
Probably like many majors, 
I got into Religious Studies 
by happy chance. I wanted 
to start taking one class a 
semester, just to keep my 
mind alive. At the time, my 
husband and I were living in 
a Brown County backwater 
where we ran our furniture 
and cabinet-making business. 
Because I wasn’t enrolled as 
a full-time student, I got the 
last dregs of classes to choose 
from at registration. One with 
space available caught my 
eye: “Religion, Medicine, and 
Suffering in the West.” Robert 
Orsi, a longtime member of 
the faculty, was the instructor. 
As soon as he began describing his course, 
I was hooked. It profoundly challenged my 
taken-for-granted worldview and ignited 
my enthusiasm to learn more. 

Other department faculty members with 
whom I worked closely were  
Stephen Stein, James Hart, Richard 
Miller, and David Smith. The quality of 
the teaching in the Religious Studies De-
partment was beyond compare at Indiana 
University, especially at the undergraduate 
level. I found in the Religious Studies De-
partment a rare, and proper, emphasis on 
written work, which I appreciate demands 
considerably more of faculty members than 
do multiple-choice exams. I also found the 
faculty to be extraordinarily generous with 
their time, with encouragement, and with 
constructive criticism.

Although I had planned to go on to 
doctoral studies, I decided after a wrench-
ing struggle that I would not. At the age 
of 35, I had an unusual resumé that com-
bined years of professional cabinetmaking 
with a master’s degree in Religious  
Studies (a subject that is appallingly mis-
understood beyond Sycamore Hall). After 
months of job-searching, I decided to set 
up a furniture-making shop in my damp, 
dark basement. (Nasty. A river really did 
run through it!)

Over the years I have worked hard to 
cultivate a niche, at the local and national 
levels, for the kind of work I like to do — 
that is, designing and making furniture 
and built-in cabinetry for houses from the 
late-19th century into the mid-20th. 

In an effort to expand my opportunities 
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RS major earns 
Palmer-Brandon, 
two years running 

IU’s College 
of Arts and  
Sciences selected 
two students as 
winners of its 
2009 Palmer-
Brandon Prize. 
Aren Wilson-
Wright, a junior 
majoring in 
Jewish studies, 
religious studies 
and mathematics, and Clara Mitchell, a 
junior majoring in English and art his-
tory, will each receive $20,000. 

The Palmer-Brandon Prize is given 
annually to outstanding full-time stu-
dents who are majoring in the humani-
ties. A Greencastle, Ind., native, Wilson-
Wright used his prize money to travel 
and study in Israel in the summer of 
2009 and to purchase hard-to-find study 
materials for his planned senior thesis on 
literary criticism on the Hebrew Bible. 
Professor Matthias Lehmann, of the 
Borns Jewish Studies Program, nomi-
nated Wilson-Wright for the honor. 
This marks the second year in a row that 
a religious studies major has won the 
Palmer-Brandon Prize.

Wilson-Wright
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Hiller wears the hats of writer, designer, and woodworker.
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12th-century palimp-
sest manuscript of 
an apocryphal sutra 
on the salvation of 
women, an article 
on the 19th- and 
20th-century recep-
tion of an 11th-
century bronze 
from Kinpusen, and 
encyclopedia entries 

on Buddhist art and architecture.
For 2008–09, Blair was an Alexander W. 

Mellon Fellow in the Humanities at Stan-
ford University. In addition to teaching two 
classes in Japanese and Asian religions and 
working on several articles and conference 
presentations, Blair gave birth to her daugh-
ter Madrona, who arrived on Thanksgiving 
Day.

At Indiana, Blair will teach courses in 
Asian and Japanese religions and East Asian 
Buddhism. When she lectures, she uses 
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Around the department

Japanese religions expert joins faculty

I n the fall, the Department of Religious 
Studies welcomes to the faculty Dr. 
Heather Blair, who specializes in Japa-

nese religions.
In 2008 Blair finished her doctoral work 

at Harvard University with the support of a 
Whiting Fellowship; before that, she spent 
18 months in Japan on a Fulbright Dis-
sertation Research Fellowship. Blair takes a 
strong interest in pre-modern history: her 
research focuses on religious landscapes and 
the religious lifestyles of the nobility in early 
medieval Japan. 

Her doctoral dissertation studies Kinpu-
sen (which means, literally, “Peak of Gold”), 
a sacred mountain that stands about 60 km 
southeast of Osaka and that has been an 
important pilgrimage destination since at 
least the 10th century. The Council on East 
Asian Studies at Yale University awarded the 
2008–2009 Stanley Weinstein Dissertation 
Prize to Blair for her groundbreaking work. 
Her current projects include an essay on a 

slides and film clips to bring some of the vi-
tality of religious sites and practices into the 
classroom. She asks even beginning students 
to read primary texts because this stretches 
and builds their synthetic and analytical skills 
and opens up new (and often radically dif-
ferent) ways of thinking.

Blair continues to be interested in 
mountains, and she traces this back to her 
childhood. She grew up in Seattle and often 
went walking and hiking with her parents 
in the Cascade and Olympic ranges. When 
she first went to Japan, she headed for the 
mountains out of habit and found that on 
many a summit there was a shrine or temple. 
Intellectual curiosity and exploration on foot 
led her to return to the mountains in her 
graduate work, and she was rewarded not 
only with fascinating material, but also with 
hot springs at the end of long hikes.

Students and faculty colleagues alike are 
excited to welcome Heather Blair to Indiana 
University.

IU Ethics Bowl team wins 
national competition!
In March 2009, the Indiana University Ethics Bowl team 
won the 15th Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl Competition in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. The competition, which began in fall 
2008 with 10 regional bowl competitions, culminated in 
competition among the 32 top teams. The Intercollegiate 
Ethics Bowl is one of the programs of the Association for 
Practical and Professional Ethics, which has sponsored Eth-
ics Bowl since its inception in 1996. The winners at the 
national competition in Cincinnati were Shana Bergen, 
Devin Carpenter (a junior majoring in Philosophy, Reli-
gious Studies, and Political Science), Dylan Pittman, Neil 
Shah, Laura Goins, Rachel Morris, and their sponsor 
Richard Miller (Director of the Poynter Center for the 
Study of Ethics and American Institutions and a Professor 
of Religious Studies.)  Professor Miller is extremely proud 
of the team for months of hard work and impressive ac-
complishments. Congratulations to all!

Shruti Krishnan of Indiana University-Bloomington was 
awarded a U.S. Department of State Critical Language 
Scholarship to study Arabic in Morocco during the summer 
of 2009.

Krishnan awarded Critical  
Language Scholarship

Karapanagiotis receives 
2009–10 Dissertation Year 
Fellowship
Nicole Karapanagiotis, a doctoral candi-
date focusing on the Hindu traditions in 
both India and the Diaspora, received the 
department’s 2009-10 Dissertation Year 
Fellowship. 

Her primary areas of interest include 
theistic Vedanta philosophy, Vaishnava de-
votion, and religion and technology. 

Her doctoral dissertation, which is a 
study of the performance of Hindu ritual 
worship (puja) to Vishnu and Shiva on the 
Internet, combines all of these interests. 

Karapanagiotis said: “I am grateful for the 2009-2010 Religious 
Studies Dissertation-Year Fellowship that I was so generously 
awarded by the Religious Studies Department. With this fellow-
ship, I will be moving to central New Jersey for the year so that I 
can interview Hindu devotees regarding their practices of cyber-
devotion to Vishnu and Shiva. Through these ethnographic inter-
views, I hope to gain a fuller sense of not only the specific practices 
involved in Hindu cyber-devotion, but also the ways in which 
Hindu devotees understand this new form of religious ritual. This 
ethnographic data, coupled with textual and theoretical analyses, 
will comprise the greater part of my dissertation.” 

Karapanagiotis

Blair



C andy 
Gunther 
Brown, 

associate professor 
of religious studies, 
has been awarded 
a $150,000 grant 
to pursue research 
on divine healing 
practices and their 
involvement in glo-
balization. 

The grant comes from the Flame of Love 
Project, funded by the John Templeton 
Foundation. It complements two other 
awards: a $50,000 New Frontiers in the 
Arts and Humanities Grant awarded to 
Brown this year by the IU Office of the Vice 
Provost for Research and funded by the Lilly 
Endowment, and a $14,500 Outstanding 
Junior Faculty Award conferred last year by 
IU’s Office of the Vice Provost for Academ-
ic Affairs, Dean of the Faculties, and Office 
of the Vice Provost for Research. 

Brown is a historian and ethnographer 
of religion and culture. She studies divine 
healing practices in the United States and 
their global connections. Her grant-funded 
research includes four book projects: Miracle 
Cures? Divine Healing and Deliverance in 
America, which will trace a cultural history 
of divine healing practices in the United 
States from the 1860s to the present and 
examines modern-day interactions with heal-
ing practices in other countries; Therapeutic 
Pluralism: America’s Pursuit of Healing for 
Body, Mind, and Spirit, which will look at 
how Americans experiment with therapies 
without regard for religious or medical con-
sistency; Global Pentecostal and Charismatic 
Healing, a book that Brown is editing and 
in which an international, multidisciplinary 
team of scholars will examine divine healing 
practices on every continent; and Global 
Awakenings: Transnational Divine Heal-
ing Movements in North America, Brazil, 
and Mozambique, co-authored by Brown 
and Michael McClymond, who holds the 
Clarence Louis and Helen Irene Steber En-
dowed Chair in Theological Studies at Saint 
Louis University. 

Brown said the research provides a 
broader understanding of Pentecostal Chris-
tianity, which is the fastest-growing segment 
of Christianity in the U.S. and much of the 
world. She noted that some surveys show 70 
to 80 percent of U.S. respondents believe 
God heals people in answer to prayer and 
that in many Latin American, Asian, and 
African countries where Pentecostal growth 

is occurring most rapidly, as many as 80 
percent of first-generation Christians at-
tribute their conversions primarily to having 
received or witnessed divine healing.

According to Brown, the topics of Pen-
tecostalism, healing, and globalization are 
“logically, not incidentally related.” She says 
that Pentecostalism is “more than a religious 
movement that happens to emphasize 
healing and that happens to have spread 
to a number of countries. Globalization 
characteristically heightens both the actual 
threat and irrational fears of disease, thereby 
spurring the growth of religions like Pente-
costalism that are centrally concerned with 
healing.” And religious globalization works 
in multiple directions: healing practices and 
ideas from other countries are picked up by 
North American Pentecostal mission groups 
and catch on in U.S. churches. 

Brown’s work focuses on two divine-
healing groups: Global Awakening, based in 
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; and the International 
Association of Healing Rooms, based in 
Spokane, Wash., with more than 900 af-
filiates worldwide. Global Awakening, in 
addition to being influential with U.S. Pen-
tecostal churches, is active in 40 countries, 
especially Brazil and Mozambique. 

Brown has traveled to Brazil twice and 
visited Mozambique in summer 2009 to 
carry out the research, which includes us-
ing social and natural science methods of 
observation, interviews, surveys, and clinical 
studies to collect data. She also plans to 
address the question of whether healing 
practices “work,” although she emphasizes 
the complexity of this frequently asked ques-
tion, given differing ideas of what consti-
tutes healing. 

“Miracle is not a word that makes sense 
within the paradigm of scientific natural-
ism,” she said. “The term ‘healing’ likewise 
can mean different things, and the same 
with ‘science.’ All these terms take on lives 
of their own. The question is how people 
interpret their experiences of illness and 
healing.” 

Brown observed that many people who 
turn to divine healing also try “holistic” ap-
proaches such as chiropractic, acupuncture, 
yoga, homeopathy, and Reiki — the genesis 
of the Therapeutic Pluralism book project.

Farewell to four  
colleagues
As we welcome Heather Blair, we say 
farewell to four colleagues. 

Professor Steven Weitzman departs 
to join the faculty at Stanford Univer-
sity. Weitzman came to IU in 1993 and 
served as Director of Undergraduate 
Studies before becoming Director of the 
Borns Jewish Studies Program. Students 
and colleagues will miss his unique sense 
of humor as well as excellent teaching of 
the Hebrew Bible and ancient Judaism.

In addition, Kevin O’Neill accepted 
a position as an assistant professor at the 
University of Toronto, and Dorothea 
Schulz decided to return to her native 
Germany as a Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Cologne. Paul 
Fischer, who served as a visiting lecturer 
in Asian religion for two years, landed 
a tenure-track position at the Ameri-
can University in Cairo. We wish these 
friends well as they begin new chapters in 
their careers.

Furey wins  
Trustees Teaching 
Award 
Professor Constance Furey is the 2009 
recipient of the College of Arts & Scienc-
es Trustees Teaching Award for Excel-
lence in the Depart-
ment of Religious 
Studies. Professor 
Furey is one of the 
department’s most 
popular and acces-
sible teachers.

She has taught 
a wide variety of 
courses, from the 
large Introduction 
to Christianity, to intermediate-level 
courses on specific topics, to graduate 
and honors undergraduate seminars. 
Students in all these courses praise her 
enthusiasm, knowledge of her field, 
and willingness to help students. They 
frequently note her helpfulness with 
papers and other individual projects. 
Indeed, students wait in long lines to 
see her during her office hours. Over 
the last two or three academic years, she 
has served on more than 15 doctoral 
dissertation committees in numerous 
departments. Constance Furey’s out-
standing mentoring of students, both 
undergraduate and graduates, makes her 
particularly deserving of this prestigious 
award.

Brown awarded Templeton-
funded Flame of Love grant

Furey

Brown

“Miracle is not a word that 
makes sense within the para-

digm of scientific naturalism.”
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David Brakke traveled in April to the Uni-
versity of Texas, where he gave a lecture on 
demons in Valentinian Christian thought, 
and to DePauw University, where he spoke 
on the demonology of Evagrius of Pon-
tus. Along with his colleagues Deborah 
Deliyannis and Edward Watts in History, 
Brakke organized and hosted the eighth 
biennial conference Shifting Frontiers in 
Late Antiquity, with the theme “Shifting 
Cultural Frontiers.” More than 90 scholars 
from throughout the world attended the 
four-day event in April. In May he gave a 
talk entitled “Jews, Greeks, and Other Her-
esies: The Mixed-Up Religious World (and 
Rhetoric) of Shenoute of Atripe” at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and he de-
livered the after-dinner talk at the meeting 
of the North American Patristics Society in 
Chicago: “Not Funny: Plants, Animals, and 
Shenoute.” Two recent articles are “The 
Body as/at the Boundary of Gnosis” (Jour-
nal of Early Christian Studies 17) and “A 
New Fragment of Athanasius’s 39th Festal 
Letter: Heresy, Apocrypha, and the Canon” 
(Harvard Theological Review 102). 

In January 2009 Candy Gunther 
Brown commented on the panel “Religion 
and the World of Print in Early America” 
at the meeting of the American Society of 
Church History in New York. She gave a 
lecture in February entitled “Miracle Cures? 
Divine Healing Networks and the Global 
Expansion of Christianity” at Virginia Com-
monwealth University in Richmond, as part 
of the Bishop Walter F. Sullivan Chair in 
Catholic Studies Lecture Series. In addition 
to the Templeton award featured earlier 
in the newsletter, she also received a New 
Frontiers in the Arts & Humanities Grant, 
funded by the Lilly Endowment. She had 
interviews in Charisma and the Bloomington 
Herald-Times and with Radio Rhema, New 
Zealand.

Constance Furey traveled to the Uni-
versity of London in February to present 
a paper entitled “The Intimacy of Error: 
Thomas More and Desiderius Erasmus.” 
She also organized a colloquium at IUB 
called Religious Renaissance, which in-
cluded speakers from Oxford, UC Davis, 
UC Irvine, and Harvard. She is co-chair 
of Religion in Premodern Europe and the 
Mediterranean, a new session at the AAR’s 
annual meeting. This year she advised 
an honors thesis by Lauren Johnson and 
received the department’s Trustees Teach-
ing Award. She was awarded a College Arts 
and Humanities Institute Fellowship for 
her book project, Religious Relationships: 

Gender and Devotional Poetry in Renais-
sance England, and will be on leave during 
the 2009–2010 school year. 

David Haberman returned to full-time 
teaching in spring 2009 after spending 
much of his sabbatical in India finishing the 
ethnographic research for his current book 
project, People Trees: Tree Worship in North-
ern India. He gave three talks on other 
campuses, all related to his interest in the 
area of religion and ecology. In February 
Haberman delivered a lecture at Bucknell 
University titled “Faces in the Trees” and 
met with undergraduate students who were 
reading his recent book, River of Lover in 
an Age of Pollution: The Yamuna River of 
Northern India. In March he presented at 
Saint Joseph’s University in Philadelphia 
during a conference about Asia and the 
environment. There, he gave a talk titled 
“The Yamuna: River of Lover in an Age of 
Pollution.” In April he delivered a talk at 
California State University, Chico, titled 
“Faces on the Trees”; he also taught a class 
on religion and ecology in India and met 
with students to discuss religious studies. 
During summer 2009, Haberman rode a 
1,600-mile deCycles bike-tour of the Appa-
lachian Mountains with his son Nathan and 
60 other young riders.

Chaya Halberstam spent the 2008–09 
academic year doing research at the Univer-
sity of Michigan as a fellow at the Frankel 
Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies. She 
gave several talks in Ann Arbor and one at 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
Halberstam traveled to Maine this summer 
to lead two seminars for The Rule of Law: 
Legal Studies and the Liberal Arts, an NEH 
Summer Institute for College and Uni-
versity Teachers at the University of New 
England.

J. Albert Harrill spent spring 2009 at 
Harvard University Divinity School as a 

visiting scholar in New Testament studies. 
He published two essays, “Philemon, Letter 
to” and “Slavery” in the New Interpreter’s 
Dictionary of the Bible (Abingdon Press, 
2009) as well as several book reviews in the 
Catholic Biblical Quarterly and Shofar: An 
Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies. 
In August 2009 Harrill traveled to Vienna, 
Austria, to present a competitive paper at 
the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas 
(International Society of New Testament 
Studies) on religious oaths and violence 
in the Acts of the Apostles, with financial 
support from IU’s Overseas Conference 
Fund. He will spend the fall semester 2009 
in Germany as a returning Alexander von 
Humboldt fellow in the Faculty of Protes-
tant Theology at the Westfälische-Wilhelms 
Universität Münster.

Sylvester Johnson published “Colonial-
ism, Biblical World-Making, and Tempo-
ralities in Olaudah Equiano’s Interesting 
Narrative” (Church History 77) and “Re-
ligion Proper and Proper Religion: Arthur 
Fauset and the Study of African American 
Religions” (in The New Black Gods, Indiana 
University Press). In fall 2009 he will teach 
two new courses: R391Religion and Sex in 
America and R438 Martin Luther King and 
Malcolm X in American Religion. Johnson 
joined a panel discussion on “Colonialism 
and Violence” at the American Academy of 
Religion’s meeting in Chicago in November 
2008; he presented on “Christian Narra-
tive and African American Racial Identity” 
in January 2009 at the American Society 
of Church History meeting in New York 
City; and in June 2009 he led a panel 
entitled “Where Do We Go From Here?” 
at the first biennial Religion and American 
Culture Conference in Indianapolis, which 
was hosted by the Center for the Study of 
Religion in American Culture at IUPUI. 

Faculty news

(continued on page 5)

In September, the Cistercian Studies 
Series and Liturgical Press will publish 
Professor David Brakke’s translation 
of Evagrius of Pontus, Talking Back: 
A Monastic Handbook for Combating 
Demons. 

BOOKSHELF
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(continued from page 4)

Faculty news

(continued on page 10)

Nancy Levene presented three papers 
in spring 2009. “Does Spinoza Think the 
Bible (Or Any Inanimate Thing) is Sacred?” 
was delivered at UCLA’s Center for Jew-
ish Studies in January; in March she gave 
“Spinoza on Stevens on Scripture” at the 
conference “Early Modern/Postmodern” 
sponsored by the departments of compara-
tive literature and rhetoric at the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. In April she 
presented “Body, Mind, Blood: Philosophi-
cal Variations on the Jewish Question” at 
the conference Jewish Philosophy: Past 
Approaches, New Directions, under the 
auspices of the Canada Research Chair 
in Modern Jewish Thought at McMaster 
University (Hamilton, Ontario) and at 
King’s University College at the University 
of Western Ontario (London, Ontario). 
In April, Levene served as a respondent to 
Julia Lupton’s “Paul Shakespeare” at the 
Religious Renaissance Symposium at Indi-
ana University.

Shaul Magid was recently appointed 
co-chairman of the Study of Judaism section 
for the American Academy of Religion and 
director of the Jewish Mysticism section 
of the Association of Jewish Studies. The 
following essays have already appeared or 
will likely appear before the close of 2009: 
“Constructing Women from Men: The 
Metaphysics of Male Homosexuality among 
Lurianic Kabbalists in Sixteenth-Century 
Safed,” Jewish Studies Quarterly; “Lurianic 
Kabbala and its Literary Genre: Myth, His-
tory, Fiction,” Prooftexts; “Subversion as 
Return: Scripture, Dissent, and Renewal in 
Contemporary Judaism,” Subverting Scrip-
ture (Palgrave Macmillan); “The Role of the 
Secular in Abraham Joshua Heschel’s The-
ology: (Re)Reading Heschel After 9/11,” 
Modern Judaism; “Pragmatism and Piety: 
The American Spiritual and Philosophical 
Roots of Jewish Renewal,” Kabbalah and 
Modernity (Brill); “The Holocaust as In-
verted Miracle: Shalom Noah Barzofsky of 
Slonim on the Power and Divine Nature of 
Radical Evil,” Spiritual Authority: Wrestling 
with Cultural Power in Jewish Thought (Ben 
Gurion University Press); and a revision of 
the article on “Judaism” for the World Book 
Encyclopedia. He has published book re-
views in The Forward, The Washington Post 
Sunday Book Review, Journal of Religion, 
and American Historical Review. He has 
published the following essays of general 
interest: “From Pariah to Charmed Hero: 
America’s Obsession with Jews and Israel,” 
Religion Dispatches and The New Vilna 
Review; “‘Jews who were Israelis’: Anti-Sem-

itism and the Chabad Center in Mumbai,” 
Religion Dispatches; “The ‘American’ Holo-
caust and the American Jewish Dilemma,” 
Zeek Magazine; and “Obama ‘Shakes’ the 
Jewish Consciousness in Cairo,” Religion 
Dispatches. He gave the following invited 
lectures: “Jewish Jesus in America: New 
Perspectives,” Wesleyan University/Illinois, 
March 2009, and “Re-Claiming Jesus or 
Defending Judaism? The Jewish Jesus in 
Contemporary America,” UCLA Center for 
Jewish Studies, January 2009. His book, 
From Metaphysics to Midrash, won the 2009 
AAR Award in Excellence in Religion in the 
category of textual studies. 

Rebecca Manring spent much of the 
2009 summer in Dhaka, Bangladesh, where 
the monsoon was about to break, and she 
served as director of curricula for the Bangla 
Summer Institute (BSI). In its fourth year 
of operation, this State Department-funded 
critical language program brings 15 Ameri-
can students at various levels and in various 
disciplines to study Bengali in an intensive 
nine-week program. She traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., in March for the directors’ 
meetings of the Critical Language Scholar-
ship programs, where she presented a report 
on the many programmatic innovations 
she has initiated at the BSI. The following 
week she traveled to Albuquerque, N.M., 
to present a paper on Sanskrit in western 
popular media at the annual meeting of the 
American Oriental Society; her observations 
on the significance of the Gayatri Mantra 
over the opening credits for “Battlestar 
Galactica” and of the remarkable and often 
inappropriate array of celebrity Sanskrit tat-
toos elicited many comments and questions. 
Manring signed a contract with Oxford 
University Press to publish her next book, 
provisionally titled The Glory of Advaita, a 
translation of one Sanskrit and two Middle 
Bengali hagiographies of the 15th century 
Bengali Vaishnava leader, Advaita Acharya. 
In fall 2009 she plans to teach a new course, 
“Mandir and Masjid at the Movies,” which 
will marry film studies and religious studies 
theory using South Asian cinema as its ve-
hicle.  Find a series of letters and pictures of 
her summer in Dhaka online: http://www.
indiana.edu/~relstud/faculty/ProfMan-
ringGreetingsfromDhaka.shtml.

Richard Miller published “Just War, 
Civic Virtue, and Democratic Social Criti-
cism: Augustinian Reflections,” Journal of 
Religion 89; “Killing, Self-Defense, and 
Bad Luck,” Journal of Religious Ethics 37; 
and “On Duties and Debts to Children,” 
Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal 91. 
He completed an essay, “The Moral and 
Political Burdens of Memory,” forthcom-
ing in the Journal of Religious Ethics, and 
he spent much of the summer fine-tuning 
his book manuscript, tentatively entitled, 

Terror, Religion, and the Disquiet of Equal 
Liberty. In his work as Director of the 
Poynter Center for the Study of Ethics and 
American Institutions, Miller sponsored 
the IU Ethics Bowl team, which won the 
2009 national competition, the second such 
championship under his direction. With 
John Bodnar, director of the IU Institute 
for Advanced Study, he launched a new 
Interdisciplinary Faculty Workshop for 
2009-10, focusing on the theme of “empa-
thy.” He continues to work on the College 
of Arts and Sciences tenure committee and 
taught the IU Wells Scholars Senior Semi-
nar: The Ethics of Happiness. He will be 
presenting papers at the annual meetings of 
the American Academy of Religion and the 
Society of Christian Ethics in 2009–10.

Richard Nance completed work on a 
paper titled, “Tall Tales, Tathāgatas, and 
Truth: Notes on the ‘Privileged Lie’ in 
Indian Buddhist Literature” (currently 
under review). His review of Ryusei Keira’s 
Mādhyamika and Epistemology will appear 
in the Journal of the American Oriental 
Society. He is currently working on a paper 
(tentatively entitled “Reappraising the Reli-
ances”) that addresses the ways in which 
Indian and Tibetan texts acknowledge and 
distribute personal and textual authority. 
Nance spent summer 2009 in Buryatia 
(Russian Federation) investigating the prac-
tice of Buddhism in the area and working 
with a team from the Buryat Science Centre 
of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences.

Lisa Sideris became the department’s 
director of undergraduate studies in January 
2009. She taught a new seminar in human 
dilemmas for the Human Biology Program 
on the theme of Bioethics and Literature. 
She published “Environmental Literacy 
and the Lifelong Cultivation of Won-
der” in Teaching Environmental Literacy: 
Across Campus and Across the Curriculum 
(Indiana University Press). In February 
she participated in a panel discussion on 
“Perfection and Imperfection in the Age 
of the Genome” in connection with the 
Liz Lerman Dance Exchange, “Ferocious 
Beauty: Genome.” In March Sideris was 
keynote speaker for the Women’s His-
tory Month Annual Luncheon held at the 
Bloomington Convention Center, where 
she spoke on “Rachel Carson and the Rise 
of the Environmental Movement.” In April 
she gave the Annual Women and Religion 
Lecture at Creighton University, titled 
“Ethics, Empathy, and Wonder: Rachel 
Carson’s Environmental Legacy,” and she 
lectured on “Religion, Nature, and a Sense 
of Wonder” at the University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana, as part of its Religion 
and Environmental Thought Series. In the 

5



�

Academia Sinica, National Chengchi 
University, Aletheia University, and an in-
ternational symposium on Chinese popular 
religions. His article “The Erotic Empress: 
Fantasy and Sovereignty in Chinese Tem-
ple Inscriptions” was accepted for publi-
cation in T’ang Studies. Pettit received a 
Grant-in-Aid of Doctoral Research and a 
Graduate and Professional Student Orga-
nization travel grant. During 2009–10 he 
will complete his dissertation with the aid 
of the College of Arts and Sciences Disser-
tation Year Research Fellowship Award and 
the Henry Luce Foundation/American 
Council of Learned Societies Dissertation 
Fellowship in East and Southeast Asian 

Student Notes

(continued on page 9)

Graduate News
Jessica Carr presented a paper at the 
November 2008 meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion in Chicago titled, “A 
People or a Nation? The Development of 
Zionism in American Reform Judaism.” 

Aimee Hamilton received an IU 
Bloomington Religious Studies Gradu-
ate Student Fellowship for the 2008–09 
academic year. In fall 2008 and spring 
2009, she taught Introduction to Hindu-
ism at IUB and in fall 2008 also taught an 
upper-division Hinduism and Buddhism 
course at IUPUI. She presented her paper 
“Goddess Parvati and Brides’ Bodies: The 
Aesthetics of Hindu Adornment” at the 
department’s spring 2009 Religious Stud-
ies Graduate Student Conference. After 
a summer road-trip to Montana to visit 
family, she will return to Bloomington to 
work in earnest on her dissertation, which 
concerns the religious aesthetics of Hindu 
bridal adornment.

Erik Hammerstrom has been making 
good progress on his dissertation, which is 
titled “Buddhists Talk Science in Modern 
China, 1895-1949.” Hammerstrom has 
been supported by the Religious Studies 
Departmental Dissertation Fellowship and 
a Dissertation Grant from the Taiwan-
based Sheng Yen Education Foundation. 
In 2008–09 he also taught two courses at 
DePauw University: Introduction to Asian 
Religions and an upper-division seminar 
on Chinese religion. After presenting two 
papers in 2008 at the 15th Congress of 
the International Association of Buddhist 
Studies at Emory University and the 12th 
International Conference of the History of 
Science in East Asia at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Hammerstrom presented as part of 
a panel he organized for the 2009 An-
nual Meeting of the Association for Asian 
Studies (AAS), which was held in March in 
Chicago. This panel, “Chinese Lay Bud-
dhists in the Early Twentieth Century and 
the Question of Secularization: Four Case 
Studies,” brought together some of the 
young scholars representing the new wave 
of interest in the under-researched area 
of early 20th-century Chinese Buddhism. 
Hammerstrom’s paper was titled, “Secular-
ization and Science Among Lay Buddhists: 
The Works of Wang Xiaoxu (1875-1948).” 
His attendance at this conference was 
supported by travel grants from the AAS 
and IU’s East Asian Studies Center. In the 

summer 2009 he par-
ticipated in the EASC’s 
workshop “Interpreting 
Technology and Race in 
East Asia” and taught 
“Star Trek and Religion,” 
which was originally cre-
ated by Professor Emerita 
Mary Jo Weaver and alum-
nus Jason Bivins. 

Amy Hirschtick 
received a highly com-
petitive Critical Language 
Scholarship to study Hindi 
in Jaipur during the sum-
mer of 2009. Sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of 
State Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs 
and administered by the 
Council of American 
Overseas Research Cen-
ters, the Critical Language 
Scholarships Program 
was launched in 2006. 
In its inaugural year the 
Program offered intensive 
overseas study in the criti-
cal need foreign languages 
of Arabic, Bangla/Bengali, 
Hindi, Punjabi, Turk-
ish, and Urdu. In 2007 
Chinese, Korean, Persian, 
and Russian institutes 
were added along with 
increased student capacity 
in the inaugural language 
institutes.

The program is part 
of the National Secu-
rity Language Initiative (NSLI), a U.S. 
government interagency effort to expand 
dramatically the number of Americans 
studying and mastering critical need for-
eign languages. Scholarship recipients — 
U.S. citizen undergraduate, Master’s and 
Ph.D. students and recent graduates — 
receive funding to participate in beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced level summer 
language programs at American Overseas 
Research Centers and affiliated partners. 
Recipients are expected to continue their 
language study beyond the scholarship pe-
riod and later apply their critical language 
skills in their professional careers.

Nicole Karapanagiotis received the 
Future Faculty Teaching Fellowship.

Jonathan Pettit presented papers at 

The Art of Religion
2009 Graduate Student Conference
The IU Religious Studies Graduate Symposium, held 
March 5 and 6, was a great success. The topic was 
“The Art of Religion,” and Professor Maria Heim of 
Amherst College presented the keynote address. IU 
doctoral students Diane Fruchtman, Geoffrey Goble, 
Aimee Hamilton, and William Smith presented 
thought-provoking papers, and students traveled from 
the University of Chicago and Brown to contribute. 
The conference also benefitted from the participation 
of many members of the faculty as commentators, 
including Constance Furey, Sylvester Johnson, and 
Aaron Stalnaker. Jessica Carr, Laura DeLancey, and 
Amy Hirschtick organized the event with the help of 
Cheryl Cottine and Diane Fruchtman.

Papers by IU graduate students included: Diane 
Fruchtman, “Prudentius and the Power of Violence: 
Harnessing Violent Images for Opposite Ends”; 
Geoffrey Goble, “Practice as Play: Subjective and 
Objective Aspects of Esoteric Buddhist Ritual”; Will 
Smith, “Faithfully Obscene: The Art of Religion as 
Defense Strategy in Mid-20th Century U.S. Obscen-
ity Debates.” 

6



Clockwise, top to bottom: Professor Constance 
Furey with Shruti Krishnan and graduating senior 
Carrie Homer; Undergraduate students Michael 
Ewing, Blake Vanderbosch, and Jon Gerdes enjoy 
the food; and Theta Alpha Chi inductees pose for 
a group photo. 

Student Recognition Day (formerly Honors 
Day) was held at the University Club in the 
Indiana Memorial Union. More than 70 stu-
dents, faculty members, and friends attended 
this festive event. The department recognized 
students who achieved such honors as election 
to Phi Beta Kappa and Theta Alpha Chi, and 
the winners of various essay competitions were 
announced.

You can read more about the awards and 
fellowships presented this spring on page 8 of 
this newsletter. Or, find a detailed program 
listing these and other accomplishments of our 
students on the Religious Studies Web site,  
http://www.indiana.edu/~relstud/. 

Spring reception  
celebrates students

PHOTO FEATURE
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Graduate and Undergraduate Awards
This spring, the following awards were presented to current students of the Reli-
gious Studies Department.

2009–10 Graduate Paper Award
Paper: Re-describing Buddhism and Daoism: Contesting Ritual 
Power and Constructing Moral Communities through Rites for 
the Dead in Early Medieval China

Miracle tales and votive epigraphy attest to the popularity of 
Buddhist death rituals in early medieval Chinese society. Such 
materials have been seen as unambiguously “Buddhist”, but 
they can also reveal strategies of contestation and negotiation, 
instances when discourse and practices were used to assert ritual 
power and moral legitimacy while proposing to meet common 
ritual needs. Using a comparative method, Cuong Mai’s essay 
examines how religious communities used such techniques to 
define themselves against perceived others.

2009 Gallagher Undergraduate Essay Competition
First Place: Cameron Bailey, a May 2009 graduate, earned a $500 prize for his essay 
“ The Buddhalogical Doctrine of Padmasmbhava, the Tantric Nirmanakaya.” With 
Paul Griffiths as a conversation partner, Bailey’s essay examines the doctrine of Bud-
dhahood in Tibetan and Indian traditions. The committee found the essay to be ex-
ceptionally well written and the argument against a well-known scholar of Buddhism, 
extremely thorough. 

Second Place: Sophomore Sarah Wilensky, earned a $300 prize for her essay 
“Reform and Renewal Theologies of Commandedness.” Wilensky’s eloquently written 
essay examines the relationship between divine commandment theology and the emer-
gence of ritual observance in Jewish communities of reform and renewal. She wrote 
the paper for Shaul Magid’s course Modern American Jewish Thought, and she revised 
it with the help of Professor Magid. 

Third Place: A $200 award went to Robert Schoon, a May 2009 graduate, for his 
essay, “Blessed are the Meek: Kierkegaard’s Irony as Weak, Open and Closer to Faith 
than the Ethical.” Differentiating various forms of the aesthetic stage, Schoon’s paper 
makes a creative and convincing case that Kierkegaard’s ethical stage is not necessarily 
higher than a particular form of the aesthetic.

Honors Program in Religious Studies 
The Religious Studies Honors Program provides students the opportunity to work 

on independent research. Students take two Religious Studies courses R399, a tutorial 
of independent readings and research, and R499, a senior essay project. Guided by a 
faculty sponsor, students research and write an  extended essay that is reviewed by a 
second reader to determine if it is worthy of honors notation. 

Minimally, students must maintain a grade point average of 3.5 GPA in religious 
studies, with a 3.3 overall GPA. Students are required to provide a bound copy of the 
senior honors essay, and many aspiring students thinking about entering the honors 
program read these copies. 

The department welcomes the following students to the 2009–10 honors program: 
Landon Peck, Saralyn McKinnon-Crowley, Aren Wilson-Wright, Patrick Fritz, and 
Daniel Burnham V.

2009 Senior Honors Essay Competition 
In a rare occurrence, the department’s Undergraduate Studies Committee voted to 
give the recognition of best senior honors essay to two students, Nick Marshall and 
Rob Schoon. Marshall’s essay, “More a Butcher than a Priest: The Pagan Critique of 
Julian the Apostate,” was supervised by David Brakke. Marshall attempts to describe 
the pagan criticisms of Julian the Apostate by reconstructing and exploring plausible 
disagreements between the emperor and his fellow “Hellenists” in the spheres of 
philosophy, religion, and the liberal arts. Schoon’s essay, supervised by Lisa Sideris, 
is titled “The New God of Evolution: Prospects for Theistic Evolution.” Schoon 
thoroughly examines a set of candidate thinkers and ideas, in search of a workable and 
convincing form of theistic evolution. He evaluates a variety of forms of theistic evolu-
tion according to clearly defined criteria. 
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Spring URSA events
The spring 2009 events calendar 
included faculty and student 
lunches as well as movies with  
discussion.

Jan. 21: URSA Spring Welcome 
Back Party 

All Religious Studies majors and 
friends interested in Religious  
Studies were invited!

Jan. 23: Lunch with Taslima 
Nasrin, a Bangladeshi author, 
poet, and newspaper columnist

In addition to her award-winning 
literary contributions, Nasrin is an 
outspoken advocate for women and 
the power of free speech. She has 
criticized religion, traditions, and 
the oppressive cultures and customs 
that discriminate against women. 

Jan. 26: Sanskrit Movie Night 
with Professor Rebecca Manring

March 25: Lunch with Adjunct 
Professor Jamsheed Choksy (Cen-
tral Eurasian Studies)

March 29: Movie Night with 
Professor Lisa Sideris

From the URSA president 

Overall, I think Spring 2009 was a good 
semester for Undergraduate Religious 
Studies Association. We took a great step 
towards our goal of increased social interac-
tions among religious studies majors with 
the addition of a welcome back party at the 
beginning of the spring semester. URSA tra-
ditionally hosts this event at the beginning 
of the academic year, offering faculty and 
undergraduates a chance to mingle. Every 
year, this event is hands-down a favorite. 

I thought it would be fantastic if URSA 
also had a party in January. The spring party 
was for students only and was extremely suc-
cessful. I mean, who doesn’t enjoy gossiping 
about professors over free food? We also 
held several movie nights and lunches in the 
spring. The 2008–09 board steered URSA 
in a more organized direction, allowing our 
majors to enjoy more events and establish 
more connections with fellow students. I 
am confident that next year URSA will be 
an even better organization, and the URSA 
executive board looks forward to next year. 
— Patrick Fritz

Events inspire  
camaraderie
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2009 honors  
society  
inductees
Phi Beta Kappa 
Phi Beta Kappa recognizes excellence 
in academic performance of under-
graduate students. Each student 
elected is in the top 10 percent of 
College of Arts and Sciences students. 
The following undergraduate students 
majoring in religious studies were 
elected: 

FALL 2008
Carolyn Homer
Nicholas Marshall
Timothy Swanger

SPRING 2009 
Cameron Bailey
Nathaniela Orbach
Alexander Sheppe
Swathi Hemachandra

Theta Alpha Kappa  
National Religious  
Studies Honor Society
Theta Alpha Kappa is the interna-
tional academic honor society for 
religious studies and/or theology, 
founded in 1976. TAK produces a 
literary journal twice a year and 
encourages student submissions. The 
following May and August graduates 
were inducted into the Theta Alpha 
Kappa, Alpha Delta Eta chapter at 
Indiana University: 

• Cameron McMullin Bailey
• Matthew Bortnick
• Sarah Carlton
• Jamie Gunn
• Bryan Healy
• Swathi Hemachandra
• Carolyn Homer
• Lauren Johnson
• Torrey Kittle
• Toby Lawhon
• Astara Light
• Nicholas Marshall
• Nathaniela Orbach
• Robert Schoon
• Timothy Swanger
• Blake Vanderbosch

(continued from page 6)

Graduate news

Our May and August 2009 graduates (above) are bound for success.  See 
where they are headed with their degrees on the department’s Web site: 
http://www.indiana.edu/~relstud/news/Gradaution2009.shtml.

2009 GRADUATION PARTY
The Department of Religious Studies celebrated the graduating class of 2009 
Saturday, May 9. The Faculty Club in the Indiana Memorial Union was completely 
filled with 17 students, whose families joined the Religious Studies faculty in 
congratulating them. Religious Studies major Devin Carpenter played music at the 
beginning of the event. 

Archaeology and Early History. Although 
he will be based in Bloomington next 
academic year, Pettit will conduct field 
research in Shaanxi, China, and serve as a 
visiting scholar at Sichuan University.

Will Smith received an Educational 
Opportunity Fellowship and an Ellis  
Summer Fellowship.

Brad Storin presented a paper entitled, 
“The Sick Self in the Letters of Gregory 
of Nazianzus,” at the North American 
Patristics Society (NAPS) in May 2009. 
He argued that the fourth-century Chris-
tian bishop used illness in various letters 
to other bishops and imperial officials as a 
discursive tool that enabled him to  
construct new modes of social interaction 
and redefine traditional Greco-Roman 
conceptions of friendship. Storin serves 

as the editorial assistant of the Journal of 
Early Christian Studies, the official journal 
of NAPS (edited by Professor David 
Brakke).

Nicole Willock concluded her Ful-
bright-Hays dissertation research year 
abroad by presenting her preliminary find-
ings on the life of Alak Tseten Zhabdrung 
(1910–1985) at the Library of Tibetan 
Works and Archives. After returning to 
Bloomington, she organized a panel and 
film showing on the 50th Anniversary of 
the March 10 Uprising at IU. Willock 
attended the Tibet and Social Sciences 
Workshop and Situ Panchen Conference in 
New York City in February 2009. In the 
summer of 2009 she traveled to Princeton 
for a Tibetan Autobiography workshop. 
Willock taught Introduction to Tibetan 
Buddhism during the spring and summer 
semesters. She received a College of Arts 
and Sciences Dissertation Fellowship for 
2009–10. 
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(continued from page 4)

Faculty news

for work, I gave a lecture at the Restoration and Renovation Confer-
ence in Baltimore in 2002 on designing rooms for small old houses. 
After my talk, the editor of one of my favorite old house magazines 
approached me and invited me to join her for dinner; she wanted to 
get to know me because she, too, had an academic background in 
religious studies. The following year she published the first of several 
essays and feature articles I have now written for niche magazines at 
the national level, all of which bring my training in ethics to bear on 
such issues as taste, neighborhood preservation, and the meanings of 
home. 

My religious studies background was also enormously beneficial 
when I was asked to write a book on Hoosier cabinets for the IU 
Press, The Hoosier Cabinet in Kitchen History. 

In my research and writing for the book, I had Religious Studies 
faculty (Stephen Stein and Kathryn 
Lofton) as conversation partners — 
literally and figuratively. Not only did 
I learn the research skills, discipline, 
and habits of mind required to write a 
book-length manuscript, but because 
of my training, I paid close attention 
to the historical and social context of 
my subject matter. In particular, my 
training both in cabinetmaking and 
in religious studies attuned me to 
the deeply embodied meaning and 
experience of household labor and 
the way in which notions 
of domestic happiness were 
bound up with Christian 
ideals.

(continued from page 1)

Hiller

Bangert’s other major areas of research have been torture 
and the events of 9/11/2001. He regards these as among the 
most crucial areas for research and ethical engagement, deserv-
ing of “far more attention that they have received by most 
scholars in academia.” Since his appointment with the Poynter 
Center ended, Bangert has continued to work on issues related 
to these important topics. 

For the past four years he has also written a monthly column 
for the Bloomington Herald-Times’ Saturday religion page, 
in which he addresses issues of ethics and public life from a 
progressive Christian perspective. He continues to serve on 
Bloomington’s Human Rights Commission, the board of the 
Community Justice and Mediation Center, and as an ordained 
minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Recently Bangert 
agreed to be co-convener of the interfaith Monroe County 
Religious Leaders group.

He has also helped conduct research ethics seminars for 
undergraduates through IU’s Center for the Integrative Study 
of Animal Behavior and continues to serve on Bloomington 
Hospital’s Institutional Review Board and IU’s Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee.

There are, of course, many other things Bangert has done 
since earning his IU degree. He says that the time afforded him 
by being “unemployed” (he has not yet retired!) has been pre-
cious, especially in the wake of the loss of his mother in 2007 
and father in late 2008. Bangert also spends time rehabilitating 
a second house that he and his wife purchased almost three 
years ago, which is currently rented to an IU religious studies 
faculty member. The couple is now working on another house 
and serve as caretakers for a forested property a few miles out of 
town, which they purchased in December 2008.

(continued from page 11)

Bangert

summer of 2009 she traveled to Albuquer-
que to participate in a panel on American 
ecological thinkers at the Annual Meet-
ing of the Ecological Society of America. 
Sideris was also selected to participate in 
an interdisciplinary faculty workshop on 
empathy in 2009–10, sponsored by the 
IU Institute for Advanced Study and the 
Poynter Center. She recently accepted a 
fellowship to pursue work on a new book 
project, Modern Science and the Varieties 
of Evolutionary Enchantment, from July 
to December 2010 at the Rachel Car-
son Center for Environmental Studies in 
Munich, Germany, sponsored by Ludwig-
Maximilians University and The Deutsches 
Museum of Technology and Science.

Aaron Stalnaker presented a lecture 
in February titled “Virtue as Mastery in 
Early Confucianism” at the Center for 
the Study of World Religions (CSWR) at 
Harvard University. He returned in May 
to the CSWR to speak at a related con-
ference on “Moral Worlds and Religious 
Subjectivities.” This spring, he also taught 

a new doctoral seminar on “Religion and 
Authority.”

Emeriti News
James Hart is busy with New Leaf-New 
Life and Citizens for Effective Justice, 
organizations for therapeutic justice in 
Monroe County. He has not been accept-
ing invitations to attend conferences, write 
papers, or review books so that he could 
complete Who One Is, which has now 
been published by Springer. There are a 
few exceptions to the previous sentence: 
he wrote a paper for a conference in Bari, 
Italy on the philosopher Hedwig Conrad-
Martius, which is now being translated into 
Italian: “Entelechy: First and Third-Person 
Perspectives.” He also reviewed Anthony 
Steinbock’s Phenomenology and Mysticism 
for Husserl Studies. Hart will give a lecture 
in October 2009 at Catholic University 
of America on “The Singularity of Love.” 
The lecture series is in honor of Robert So-
kolowski’s 75th birthday. Hart and his wife 
spend their summers in the Canadian bush, 
which actually gets warm then. 

Stephen J. Stein chaired the committee 
that reviewed the current editorial leader-
ship of Church History, the journal of the 
American Society of Church History. The 

review was submitted to the 2009 spring 
meeting of the society in Montreal. In May 
2009 he delivered the featured lecture at 
the annual meeting of the Friends of White 
Water Shaker Village, a historic Shaker site 
in southern Ohio. Entitled “‘Sacred Com-
munications of a Public Nature’: Spiritual 
Manifestations at White Water, Ohio, 
1840-1841,” it focused on messages re-
ceived by the Shakers from the spirit world 
and the role those communications played 
both in the community and in the Shakers’ 
relations with groups outside the village. 
He continues to serve as a consultant at the 
American Historical Review, assisting with 
the identification of reviewers for books in 
the field of American religious history. His 
work as general editor of the Cambridge 
History of Religions in America has now 
been responsible for the assignment of 
more than 100 essays of 8,000 or 10,000 
words each, which are being written by 
historians who are specialists in different 
subject areas. This project will result in a 
major three-volume historical reference 
work that spans the full range of American 
religious history. Stein has signed a contract 
with Oxford University Press to write a 
volume entitled New Religious Movements: 
A Very Short Introduction.

Hiller recognized religious contexts even 
as she penned The Hoosier Cabinet in 
Kitchen History (book cover above). 
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B yron C. Bangert, PhD’04, began a three-year appointment as research as-
sociate at the Poynter Center for the Study of Ethics and American Institu-
tions the day after receiving his PhD from Indiana University with a focus on 

religious ethics. His busy life and research continue to unfold at that rapid pace.
While at the Poynter Center, Bangert was the major contributor to a research proj-

ect on philanthropic service by physicians and physicians-in-training, and the author 
of the research summary, “Moral Issues and Motivations in Medical Philanthropy.” 
He also coordinated the Poynter Center’s Health Care Ethics Seminars and partici-
pated in its Faculty Fellows Seminars and a variety of other Poynter Center-sponsored 
events.

At the same time, he continued to revise and refine his dissertation, which culmi-
nated in the publication of the book, Consenting to God and Nature: Toward a Theo-
centric, Naturalistic, Theological Ethics (pictured below), in the Princeton Theological 
Monograph Series of Pickwick Publications, an imprint of Wipf & Stock. 

Since that first publication, he has prepared and presented papers in many venues, 
including to the University of Louisville and the World 
Congress of Religions in 2006, the Association of Practi-
cal and Professional Ethics in 2007, and the Bloomington 
9/11 Working Group in and the local Women’s Interna-
tional League for Peace and Freedom in 2008. He taught 
the course R170 Religion and Ethics in Public Life in the 
Religious Studies Department.

He is on a team of scholar-writers working with David 
Smith, former Poynter Center director, on a book on 
religious giving, tentatively titled Religious Giving: For 
the Love of God, forthcoming from IU Press in early 
2010. Bangert’s chapter is titled, “What Does God 
Require of Us?” 

1970s
James H. Borman, Cert/BA’78, is a special-
education teacher for Perspectives Charter 
School, which is part of the Chicago Public 
Schools system. Previously, he worked at the 
Neal Math and Science Academy in North 
Chicago, Ill. Borman has also worked for the 
Coalition for Consumer Rights and has run for 
a state representative office in Illinois. Upon 
receiving a master’s degree in special education 
from National-Louis University, he participated 
in a collaborative study between schoolteachers 
and university academics, the results of which 
were presented in March at the annual meeting 
of the American Educational Research Associa-
tion. Borman lives in Highwood, Ill., and can 
be contacted at jimborman@comcast.net.

1980s
In May 2008 SUNY Press published Rachel 
Carson: Legacy and Challenge, co-edited by 
Lisa H. Sideris, BA’89, MA’97, PhD’00. The 
book incorporates a range of perspectives on 
Carson, whose work inspired the environmen-
tal movement. Sideris, an assistant professor 
in the IU Department of Religious Studies, 
contributes essays on the religious aspect of 
Carson’s work and on the relationship between 
breast cancer, to which Carson succumbed in 
1964, and her understanding of the environ-
ment. Sideris lives in Bloomington.

1990s
Mark A. Bishop, BS’95, BA’99, is a princi-
pal software engineer for Citrix Systems in 
Santa Barbara, Calif., where he lives.

Daniel J. Walker, BA’95, the associ-
ate minister at the Meridian Street United 
Methodist Church in Indianapolis, was one 
of four IU alumni selected to participate in 
the Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program. 
The two-year program, based at Wabash 
College in Crawfordsville, Ind., is designed 
to help Indiana ministers develop the 
leadership skills necessary to take on greater 
roles in their communities. The three other 
Indiana-based ministers are Patricia Carver 
Efiom, BA’91, MS’95, senior pastor at the 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Bloomington; Kent A. Ellett, BA’89, 
pastor at the Speedway Church of Christ; 
and Dennis E. Laffoon, BA’93, senior pastor 
of the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in New Albany. 

2000s
Jenny L. VanAuken, BA’01, a sixth-grade 
English language arts teacher at Carver 
Elementary School, is one of six IU alumni 

currently teaching in some of New Orleans’ 
neediest public schools through teachNOLA, a 
joint initiative of New Schools for New Orleans 
and the Recovery School District to recruit 
teachers for New Orleans public schools. The 
other five alumni are Kurtis H. Estep, BS’99, 
who teaches special education; Rawley D. Fear, 
BA’05, a first-grade teacher; Lindsey J. Har-
reld, BA’08, a teacher of high-school French; 
Stephen L. Hunyadi, BA’05, who teaches sev-
enth- and eighth-grade English language arts; 
and Mark L. Karwoski, BA’94, who teaches 
seventh-grade reading.

In April, Ellen Muehlberger, MA’01, 
PhD’08, attended Shifting Frontiers VIII, 
held in Bloomington, where she presented 
her paper, “Negotiations with Death: 
Ephrem’s Control of Death in Dialogue.” 
She also spoke at the North American 
Patristics Society annual meeting in May 
on “Shenoute’s Estimation of the Experi-
ence of Death in de iudicio.” This sum-
mer, Muehlberger moves to Ann Arbor, 

Mich., where she will be assistant professor 
of Christianity in late antiquity in the Near 
Eastern Studies and History departments at 
the University of Michigan. 

Elizabeth Lewis Baney, BA’04, JD’07, 
works for the law firm Baker & Daniels in 
Washington D.C. Her husband, Nathan, 
JD’07, is an associate with the law firm  
Cyron & Miller in Alexandria, Va. The 
couple lives in Alexandria.

Joseph R. Dodson, BA’08, received a 
Fulbright Award and will be leaving in the 
fall for 10 months of study in Swaziland. He 
was supported in his endeavors by professors 
Constance Furey and Kevin O’Neill. 

Shannon C. Valentine, BA’08, is a busi-
ness analyst for Bright Side, Inc. in Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio, where she lives. In March, she 
was voted to board of directors of Verb Bal-
lets, a Cleveland not-for-profit dance organi-
zation dedicated to performing high quality, 
thought provoking works by contemporary 
choreographers from across the nation.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Byron C. Bangert, PhD’04

(continued on page 10)



Nonprofit Org.
Postage

PAID

Indiana University
Alumni Association

Name _________________________________________ Date____________________
Preferred name __________________________________________________________
Last name while at IU _____________________________________________________ 
IU Degree(s)/Yr(s) _______________________________________________________
Univ. ID # (PeopleSoft) or last four digits of Soc. Sec. # ________________________
Home address ___________________________________________________________
Home phone ____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________  State________  Zip____________________
Business title ____________________________________________________________
Company/Institution _____________________________________________________
Company address ________________________________________________________
Work phone _____________________________________________________________
City _______________________________  State________  Zip____________________
* E-mail ________________________________________________________________
* Home page URL _______________________________________________________

* Please indicate clearly upper and lower case.
Mailing address preference:    ❍  Home ❍  Business
Spouse name ____________________________________________________________
Last name while at IU _____________________________________________________
IU Degree(s)/Yr(s) _______________________________________________________
Your news:  ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Attach additional pages if necessary. Mail to the address above, or fax to (812) 855-8266.

Religious Studies Alumni: What’s new with you?
The IU Alumni Association is charged with maintaining records for all IU alumni.  
Please print as much of the following information as you wish. Its purpose, in addition to 
providing us with your class note, is to keep IU’s alumni records accurate and up to date.  
To verify and update your information online, visit our online alumni directory at 
www.alumni.indiana.edu/directory.

✄

o  Please send me information about IU Alumni Association membership.
      IUAA membership supports and includes membership in the College of Arts & 
      Sciences Alumni Association and your local alumni chapter. You may join online
      at www.alumni.indiana.edu or call (800) 824-3044.

This newsletter is published by the Indiana 
University Alumni Association, in coop-
eration with the Department of Religious 
Studies and the College of Arts & Sci-
ences Alumni Association, to encourage 
alumni interest in and support for Indiana 
University. For activities and membership 
information, call (800) 824-3044 or send 
e-mail to iualumni@indiana.edu.

Department of Religious Studies
Chair ................................David Brakke
Editor ..........Mary Lou Kennedy Hosek

College of Arts & Sciences
Dean ....................... Bennett Bertenthal
Director of  
 Alumni Programs ........Marsha Minton

IU Alumni Association
President/CEO ...................Tom Martz
Senior Director of Constituencies 
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 Periodicals ....Sarah Preuschl Anderson
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 Editor .................................Bill Elliott
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Need help with 
your job search?
IU Alumni Career Services 
can help…
IU Alumni Association members have full 
access to all IU Alumni Career Services. 
We have resources for every step of your 
job search, all can be accessed at www.
iualumnicareers.com. 
For more information on IU Alumni Career 
Services, go to www.iualumnicareers.com and click 
on “Overview of Services.”


