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Envisioning a future full of opportunities and growth
We are about to embark on a whole new chapter of Indiana 

University Latino Alumni Association. We are no longer 
a new organization, but we are one that can now focus on our 
mission and core goals and objectives. We will strive to be a role-
model organization within the IU Alumni Association frame-
work committed to adding value to Indiana University and the 
global community.

We envision the creation of an environment where not only 
Latinos, but the entire community is valued, respected, and 
given the opportunity to thrive. IULAA board members believe 
that the organization should be an advocate within the Latino 
community in Indiana and beyond the concern of alumni, but to 
include faculty and staff across the university and community.

Our global organization is committed to  
adding value through the deployment of

• Professional development seminars;
• Leadership and personal development workshops;
• A résumé database and campus recruiting; and
• Support of Indiana University in the areas of recruiting/
 retention and the mentoring of Latino students and faculty.

From the president

We will focus on the needs of our members 
and future members by creating 

• Networking opportunities;
• Mentorship programs;
• Community involvement; and
• An international newsletter and Web site.

We will focus on outreach to the  
community through

• Community planning through development and 
 implementation of projects that impact the community in 
 the United States and abroad;
• Participation in projects spearheaded by other community 
 organizations; and
• Participation in campus recruiting and other career 
 development activities aimed at Latinos.

I hope you all will join us in these new initiatives, as they will 
bring us personal developments and collectively bring added 
prosperity to our community and university.

— Danny Simonsohn

2007 nominations for 
Distinguished Latino 
Alumni Award due
Nominations are now being accepted for 
the 2007 Distinguished Latino Alumni 
Award. Nominations are due by April 2, 
2007. Please use the form on page 5 of this 
newsletter or the form on our Web site at 
www.indiana.edu/~latinoaa/award to 
nominate someone for this award. 

The nomination must be accompanied 
by a statement explaining the significant 
contributions the nominee has made in 
his or her community, state, nation, or 
university and a résumé or biographical 
data of the person you are nominating. 
Check out our Web site for the full criteria 
for the award.

Distinguished Latino Alumni Award winner Felipe “Phil” Ponce, BA’71, center, and IULAA 
scholarship recipients Beverly Haro, left, and Miryam Chico were recognized at the IULAA 
annual awards luncheon at the Neal–Marshall Black Culture Center on Sept. 30, 2006.



President
Daniel Simonsohn was born in Bogota, 
Colombia, and was raised in New York 
City. He received a BA in political science 
from IU Bloomington in 1976. From 1974 
to 1976, he played varsity soccer for the 
Hoosiers under Jerry Yeagley.

In 1977, Simonsohn was a graduate 
assistant with La Casa, the Latino Cul-
tural Center. He received an MBA from 
Inter-American University of Puerto Rico 
in 1980. He has had 25 years of experience 
as a project manager in the telecommu-
nications industry with AT&T, Lucent, 
and Avaya Communications. From 1989 
to 2003, he was involved with HISPA, 
the Hispanic Association representing 
more than 5,000 AT&T, Lucent, and Avaya 
employees; he served as HISPA’s inter-
national president from 1998 to 2003. He 
has also been a member of the National 
Association of Hispanic MBAs. 

In addition to serving as president 
of the IU Latino Alumni Association, 
Simonsohn is a member of the IUAA’s 
Executive Council. Simonsohn lives in 
Miami and has one child, Saul David, a 
senior majoring in health-care manage-
ment at IUB.

Vice president
Cindy R. Cervantes-Closser, current vice 
president and Events Committee chair of 
IULAA, received a BA in both telecom-
munications and Spanish from IUB in 
2000. She was married on May 29, 2004, to 
Andrew Closser, and they are parents of 
Elena, 4, and Andres, 2. She is expecting 
her third child, another boy, in mid-April, 
and is very involved as a room mother for 
her daughter’s classroom.

Cervantes-Closser currently lives on 
the west side of Indianapolis and works 
for GE Supply, which was acquired by 
Rexel. She has played a major role in get-
ting co-workers involved in community 
service that is directed toward the Latino 
community in the Indianapolis metropoli-
tan area. With the help of the Hispanic 
Forum, she managed to raise more than 
$400 for La Plaza, a United Way organiza-
tion supporting the Latino community 
in Indianapolis. This was a result of a 
Hispanic Forum luncheon that was held 
onsite at her workplace. A board member 
for the Diversity Committee for GE Sup-
ply, Cervantes-Closser coordinates events 
for her office throughout the year. 

This year, Cervantes-Closser hopes to 
see more involvement from more alumni 
— both during events and as members of 
the IULAA board.

Meet the members of your IULAA board of directors
Treasurer
A human resource consultant for the 
Xerox North America division of Xerox 
Corp., Alba E. Franco provides day-to-day 
consultancy support to senior executives 
in areas such as leadership development, 
succession planning, and diversity. She has 
held various human resource positions in 
her 16 years with Xerox and also gained 
international work experience during her 
five years at R.G. Barry Corp. in San Anto-
nio. Franco is a native Hoosier and is twice 
a graduate of IU, receiving a BS in business 
administration in 1985 and, as a recipient 
of a Consortium for Graduate Study in 
Management Fellowship, an MBA in hu-
man resources management in 1987.

While at IUB, Franco was an IUSA 
senator (representing family-housing 
students), the president of Latinos Uni-
dos, and a member of the Mortar Board 
National Honor Society. 

The Fishers, Ind., resident has a 
daughter, Veronica, and currently serves 
on the boards of the IU Latino Alumni As-
sociation, the IU Kelley School of Business 
Alumni Association, and the Indianapolis 
chapter of the National Hispanic MBAs.

Secretary
Cynthia Giesecke was raised in El Paso, 
Texas. She received her bachelor’s degree 
in biology with a minor in Spanish and 
criminal justice from IUB. She is pursuing 
a master’s degree in education from the 
University of Phoenix, with an empha-
sis in secondary education (biology and 
math). She has lived in Europe since 2004 
and is currently stationed in Bamberg, 
Germany, with her husband, Heath, and 
their daughter, Marina.

Giesecke has been employed by the 
University of Phoenix as a field repre-
sentative since October 2006. In her free 
hours, she is a master trainer in Army 
Family Team Building; a Family Readi-
ness Group adviser for Army Family Ac-
tion Plan; the secretary-treasurer for the 
Bamberg Spouses and Civilians Club; and 
a soccer coach for 7- and 8-year-olds. She 
is the treasurer for the American Women’s 
Activities Germany organization and re-
cently was accepted as a volunteer for the 
National Military Family Association. 

Giesecke has been awarded the Out-
standing Community Volunteer for her 
work in Army Family Team Building and 
the Molly Pitcher Award for her dedica-
tion and contribution to the Air Defense 
Artillery Community. 

In addition to serving as secretary of 
the IULAA, Giesecke is the scholarship 

committee chair. She thanks her hus-
band and daughter for being supportive 
throughout her volunteer experience, 
which she calls “one of the most reward-
ing to this day.”

Board members at large
Juan Anaya is superintendent of the 
School City of East Chicago. A 2004 
graduate of Indiana State University’s 
PhD educational leadership and adminis-
tration foundation program, he received 
his master’s and bachelor’s degrees 
from IUB. Anaya is a member of the East 
Chicago Evening Lions Club, Hammond 
Hispanic Community Council, “Viva la 
Hispanidad,” and the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals. He is 
a founding member of the Harold Gomes 
Chapter of the American G.I. Forum.

Michelle Gutierrez is an attorney in 
solo practice. In addition, she is a staff 
attorney with the Julian Center in India-
napolis. Gutierrez’s practice focuses on 
immigration matters. At the Julian Center, 
she focuses on remedies for survivors of 
domestic violence and crimes of violence. 
Previously, Gutierrez worked as a staff 
attorney for the Hispanic Law Center, a 

(continued on page 3)
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Words from our vice president

Step up and get involved
The Latino Alumni Association needs our alumni more than ever. I have been 
fortunate enough to serve as secretary and am now serving my last term as vice 
president. I extend an invitation to you all: I invite you to become members 
if you are not already and really start getting involved in the organization in 
whatever capacity you can. Our board has committed to take this organization to 
the next level to reconnect our alumni with the IU Bloomington campus, faculty, 
students, and, of course, fellow alumni. I am proud to say we have accomplished 
much in such a short time, but, to continue what is in progress, we need our 
alumni to really wake up and become involved.

Many of you find yourselves in similar predicaments. We all have busy lives; 
take it from me: I know. I work full time, have two kids at home under the age of 
5, and am now six months pregnant with my third. But you can become a mem-
ber of this association, and the sky is the limit on what you may choose to do. 
The point is that we have an obligation to give back to our community, especially 
the students who are in the university now. We, as alumni in the real world, can 
guide our students and prepare them more for what is really out there.

Sometimes we find ourselves so far removed from college life that we forget 
some of the struggles. What has been amazing is that through this association, 
we have been able to award scholarship money to deserving undergraduate stu-
dents. This past September, we were able to award scholarships to three students. 
Our alumni, faculty, and even our own Distinguished Latino Alumni Award 
recipient — all stepped up to make this possible. We cannot do this alone, and, I 
tell you, when you hear the heart-felt remarks made by the students or their par-
ents at the awards ceremony, you know that this is an effort worth supporting.

So, what will you do for IULAA this year? I hope that you really take to heart 
the idea of becoming board members, helping organize receptions, taking part 
in discussion panels, or even just sending in your contribution to the scholarship 
fund. Please don’t turn your back now on all that has been done — make this 
the year you actually do something. Take action and make your voice heard. We 
need you. 

I hope that I see more of you at our events, on our calls, or just on our mem-
bership list. I commend and thank all of you alumni who have volunteered to 
organize regional receptions or serve in some way this year.

— Cindy R. Cervantes-Closser

Meet the board
(continued from page 2)

project of Indiana Legal Services Inc. In 
this position, she focused on the unique 
legal needs of the immigrant popula-
tion of Indiana, particularly immigration 
matters, and spearheaded community 
outreach and legal education efforts.

Gutierrez received her bachelor’s 
degree in political economy in 1997 from 
Hillsdale College and her juris doctorate 
in 2000 from IUB. She is licensed to prac-
tice law in both Indiana and Texas and is 
fluent in Spanish and English. Gutierrez 
is a member of the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, the Indianapolis Bar 
Association, the Indiana State Bar Asso-
ciation, and the Indiana University Latino 
Alumni Association.

Gavin Mariano Zapata graduated 
from IUB in 2001 with a BA in political 
science. Zapata played a large role in the 
Latino student community while at IU, 
having served as president of Latinos 
Unidos of IU; IDIOMA, the Spanish-
speaking club; and Omega Delta Phi club, 
a service/social fraternity that dedicated 
itself to meeting the needs and concerns 
of the Latino community. He was also 
elected student representative in the inau-
gural IU Latino Alumni Association and 
was a two-time recipient of the IU Office 
of Latino Affairs Service Award. 

Zapata, who lives in northwest In-
diana, has worked for the Crisis Center 
Inc. since 2001 in the areas of direct care, 
public relations, program coordination, 
and technical support. Zapata serves 
on the advisory boards of the Laporte 
County Correctional Association and 
Lake County Sheriff’s Hispanic Organiza-
tion Promoting Excellence task force. He 
was the keynote speaker at several confer-
ences, including U.S Sen. Larry Craig’s 
Safe Place resolution reception in Wash-
ington, D.C.; the 21st Century Scholar 
recipient reception in Hammond, Ind.; 
and the National Safe Place conference in 
Louisville, Ky. He has held the position of 
at-large board member in the IU Latino 
Alumni Association since 2004.

Ex officio
Director of diversity programming from 
1993 to 2002, Clarence Boone Jr. held a 
joint appointment with the IU Alumni As-
sociation as an affiliate club director and 
with the IU Foundation as a development 
officer. In 2002, he began serving as full-
time director of both the Neal–Marshall 
Alumni Club and the African American 
Arts Institute Alumni Association. Since 
then, he has added the following affiliate 
groups to his portfolio: the Latino Alumni 

Association, the Groups Alumni Asso-
ciation, and the Asian Alumni Associa-
tion. He coordinates alumni events and 
programs that specifically target minority 
alumni, faculty, staff, and students. In his 
capacity as director of diversity program-
ming, Boone assists the IUAA in increas-
ing minority involvement and participa-
tion; identifies and cultivates prospective 
minority alumni leaders and donors; and 
serves as a liaison to the Office of Student 
Development and Diversity. 

In his spare time, Boone produces 
“Bring It On,” an hour-long public affairs 
radio program that airs on Monday eve-
nings on Bloomington’s community radio 
station WFHB (www.wfhb.org). 

Lillian Casillas is the director of La 
Casa, the Latino Cultural Center. She 
earned her BA in Spanish (1989) and MS 
in education (1998) from Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington. Her university and 
community work is directly involved in 

issues that directly affect the Latino com-
munity. With the university, she serves 
as a resource and support for Latino 
students, faculty, and staff. Specifically, 
she is responsible for programming that 
contributes to the educational, cultural, 
and social enrichment of Latino and non-
Latino students, faculty, and staff. She 
also works with students in the areas of 
academic progress, integration into the 
mainstream of university activities, and 
all other aspects of campus life. Other 
duties include general advising and sup-
port for student organizations, leader-
ship development, grant writing, serving 
on campus committees, and working 
collaboratively with the other cultural 
centers to maximize resources. Within 
the Bloomington community, she helps 
provide support and access for Latinos to 
educational, health, social, and other com-
munity services while acting as a resource 
for these same agencies.
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The following is condensed from remarks 
made by Yolanda Trevino, PhD’04, asssistant 
dean of IU’s University Graduate School and 
member of LAA’s scholarship committee, as 
she introduced the 2006–07 scholarship recipi-
ents at the LAA’s annual luncheon.

We would be remiss if we did not 
take the opportunity to thank 

our IU alumni, faculty, and staff for the 
continued pledge of commitment over the 
past years. If we take a close look at the 
first years of the scholarship, three awards 
would be a dream. However, that dream 
has come true. This past year, 2006–07, we 
were able to award our first recipients of 
an undergraduate scholarship valued at 
$500. This year, we hope to continue this 
tradition and award deserving students. 

Miryam Chico is our first recipient of 
the 2006–07 LAA Undergraduate Schol-
arship valued at $500. Chico is a junior 
this year. She came to IU after graduating 
from Bogota High School in Bogota, N.J. 
She is a Hutton Honors College student, 
majoring in journalism. She was inducted 
into Alpha Lambda Delta, an honor 
society for students who have maintained 
a 3.5 or higher GPA and are in the top 20 
percent of their class during their first 
year or term of higher education. She 
has been a staff member of the award-
winning campus newspaper, the Indiana 
Daily Student, and a member of Gamma 
Phi Omega, a Latina sorority on campus. 
In her scholarship application, Chico 
wrote: “My father inculcated in me that 
academic excellence would one day lead 
me to a bright and successful future. I am 
the first out of my three older siblings to 
pursue a college education and am still in 
the process of learning what it is to be on 
my own in aspects concerning college. It’s 
the hardest thing I have had to face. As 
great as my struggles will be in the future, 
so will be my opportunities.”

Bevery Haro is our second recipient of 
the 2006–07 LAA Undergraduate Scholar-
ship valued at $500. Haro graduated from 

Breaking tradition: LAA awards two additional scholarships
Merrillville High School in Merrillville, 
Ind. Currently, she is a sophomore major-
ing in international studies. When she 
applied for this scholarship, Haro was just 
being inducted into three honor societ-
ies: Alpha Lambda Delta, Phi Eta Sigma, 
and the National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars. Her cumulative GPA was 3.7. 
Her goal is to work for the protection of 
minority rights and advocate on behalf of 
undocumented immigrants in the United 
States, either through governmental or 
nonprofit organizations. Haro shared the 
following with the scholarship committee: 
“When I was still in high school, my goals 
were very simple and consisted of just 
graduating from college with good grades. 
Though a prestigious goal, especially for 
a Latina, now that I am in college, I have 
expanded my need for knowledge, ser-
vitude, and respect. I have realized that go-
ing to a university means much more than 
gaining knowledge from a textbook. It 
means getting to know yourself and about 
other people, not just in your community, 
but around the world as well.”

Ricardo Hernandez is the recipient of 
the 2006–07 LAA Undergraduate Schol-
arship valued at $1,000. He is a senior 
majoring in political science and Spanish. 

During his four years at IU, he has been 
involved in a wide range of organizations 
on and off campus. He was the executive 
director of multiculturalism for theTeter 
Student Government, the vice president 
of Latinos Unidos for IU, and a member 
of Team MEZCLA at last year’s Little 50 
running team. As a member of the Latino 
Enhancement Cooperative planning 
committee, he helped secure last year’s 
keynote speaker. He has also served as 
a commissioner for the Indiana Youth 
Commission for Service and Leadership 
for the state of Indiana. After graduating 
from IU, Hernandez plans to continue 
his studies either in law school or with 
a graduate degree in political studies. In 
one of his application essays, Hernandez 
wrote, “I had always known I was going 
to college, but the important journey that I 
underwent was choosing which direction 
to take in college. Two things inspired me 
to select my majors and develop a sense 
of community wherever I went. One was 
the National Hispanic Institute that al-
lowed me to explore Hispanic culture and 
assume positions of leadership. The other 
was Danny Lackey, who taught me what 
community and diversity meant by guid-
ing me to see the importance of unity.”

IULAA scholarship applications 
are due by 5 p.m., Tuesday, March 
20, 2007, and should be submitted 
electronically via the Latino Alumni 
Association Web site: www.indiana.
edu/~latinoaa. Questions about the 
scholarships can be directed to  
Lillian Casillas at (812) 855-0174.

IULAA scholarship 
applications due

Nominee _________________________________________  Date  ________________

Last name while at IU  ___________________________________________________

Degree(s) and years  _____________________________________________________

Business title  ___________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________

City  ____________________________  State  ___________ Zip  _________________

Phone  _________________________________________________________________

Nominated by  __________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________

City  ____________________________  State  ___________ Zip  _________________

Phone  _________________________________________________________________

Signature  ______________________________________________________________

Distinguished Latino Alumni Award Nomination
Please return this form to the Latino Alumni Association,  

108 Memorial Hall West, 1021 E. Third St., Bloomington, IN 47405.  
Phone: (812) 855-9632. Fax (812) 856-5477.

Nomination forms must be accompanied by a statement explaining the significant 
contributions the nominee has made in his or her community, state, nation, or 
university and a resume or biographical data of the person you are nominating.

Nominations are due April 2, 2007.
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Sept. 30, 2006, marked the Indiana 
University Latino Alumni Associa-

tion’s fourth year of celebration of its 
Distinguished Alumni and Scholarship 
Recipient’s Luncheon. Each year, a 
distinguished alumnus or alumna and 
an undergraduate from IU are chosen 
to receive awards for achievements in 
their professional or academic lives. 
This year’s Distinguished Latino 
Alumni Award recipient was Felipe 
“Phil” Ponce, BA’71, a renowned jour-
nalist who began his career as a lawyer 
with a love for theater and acting.

Presented with a plaque of recogni-
tion for his achievements by David 
Zaret, then interim dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, Ponce responded 
by saying, “I feel like the Tin Man get-
ting a heart.” In his acceptance speech, 
Ponce discussed how his family and 
he had passed a brick factory on their 
way to Bloomington. His daughter, 
Maria, pointed out that “every brick 
wants to be something.” It reminded 
him of himself. “I’ve always wanted to 
be a brick that’s part of a big build-

Phil Ponce, BA’71, receives alumni award 
for outstanding work in journalism

Alumni Notebook

(continued on back page)
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Before 1980
“After 54 years of college teaching (IU faculty 
1961–75), starting at the age of 21 in Miami, 
I have now retired from teaching,” writes 
Dominique-René de Lerma, PhD’58. His 
current projects include a multi-volume refer-
ence collection, Music of the Black Composer, 
which he began in 1969, and Black Opera and 
Concert Singers: Resources. He is also active 
as a music publisher of La Casa Musicale 
de Lerma, which issues works by African-
American composers of the past. He serves 
as a board member on the Rachel Elizabeth 
Barton Foundation and the Sphinx Organiza-
tion. He lives in Appleton, Wis., where he last 
taught at Lawrence University.

Ricardo R. Salvat, BA’76, has been com-
missioned as a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. 
Air Force Reserve. He is the officer in charge 
of optometry at the 434th Aerospace Medi-
cine Squadron at Grissom Air Reserve Base 
in Indiana. He is a staff optometrist at the 
Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in Evans-
ville. His son Antonio, BA’06, is studying 
clinical psychology in graduate school in 
Chicago, and his son Daniel attends IU 
Bloomington. Salvat lives in Newburgh.

1980s
Marta G. Cruz-Concepcion, BA’83, MA’87, 
lives in Los Angeles and teaches in the lan-
guage program at the University of South-
ern California. She has developed a unit on 
Puerto Rican identity for her writing course. 
She writes, “I look forward to meeting some 
Hoosiers here!”

Kenneth D. Arredondo, BS’86, reports 
that he has been promoted to sales director 
for central Florida and the Caribbean for 
Netegrity. He lives with his wife, Karen, 
in Winter Park, Fla., and has six children. 
Arredondo writes that his oldest son Patrick 
attends Boston College and his daughter 
Kelly attends Loyola College in Baltimore.

1990s
José Mariano Morales, MM’90, and Grant 
L. Manhart, DM’94, returned to Blooming-
ton, Ind., in November for the 20th anniver-
sary of the Latin American Popular Music 
Ensemble, put on by the IU Center for Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies. After his 
graduation, Morales assembled a Latin jazz 
quintet, Salsa Picante. The group, featuring 

Morales on piano and violin and Manhart 
on trumpet, toured Puerto Rico twice. Mo-
rales lives in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Manhart 
lives in Bath, S.D.

Jose M. Jimenez, BS’95, MPH’96, of 
Chandler, Ariz., writes, “I wasn’t looking 
for an adventure with an altruistic twist, 
but it found me and I couldn’t refuse. In 
fact, I intend to make it a regular part of my 
life. I had been in my current position with 
Health Net of Arizona but a few months 
when an associate told me there was a need 
for interpreters in an organization that set 
up clinics in rural Mexico. I embarked on a 
journey to Mexico with Liga International, 
‘Flying Doctors of Mercy.’ Liga’s mission is 
to improve the health of residents in Sinaloa, 
Mexico, by providing them with free health 
care. October through June, a squad of 
small, privately owned planes stuffed with 
doctors, nurses, interpreters, and medical 
supplies fly from California, Nevada, and 
Arizona to rural farming communities. In 
Sinaloa, people journey from miles around 
to bring their sick — babies with cleft pal-
ates, children with deformed limbs, adults 
with chronic diseases — to the weekend 
clinics with high hopes of getting healed. On 
an average weekend, approximately 1,000 
people are treated at clinics in the towns of 
San Blas, El Fuerte, and El Carrizo. Being an 
immigrant from Mexico, I [plan to] return in 
to help in the best way I can.”

Omar E. Diaz, MBA’96, has been 
promoted to senior vice president of the 
basic industrial investment-banking group 
at Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin in 
Chicago.

Maritza Quiñones-Rivera, BGS’96, 
MIS’99, is working on a doctorate in com-
munications research at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

2000s
Alejandro Valle, JD’01, joined the Indianap-
olis law office of Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan, 
practicing in litigation, equal opportunities 
and employment law, and commercial and 
transactional law.

After graduating from IU, Tim N. 
Delgado, BS’02, took two and a half years 
off to travel and compete as an amateur 
cyclist. In August 2005, he began studies 
at the University of Cincinnati College of 
Medicine. He writes, “While school keeps 
me quite busy, I hope to compete in my first 
marathon in May [2006].” His address is 
timndelgado@hotmail.com.

Rafael A. Sanchez, JD’02, an associate at 
the law firm of Bingham McHale in India-
napolis, was one of eight IU alumni featured 
in Indiana Lawyer newspaper’s new special 
section, “Leadership in Law.”

ing … something good,” Ponce said. 
“There was always something in me 
that wanted to achieve something.”

And achieve he did. Ponce has been 
an anchor on the national television 
show The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, 
has written a monthly column for the 
Chicago Tribune, and has served as a re-
porter for WBBM-TV Chicago. He has 
also co-hosted WTTW’s arts magazine 
program, Artbeat Chicago. As a commit-
ted IU alumnus, Ponce has continued 
his connection with other alumni, serv-
ing as a speaker for the Kelly School 
of Business alumni group of Chicago 
in 2000 and creating a documentary 
for IU’s Camp Brosius. IU provided 
new subjects, ideas, and experiences 
to Ponce when he was a student. “All 
four years at the university were a rich 
awakening for me,” he said. “It took the 
blinders off of me and made me see a 
much larger world.”

As Latinos, Ponce says, much of 
the ability to make it is in the desire 
to accomplish something. “I know the 

(continued on back page)
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secret to success,” he said. “It’s simple. 
Generate an image of what you want 
to be, and visit that picture once a day, 
even if it’s just for 15 seconds. Imagine 
yourself as what you’ll look like walking 
to work. Envision your co-workers, your 
surroundings. Have a specific image. 
The image will be your compass point. 
That compass point will give you clarity 
as to where you want to go. It’s like a 
computer. You program a computer to do 
what you want it to do. Program yourself 
to be what you want to be,” Ponce said. 
“I guarantee it will work, as long as you 
have a specific picture in mind.”

Ponce also stressed how important 
speech and writing skills are in a profes-
sional setting. “Regardless of your major, 
you will have to speak and write,” he 
said. “If your speaking and writing skills 
aren’t where they should be, work at it.”

Currently, Ponce is an anchor and 
managing editor of Chicago Tonight, a 
nightly news analysis program that takes 
an in-depth look at local issues, such as 
immigration and education reform. Ponce 
hopes to be on air for at least another 10 
years. “I want to continue working on 
programs of substance, relevance, and 
engagement,” he said. “I want to do 
programs that are fun to watch and where 
people will learn something.”

— Miryam Chico

Sara Diaz, BA’03, is a first-year medical 
student at Des Moines (Iowa) University, 
where she is pursuing a degree in osteo-
pathic medicine.

Clara E. Julien, BA’04, reported, “On April 
20, 2006 I was sworn in as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. I will be 
working in Honduras [to combat] HIV/AIDS 
until 2008. Wish me luck!” She can be reached 
at cjulien@alumni.indiana.edu.

Christina M. Pumariega, BAJ’04, of 
Reading, Pa., is finishing her second year of a 
three-year master of fine arts in performance 
program at the Tisch School of the Arts at 
New York University in New York City.

In 2005, Carlos X. Zapata Jr., BS’04, 
wrote, “I completed my first year of teach-
ing fourth grade at an underperforming 
school in South Phoenix, Ariz.”
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