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Robert Gates receives RHAA Hennessy Award

Robert M. Gates, an outstanding
Indiana University alumnus who
served as a resident assistant at

Joseph A. Wright Residence Center, was
selected as the eighth recipient of the
Residence Halls Alumni Association
Thomas J. Hennessy Award. The award is
presented every two years to an alumnus
in recognition of outstanding achieve-
ment in professional endeavors or public
service or in recognition for ongoing
support of the objectives of RHAA.

The horrific attacks on New York City
and Washington, D.C., on Sept. 11, 2001,
caused Gates to cancel his appearance at
the RHA Reunion. He is an expert in
international affairs and often provides
analysis regarding foreign matters. The

U.S. government recalled him to service
prior to the RHAA Reunion.

Gates served as director of Central
Intelligence from Nov. 6, 1991, until Jan.
20, 1993. In this position, he headed all
foreign intelligence agencies in the United
States and directed the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. Gates is the only career
officer in the history of the CIA to rise
from an entry-level position to director
and the only intelligence analyst to
become director. He joined the Central
Intelligence Agency in 1996 and spent
nearly 27 years as an intelligence profes-
sional, serving six presidents. During that
period, he spent nearly nine years at the
National Security Council, the White
House, and served four presidents who
did not all represent the same party.

Gates, as part of his retirement,
authored an extraordinary book, From the
Shadows: The Ultimate Story of Five
Presidents and How They Won the Cold War.

The book was accepted for
publication in 1966 by
Simon and Schuster. Gates
has been awarded the
National Security Medal
and the Presidential
Citizens Medal. He has
twice received the National
Intelligence Distinguished
Service Medal and has
three times received the
CIA’s highest award, the
Distinguished Intelligence
Medal.

Gates’s lasting connec-
tions with IU may have
helped persuade him to
accept the RHAA Award.
For example, his position
as a resident assistant at
Wright Quad helped him
offset the cost of his
master’s degree. It also led
to his meeting of his wife-
to-be. His boss at Wright
Quad, head counselor
Gene Hakenson, served as
best man at his wedding.
His daughter graduated
from IU not long ago. A primary objective
of the RHAA is to have Gates return to
the IU campus to join us in a very special
recognition ceremony.

Many of our members have a deep
sense of identification with the Boy
Scouts. Gates’s association with the Boy
Scouts certainly could increase their
admiration. He passed his Eagle Scout
board of review on Aug. 16, 1958, with
troop 2522 of Wichita, Kan. He was
presented the Vigil Honor on Dec. 26,
1959. On Nov. 20, 1992, he was awarded
the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award.
Gates is a member of the National
Executive Board of the Boy Scouts of
America and is president of the National
Eagle Scouts Association.

A native of Wichita, Kan., Gates
received his BA from the College of
William and Mary, his master’s degree in
history from IU, and his doctorate in
Soviet history from Georgetown Univer-

Robert Gates

sity. Gates is married and has two grown
children.

Robert Gates became president of
Texas A&M University on Aug. 1, 2002,
eight days and nine months after the
RHAA Reunion where he was already
honored for his exceptional public
service. With 45,000 students on campus,
Texas A&M is the fifth-largest university
in the United States.

Robert Gates became
president of Texas
A&M University on

Aug. 1, 2002.

Join us for RHAA’s
2003 Reunion!
Mark your calendars for
Oct. 25, 2003, the IU vs.
Ohio State football game.
Full schedule will appear in
our summer newsletter.
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The National Residence
Hall Honorary had an
outstanding year. In fall 2001, we

again claimed victory in the Homecoming
Parade, winning Best Overall Float for the
second year in a row. Our float was
complete with Elvis, Marilyn Monroe,
Aretha Franklin, poodle-skirted wait-
resses on roller skates, and a soda jerk,
happily letting the good times roll. Fall
2001 also brought Indiana University
NRHH members to the Great Lakes
Affiliate of College and University
Residence Halls conference,
where we celebrated the
Mardi Gras themed event by
bringing banana-themed
paraphernalia and “peeling it
off.” Of course, usual
GLACURH business was
completed by the NRHH
president and the national
communications coordinator,
while other members were
slightly less formal and
dressed in full-length banana
suits. All costumes aside,
NRHH maximized productiv-
ity in the departments of
leadership recognition,
leadership development, and
philanthropy.

NRHH excelled with its Of
the Month Award program,
bringing in more nominations
than any prior year and even
submitting some winners to
the GLACURH regional level.
NRHH brought in three
regional wins and Indiana
University’s first-ever national
OTM win. We are all proud

Greetings, alumni!
I just want to tell you how excited I
am to be the president this term. We
have been focusing on our
Greenleaf-Nelson funding and
processes this term, and we’ve
already seen some fantastic results.
As always, we appreciate your
support. See you at the reunion this
year!

— Jennifer Alvey, BS’95
President, RHAA

1994 RHA Student Services Director

Stay connected at www.iurhaa.org
The Residence Hall Alumni Association Web site is a great way to keep in touch with
what’s going on in the Halls. The Web site has been completely redesigned, incorporat-
ing a great new look with more information and increased functionality.

Keep in touch with RHA alumni
through the Alumni Message Board. The
RHAA Message Board has been ex-
panded to include new search capabilities
and information sharing that will make
adding your message and finding old
friends even easier. Find out what the
RHAA Greenleaf-Nelson Fund is doing to
support residence hall student programs
and how your contribution broadens its
reach. The Web site also contains a listing
of current RHAA board members, links to
related Web sites, and information on
upcoming RHAA events and Hennessy
Award recipients. Stay connected at
www.iurhaa.org.

The annual NRHH retreat took place this February and was a
huge success. RHAA has continued to sponsor this student
run retreat that provides a unique forum for students to
improve upon their leadership skills.

NRHH update: 2001–02
and plan to promote this program further
in the upcoming year by establishing an
online OTM submission form on our Web
site, www.indiana.edu/~nrhh.

The NRHH annual winter leadership
retreat also brought success. “LeaderShop
2002: Building Leaders of Tomorrow”
gave current and potential student
leaders the tools to build and improve
upon their leadership skills. LeaderShop
was held at the FourWinds resort and
reported more than 100 participants.
Notable speakers included Bloomington’s

new chancellor, Sharon Stephens Brehm,
among others. We plan to expand the
retreat for the 2003 by including ad-
vanced sessions for experienced student
leaders and by recruiting more partici-
pants of varying skill levels.

The 2001–02 year brought numerous
philanthropy events, most notably the
Penny Wars and the Blood Drives. In the
fall semester, NRHH implemented a
Penny War among all the residence halls
to help raise money for the Red Cross
Disaster Relief Fund. Coins in the

donation buckets counted as
positive points, but dollars
counted as negative points,
inspiring competition. NRHH
raised an outstanding $463.48 for
the cause, and it was noted as
having significantly more success
than our past years’ Haunted
Houses (which, last year, raised
only $32). NRHH also sponsored
blood drives throughout the year
in various residence halls, had hot
chocolate packets with study tips
on them available at each hall for
distribution during finals week,
and made and distributed
Valentine’s Day cards to the
elderly residents of a local nursing
home. We hope to do more
programs and raise even more
money in the upcoming year.

NRHH is proud of its successes,
but hopes to build upon and
extend its services for the 2002–03
year. Oh yeah, we plan on grab-
bing the Best Float award again,
too.

— Erin Lynn Ransford,
NRHH President, 2002–03

Membership supports:
• Programs that provide scholarships

• Commencement ceremonies

• Student recruiting and student

organizations

Enjoy member benefits:
• Alumni online directory

• Alumni online career center

• INDIANA ALUMNI MAGAZINE

• Network of 100 alumni clubs

worldwide

• 26 school and campus alumni

associations

www.alumni.indiana.edu

Your RHAA board invites
you to join your Alumni

Association today.
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Alumni Notebook

1960s
Robert P. Kassing, BS’59, JD’64, was
selected for inclusion in the 2003–04
edition of The Best Lawyers in America. He
is a managing partner at Bose McKinney
& Evans in Indianapolis, where he
practices in the areas of business structur-
ing and consulting, succession planning
and mergers, and acquisitions.

William G. Heller, MBA’69, is director
of major gifts for the IU Foundation. He
lives in Greenwood, Ind.

Marjorie L. Morris, BA’69, MA’72,
was recently named co-director of
Awareness Washington County, the local
leadership training organization in Salem,
Ind. In addition to her teaching and
department chair positions at Salem
Middle School, she is an active leadership
facilitator with teamLeadership.

1970s
Carmen A. Jordon-Cox, BA’71, was
recently appointed vice president of
student services at Laney College in
Oakland, Calif. She lives in San Francisco.

Richard J. Heinz, BS’78, and his wife,
Dianna Chinn Heinz, BS’78, again
participated in the Avon three-day, 60-
mile walk from Kenosha, Wis., to
Chicago. Of the $11 million raised by
6,200 walkers, 100 percent of the money
supports breast cancer research. Rick
writes, “We train very hard in cold, wet
weather and sleep in tents. I do these
walks because I love my wife … and my
mother-in-law, sister, niece, and friends.
We want to be a part of the generation
that says we eliminated breast cancer.” A
CPA, Rick owns a tax practice, Heinz &
Associates. Dianna is vice president and
CFO with Kay & Associates. They live in
Clarendon Hills, Ill., and can be reached
at heinztax@aol.com.

Brian P. Williams, BA’78, JD’81, and
his wife, Barbara J. Williams, JD’79, were
awarded the Evansville Bar Association’s
highest award, the James Bethel Gresham
Award. He is a partner at Kahn Dees
Donovan & Kahn in Evansville, Ind.

Eloy Bustillo, ’79, has been working
for Johnson & Johnson for almost 25
years. He and his three children, Michael,
Jessica, and Nicholas, live in Miami. He
can be reached at ebusti1@mccus.jnj.com.

1980s
Kirk R. White, BS’84, was promoted to
major in the Indiana Army National

Guard. He serves as assistant fire support
coordinator for the 38th Infantry Division.
He is also special assistant for external
relations and director of Hoosiers for
Higher Education at IU. He lives in
Bloomington with his wife, Janice, and
daughter, Reagan.

Mark J. Romaniuk, BS’87, JD’90, has
joined the law firm of Baker & Daniels,
Indianapolis, as a partner. He has
practiced labor and employment law for
over 11 years.

Angus C. Aynsley, BA’88, retired and
moved to London, England, to work on
his garden. He previously worked for
AXA Investment Managers. He can be
reached at aynsley@ cybercable.fr.

Jill A. Hahn, BS’88, is the social
studies department chair at Central High
School in Evansville, Ind. She and her
husband, John, celebrated the birth of
their second son, John Caiden. Their other
son, Camden, is four.

Lisa M. Canada, BA’89, and her
husband, Mark A. Canada, BA’89,
celebrated the birth of their second child,
Will Ash. They live in Laurinburg, N.C.

Karen E. Timberlake, BA’89, lives in
Madison, Wis., with her husband, Eric
Alvin, and their new son, James Robert.

1990s
Timothy A. Dohrer, BA’90, is the English
department coordinator at New Trier
High School in Northfield, Ill.

Christina Jakuc O’Dell, BA’90, writes,
“My husband, Dee, and I have relocated
to Charlotte, N.C., from Chicago with our
1-year-old daughter. We’d love to hear
from old friends.” They can be reached by
e-mail at codell1@carolina.rr.com.

Michele M. Staats, BS’92, manages the
live-events team at Fast Company maga-
zine. She married Ryan Staats at the
Regatta Club in Newport, R.I., in July
2001. They live in Boston.

Adam G. Kelly, BA’97, writes, “I
earned a master’s in biology from Purdue.
Now I am finishing law school at the John
Marshall Law School in Chicago. I will
practice patent law in areas of biotechnol-
ogy and engineering arts at Marshall
O’Toole Gerstein Murray & Borun.” He
lives in Chicago.

Jennifer (Hoffman) Neakrase, BS’97,
was married to Lynn Neakrase, BS’97,
BA’98, on June 17, 2000. They are both
graduate students at Arizona State
University where she is studying physics
and astronomy and he is studying

geology. They live in Tempe, Ariz., and
she can be reached at jen.neakrase@
alumni.indiana.edu.

David K. Orensten, C BusF’98, BS’99,
AC’99, recently joined the law firm of
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur. He lives
in Columbus, Ohio.

Mark D. Scudder, BA’98, JD’01, joined
the Fort Wayne office of Barnes &
Thornburg as an associate. He practices in
labor and employment law. He lives in
Fort Wayne, Ind.

Brian M. Puaca, BA’99, received a
master’s degree in German history from
the University of North Carolina in May
2001 and is now pursuing a PhD. He lives
in Chapel Hill, N.C.

2000s
Rebecca J. Seal, BS’00, is a French teacher
at Edgewood High School in Ellettsville,
Ind. She is planning a trip to France for
nine of her students.
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Residence Halls
Alumni Association

Newsletter
This newsletter is published by the
Indiana University Alumni Association
to encourage alumni interests in and
support for Indiana University. For
membership information, call (800)
824-3044 or send e-mail to
iualumni@indiana.edu.

RHAA
Officers

Jennifer Alvey, President
Mike Pitts, Vice President

Renee Schofield, Treasurer
Russell Landsberger, Communications

Tom Hennessy, Executive Secretary
Joseph Hensler, Past President

Board Members
Allison Landsberger

Nancy Lorenz
Sara Ivey Lucas

David Neumann
Mike Pitz

John Santos

IU Alumni Association
Ken Beckley, President/CEO

Heidi Wisen, Director, Alumni Clubs
and Constituent Groups

Julie Dales, Editor for
Constituent Periodicals

Brook Northcutt, Editorial Assistant
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The IU Alumni Association is charged with maintaining records for all IU
alumni. Please print as much of the following information as you wish. Its purpose,
in addition to providing us with your class note, is to keep IU’s alumni records
accurate and up to date. To verify and update your information online, visit our
online alumni directory at www.alumni.indiana.edu/directory.

Publication carrying this form:    RHAA Newsletter Date _____________________

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Name ___________________________________________________________________________________

Last name while at IU ________________________ IU Degree(s)/Yr(s) ___________________________________

Soc. Sec. # or Student ID # __________________________________________________________________________

Home address _____________________________________________ Phone ________________________________

City__________________________________ State ____________________ Zip ______________________________

Business title ________________________ Company/Institution _________________________________________

Company address __________________________________________ Phone ________________________________

City__________________________________ State ____________________ Zip ______________________________

*E-mail ___________________________________ *Home page URL _______________________________________

*Please indicate clearly upper and lower case.

Mailing address preference: ❍ Home ❍ Business

Spouse name ______________________________ Last name while at IU ___________________________________

IU Degree(s)/Yr(s)_________________________________________________________________________________

Your news: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

❍ Please send me information about IU Alumni Association programs, services, and communications.

Please mail to the address above, or fax to (812) 855-8266.

What’s new
with you?


