
Singing Hoosiers
public concerts

Spring 2003
Jan. 24 — Columbus North High
School, Columbus, Ind.
Jan. 31 — TBA, Jasper, Ind.
Feb. 1 — Mater Dei High School,
Evansville, Ind.
Feb. 9 — TBA, St. Meinrad,
Meinrad, Ind.
March 8 — Spring Concert,
Bloomington (see page 4)

Spring break tour to
northeastern United States

March 14–23*
Current locations on the list:
15 — Columbus, Ohio
16 — Chambersburg Senior High
School, Chambersburg, Pa.
17 — Rutherford, N.J.
18, 19 — New York City
20 — Boston
21 — Wolfeboro, N.H.
22, 23 — Return to Bloomington
* details pending

European tour **
May 12–24 — Germany, Austria,

Italy, Switzerland, and France
May 14 — Town Hall, Rothenburg,
Germany
May 16 — Mozarteum, Salzburg,
Austria
May 20 — The Casino, Interlaken,
Switzerland

** The European tour is open to all
Singing Hoosiers alumni and their
families. For more information, contact
British European Specialty Tours, P.O.
Box 78193, Indianapolis, IN 46278. •
phone (317) 873-9566 • fax (317) 873-
9733 • e-mail Info@BESTConcertTours

Spring 2004
Spring Concert 2004 is set for April 3.
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From the director

Singing for the cure draws emotion

Greetings from the Singing
Hoosiers! Fall 2001 will
certainly be remembered as an

emotional one with the tragedy of 9/11
coupled with our concerts with Eric
Kunzel and the Indianapolis Symphony
and the Cincinnati Pops orchestras. The
year continued on a positive note in the
spring with concert tours to Arkansas and
one that took us to Greenville, S.C., for a
concert on the night of the IU/Duke
basketball game. It was taped for us, and
many watched it in a conference room at
the hotel later that night. It was an
exciting trip in more ways than one. The
year ended with our Spring Concert and
saying farewell to a senior class of fine
singers.

To say the least, I was concerned about
what auditions would bring in the fall,
especially with the vocal demands of our
first concert on Nov. 3. All of my worry-
ing was wasted. Not only did we have
some wonderful basses and tenors
audition, but the talent level of the entire
ensemble seems to be extraordinary. I am
really enjoying working with this group
of fine young men and women. They
continue to be fine ambassadors for us
and for IU.

‘Sing for the Cure’ concert
Our Nov. 3 concert drew the membership
together like nothing I have ever experi-
enced. It was a concert of music specifi-
cally written as a fund-raiser for breast
cancer research. “Sing for the Cure” is a
song cycle consisting of 10 musical

selections in various musical styles
connected by narration. The entire work
deals with the ups and downs of breast
cancer and all the pain and emotions that
accompany it. The title of one of the
songs, “Who Will Curl My Daughter’s
Hair?,” will give you a little insight into
the emotion of the work. We all lost
control of our emotions during rehearsals
more than once. Sylvia McNair, our
international opera star and former IU
graduate, added so much to the experi-
ence as narrator. The concert featured
many of our singers in solos and an
orchestra of community and School of
Music students and faculty. Read sopho-
more Jennifer Shuck’s article about the
concert on page 2. It was a musical event
that they are still talking about in
Bloomington. I was very proud of our
Singing Hoosiers.

Coming events
By the time you read this, we will have
performed Chimes of Christmas to the
largest audience we have had in a
number of years and will have presented
concerts throughout Indiana in Colum-
bus, St. Meinrad, Jasper, and Evansville.
Our Spring Concert is early this year
(March 8) because I projected that many
Singing Hoosiers would be cast in the
School of Music’s April production of
West Side Story. The forecast proved
correct and I am proud of the fact that we
have about 15 in the cast.

In March, we are embarking on a tour
(continued on page 2)

You’re
invited!

See page 4 for details and reservation form for the

24th annual IU Singing Hoosiers awards dinner

and Spring Concert. Mark your calendars for

Saturday, March 8, and send back the form today!



during spring break (15–22) that is not
quite finalized. It looks as though we will
be in Columbus, Ohio; Chambersburg,
Pa.; East Rutherford, N.J.; New York City;
Boston; and Wolfeboro, N.H. Check our
Web site (www.singinghoosiers.org) for
details.

European tour
On May 15, we will embark on my first
European tour with the Singing Hoosiers.
About 60 of us will travel to Rothenburg,
Germany; Salzburg; Venice; Interlaken;
and Paris. A portion of the cost will be
supported by your generous donations
through the IU Telefund. Having taken
choirs on tour to Europe at my previous
positions, it has always been my dream to
take our students to these “new worlds”
to experience these historically rich
places. This is also part of my plan to
spread the word of the Singing Hoosiers.
We will give at least four concerts in
exciting venues. Our Web site will have
more details as they are finalized.

Thanks to all
I want to make you aware of the great
work that the Singing Hoosier Alumni
Council is doing for you. Under the
leadership of Pam Burks, the council is
exploring new and exciting ways to get
you involved and keep you better
informed of the activities of our alumni
and students. Heading this new initiative
are Eric Starks and Chuck Duke. They are
doing a great job.

 In closing, I want to thank you for
your donations through the telefund and
all that you are doing to keep us going.
These are not easy times for any of us.
You can rest assured that I am doing my
best to keep our spirits alive. I am truly
enjoying working with this fine ensemble
of young adults. They are a talented
group with energy that would keep
anyone my age young. Consider having
us present a concert in your community.
We would love to hear from you; send me
an email at michschw@indiana.edu.

On a personal note, I continue to serve
as chair of the music education depart-
ment, a term that will end in the summer. I
have been asked to run and am a candi-
date for president-elect of the Central
Division of the American Choral Directors
Association. I decided to take on this
potential role as a pay back and contribu-
tion to this wonderful organization.

Marilyn and I send our sincere best to
you all.

— Michael Schwartzkopf

From the director
(continued from page 1)

Meet our new IUAA representative
Karl Zacker joins Hoosiers camp
Karl Zacker joined the IU Alumni Association staff on June 1, 1999. He came to the
university after a 22-year career in private school administration. His last assignment
was principal of the Bloomington DePaul School in Bloomington, Ind., a position he
held for eight years. Zacker came to the Alumni Association with primary responsibili-
ties for IU’s alumni family camp, Camp Brosius in Elkhart Lake, Wis. He has been the
on-site director of the camp for the past four summers. When Zacker is in Bloomington,
he continues to work on marketing and maintaining Brosius, but he also has alumni
responsibilities for all international alumni clubs, the Schools of Journalism, Music,
Optometry, and Library and Information Sciences, as well as the alumni groups for the
Honors College, Camp Brosius, and Latino affairs.

~ A special thanks ~
Thanks to Eric Behrman and Kay Olsen for all of their hard work as our IUAA

representatives. We will miss working with them.

MA404, a student perspective
There was not a dry eye in the audience.
The final words of “Who Will Curl My
Daughter’s Hair?” echoed in their souls:
“One more moment, one more day, one
more chance to watch them play, once
again is all I pray.” I have never been
involved in such an emotional and
moving performance as “Sing for the
Cure.” Being on stage with fellow Singing
Hoosiers, a full orchestra, and dozens of
members from the community singing the
words of people affected by breast cancer
was an incredible
experience.

The Singing
Hoosiers spent
the beginning of
this year learning
and perfecting
the music for “Sing for the Cure.” Every
day after rehearsing the piece, I would
leave the room overwhelmed by the
powerful words in the music. Never
before did I know of the emotional roller
coaster that family, friends, and victims of
breast cancer experience. However, I
believe that every human being has been
affected, either directly or indirectly, by
some fatal disease and was able under-
stand the lyrics to “Sing for the Cure” the
night of our performance. It touched
everyone.

My grandmother, who suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease for countless years,
passed away a few years ago. I will never
forget the hardship and the sadness that I
experienced. Watching her mind slowly
slip away was a traumatic event in my
life. Yet despite all of the hard times, there
were also moments of joy I shared with
my grandmother that will live on in my
memory. At the concert there were a few

“funny” moments in the music, as well as
songs with positive messages. So ended
“Sing for the Cure”: “We are one voice,
we will not be silent. We will keep on
singing ‘til we’re heard.” Through this
performance, we learned that hope can
live in even the darkest of moments.

It is because of “Sing for the Cure” that
this year’s Singing Hoosiers are closer
than ever before. This piece of music has
allowed us to share and grow as a whole
unit. Now, each one of us has some idea

of what dealing with
breast cancer is like,
and we know how to
be more understanding
and caring toward
those with the disease.
It is amazing the

impact that one piece of music can have
on a person’s life. “Sing for the Cure” was
a great event.

After such a great start to the year,
what is next for the Singing Hoosiers? We
have various road shows coming up, the
Spring Concert, and an end-of-the-year
European tour! The tour runs May 12–24.
We will be visiting the countries of
Germany, Austria, Italy, Switzerland, and
France, and are performing three times: at
the Town Hall of Rothenberg, Germany;
the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria; and
the Casino in Interlaken, Switzerland. We
also have sightseeing tours and free days
planned in the itinerary. The tour is
organized by British European Specialty
Tours Ltd., and parents and families of
some of the members will be joining us.
We are really looking forward to closing
out our season with this incredible
opportunity to tour through Europe!

— Jennifer Shuck, sophomore

… we learned that hope
can live in even the
darkest of moments.
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Three former Singing Hoosiers
received Distinguished Alumni
Awards this year at the annual

awards dinner on April 6.
Sara Kent Reid, BME’58, MS’97, was

hired by the music department of Marion
College as an adjunct vocal instructor for
five students. Her responsibilities
expanded dramatically — inheriting two
choirs; starting a swing/contemporary
ensemble; and establishing a women’s
ensemble and a male barbershop
ensemble. Within six years, she was
awarded tenure.

In 1996, she became chair of Marian’s
performing arts department and
launched a new degree program in
musical theatre. Always on the cutting
edge, Reid added several pop culture
classes, including courses on The Beatles
and Frank Zappa. She was in the first
graduating class of IUPUI’s music
technology program and then started a
music technology laboratory and class at
Marian.

Reid’s career also includes a decade as
a performer and director at the Blue Bird
Dinner Theatre in Indianapolis, more than
20 years of enriching services at several
churches in the Indianapolis area, and
performances in the works of Biget,
Britten, Mozart, Puccini, Gilbert and
Sullivan, and Sondheim in such venues as
the Indianapolis Opera theater, Butler
University, and the Indianapolis Civic
Theatre.

Upon retirement from Marian College,
Reid was given emeritus status. Her
honors are quite deserved for entertaining
audiences with a rich soprano voice and,
for several decades, teaching and opening
doors for students eager to follow in her
footsteps. Quite a journey for a most
popular artist whose finest major tour
was for USO/Department of Defense —

Three Distinguished Alumni named at 2002 ceremony

59 shows in ’56 in Japan and Korea.
Thomas R. Ensor, BA’68, JD’71, a

district judge in Colorado, was a Singing
Hoosier from 1964 to 1970. In 1978 he
became the second-youngest full-time
county judge appointed in Colorado. In
1984 he became the youngest appointed

district judge.
Although Ensor didn’t pursue a

career in entertainment, he taught
himself to play guitar in 1980 and,
along with friends in the judicial
system, formed a musical group
called the Honorable Mentions.
They have played at hospitals,
nursing homes, and private
parties. Ensor and his wife, Lynn,
live in Denver with their daughter,
Kristin, and son, Quinn.

During almost all of the 1980s,
Nathan E. Thomas, BA’91,
belonged to the Singing Hoosiers.
By the end of his tenure, he served
as principal accompanist and
musical and administrative
associate. He also contributed

Distinguished
Alumni
Award
recipients
Nathan
Thomas, left,
and Tom
Ensor, right,
with Singing
Hoosiers
director
emeritus Bob
Stoll.

many arrangements and an original
composition.

After IU, Thomas took his talents to
the University of Cincinnati-College
Conservatory of Music, where he
received a master’s in fine arts and later
served as adjunct instructor in the
musical theater department. He also
worked in various theatrical and musical
capacities for the university, a local high
school, and the Cincinnati Playhouse in
the Park.

Thomas next taught at Western Illinois
University, directing plays and musicals.
Since leaving Illinois, he has worked as a
professional musician. He is currently the
first keyboardist and assistant conductor
for the first national tour of Fosse. He also
frequently performs with his wife, Tracy
(Markin), BME’90, a soprano soloist with
the U.S. Coast Guard Band and a former
Singing Hoosier. They live in Mystic,
Conn.

Parts of this article were reprinted with
permission from the July/August 2002 issue
of the INDIANA ALUMNI MAGAZINE.

Distuinguished
alumna Sara
Reid, left,
received her
award from
Bob Willliams
at the awards
dinner on
April 6.

Director Michael Schwartzkopf speaks
at the annual awards dinner.
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   The IU Singing Hoosiers

You are cordially invited to …

Reservation Form

Name (for name tag) _________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________  State ______________ Zip __________________________

Year(s) in Singing Hoosiers (i.e. 1970–74) ________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone __________________________________ E-mail _____________________________________________

Please make ______ dinner reservations (includes wine and soft drink reception) at $20 per person for Saturday,

March 8. Total enclosed $ ________________________________

Please make checks payable to Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council.

______ Bill my VISA # ________________________________________Exp. _______________________

______ Bill my MasterCard # __________________________________Exp. _______________________

______ Bill my American Express # ____________________________Exp. _______________________

______ Bill my Discover  # ____________________________________Exp. _______________________

Guests’ name(s) for name tags (include year(s) in Singing Hoosiers if applicable)

_______________________________________________ _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ _________________________________________________

Clip and mail form and check to Laura Brumback, Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council, IU Alumni Association,

DeVault Alumni Center, 1000 E. 17th St., Bloomington, IN  47408-1521.

24th annual awards dinner & concert

Saturday, March 8
Reception at 4 p.m. in the Frangipani Room,
on the Mezzanine floor of the IMU
Dinner at 5 p.m. in the Frangipani Room
Concert at 8 p.m. in the IU Auditorium

Please order your Singing Hoosiers concert tickets through
Ticketmaster at (812) 333-9955 or via its Web site at www.ticketmaster.com.

A block of hotel rooms is being held at the IMU.
Please call (800) 209-8145 and ask for reservations
in the Singing Hoosiers block.
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The Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council is honored to be able to serve our alumni. We
are committed to preserving the Singing Hoosiers legacy as the premier collegiate

choral group in the world. Being part of this legacy is what binds us together. One of
our goals as a council is to keep that bond intact. This is not an easy task.

To achieve the goals of SHAC and address the complex issues presented to the
council, it became apparent that a more defined structure would be helpful.

Below is a highlight of the new committee structure, as well as an objectives/goals
summary for each committee. This committee structure is designed to help SHAC deal
with multiple issues at any given time. Many of the tasks that will need to be done
throughout the year will need the assistance of our fellow alumni. If you would like to be
part of or volunteer for a specific committee, contact each committee chair directly, using
the contact information listed below each objective.

Alumni council outlines goals

• Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council Committee Structure •

1. Alumni Outreach
Identify, develop, and maintain relationships to strengthen the overall Singing
Hoosiers alumni community and elevate the awareness of the Singing Hoosiers.
Committee chair: Charles Greenwood, (765) 285-1581 (w); cgreenwo@bsu.edu

2. Student Outreach
Foster loyalty and community among current Singing Hoosiers members.
Committee chair: Jen Goins, (812) 856-5014 (w); jrgoins@indiana.edu

3. Distinguished Alumni Banquet/Spring Concert Weekend
Strengthen the legacy of the Singing Hoosiers by building on the tradition of the
annual Spring Concert weekend and alumni banquet.
Committee chair: Janie (Losure) Gordon, janieg@iquest.net

4. History/Archives
Document and preserve the legacy of the Singing Hoosiers.
Committee chair: Kathy Hyde-Parker, (248) 433-5486 (w); kparker@weirmanuel.com

5. Development
Seek ways to expand the revenue base for Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council initiatives.
Committee chair: Pam Burks, (317) 595-9151 (w); pamspeaks@insightbb.com

6. Alumni Services
Assist committees and the council with various outreach initiatives and enhance and
strengthen the Singing Hoosiers alumni community.
Committee chair: Eric Starks, (812) 331-4072 (w); estarks@kiva.net

From the PC
of the president
Hoosiers live
for applause
Please plan to join us the weekend
of March 8 to celebrate the legacy
that is the IU Singing Hoosiers.
Whether or not you have been to
Bloomington recently or if you
sojourn to every Spring Concert,
take time today to add March 8 to
your calendar, make your travel
reservations, and create a connec-
tion to leave a lasting legacy that
includes you.

In addition, you can get involved
before we see you in March. The IU
Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council
has been hard at work putting
together a committee structure to
offer an opportunity for more
alumni involvement. Under the
leadership of SHAC board member
Eric Starks, with input from Chuck
Duke and Jennifer Goins (also
SHAC board members), a more
structured volunteer matrix was
created.

Its implementation will provide
more volunteer roles and encourage
wider participation from our
Singing Hoosiers alumni commu-
nity. Please check this page for
further information about the six
new committees, their roles, and
how you can connect with the
current Singing Hoosiers and your
Singing Hoosiers friends.

Thank you for your time, talents,
and treasures to support the Singing
Hoosiers. On behalf of the current
Singing Hoosiers; Michael
Schwartzkopf, director; Robert Stoll,
director emeritus; SHAC; and the
IU Alumni Association, we applaud
your energy and efforts. And, you
know, being
Hoosiers
alumni, we
live for the
applause.

Commit
today to join
us the week-
end of March
8. We want to
connect with you!

— Pam Burks, President 2000–05
Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council

Members of the 2002 Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council

5



While it’s obvious that Professor
Emeritus Robert Stoll is
relishing his retirement, he’s

certainly not spending his days reclined,
feet propped up, eyes closed. He’s as
active as ever — currently he’s the music
director of the Bloomington Pops
Orchestra and Chorus, and he serves in a
variety of prestigious professional
organizations. While remaining a very
busy and valuable member of the
Bloomington  community, he still also
finds time to adjudicate. So, he says, in a
way, he is still teaching.

Stoll’s segue from IU music student to
the beloved teacher he is today began
when he started directing musicals for the
School of Music while working on a
doctorate. At that time, the IU Opera
Theater was producing musicals in the
Frangipani Room of the Indiana Memo-
rial Union, and he was a graduate
assistant to both the music education and
choral departments. Because the Singing
Hoosiers was the chorus for a revival of
Brigadoon, he was put in charge of the
musical aspects of the production and
eventually was conducting  the instru-
mentalists as well.

This assistance solidified his relation-
ship with Ross Allen, a “magnificent
stage director,” Stoll says, and in the years
thereafter they produced many more
musicals together.

Stoll first took on the Singing Hoosiers
in 1963 as a new faculty member and
worked for 32 years to develop and
maintain its professional standards while
allowing the students the freedom to
explore a variety of music-making
possibilities. “My goal with the Singing
Hoosiers was to teach professionalism,”
says Stoll. “Music should be performed
with stylistic propriety, never making
compromises of vocal clarity and good
practice.” He worked hard to prepare his
students for the professional world,
giving them “the opportunity to fail.”

His method must have worked: He
knows of about 12 alumni who are doing
professional arranging — from show
choir tunes to computer games — and
five who are music directors of major
Broadway companies. One of his gradu-
ates just came off a national tour of Fosse
as first keyboardist and second conductor,
and another is Debbie Reynolds’ music
director.

Congratulations
to Mr. and Mrs. Stoll

on 50 years
of marriage!

Redefining retirement
re·tire·ment (ri-´tir-ment) 1. The act of retiring. 2. The state of being retired.

3. Withdrawal from one’s occupation, business, or office. 4. Withdrawal into privacy or seclusion.
5. A place of privacy or seclusion; a retreat.

Said Tracy Thomas, BME’90, vocal
soloist for the United States Coast Guard
Band, in an interview during the Picnic
with the Pops rehearsal last July, “Mr.
Stoll is really the foremost influence of my
musical career — I learned more from
him than anyone.” She said that he has
“an innate musical talent” and can pull
music out of performers in a way that no
one else can. Martha Swisher, BME’82, a
choral director and private voice teacher
who directs the Concert Choir at the

I prepare a group, I prepare it as if I’m
working on the Brahms Requiem,” he
says. Not only did he prepare the
students musically, but he also provided
them with experience in many other
aspects of production. The current
director, Michael Schwartzkopf, who is
also a former Singing Hoosier, noted that
Stoll shaped and created opportunities for
the singers to do research in the library,
work with the stage equipment, arrange
tour transportation, choreograph (they
never hired a professional choreogra-
pher), take attendance, and coordinate the
apparel. Schwartzkopf is grateful for the
“wonderful system” his predecessor
developed. He’s also grateful for what
Stoll did for his own musical life: “Who
knows what I would be doing if it wasn’t
for Mr. Stoll,” he says. “I owe a great deal
to that man.”

Stoll’s attitude toward music-making
pervades other aspects of his life in
retirement. He and his wife, Christel,
aren’t gardeners, they are “advanced
amateur horticulturalists and arborists,”
using the scientific names of the species,
appreciating the science behind the
beauty. In addition to studying plants, he
and his wife do a great deal of traveling,
to places such as Holland and
Scandinavia, and most years they take a
hiking trip to the Canadian Rockies.
Christel is a docent for the IU Art
Museum, and Robert supports her
wholeheartedly in this effort, which is
only fair, given that she accompanies him
wherever his conducting activities take
him.

Said Robert in a 1997 WFIU radio
interview, “It isn’t really support, it’s
togetherness.” And this togetherness has
lasted 50 years — since June 14, 1952.
They celebrated their anniversary last
July with their family, which includes two
daughters and five grandchildren.

The year 1995 did not mark true
retirement for Robert Stoll.  As his former
student Swisher noted, he just wanted “a
schedule change … to reformulate his
life.” Perhaps it could be said that he’s
simply composing a new arrangement of
the life score that he followed while at IU.
Many are thankful that the memorable
music is still being played.

— Maria Talbert
(Reprinted with permission from the fall/

winter 2002 issue of IUMusic magazine.)

College of DuPage in Chicago, agrees.
“Mr. Stoll is the most amazing conductor
I have ever worked with. He addresses
the dignity of the human being, and he is
very relentless in pursuing the integrity of
the music,” Swisher says. It seems that
both wish Stoll hadn’t retired from IU and
would go on teaching forever. “I know
what young musicians are absolutely
starved for, and I can’t find it anywhere,”
says Swisher, “and I’ve studied with
many, many famous conductors.”

Stoll is extremely proud of the fact that
the Singing Hoosiers is a collegiate group
performing at a professional level: “When

❧
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Stay connected,
send us your
e-mail address
The Singing Hoosiers Alumni Council is
looking for your e-mail address. Many
people today use e-mail as their primary
source of communication. It only makes
sense that the Alumni Council come into
the 21st century and start doing the
same. By having e-mail as a viable
source of communication, we will be
able to keep our alumni more informed.
How nice would it be to know that the
current Singing Hoosiers group is
performing in your town or area?

Send your name and e-mail address
to shoosier@singinghoosiersalumni.org,
or enter your information online at
www.singinghoosiersalumni.org.

It’s that easy.
Please be assured that your e-mail

address will not be disseminated and
will remain within the IU Alumni
Association and Singing Hoosiers
Alumni Council. If you have any
questions or concerns, contact Eric Starks
by phone at (812) 331-4072, or by e-mail
at estarks@kiva.net.

Nomination form
Singing Hoosiers Distinguished Alumni Award
This form must be accompanied by a statement of nomination, including a

résumé or biographical data. Additional letters of support are welcome.
Additional forms may be obtained from the IU Alumni Association office.

Nominee ___________________________________________________________

Year(s) and degree(s) _________________________________________________

Business title ________________________________________________________

City _________________ State ___________ Zip _________________________

Home address _______________________________________________________

City _________________ State ___________ Zip _________________________

Home phone ________________________________________________________

Nominated by _______________________________________________________

Date ________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City _________________ State ___________ Zip _________________________

Daytime phone ______________________________________________________

Return this form to the IU Alumni Association, Singing Hoosiers Alumni
Council, DeVault Alumni Center, 1000 E. 17th St., Bloomington, IN 47408-1521.

• Phone: (800) 824-3044 or (812) 855-4822 • Fax: (812) 855-8266

Looking for
an old friend?
Use the new Singing Hoosiers
alumni online directory!

www.singinghoosiersalumni.org

Wishing you could contact a Singing Hoosiers buddy you lost touch
with? Look no further! Singing Hoosiers alumni now has an online
directory that can be searched easily to find friends young and old. Go to
www.singinghoosiersalumni.org and click on the online directory link.

The directory is maintained by the IU Alumni Association and requires
that you create a username and password (I know … sorry for the
inconvenience). However, you don’t have to be a member of the Alumni
Association to use the directory. This is a free service to all Singing
Hoosiers alumni.

Once you check it out, let us know what you think. Have fun searching!

This newsletter is published for the
Singing Hoosiers Alumni Association
to encourage alumni interest in and

support for IU. For membership
information, call (800) 824-3044 or

e-mail iualumni@ indiana.edu.

Singing Hoosiers
Alumni Newsletter

Singing Hoosiers
Director ........... Michael Schwartzkopf
Newsletter Editor ....... Shannon Starks

IU Alumni Association
President/CEO ................. Ken Beckley
Assistant Director .............. Karl Zacker
Editor for Constituent
Periodicals ............................. Julie Dales
Assistant Editor ............ Kristina Wood
Editorial Assistant .... Brook Northcutt
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Before 1960
Kent A. Newbury, BM’50,
MM’56, writes, “Within the
past year I have had four new
choral releases with Paraclete
Press. Two of my original
Singing Hoosier friends, Don
Patton, BS’55, and William
Schell, BS’52, have passed
away. We were all in the
Jordanaires Quartet and
entertained for the Alumni
Association and performed in
Singing Hoosiers concerts.”
Newbury is a Distinguished
Alumnus of the Singing
Hoosiers. He and his wife,
Gail, live in Scottsdale, Ariz.

Donald P. Willis, BS’51,
MAT’56, is a retired high
school teacher who taught at
Elkhart High and Elkhart
Central. He is involved in the
Elkhart County Historical
Society and his church. He
lives in Elkhart, Ind., with his
wife, Nancy J. Willis, BA’51,
MAT’56.

Bob Williams, BS’56,
MA’64, will present a program
on George Gershwin at the IU
Mini University in June 2003.
He recorded his first CD, Bob
Williams…Keep the Music
Playing, featuring music of
Carmichael, Kern, Gershwin,
Sondheim, Rodgers, and
Porter. Send e-mail to
renwill@att.net for more
information.

1970s
Myra Gehret Forrest, BME’70,
received a doctoral degree in
educational administration
from Widener University in
May 2001. She is assistant
superintendent for Pottstown
School District and has been
president of the Pottstown
Symphony Orchestra since
1989. She lives in Gilbertsville,
Pa.

Melvin D. Shipp, BS’70,
OD’72, was inducted into the
National Optometry Hall of
Fame during the East/West
Eye Conference on Oct. 31. He
is an associate professor in the
optometry school at the
University of Alabama, and

lives in Birmingham, Ala.
Nancy L. Shane, BM’71,

became director of develop-
ment for the University of
North Carolina, Greensboro,
School of Music in May 2002.
She lives in Greensboro, N.C.

Kathy Hyde Parker, BA’72,
is selling real estate with her
husband at Weir Manuel
Snyder & Ranke in Birming-
ham, Mich. The firm has been
established for more than 50
years and is considered one of
the top professional real estate
companies in Michigan.
Parker still has more than 20
voice students a week, directs
the Seaholm High School
musical and cantors, and sings
in the choir at St. Thomas
More Church. Her oldest son
swims for Michigan State, her
younger son is captain of both
the water polo and swim
teams in his senior year in
high school, and her daughter
did cross country and is in the
local musical.

Mark McDaniel, BS Ed’73,
writes, “I live in Illinois and
work as sales director for a
large automotive supplier for
the Big 3 and Japanese. I have
four children — two girls and
two boys. I recently lost my
wife, Nancy, to cancer, so my
schedule is rather hectic. My
children continue the music
tradition, as all are in ‘show
choir’ and singing groups in
junior high, high school and
college. The boys continue to
also defy the norm as they
have proven that ‘all confer-
ence’ in football doesn’t keep
you from singing and dancing.
My musical efforts are centered
around the shower stall and
leading the services at church,
but we have been back to see
the original ‘Show Choir —
The Singing Hoosiers’ and they
loved it. Hi, to everyone from
the ’69–’73 group.”

Stephen J. Sulich, BM’76,
MM’78, conducted the
Anchorage Opera in March
2002 and also conducted at the
Bel Canto Northwest Festival
in August 2002. He lives in

Bay, Wis. I manage all their
larger projects, anywhere from
Lambeau Field (GB Packers) to
NMU in Marquette Michigan.
But — my true passion is
music. Always has been. It just
doesn’t pay all the bills! I am:
tympanist/personnel manager,
Fox Valley Symphony Orches-
tra (Appleton, Wis.); percus-
sionist/assistant tympanist,
Green Bay Symphony Orches-
tra, Youth Orchestra Percussion
(coach for both of the above);
and house percussionist,
Weidner Center (where they do
all the Broadway shows —
next up, Tony Curtis/Some Like
it Hot). In the summers, I play
drums in Door County with
two bands on a way-cool ship
based in Gills Rock. The coolest
thing is that the FVSO is
moving into a brand-new $52
million facility in Appleton —
known as the Fox Cities
Performing Arts Center — and
it has the largest stage in the
Midwest. It’ll be the crown
jewel in the Midwest. It’s just
magnificent. No seat (2200 in
all) is more than 108 feet away,
making it extremely intimate
for concertgoers. I can’t wait.
I’ll be playing a brand-new set
of Adams Tympani (about $28k
worth!), which should literally
‘rock the house.’ I’ll be playing
the shows there as well, and
Judy Collins (me on drum set)
will be there Valentine’s Day.
Other personal notes — I was
married one-and-a-half years
ago to a wonderful woman
who I met up here. So I
consider myself extremely
fortunate.”

Paula Leggett Chase, ’83,
played Joan in Dames at Sea at
Goodspeed in Connecticut.
She and her husband recently

Singing Hoosiers alumni notes
New York.

Kim J. Pendergast, BS’77,
MBA’78, of Norwalk, Conn., is
president and founder of The
Pendergast Group, which
provides business develop-
ment and strategic planning
services. She was recently
named to the board of
governors for the National Art
Museum of Sport.

Capt. Laurie Ann McKee,
BA’78, writes, “I’m the senior
logistician for the U.S. Navy’s
Third Fleet; I’m assigned to a
three-star admiral’s staff as his
logistician and adviser on
logistics matters in the Third
Fleet. I’ve been here two and a
half years and will be leaving
soon after four and a half
years straight on sea duty! My
office is aboard a ship and we
are at sea. My next job will be
as the director of a Navy
acquisition and logistics
activity in the San Diego area
for the western region.”

Steven L. Rickards,
BME’78, MM’84, performed
the world premiere of John
Adams’ concert oratorio, El
Niño. He is currently touring
with the work and returned to
Bloomington in November to
perform in the Musical Arts
Center.

1980s
David J. Vayo, BM’80, MM’82,
is a professor of music
composition and theory at
Illinois Wesleyan University.
For the 15th consecutive year,
he has won an award from the
American Society of Compos-
ers, Authors, and Publishers.
He lives in Bloomington, Ill.

Katherine L. Hutsen,
BA’82, has been producing
commercials and videos for 20
years. She started her own
production company in 1998
and specializes in audio,
video, film, and live events
production. She lives in
Columbus, Ohio.

 Paul P. Ristau, BM’82,
AS’82, writes, “By day, I am the
district project manager for
Tyco-SimplexGrinnell in Green
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celebrated the birth of their
new son, Dashiell Monroe. She
lives in New York.

Keith Cooper, BA’83,
writes, “I was in Singing
Hoosiers from ’78–’83. Part of
varsity singers. I am currently
company manager for
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
on Broadway. I still see a lot of
Singing Hoosier alumni. There
are a lot of us in New York
City. Prior to coming back to
New York and Broadway, I
was entertainment manager at
both Resorts and Caesars
Casinos in Atlantic City for
eight years. I’m glad to be
back in New York.”

Doug Ellis, BS’84, writes,
“I live outside of Philadelphia
now so it is nice to hear news
from the old home front. My
wife, Kathy, and I celebrated
the birth of our fifth child,
David, in March. We now
have three boys and two girls.
I do still sing in the church
choir, but that is about it; my
kids sing both at school and
church so hopefully the music
will never stop! I am a pre-
sales technical manager for
Cognos, a software company. I
get back to Bloomington
occasionally for family
functions, and I treasure every
minute that I spent with the
Singing Hoosiers!

Mark S. Plati, BA’85,
AS’86, toured with David
Bowie as musical director and
multi-instrumentalist. They
spent a large portion of 2002 in
Europe and America perform-
ing Bowie’s Heathen album.
Plati lives in New York.

Eric Berman, BA’86,
remains the chief political
reporter at WIBC-AM in
Indianapolis, where he will be
coordinating the station’s
election coverage and acting
as on-air analyst for a sixth
straight election year in 2003.
He was a regular correspon-
dent for Indiana Public Radio
stations throughout 2002.

Jane V. Birmingham,
BA’87, writes, “We welcomed
our fourth child, our first
daughter, Clare, on March 15.
Her three older brothers are
very helpful and protective.”
She lives in Riverside, Ill., with

two-and-a-half-hour commute
from Peru, Ind., where he and
his wife, Donna, and daughter,
Nicola, lived. Donna recently
accepted a position as
principal at Bloomington’s
Jackson Creek Middle School,
and the family plans to move
to Bloomington soon.

Elvira M. Ponticelli,
BM’89, BA’90, writes to say
that she is still quite active as a
professional singer with the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chorus, the resident chorus to
the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra. She has sung in
Carnegie Hall, been a back-up
singer to the late Perry Como,
and has played Christine, the
lead role in Phantom of the
Opera. She lives in Chicago.

1990s
Internationally acclaimed
harpist, Kristen J. Agresta,
BM’91, MM’92, performed a
solo recital at Carnegie Hall in
June. Her third appearance at
the hall included works by
Debussy, Hohvanness,
Tournier, Watkins, and Britten.

Julie E. Krugman, BM’91,
was promoted to director of
MBA career services at Santa
Clara University of California.
She and her husband recently
bought their first home in San
Jose, Calif., and she says their

son, Jack, 2, loves the Califor-
nia life.

Stefanie Myer Stommel,
BAJ’91, who was in the group
from 1987 to 1991, had a
beautiful baby girl, Gretchen,
this past spring and loves
being a mom. She writes, “I
am enjoying Cincinnati and
see Julie (Spangler) Klug quite
often — our kids have fun
together. I’m still working in
marketing and life is great.”

Kristin Ingersoll, BAJ’92,
MS Ed’02, is “back home again
in Indiana” after spending
seven years in New York City
working on television shows
like “Saturday Night Live,”
“Dateline NBC” and “The
Rosie O’Donnell Show.” She
writes, “Life is a little slower
and a lot saner here! I went
back to dear old IU and got a
master’s in instructional
design and am now working
at Eli Lilly in the performance
improvement department. I’d
love to hear from any of my
SH buddies who are still
around Indy!” Send e-mail to
her at Hoosier_ingi@
hotmail.com.

John (Bubb) Ayres, ’93, has
pursued musical theater,
going across Europe on tour
with Jesus Christ Superstar and
The Phantom of the Opera, and

her husband, William E.
Birmingham, BA’86,

Dwayne T. Dixon, BS’87,
MBA’93, is marketing director
for the tissue management
division of Healthpoint in Fort
Worth, Texas.

Louisa Elder, BSM’88,
writes, “I was in the group in
the fall of 1983 for a few years
… can’t recall how many. After
receiving my MBA from
Thunderbird, I am presently
working in a non-profit,
economic development
organization assisting Illinois
manufacturers with their
exports to Canada and
Mexico. I travel domestically
and internationally for work
and pleasure and I am happy
for the holidays because this
means holiday music to sing! I
am also introducing my
boyfriend’s three daughters to
show music and Ella
Fitzgerald.”

Richard Biever, BME’89,
recently produced a musical
review on CD called The New
Normal: A Spiritual Response in
Words and Music. His wife,
Heidi Biever, BME’87, sang
for and co-wrote the CD. They
live in Brookline, Mass.

Timothy R. Noble, MM’89,
is a professor of voice at IU
Bloomington. For the past
three years, he has made the (continued on page 10)
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Join us for Happy Hour!
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Bloomington
What: Happy Hour
When: First Friday of each month
Time: 5:30–7 p.m.
Where: Nick’s English Hut
Contact: Eric and Shannon Starks,
(812) 331-4072; sestarks@sprynet.com

Indianapolis
What: Happy Hour
When: First Thursday of each month
Time: 5–8 p.m.
Where: The Elbow Room
Contact: Chuck Duke,
(317) 545-5165; chuckd@caboosepro.com

If you are interested
in organizing an
event in your area,
contact Charles
Greenwood at
(765) 285-1581 (w),
or by e-mail at
cgreenwo@bsu.edu.



Alumni
(continued from page 9)

10

Stay connected
to IU with membership in your

Alumni Association.

We’re just
a click away.

Membership supports:

• Singing Hoosiers tours

• Programs that provide scholarships

• Commencement ceremonies

• Student organizations

Enjoy member benefits:

• Alumni online directory

• INDIANA ALUMNI MAGAZINE

• Network of alumni clubs worldwide

• 26 school and campus alumni

       associations

phone (800) 824-3044 • fax (812) 855-8266
e-mail iualumni@indiana.edu

across the United States with
Larry Gatlin, John Schneider,
and BeBe Winans in The Civil
War and Michael Nouri and
Robert Goulet in South Pacific.
In 2000 he performed at the
Grand Ole Opry, singing back
up for Larry Gatlin. Ayres
bought a one-bedroom
apartment and now lives on
the upper west side of
Manhattan. Send e-mail to
AyreNYC@aol.com.

Sam Bortka, BM’93,
MM’97, and Elizabeth
(Nelson) Bortka, MM’93,
recently moved to NYC. They
are expecting child No. 5. Sam
writes, “I am working with

Franki Valli and the Four
Seasons, The Four Tops, The
Temptations, Gwen Stephani,
et al ... Have a Happy New
Year!”

Chad Hudson, BA’93,
writes, “I’ve been keeping
busy in NYC as an equity
actor. I’m living with my
partner of more than five
years named Michael. I’ve
spent the year doing theater
all over: Ragtime in Boston,
Charlie Brown in Michigan, a
workshop of a new show
called Altarboyz in NYC, and
finally the title character in
Batboy: the Musical in Florida.
It’s been a great year and I’m
very happy.”

Jill (Mailander) Lipien,
BA’93, was married to Dave

this past November. She
writes, “Our wedding and
honeymoon were beautiful!
Our new house in Naperville
is also almost completed — we
will close in January!”

Tony (Hamm) Bosten, ’94,
writes, “Heather Neideffer,
Sean Baker, and my band,
Four Sexes, has been together
for a little more than a year
now, and is going strong! We
have lots of Christmas gigs,
and our first CD is coming out
in January! It’ll be available
online at CD Now and
Amazon.com, plus at our Web
site at www.foursexes.com We
have audio clips on our Web
site as well. Other than that,
just working as a travel agent
at AAA in Bloomington, my
husband Rich Bosten is still
executive chef at Chapman’s,
and in August we celebrated
our fifth anniversary! It
doesn’t seem possible!”

Jason Burke, BS’94,
MM’96, is in human resources
for Societe Generale, an
international investment bank.
Burke also recently starred in
and directed music for several
projects with a cabaret/theatre
group called The Storefront
this fall. He continues to
arrange for the Singing
Hoosiers and had a chart
debut with the Bloomington
Pops this Christmas.

Rob Hunden, BS’94, is the
project director at C.H. Johnson
Consulting and lives in
Chicago. He adds, “I am doing
well. As usual, I have let my
job control much of my daily
life, but it is pretty demanding.
I’ve traveled more in the last
year than in any year prior.
Overall, it is going well and
giving me great experience. I’m
not sure what it is leading to,
but it could go in any number
of directions as my ‘expertise’
in development, economics,
urban development, tourism,
etc., grows. I’ve also taught
two semesters of college in the
last year at Kendall College in
Evanston. The courses focus on
tourism, destination develop-
ment, and project feasibility.”

Eric Starks, BS’94, is vice
president of Freight Transpor-
tation Research Associates

located in Nashville, Ind. Eric
and Shannon write to say that
they welcomed a new addition
to their family last February,
Seth Anthony. Older brother
Connor is a huge show-off and
enjoys making Seth laugh as
often as possible. They are both
a wonderful blessing. Shannon
is able to be home with the
boys full time, and Eric is now
in his third season as an
assistant wrestling coach at
Bloomington High School
North. He hopes to continue
this in the future as long as his
body holds together. The
Starks family appears to be
now rooted in Bloomington
and any attempt to go else-
where is futile. “Bloomington
is such a wonderful town and
we are thankful that we are
able to call it home.”

Shannon (O’Connor)
Starks, BS Ed’95, is a full-time
teacher, health-care provider,
counselor, and entertainer for
her two beautiful boys, (three
if you count Eric). Connor will
be 4 years old in April, and
Seth will be 1 in February.
Shannon continues her love of
song and dance through
cantoring at St. Paul Catholic
Center and choreographing
for local schools.

Lori Kay Brassfield,
BSM’96, writes, “After
pursuing professional musical
theatre in New York City for
six years and touring the
United States, Brazil, and up
and down the eastern sea-
board, I have decided to escape
the madness of auditions and
subways to the majestic Rocky
Mountains of Vail, Colo., for
the winter ski season. I am
singing and playing the piano
at various hotels throughout
the Vail and Beaver Creek
resort area including the brand
new Ritz Carlton Hotel in
Bachelor Gulch, Colo., the
Manor Vail Hotel, the
Sonnenalp Hotel, and St.
Patrick’s Catholic Church. If
any of you Singing Hoosiers
are out here for a vacation, stop
by any of these hotels and you
may just here ‘Ole Buttermilk
Sky,’ ‘Skylark,’ or a rousing
rendition of ‘This Joint is
Jumpin’!’ Let me know who

www.alumni.indiana.edu



Theodore William Adkins, ’83 Patricia Nell Allison Dodson, BS’65 Charles Benson Ander-
son, BME’52   David Milton Archer, BS’67   Susan L Armstrong Stark, ’71   Jayne Marie
Atkins, ’73   Michael Wallace Ballard, BA’70   Jill Margaret Ballotti, B Mus’81   William
Casimer Banicki, BS’51   Mary Banks Frank Albert Basile, BM’88   James David Bass Jr.,
’75   John Keith Beanblossom, ’66   James Edward Beasley, BS’57   Brick A Bell, ’86   David
Allen Bell, BME’83   Donald Elliott Bernhardt, BA’79   Loren Dwayne Bernhardt, ’68   Jo
Ann Porter Bielmeier Porter, BS’87   James Philip Bienemann, ’63   John Marie Bitzer,
BA’71   Albert Leslie Blake, BS’73   Ellen Marie Blevins Johnson, ’67   Jack William Bornejko,
BS’56   Carol Boyce  Hill, ’70   Jo Catherine Bradley Pheasant, ’67   Jean Ann Branson
Kaiser, BME’68   David Allan Branter, BM’75, MM’77  Judith Claire Braun, BS’73   Will-
iam Frederick Brecht, BME’82   Robert Graham Brinklow, BS’58, MS’61  Stephanie Lilinoe
Buchanan Kimi, ’68   Joan Harriet Bullard, BA’65 Patricia B Burkey Binkley, ’61 Patricia J
Burmeister, BM’66   Myrna Lucille Butters Saffel, ’60   Michael W Carbon, BS’91, MS’93,
BS’96 Gail Ann Carpenter Allen, ’70   Denisa Marie Carpentier Raikos, BS’79   Sharon
Leigh Carr, BS’91   James Robert Carroll, BM’77, MM’80  Jane Elizabeth Carroll, ’73   Ronald
Gene Carsten, ’56   Donald George Carswell, BS’68   Deborah Anne Casati Shriner, BA’69
Paul Cassimatis, ’59   Sandra L. Caulfield, ’76   John Philip Cecrle, BM’56   Cherie Lee
Chidester, ’65   James Michael Choplin, BA’00   Keith Brian Clark, BS’85   Joseph Dean
Clawson, BS’61   Jane Cleveland, ’67   Lesley Ann Cooper, ’96   Sheldon Louis Cooper,
BS’60   Peter C. Coorlas, BS’71   Sandra Sue Cotton Stowe, ’65   Rex Dee Couch, BA’52,
MD’56, Res’57 Penny Jean Craig Quilter, ’77   Mark Edward Critchfield, ’70   Caroline
Cross, ’64   Christie L. Curran Clayton, BS’74 Lawrence Patrick Curry, ’76 Loren Dwayne
Bernhardt, ’68       Theodore William Adkins, ’83 Patricia Nell Allison Dodson, BS’65
Charles Benson Anderson, BME’52   David Milton Archer, BS’67   Susan L Armstrong
Stark, ’71   Jayne Marie Atkins, ’73   Michael Wallace Ballard, BA’70   Jill Margaret Ballotti,

Where are they now?

Please visit our Web site at www.singing
hoosiersalumni.org to review the current
list of “lost alumni.” Let us know the
whereabouts of anyone you know. Send
updates to Singing Hoosiers alumni, IU
Alumni Association, Virgil T. DeVault
Alumni Center, Bloomington, IN 47408 or
send e-mail to iualumni@indiana.edu.
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you are and you better believe I’ll have
you onstage in a heartbeat! Thanks to
my years in Hoosiers, I have been
able to grant many requests for all
these great classic tunes.”

Patrick, BME’96, MM’98, and
Michelle (Gilbert) Hachey, BA’98, are
expecting their second baby on July 25,
2003. Their son, Ian, is almost 2 years old.
Patrick is a high school director of choral
music and Michelle is a preschool teacher
of children with autism.

Robbin Thomas Lyons, BA’96, who
was in the Hoosiers from ’82 to ’84, writes,
“I dropped out when my dad became ill
with lung cancer. I eventually finished my
degree at IUPUI. Singing Hoosiers back
then knew me as Robbin Thomas. I have
news of a new addition to my family,
Kelly, born Oct. 2. She was five weeks
early, and has had some surgery and will
need open heart surgery in the spring. I
ask everyone to keep her in your prayers.
Big brother, Reed is now 6 and big sis,
Regan is 4. Mom isn’t telling how old she
is, but my husband Dana and I are doing
well. All my best to my fellow Hoosiers! I
have very fond memories!”

Raymond T. Fellman, BS’97, P Dip’01,
is an apprentice this year with the Florida
Grand Opera. This summer, he will be a
Young American Artist with the
Glimmerglass Opera. He won the
Shoshana Grant from the Chautauqua
Opera last summer.

Chris Ludwa, BM’97, MM’99, was
appointed artistic director of the India-
napolis Arts Chorale and director of
music at Meridian Street Methodist

Church. He continues his post
as assistant conductor of the
Columbus Philharmonic.

Elise Kleinman, BA’99,
writes, “Currently I am the

agency producer at G Whiz, a
youth marketing partner company of Grey
Worldwide in New York City. I produce
television and radio commercials for
clients such as Progressive Insurance (teen
market), Topps Candy Line, The Food
Network, Dairy Queen and more. Outside
of the office I’m involved in a non-profit
theater company called Women’s Expres-
sive Theater. I produce stand-up comedy
shows featuring female comedians, and
Emcee Karoake nights around town to
raise money for WET. I’ve also been doing
a lot of writing and hope to write, produce,
and direct my own children’s TV show
sometime soon. I miss IU and my Singing
Hoosier days terribly and can’t wait to see
them perform in New York in March.”

Nadine T. Weissman, MM’99, P
Dip’00, is principal soloist at the opera in
Osnabrück, Germany. Her plans for next
year include Carmen and the European
premiere of Dead Man Walking. She lives
in Berlin.

2000s
Ben Cohen, BA’01, recently landed a role
on Broadway as a farmboy in Gypsy
starring Bernadette Peters. The show
opens May 1.

Nicholas A. Coppolo, BM’01, played
Alfredo in the Indianapolis Opera’s
La Traviata. He lives in Bloomington.
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Singing Hoosiers alumni: What’s new with you?

Save the date — The
24th annual IU Singing
Hoosiers awards dinner
& concert is March 8!

✄


