
ties in the wake of U.S. 
imperialism in the Philip-
pines and to the impor-
tance of studying Filipino 
(American) writing pub-
lished in both the U.S. 
and the Philippines dur-
ing the first half of the 
twentieth century.   
 
Simply by uncovering the 
texts that were “hidden 
in boxes somewhere, 
never checked out by 
anyone before,” Cruz 
departs from conven-
tional wisdom about the 
peripherality of Filipinos 
in literature. But by set-
ting them against a still 
broader background of 
Philippine literary tradi-
tions, as well as the lar-
ger history of colonial 
encounters in which all 
of this fiction is en-
meshed, she also shows 
that Filipina and white 
American femininity is 
always at stake in this 
Filipino and Filipino 
American fiction. This 
literary tradition, she ulti-
mately concludes, has 
always been engaged in 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

Well into the first decade 
of the 21st century, social 
scientists are no longer 
comfortable seeing the 
nation-state and society 
as convergent entities. 
Instead, “globalization” 
is the order of the day, 
with worldwide trade, 
communications and 
immigration flowing 
rather freely between the 
variously numbered 
“worlds.” This fluidity has 
inspired many scholars 
to look for new ways to 
think about the connec-
tions between “here” 
and “there,” as evi-
denced by growing inter-
est in identifying “the 
transnational.” It should 
come as no surprise, 
therefore, that both of 
the newest jointly-hired 
faculty in the American 
Studies Program situate 
themselves specifically 
in relation to this con-
cept: Denise Cruz will 
join the Department of 
English and the Ameri-
can Studies Program as 
a scholar of transna-
tional (trans-Pacific) fem-
ininities. Kevin O’Neill 
will join the Department 

of Religious Studies and 
the American Studies 
Program as a scholar of 
transnational Christian 
citizenship. 
 
When she began gradu-
ate work in English at 
UCLA and was envision-
ing a project comparing 
images of Filipinas in 
fiction, Denise Cruz was 
concerned about one 
particular hurdle: All of 
the books on her reading 
list were written by Filipi-
nos—men, not women. 
Several years’ work later 
has revealed that “there 
are plenty of Filipina au-
thors people don’t know 
about” and there are 
many kinds of women 
that appear in Filipino 
fiction.  
 
Cruz’s dissertation, 
“Trans-Pacific Feminin-
ities: Unmapping the Fic-
tions of Philippine-U.S. 
Contact” calls attention 
to these neglected roles 
of trans-Pacific Filipinas—
both as authors and as 
literary characters—in 
shaping and contesting 
Filipino national identi-
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complex negotiations of gender and sexual rela-
tions among Filipinos as they made their way 
across the Pacific through migration, politics, 
cultural exchange and the disruptions of colonial 
contact. 
 
Kevin O’Neill, finishing his degree in Anthropol-
ogy at Stanford University, makes similar conclu-
sions about the transnational articulation of relig-
ion as it moves among the Americas. Providing 
the impetus for his research is the fact that so-
cial scientists have lately been engaged in a vital 
set of discussions on citizenship in the context of 
democratization, but they have generally ignored 
the role of religion. Responding to this, O’Neill 
undertook a 20-month study of evangelical Chris-
tianity’s growing influence on Guatemala’s post-
war efforts at democratization. His dissertation is 
an “ethnographic study of a multinational evan-
gelical mega-church in postwar Guatemala City 
and of the faithful who struggle to understand 
what it means to be a ‘Christian citizen’ in an 
ethnically diverse, class-divided, and desperately 
violent capital city. It addresses an issue critically 
important not just to Guatemala, but to those 
countries throughout Latin America, Africa, and 
Asia, not to mention the United States of Amer-
ica. These are all places where the continued 

entanglement of evangelical Christianity and de-
mocracy are unmistakable but remarkably un-
der-explored.” Two of the most consequential 
developments in recent world history have been 
the spread of formal democracy and the rising 
popularity of new evangelical Christian sects. 
O’Neill’s project connects these two phenomena 
in a powerful and original way. 
 
He argues that Guatemalan constructions of 
Christian citizenship are distinct to the country, 
but also universally familiar, being crafted from 
the same media-driven discursive sources that 
other urban mega-churches (from Los Angeles to 
Seoul) use. Communication is a central theme of 
his work, as the church self-consciously tries to 
communicate its “message” in a range of differ-
ent ways: direct outreach, radio broadcasting, 
printed advertisement, or billboards. In all of 
these domains, O’Neill makes clear how inti-
mately entangled practices of communication, in 
the broadest sense, are with matters of citizen-
ship, nation, and urban belonging. He shows just 
how extensive is the political and social work car-
ried out in the name of spreading the evangelical 
word, and how central to the cultural politics of 
the modern postcolonial nation state such work 
truly is.  
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“Globalizing American Studies” 
A two–day conference exploring critically important  

questions about the implications for American Studies  
of the turn toward “the transnational approach” 

27-28 April 2007 
The Dogwood Room of the Indiana Memorial Union 

The keynote speaker will be José Limón, Director of the Center for Mexican-American Studies at the 
University of Texas at Austin 

“Globalizing American Studies: A Critique of the New Consensus” 
 

Other participants include: 
 

Rachel Adams, Associate Director of American Studies and Associate Professor of English and Com-
parative Literature at Columbia University. 

 
Kate Baldwin, Associate Professor of American Studies at Northwestern University. 

  
Brian T. Edwards, Director of the Globalizing American Studies Project and Associate Professor of 

English and Comparative Literary Studies at Northwestern University. 
 

Yogita Goyal, Assistant Professor of English at UCLA. 
 

Ruth Hill, Associate Professor of Spanish at the University of Virginia.  
 

Bob Lee, Associate Professor of American Civilization at Brown University. 
 

Caroline Levander, Director of the Humanities Research Center and  
Professor of English at Rice University. 

 
Christine Skwiot, Assistant Professor of History at Georgia State University and  

Visiting Assistant Professor at Indiana University. 
 

Participating IU faculty include: 
 

Jon Eller (Institute for American Thought, IUPUI) 
Gina Gibau (Anthropology, IUPUI) 

Vivian Halloran (Comparative Literature) 
Emily Maguire (Spanish & Portuguese)  

John Nieto Phillips (History & Latino Studies)  
Darlene Sadlier (Spanish & Portuguese) 

David Delgado Shorter (Folklore & Ethnomusicology) 
 

TO REGISTER, OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT PAULA COTNER (PMJERR@INDIANA.EDU) 
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The Journal of Transatlantic Studies is currently accept-
ing article submissions. Hard copy issues of the journal, 
which is double-blind peer reviewed, are published 
three times a year and feature articles by both promi-
nent and emerging international scholars. The Journal 
of Transatlantic Studies is a multidisciplinary and inter-
disciplinary journal that publishes papers focusing on 
the transatlantic region, with an emphasis on literature 
and the arts. Submissions of no more than 4500 words 
should be suitable for a broad spectrum of academic 
and learned readers, whose fields of expertise range 
from the plastic and performing arts to theoretical eco-
nomics and sociology. All correspondence and submis-
sions to:  
Professor Charles E. Gannon 
Plassmann F-4  
English Department 
 St. Bonaventure University 
St. Bonaventure, NY 14778 
 

The Pioneer America Society: Association for the Preser-
vation of Artifacts & Landscapes will hold its 39th an-
nual conference in Hagerstown, Maryland, on October 
10-13, 2007, at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel. The 
theme of the conference is “Landscapes in Stasis-
Landscapes in Change: Two Views of West Central Mary-
land Cultural Landscapes.” There will be two field trips. 
Proposals for papers, special sessions, and panel dis-
cussions must be submitted by July 2nd. For complete 
information, contact: 
 Dr. Paula S. Reed 
 Paula S. Reed & Associates, Inc. 
 1 West Franklin Street 
 Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 301/739-2070 

Van Alen Institute invites early to mid-career practitio-
ners and scholars from the design and planning disci-
plines, arts, humanities and sciences to apply for the 
New York Prize Fellowship for multidisciplinary research 
and experimental practice in public architecture. Fel-
lows pursue advanced independent study and generate 
projects in the form of exhibitions, installations, sympo-
sia and other formats. The Institute seeks critical and 
creative projects that approach architecture as a cul-
tural practice with great public consequence, and that 
engage public audiences in imaginative and productive 
ways. Fellowship awards include stipend, project sup-
port, office/studio space and the opportunity to publish 
work. Information/application: www.vanalen.org/
nyprize. 

http://www.vanalen.org/nyprize�
http://www.vanalen.org/nyprize�
http://www.vanalen.org/nyprize�
http://www.vanalen.org/nyprize�
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Please share  your news, 
personal or professional, with 

us at any time. Email the 
editor at cyaudes or the 

Program at amst. 
  

In February of 2006, Professor David 
Delgado Shorter (Folklore and Ethno-
musicology) was awarded a New 
Frontiers in the Arts and Humanities 
grant which provided course relief 
and research funds to continue ex-
ploring the intersections between 
indigenous sovereignty, digital tech-
nologies and ethnographic represen-
tation. In July, he was named the co-
editor of a new book series 
(University of Nebraska Press) on 
Native Films.  The series will provide 
single title treatments of a range of 
films made by, for or about indige-
nous peoples all over the world.   
 
Professor John Louis Lucaites 
(Communication and Culture) was 
appointed editor-elect for the Quar-
terly Journal of Speech.    
He also recently visited Ohio Univer-
sity where he delivered the Paul 
Boase Lecture( co-authored with  
Robert Hariman of Northwestern) 
titled “Visual Tropes and Late Mod-
ern Emotion in U.S. Public Culture” 
and conducted a workshop on 
“Lynching, Photography, and Public 
Culture.” He has also received a Col-
lege of Arts and Humanities Fellow-
ship for Fall 2008, to work on a pro-
ject titled “Seeing Like a Citizen”. 
 
Don Maxwell (History) has recently 
published two articles: “Religion and 
Politics at the Border: Canadian 
Church Support for American Viet-
nam War Resisters” in the Journal of 
Church and State (Autumn 2006) 
and “Young Americans and the 
Draft” in the Organization of Ameri-
can Historians Magazine of History 
(October 2006). 

Telecommunications doctoral candi-
date Jeanette Castillo has accepted 
a position at Florida State University 
beginning in the Fall as an Assistant 
Professor of Digital Media. 
 
Professor Ilana Gershon 
(Communication and Culture) re-
cently edited a special collection of 
Ethnos [71(4)] titled “Reflexivity in 
Others’ Contexts”. 
 
Matt Yockey (Communication and 
Culture) will be a visiting Assistant 
Professor next year in the Film and 
Media Studies Department of the 
University of California Irvine, teach-
ing classes on the superhero and 
futurism in cinema. 
 
Yeidy M. Rivero (Communication and 
Culture) published the essay 
“Channeling Blackness/Challenging 
Racism: A Theatrical Response” in 
the Global Media and Communica-
tion, December 2006 issue. She 
also wrote the piece “Beautiful 
Betty” for Ms Magazine’s Winter 
2007 issue and was invited to pre-
sent her research at the “Reflections 
on Empire: Latin American Depiction 
of Colonization in Literature, History, 
and Cinema” Symposium held at 
Georgia State University. 
 
Jon Cavallero (Communication and 
Culture) has accepted a position as 
lecturer in the Department of Film/
Video and Media Studies at The 
Pennsylvania State University. 
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I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y  
A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S  

P R O G R A M  

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.INDIANA.EDU/~AMST/ 

As the American Studies Program continues to grow, we need your support.  Your charitable 
contributions will help us develop resources necessary for a vibrant intellectual community and 
environment by: 
 
• adding books to our American Studies resource library 
• developing programs to encourage and support student research 
•  creating a student travel grant 
•  supporting program activities, lectures, events 
 
Please support American Studies by donating to the AMST Foundation account. Remember 
your gift will go to a tax-exempt educational institution; 50% of your contribution can be  
deducted from the amount of your total state income tax. Note that this is a credit against 
taxes, not merely a deduction! Your contributions, no matter how small, are appreciated. 
 
Please make checks payable to American Studies Foundation Account and send to: 
 
IU Foundation  
Showalter House 
State Road 46 and the Bypass 
Bloomington, IN  47405     
  

Thank You! 
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