumni notebook
(continued from page 9)

In August 2007, Beverly B. Roskos-
Ewoldsen, PhD’89, became associate dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences at the 
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. She 
coordinates budgetary and academic affairs 
for �� departments and also leads the uni-
versity’s Learner Centered College Initia-
tive. Roskos-Ewoldsen’s husband, David, 
PhD’90, is a professor of psychology at the 
university. In April 2007 he received the 
Department of Psychology’s Distinguished 
Faculty Research Award. He also launched 
a new journal, Communication Methods 
and Measures, through Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates. The Roskos-Ewoldsens live in 
Tuscaloosa.

1990s
Mary Elizabeth Knish, BA’90, is director 
of communications at AARP Tennessee. 
Her “Choices for Care” campaign received 
honorable mention honors from PR 
News’s Nonprofit PR Awards 2006 in the 
advocacy campaign and lobbying efforts 
category. She lives and works in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Nicole Boren Bickett, BA’92, MBA’97, 
is president and founder of Organize to 
Optimize, a company that provides orga-
nization solutions for large and small busi-
nesses. In December 2006, SPS Publishing 
published her book, Organize Your Office 
for Life, a step-by-step guide that helps 
business professionals take control of their 
office clutter. Bickett lives in Carmel, Ind.

Kindra Antey Strupp, BA/BAJ’93, 
has worked for Eli Lilly and Co. for seven 
years. She writes that she has supported 
senior management and developed public 
relations campaigns for two major brands 
— Zyprexa and Cialis. Strupp lives in 
Indianapolis with her “college sweetheart” 
husband and their two daughters, ages 5 
and 2.

Jeremy A. Klotz, BA’96, is an associate 
for the law firm Roetzel & Andress. He 
lives and works in Cincinnati.

Darren J. Schmidt, BA’96, is the 
director of litigation counsel at Universal 
Music Group in Santa Monica, Calif. He 
previously worked at the law firm Jenner & 
Block in Chicago. Schmidt lives in Venice, 
Calif.

Sarah Wagnitz Avink, BS’97, is self-
employed as a contractor and project 
manager for United BioSource Corp. She 
and her husband, Hank, had their first 
child, Henry Jeffrey, on Dec. �5, 2006. 
The Avinks live in Kalamazoo, Mich.

Whitney Hinkle Mosby, BA’99, 
JD’02, is an attorney at the law firm Bing-

ham McHale in Indianapolis. She con-
centrates her practice in creditor’s rights 
and bankruptcy matters. In November 
2007, Mosby was selected to receive the 
Young Lawyer of the Year Award from the 
Indianapolis Bar Association. She lives in 
Zionsville, Ind., with her husband, Brent, 
BS’97, JD’02.

Lisa Hartley, BA’97, serves as vice 
president of the Nashville, Tenn., Chapter 
of the IU Alumni Association. On June 
�0, 2006, she met fellow IU Bloomington 
graduate Capt. Joseph A. Roman, BA’99, 
after inviting him to join the chapter. 
Hartley writes that they began dating, and, 
after Roman returned from a military de-
ployment, they realized their relationship 
could survive anything. Roman proposed 
to Hartley on May 26, and they were mar-
ried on Aug. 25 in Hartley’s hometown 
of Roswell, Ga. Chapter treasurer Jennifer 
D. Hartley, BS’94, and chapter president 
Jordan E. Faut, BA’03, attended the wed-
ding. A few weeks after their marriage, 
Roman began a third tour of duty and is 
currently serving in Iraq. The couple lives 
in Brentwood, Tenn.

2000s
Chris M. Normand, BA’02, is production 
assistant III at ESPN Remote Production 
in Bristol, Conn. “Coolest moment so far: 
getting paid to travel to Bloomington and 
work a men’s basketball game!” he writes. 
Normand lives in West Hartford, Conn., 
and can be contacted at cnormand�3@aol.
com.

“I would love to reconnect with my 
peers and other Indiana University alumni 
in the Chicagoland area,” writes Wesley 
S. Landman, BA’03. “Having recently 

started a new career [as a financial planner 
with Ameriprise Financial], networking 
and developing some business-to-business 
and peer-to-peer relationships would prove 
to be very beneficial.” Landman can be 
reached at wslandman@alumni.iu.edu.

Matthew E. Primeau, BS’05, is pursu-
ing a PhD in psychology at Purdue Univer-
sity. He lives in West Lafayette, Ind.

(continued on page 11)

Where 
are you 
now?

Want to let other 
alumni know what you’re 
doing? Have a story or 
memory to share from your 
time at IU? Or maybe you 
just want to pass words of 
wisdom to current students? 

The Department of Psychological 
and Brain Sciences needs your stories 
for our Web site and publications. 
Contact Jenny Porter at (8�2) 855-
8897 or porterjl@indiana.edu.
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Jamie D. Wynn, BAJ’05, works for the 
Indiana Family and Social Services Admin-
istration as part of the Division of Family 
Resources. She can be reached at jamie.
wynn@gmail.com.

Christopher L. Bottger, BS’06, attends 
Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, 
Ill. He is pursuing a master’s degree in 
clinical psychology.

Hilmi M. Demir, PhD’06, married 
Leslie (Lutz), MA/MPA’05. In May 2007, 
they wrote that they planned to move to 
Ankara, Turkey. He planned to teach phi-
losophy at Bilkent University, and she was 
working on obtaining a teaching position 
in English at the university. She previously 
worked as a marketing and development 
coordinator for Kalamazoo (Mich.) Loaves 
and Fishes, a not-for-profit food bank.

Anne K. Johnson, Cert’06, BA’07, is 
a college counselor for Lower Price Hill 
Community School. She writes that she is 
also doing work with AmeriCorps for one 
year. Johnson lives and works in Cincinnati.

Kelly Marie Reinhold, BA/Cert’06, 
and Christopher Thomas Young, BS’05, 

Alumni notebook
(continued from page 10)

  

Alumna receives Fulbright to study 
in Switzerland

Of note

Ashley Randall, BS’04, has been awarded a Fulbright U.S. Student Scholarship to 
study psychology in Switzerland. She is one of �,300 U.S. citizens who will travel 
abroad for the 2007–08 academic year through the program.

Randall is originally from Cincinnati. After returning from Switzerland in July 
2008, she will begin her doctoral work at the Department of Family Studies and 
Human Development at the University of Arizona, Tucson.

The Fulbright Program was established in �946 under legislation introduced 
by the late Sen. J. William Fulbright of Arkansas. Since its inception, the program 
has provided more than 279,000 people with the opportunity to observe other 
countries’ political, economic, educational, and culture institutions. The Fulbright 
program operates in more than �50 countries.

Recipients are chosen on the bases of academic or professional achievement and 
demonstrated leadership potential in their respective fields. 

were married on June �6, 2007. Chris is a 
sixth-grade science teacher and head wres-
tling coach at Doe Creek Middle School 
in New Palestine, Ind. Kelly works for 
Humana Inc. as a human-resources analyst. 
The couple recently purchased their first 
home in New Palestine.

Christina E. Hollingsworth, BA’07, of 
New York City, writes that she is a graduate 
student at Columbia University, pursuing a 
degree in social work. She is also an intern 
at an assisted-living community in New 
York City.

This newsletter is published by the Indiana 
University Alumni Association, in coop-
eration with the Department of Psycho-
logical and Brain Sciences and the College 
of Arts & Sciences Alumni Association, 
to encourage alumni interest in and sup-
port for Indiana University. For activities 
and membership information, call (800) 
824-3044 or send e-mail to iualumni@
indiana.edu.
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Psych ♦ NotesWhat’s new at psych.indiana.edu?
Our new Web site is more user-friendly and includes several features to  

meet the needs of our alumni. Visit today to see our new look.

Newsletter PDFs 
for download

Stories about  
featured alumni

Tour information

Quick access  
to online giving

 
 Tell us what you think!

E-mail Jenny at porterjl@indiana.edu to let us know  
what you’d like to see in the alumni section.

Important announcements  
and updates for alumni

Easy-to-use
navigation
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What’s new with you?
The IU Alumni Association is charged with maintaining records for all 
IU alumni. Please print as much of the following information as you 
wish. Its purpose, in addition to providing us with your class note, is to 
keep IU’s alumni records accurate and up to date.  To verify and update 
your information online, visit our online alumni directory at 
www.alumni.indiana.edu/directory.
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Travel in 
style!

Send us your business card 
or your information, and 
we’ll send you a personalized 
luggage tag! 

To show your pride as a College 
alumnus and improve our alumni 
database at the same time, mail to: 
Luggage Tags, College of Arts & 
Sciences, Kirkwood Hall 208, 130 S. 
Woodlawn, Bloomington, IN 47405.


