
One More River to Cross  
Cast and crew of the theatrical production co-produced by Drs. 
Gladys DeVane and James Mumford.  A journey through Afri-
can-American history in drama, music, and poetry. Cast mem-
bers include IU students, faculty (Audrey T. McCluskey), and 
staff, and Bloomington community members. Presented at the 
Bloomington Playwrights Project . 

In The House 
 

African Dance Ensemble 
Every Friday 

The Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center in collaboration with the 
African Studies Outreach Program has organized an African Mu-

sic and Dance Ensemble for IU students, faculty, staff, and 
Bloomington community. No experience is necessary. All are 

welcome! Fridays 6:00pm to 8:00pm Neal-Marshall Black Culture 
Center, room A219. 

 
Critical Issues Lecture Series 

4:00pm in the N-MBCC Bridgwaters Lounge  
Wednesday, February 11  

Rashad Shabazz, ―Carceral Geographies and Black Masculinity : 
:The Prisonization of Black Living Space.‖ 
 

Black Knowledge Bowl 
Wednesday, February 27 

7:00pm to 10:00pm in the N-MBCC Grand Hall. 
How much do you know about the Black experience in the U.S. 
and around the world? Black Knowledge Bowl is an academic 

excellence and historical program at IUB. The game is akin to the 
game-show Jeopardy, but in this case questions are based on the 

history of African Americans.  
 

Brown Bag Lecture Series 
Noon to 1:00pm in the N-MBCC Bridgwaters Lounge. 

The African American and African Diaspora Studies in collabo-
ration with the Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center 

 
Wednesday, February 13 

Sara Bagby Farmer, ―Triangulation of the Diaspora: Afro-
Caribbean Writers in America.‖ 

 
Wednesday, March 19 

Kevin Brown, ―Lessons learned from Comparing the Application 
of Constitutional and Federal Discrimination Laws to Higher 
Education opportunities of African Americans in the U.S. with 
Dalits in India.‖  

 
Wednesday, April 9 

Noon to 1:00pm in the N-MBCC Bridgwaters Lounge. 
Khalil Muhammad, ―Disappearing Acts: White Criminality in the 
Age of Crow.‖ 

 
Spotlight: Spoken Word 

7:00pm to 10:00pm in the N-MBCC Bridgwaters Lounge 
This is an open forum event that allows students to showcase 
their talents and express themselves through poetry, spoken word 
and song. 

February 20, 2008 
March 5, 2008 
March 19, 2008 
April 2, 2008 
April 16, 2008 

 
Herman Hudson Symposium 

Saturday March 22, 2008  N-MBCC  
10:00am-11:00am: Registration and  Lunch 

Keynote address by Sonia Sanchez 

“Lifting the Veil: Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Identity and   
Responsibility in Global Societies” 

Sponsored by the AAADS Graduate Society 

Frances Marshall 
 SHOUT-OUT  

Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center 

  Marcellus Neal 

Volume 1 ,  No.  2  Spr ing 2008    

    … Where You Belong 

Director’s Corner  
   Excellence :  A Black Thing We  All  Understand--- The Great Debaters (2007) 

Despite the presence of lynch mobs,  Jim Crow laws, and separate and unequal facilities, the Wiley College De-
bate Team from the dusty town of  Marshall, Texas never lost a match. At least not to any of the heavily en-
dowed, out-ranked White northern universities that  broke the color  barrier  in the 1930s by daring to debate 
Wiley.   The Wiley team  was  led by the masterful  Melvin B. Tolson  who channeled his  abhorrence  to  the 
racist power structure of the ungallant South into  the school‘s champion debate team.  The new must-see  mo-
tion picture based on this historical fact was produced  by Oprah Winfrey and  Denzel Washington.  Washing-
ton stars as Tolson in a role that  illustrates  the importance of  dedicated teachers in all our lives. You have to love 
the people to teach the people, Tolson believed. He  became a noted poet of the post Harlem Renaissance era and 
the author of  three acclaimed works of poetry including Harlem Gallery (1965). Tolson used everyday lessons to 
remind his skillful  debaters that they had to put their rhetoric  to the test in their daily lives.  ―How could you,‖  
he asked, ―argue forcefully against segregation, then go down to the segregated movie theater, pay  your money 
and enter through a side door?‖ The flawed logic and  gap between words and actions that Tolson pointed out 
to his students should serve to remind  students today to examine the faulty  premises that they may hold. The 
expectation of  maximum rewards for minimal efforts  is one such faulty premise. This applies to grades, work 
habits, relationships, etc.  Excellence is a black thing that has never been out of  style.  See the movie-- embrace 
its timeless message.   —-Audrey T. McCluskey, Interim Director 

Our View 

 if you  haven’t registered, 

You can’t vote. If you don’t vote 

You will blow your chance to change history! 

What will  you tell  your grandchildren when they ask you 

Did you vote in the historic election  way back in 2008? 

 

*********** 

For more information about registering to vote in Indiana go to: 

www.indianavotes.com  
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Preserving  History  
Quilting in the African American 

Tradition 

“I do not pre-plan.  Sometimes I 
will have a vision and other times I 
will just create a picture as I work 
along.  Sometimes as I am day 
dreaming or reading throughout 
the day and the whole quilt will 
just appear.  I can also pick a topic 
and work from it, I can truly  say     
that I just work off of what I feel.”
      

  - Jacquelyn Hughes Mooney 

 

For full interview visit our website at: 
 www.indiana.edu/~nmbcc/ 

The Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center hosted a 
special event commemorating Hurricane Katrina 
titled, ―Changed Waters: The Aftermath of 
Katrina: A Presentation of Renewal  in Quilts, Sto-
ries, and Music. It featured storyteller Karen Hurst, 
musician Monica Dillon, and master quilter Jacque-
lyn Hughes Mooney. Ms .  Mooney, Artist-in-
Residence at Bennett Women‘s College, led a  
quilting workshop   in which  participants designed  
small quilts that represented important events or 
people in their  lives.  She also discussed the im-
portance of  the African  American quilting tradi-
tion.  ―I do not consider myself a quilter who be-
came an artist, but an artist who became a quilter,‖ 
Mooney said.  A  New Orleans  native who lost 
many of her  treasured quilts  in the storm, is in-
spired by African American culture with its emphasis on  survival and renewal. Her colorful quilts tell stories  of  love and 
struggle and spiritual gifts of the  African American community. ―I am inspired by people , the history and plight of Afri-
cans Americans, especially women,‖ Mooney said.  Mooney  has made quilts for Oprah Winfrey, Terry McMillan,  Bill 
Gates, George  H.W. Bush,  Danny Glover, Bill and Camille Cosby, and Maya Angelou among others. During her work-
shop Mooney instructed the group on basic quilt-making skills, spoke why it is important for African Americans to take 
pride in quilting. According to Mooney, ―Enslaved African women in the big house created quilts for their masters working 
from ‗can‘t see to can‘t see.‘ Then the women went to their mud-floor cabins and sewed quilts for their family. Quilts  pro-
tected their babies and kept them  from  sleeping on mud.‖ Elizabeth Keckley, who was the seamstress  for Abraham Lin-
coln‘s wife, Mary Todd, bought her freedom by sewing and making quilts.‖   
       
         -----Patrice Worthy, IU graduate  

To Sag, or not to Sag?  
That is the Question 

 
SHOUT-OUT solicited the opinion of  IU students on 
campus about  the phenomenon of “sagging,” or the wearing 
of oversized pants in a manner in which  the waist “sags” to  
reveal underwear, or skin. Some counties have enacted laws 
against it . A practice that originated in prison culture due 
to the prohibition against belts, it is now  de rigueur  among 
many young African American males.  
 
“The way  individuals dress  is a reflection of 
who they are and how  take care of themselves. Presentation is 
everything.”   
- Ta‘Vonna Robertson, Junior 
 
“If you think sagging your jeans is cool, you should re-think it 
and make yourself neater. Sometimes I just want to go and lift 
their pants up for them – that’s how much it bothers me.”  
- Sara Ko, Sophomore 
 
“I think if you buy your pants , you should be able to wear 
them anyway you want to.”   
-Chris Tucker, Freshman 
 
“I think that it adds on to the unprofessional look that is given 
to us by the media as they continue to portray us as drug deal-
ers, pimps, and gang bangers." 
-Sean R. Johnson, Junior 
 
" This image is nothing more than another way for individuals 
to look down on the African American race." 
 -DeOndray K. Pope, Senior 
 



Name: Mahauganee D. Shaw 
Class: First Year Doctoral Student 
Hometown: St. Louis, Mo 
Major: Higher Education Student Affairs 
GPA: 3.8 
 
Why did you decide to attend IU? 
I came to IU largely because of the HESA 
(Higher Education and Student Affairs) pro-
gram. I was also looking to move back closer 
to home and back to a region that has all four 
seasons. 
 
What activities/organizations are you 
involved in? 
My weekly schedule doesn‘t include a lot of 

coursework that I miss life‘s other lessons—
I‘m most inspired by those who have come 
before me, everyone from the second-year 
doctoral student to the most highly-
acclaimed scholars. 
 
Where do you see yourself in 5 years? 
Prayerfully, I‘ll have left Bloomington, with 
degree in hand, and be in my dream position 
(right now, I have no idea what that position 
is).  
 
What advice would you give to other 
young people? 
You have the power (and the responsibility) 
to define yourself. Each day you have the 
ability to choose who you are and the re-
sponsibility to demonstrate it through your 
actions. Decide who you want to be in life, 
and then map out a path that will take you 
there. 
 
Interviewed by Meagan Mitchell 

 SHOUT-OUT 

free time, so I‘m not as active as I‘d like 
to be. However, I am a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta and the Black 
Graduate Student Association (BGSA). 
I also spend time volunteering off-
campus, and I try to remain involved 
with the young adults at Second Baptist 
Church, which has become my Bloom-
ington church home. 
 
How do you balance your time be-
tween activities, work, homework 
and your personal life? 
Not very well…I‘m actually in the proc-
ess of trying to develop a set weekly 
schedule, including assigning myself 
reading/studying time and alone time to 
rejuvenate. 
 
As a young black woman on cam-
pus, what is one of your greatest 
challenges? 
There‘s not an obvious answer to that 
for me. When preparing to come to IU, 
I thought my major challenge would be 

building a support system and a social 
circle. Not surprisingly, I prayed about it 
and those two things fell into place for me 
right away. With both of those in place, I 
have no excuses not to succeed. My great-
est challenge now is the daily struggle to 
remain focused on the reason I‘m here 
and to live up to my potential. 
 
What song, quote, motto best relates 
to your life or how you view life? 
Wow, I just get to choose one?! There are 
so many that motivate me, but for the 
past couple of months, I‘ve been using a 
quote by Ainsley Carry that describes my 
decision to return to school: ―I may not 
be where I want to be, but thank God 
I‘m not where I used to be.‖ 

 
Who is your inspiration? 
I‘m inspired by so many people that it 
truly depends on what day you ask me. 
Today—when I‘m wondering how I‘m 
going to stay on top of my assignments 
this semester, and yet not get so lost in my 
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N-MBCC Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Carter G. Woodson 

The Mis-Education of the Negro was 
originally released in 1933. The book   
focuses on  the impact of slavery on the 
Black psyche , and how that  has affected  
the  education of Black people. Woodson 
questions  the  education system that  is 
designed to maintain white supremacy. He 
also examines the difference between 
white education and training  the          
education that blacks  receive. Woodson,  
the founder of the  original Black History 
week celebration in 1926.  provides      
solutions to these challenges. He advocates  
study, discipline, and  the adoption of an 
Afrocentric worldview. The new edition 
contains a new introduction, a biographical 
profile of the author, and study questions. 
This is a great book to read and add to 
your collection! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Danielle Santiago  
The novel, Little Ghetto Girl, is about a 
character named  Kisa who in her past life,   
was a hustler,  involved with  drug dealing.  
Kisa becomes pregnant and marries the 
love of her life, Sincere Montega. She then 
leaves the life of hustling for good, while 
pursuing a legitimate business of her own. 
Then one day Sincere Montega gets locked 
up in jail , thus forcing Kisa back into the 
world she has tried so hard to leave      
behind. Kai, their newborn baby may be 
the only reason for this couple to stay        
together, with all the lies, cheating, and 
conflict between. This book is escapist 
literature, but a real page turner. 

 
By: Amber Daniel  

  A Moment  in History  
On May 5, 2006, the hip-hop generation 
proved they could be a force for social 
change equally as tenacious as their baby-
boomer predecessors. After the Univer-
sity released plans to close NMBCC‘s 
library, students quickly organized a sit-in 
and protest. Fifty students spent the 
night in the library as a show of their 

solidarity, and more than 70 students gathered there the following 
day to lend their support and sign petitions to keep the library open.  
The students marched from the Center up Jordan Avenue to the 
main entrance of the Herman B. Wells library waving signs and 
chanting ―Shut us down, shut us up, shut us down – no way!‖  
      The University cited low traffic volume as the reason for slating 
the library for closure. Students, however, argued that the technol-
ogy in the library wasn‘t updated or maintained, which deterred stu-
dents from wanting to use the library.  Student activism paid off for 
the demonstrators. Today, the Neal-Marshall Black Culture Center 
Library remains open with updated facilities and continues to thrive.   
     By Brannon Smith  

Student Organizations    
Black Graduate Student Association  

     The Black Graduate Student Association (BGSA) is an or-

ganization of graduate and professional students who are dedi-

cated to enriching the graduate experience for black students. 

Faced with many issues including financial and psychological 

stress, BGSA strives to address those needs by providing an 

information network that links campus and community re-

sources and services. It also promotes academic achievement 

and serves as a forum for the exchange of ideas-- both intellec-

tual and professional.  BGSA promotes a positive social and 

cultural climate by engaging in and sponsoring programs that 

benefit its members.  Currently, BGSU is planning new events 

and community service projects. Stay tuned for upcoming news.  

Contact Timberly Baker at: carter3@indiana.edu 

Staying healthy!  That should be    

an important goal for  black college        
students.  With obesity at an all time 
high, HIV-AIDS on the rise,  and        
diabetes growing fast among our young 
people,   the question is  what are you 
doing to stay healthy? As college stu-
dents we tend to eat lots of fast food 
and not enough vegetables. We also tend 
to skip going to the gym because of busy 
schedules and crazy homework assign-
ments however,  once you decide that 
your health is important to you, it is not 
difficult to make better choices. For ex-
ample, you  can cut back  on fatty foods 
and immediately reduce your risk of 
heart disease, cancer, stroke, high blood 
pressure, and obesity.  Here are some 
great alternative choices to make in your 
diet: 

 Instead of a hamburger and a soda , 
order grilled chicken and water. 

 Replace dessert with fresh fruit. 

 Buy more whole wheat foods instead  
of  big bags of snack foods. 

 Choose low-fat or fat-free milk and 
dairy products. 
    Exercise  is also important. Here are 
some simple exercises you can do while 
at work, in the library, or in the dorm:  
Try some squats: Stand in front of your 
chair with your feet shoulder-width apart. 
Bend your knees as though you're sitting 
on the chair, keeping your weight on your 
heels. When your legs are parallel with 
the seat of the chair, slowly rise to your 
original standing position.  
Hold up the wall with wall sits: With 
your back touching the wall, move your 
feet away from the wall so that the wall is 
supporting the weight of your back. Bend 
your knees so that your legs form a 90-
degree angle. Hold as long as you can.  
Abs: Sit on the edge of chair, arms ex-
tending in front.  Keeping back straight, 
contract the abs and slowly lower torso 

WHAT’s UP with THAT? 
 

 The 2008-09 Kelley School of Business undergraduate scholarship application is 
now available! The application is made available each year between January 1 and 
September 28.  All admitted undergraduate Kelley students who will be enrolled 
next year are encouraged to apply.  The application as well as information on avail-
able scholarships may be found at:  

       http://www.kelley.iu.edu/ugrad/admissions/scholarship/current.cfm. 
 
 Looking for a summer internship?  The Northwestern University Summer Re-

search Opportunity Program (SROP) may be what you are looking for. The goal 
of the SROP has been twofold: (1) to increase diversity among students pursuing 
graduate education and (2) to provide a concentrated academic research experience 
for students who might not otherwise have access to such an opportunity. For 
more information and to access the on-line application, please visit the following 
web site: 

       http://www.tgs.northwestern.edu/studentlife/multiculturaloffice/research/

Hey, can I have some heart disease with those fries? 

towards back of chair.  Hold 2-3 seconds 
and repeat. 
The Overhead Press: Hold water bottle 
in right hand, elbow bent, and extend arm 
overhead.  Repeat other side.  
The Bicep Curl: Hold water bottle in 
right hand and, with abs in and spine 
straight, curl bottle towards shoul-
der.  Repeat  the other side.  Hey, before 
you know it, you‘re  strutting your new, 
healthier body. 
 
by Meagan Mitchell 
 

Say What? 
Quotes By Famous African Americans 

 
“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the ob-

stacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.” –Booker T. Washington 
 
“People pay for what they do, and still more for what they have allowed themselves to become. 
And they pay for it very simply by the lives they lead.”  -James Baldwin 
 
“No man can know where he is going unless he knows exactly where he has been and exactly 
how he arrived at his present place.”    -Maya Angelou 

 

Photo courtesy of Herald-Times  

Staying Healthy  
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