
of race. Recognizing this 
disparity of approach, 
Seigel has set out to ad-
dress and rectify it in her 
forthcoming book, as-
serting that national ra-
cial ideologies must be 
understood in transna-
tional context. 
Duke University Press 
will publish Trading Race: 
Racial Construction in 
the Americas, which ar-
gues that cultural ex-
change between Brazil 
and the United States 
after the First World War 
shaped lived notions of 
race and nation in both 
places. The book reveals 
the ways North Ameri-
cans and Brazilians ne-
gotiated everyday social 
relations in conversation, 
"gleaning from the global 
marbled through their 
local contexts." Brazil 
and the United States 
were never isolated na-
tion states; on the con-
trary, U.S. hegemony 
over Latin America 
played a key role in the 
construction of race in 
the Western hemisphere, 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

The process of adding 
faculty to a department 
is never easy. Not only 
does it require the dedi-
cation of university funds 
and space, it also takes 
time---spent by the 
search committee in re-
viewing applications and 
interviewing applicants, 
and by other departmen-
tal faculty and students 
in meeting with candi-
dates and listening to 
their research talks and 
sample lessons.  When 
done carefully and 
thoughtfully, the task is 
always worth the effort, 
resulting in the hiring of 
sophisticated scholars 
and generous teachers. 
Anyone who has read the 
American Studies news-
letter over the past sev-
eral issues knows that 
the Program’s faculty 
and graduate students 
have been enthusiasti-
cally taking on those 
multiple screening du-
ties, and ultimately add-
ing several new faculty to 
teach jointly in AMST and 
other departments. Two 
more searches have con-
cluded recently, and two 

more remarkable col-
leagues have come to 
Bloomington eager to 
share their knowledge. 
 
Dr. Micol Seigel will join 
IU as an Assistant Pro-
fessor of American Stud-
ies and African Ameri-
can/African Diaspora 
Studies. Trained in 
American Studies at New 
York University, she prac-
tices what she labels 
“the transnational 
method” in her studies of 
the political, cultural and 
legal linkages among the 
Americas. 
“My approach differs 
from the work of com-
parativists, American 
Studies scholars and 
historians of the Ameri-
cas,” she explains, “in 
that I am interested in 
the specific historical 
connections that stitch 
even large-scale social 
categories into intimate 
interrelation." While 
these insights are well 
known to the field of Di-
aspora Studies as a 
whole, they are not al-
ways implemented in 
work on the construction 
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and the history of Portu-
guese and Spanish colo-
nialism, conquest, and 
state-building shaped 
the U.S. racial nation. 
Her story, then, is not a 
comparative one, but a 
transnational one, and 
she does not limit her 
examination to the treat-
ment of the black popu-
lations in these respec-
tive nations.  
The subjects through 
which Seigel tells this 
transnational story and 
the sources she utilizes 
to reveal how these dis-
courses have been con-
structed and contested 
across the hemisphere 
are widely varied. In addi-
tion to the "official story" 
of state policy and law, 
she uncovers the "hidden 
transcript" of racial iden-
tities, the unofficial story 
of everyday discourses of 
race and nation by look-
ing at popular sources 
such as travel and ad-
venture literature, the 

popular press, black pub-
lications and exchange 
between African Ameri-
can and Afro-Brazilian 
intellectuals, "visual cul-
ture" and the problem of 
race and Modernism in 
the 1920s, and music 
and dance. Whether 
vaudeville performers, 
jazz musicians, politi-
cians or black press jour-
nalists, all of Seigel's 
subjects "were alert to 
the transnational as-
pects of their day-to-day 
lives, carefully position-
ing themselves in a com-
plex, transnational, inter-
relation" that saw to the 
constant construction 
and destruction of cate-
gories such as "nation" 
and "race". 
 
The project of making 
and re-making identity is 
also central to the work 
of Dr. Susan Lepselter, 
who will join IU as an As-
sistant Professor of 
American Studies and 

and culture. And both of 
these subgenres of cap-
tivity narrative give rise 
to fantastic experiences 
from haunting to proph-
esy, events that are im-
manently bound up with 
the anxious makings and 
unravelings of racial, cul-
tural and geographic 
boundaries. It is in this 
context that my research 
explores evolving dis-
courses of the body, the 
country, and the earth, 
metaphorically linked 
through their vulnerabil-
ity to invasion.” Such a 
thesis gives an interdisci-
plinary and original per-
spective on popular theo-
ries of borders and 
boundaries in America 
(an extended and glori-
fied ‘frontier’ story), one 
which will enrich the al-
ready dynamic American 
Studies conversation at 
Indiana University. 
 
 
 

Communication and Cul-
ture.  
She is trained as an eth-
nographer (at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin), 
focusing on oral and liter-
ary narrative, and has 
also spent some of her 
life as a professional fic-
tion writer. The combina-
tion of these skills gives 
her the uncommon abil-
ity to think about storytel-
ling: the social worlds of 
storytellers, their narra-
tive tropes, and how their 
stories might be heard in 
the worlds beyond the 
ones in which they tell 
them.  
Most of Lepselter’s re-
search on stories has 
focused on historical and 
contemporary captivity 
narratives, from colonial 
native American kidnap 
stories to testimonies of 
UFO encounters. “All of 
these narratives,” she 
explains, “dwell on the 
uncertain limits between 
fantasy, history, memory 
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Assistant Professorship in American Studies  
and Ethnic Studies 
Penn State Harrisburg (Pennsylvania) 
Application postmark deadline 15 March 2007 
One of the largest American Studies programs in North Amer-
ica, the program in American Studies at Penn State Harrisburg 
offers undergraduate and graduate degrees in American Stud-
ies, and seeks candidates who have specializations in race, 
ethnicity, and gender. Teaching assignments may include 
graduate seminars in Race and Ethnicity, Gender and Culture, 
and American Studies Theory and Methods, and undergradu-
ate courses in Ethnic America, African-American Experience, 
Women in American Society, and Introduction to American 
Studies. Candidates should have collegiate teaching experi-
ence, a promising research and publication agenda in Ameri-
can Studies, and a commitment to university service and out-
reach. Ph.D. in American Studies required; degree must be in 
hand by the application deadline. To be considered, send a 
cover letter explaining experience and match with this descrip-
tion, contact information for three references, evidence of 
teaching effectiveness (e.g., syllabi, course evaluations, peer 
observations), and CV to: 
American Studies Search Committee 
PO Box ASA  
c/o Mrs. Dorothy Guy 
Penn State Harrisburg 
777 West Harrisburg Pike 
Middletown, PA 17057-4898 
 
 
Assistant Professorship of Leadership and American Studies 
Christopher Hitchens University 
Newport News, Virginia 
Review of applications begins 1 March 2007 
The Christopher Newport University Department of Leadership 
and American Studies invites applications for a tenure-track 
position as Assistant Professor of Leadership Studies begin-
ning August 2007. We seek a candidate who is equally com-
mitted to teaching from that perspective and who has a strong 
interest in an on-going program of leadership research and 
scholarship in the context of liberal learning. The successful 
candidate must be well prepared to teach the foundations of 
leadership and teach in at least one other area, such as cross-
cultural leadership, ethical and values-based leadership, and 
historical perspectives on leadership, as well as develop and 
teach courses for the first-year seminar and liberal learning 
core. The successful candidate must be able to guide and 
assist undergraduate students in research projects related to 
leadership. The minimum qualifications for the position in-
clude an earned doctorate prior to August 10, 2007, in leader-
ship or a closely related field To apply, please send a letter of 
interest, current curriculum vita, copies of graduate tran-
scripts, statement of teaching philosophy, and three letters of 
recommendation to:  
Ms. Michelle Moody, Esq. 
Director of Equal Opportunity and Faculty Recruitment  
Leadership Studies Faculty Search 
Search #8335 
Christopher Newport University 
1 University Place 
Newport News, VA 23606-2998  

Dean's Fellowship in the History of Home Economics and Hu-
man Nutrition 
Cornell University 
Application deadline 1 March 2007 
The College of Human Ecology, Cornell University, is seeking 
applications for the 2007 Dean's Fellowship in the History of 
Home Economics and Human Nutrition. Preference will be 
given to scholars in more advanced stages of a research pro-
ject but Ph.D. candidates are encouraged to apply. One award 
of $6,000 is available for a summer or sabbatical residency of 
six continuous weeks to utilize the resources available from 
the College and the Cornell Library System in pursuit of schol-
arly research into the history of home economics and its im-
pact on American society. For more details, visit 
www.human.cornell.edu/che/Fellowship/index.cfm 
 
United States Capitol Historical Society Fellowship 
Application deadline 15 March 2007 
This fellowship is designed to support research and publica-
tion on the history of the art and architecture of the United 
States Capitol and related buildings. Graduate students and 
scholars may apply for periods ranging from one month to one 
year; the stipend is $2000 per month. For further information 
contact visit the United States Capitol Historical Society at 
www.uschs.org 
 
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities supports scholarly 
work on the humanities in the public interest. The VFH Fellow-
ship Program offers time, space, and resources to scholars 
who bring the humanities to visibility--drawing on history, phi-
losophy, ethics, cultural studies, and literary criticism to en-
hance understanding of critical issues. Proposals are wel-
comed on subjects of public interest in any field of the hu-
manities. Particularly encouraged are projects on the South 
Atlantic U.S., Folk Culture, African-American Studies, Virginia 
History and Culture, and Violence and Survival. For more infor-
mation on Fellowships, please visit 
www.virginiafoundation.org. 

http://www.human.cornell.edu/che/Fellowship/index.cfm�
http://www.uschs.org�
mailto:http://www.virginiafoundation.org.�
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American Values, American Practices 
The one-hundredth annual meeting of the Organization of 
American Historians  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
29 March—1 April 2007 
In addition to commemorating the centenary of the organiza-
tion, the meeting is dedicated to the theme of “American Val-
ues.” The United States has from its beginnings justified its 
existence and its role in the world in terms of universal values, 
but has at the same time laid claim to a particular set of 
American values. These values, however, have been con-
tested: different social groups have offered different versions, 
they have changed over time, and they have been used to 
justify exclusion from as well as inclusion in civic life for those 
living within American boundaries. Many values presented as 
national derive from, or lay claim to, sets of values that tran-
scend American boundaries. To deepen the puzzle further, it is 
often unclear how these values—universal or national—actually 
shape national or private practice or behavior.  
 
The Second Annual Postal History Symposium Transportation 
Technology and the Mail 
American Philatelic Center 
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania 
21—22 October 2007 
Deadline for proposals 1 June 2007 
The Postal History Symposium provides a forum in which phi-
latelists, academic scholars, public historians and the public 
discuss and present research integrating philately and postal 
history in the broader context of American history. Proposals 
for symposium papers may be submitted either as individual 
papers or in panels. Papers outside the transportation theme 
will be considered. Posters should emphasize using visual 
elements to tell a story, and will be displayed throughout the 
conference. One-page proposals for papers and posters 
should be accompanied by a one-page curriculum vita with 
contact information (e-mail, phone, and address). For possible 
themes and technical specifications, please visit 
www.stamps.org/news/P1525.htm 
 
 

We are seeking contributors for a work entitled The Long Civil 
Rights Movement, 1945-1980, in the Conflicts in American 
History series. The work is under contract with Bruccoli Clark 
Layman/Manly, Inc, and contributors will receive $250 for 
essay chapters that will consist of the following elements: 1. 
2000-3000 word background essay introducing the conflict, 
the people involved, the nature of the conflict and its resolu-
tion. 2. A specific chronology of the conflict. 3. 10 historical 
documents both in facsimile and in reprinted text form, each 
with an objective head note (150-300 words) that introduces 
the source. 4. A list of recommended readings with a brief 
annotation. 5. Two illustrations that correlate to the conflict. 
Persons who are interested in contributing one or more of the 
following entries should contact Brian Johnson, bjohn-
son@claflin.edu, and Zoe Trodd, trodd@fas.harvard.edu 
(please send brief bio), as soon as possible to sign up. Com-
pleted chapters due 1 June 2007. 
 
The Journal of Transatlantic Studies is currently accepting 
article submissions. Hard copy issues of the journal, which is 
double-blind peer reviewed, are published three times a year 
and feature articles by both prominent and emerging interna-
tional scholars. The Journal of Transatlantic Studies is a mul-
tidisciplinary and interdisciplinary journal that publishes pa-
pers focusing on the transatlantic region, with an emphasis on 
literature and the arts. Submissions of no more than 4500 
words should be suitable for a broad spectrum of academic 
and learned readers, whose fields of expertise range from the 
plastic and performing arts to theoretical economics and soci-
ology. All correspondence and submissions to JTS Special 
Edition Editor Charles E. Gannon (cgannon@sbu.edu) 

http://www.stamps.org/news/P1525.htm�
mailto:cgannon@sbu.edu�
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Please share your 
news, personal or 
professional, with 

us at any time. 
Email the editor 
at cyaudes or the 

Program at amst. 
  

Professor George Hutchinson’s 
(English) book, In Search of Nella 
Larsen: A Biography of the Color 
Line, was selected for “Best Nonfic-
tion of 2006” by the Washington 
Post.  It was also a BOOKLIST Edi-
tors’ Choice for 2006. As a result of 
his book, a headstone has been 
placed at the Brooklyn burial place 
of Nella Larsen, previously un-
marked. 
 

In April, Lauren Cordes Tate (History 
of Art) will be presenting a paper at 
the American Culture Association 
annual conference in Boston. The 
paper is entitled “Functions of Limi-
nality: Black bodies and black iden-
tity in the American genre paintings 
of Richard Caton Woodville.” She 
also has received a Future Faculty 
Teaching Fellowship for 2007-2008, 
and will be teaching in the Art History 
Department at the Herron School of 
Art and Design in Indianapolis. 
 
 
In February Professor Colin Johnson 
(Gender Studies) delivered a lecture 
entitled “The Consolations of Famili-
arity: Cross-Dressing Sunday School 
Teachers and the Politics of Commu-
nity in the Deep South” at the Univer-
sity Chicago. His visit was sponsored 
by Chicago’s Center for Gender Stud-
ies and was part of the “New Voices 
in Lesbian and Gay Studies” lecture 
series.  
 

 

Professor Phaedra C. Pezzullo 
(Communication and Culture), pub-
lished two books in February 2007. 
Toxic Tourism: Rhetorics of Pollution, 
Travel, and Environmental Justice 
(University of Alabama Press) is the 
first book length study of the use of 
tours as a mode of anti-toxic advo-
cacy to challenge links made be-
tween waste, race, and class in 
North America.  Environmental Jus-
tice and Environmentalism: The So-
cial Justice Challenge to the Environ-
mental Movement (MIT Press), co-
edited with Ronald Sandler, is an 
interdisciplinary collection of essays 
examining in conceptual and practi-
cal terms the future possibilities for 
the environmental justice and envi-
ronmental movements to work to-
gether and apart. 
 
 
Ben Aldred (Folklore) has received a 
Preparing Future Faculty Fellowship 
for 2007-2008 and will be teaching 
in the American Studies department 
at IUPUI. 
 
 
Professor Deborah Cohn (Spanish 
and Portuguese) and her family are 
pleased to welcome the addition of 
Daniel Jacob Cohn Sauer (born Janu-
ary 9) to the family. 
She also has recently published sev-
eral articles:  
“Faulkner, Latin America, and the 
Caribbean:  Influence, Politics, and 
Academic Disciplines.” in A Compan-
ion to William Faulkner, edited by 
Richard Moreland (Oxford, England:  
Blackwell Publishing 2006). 
“U.S. Southern Studies and Latin 
American Studies:  Windows onto 
Postcolonial Studies.” in American 
Literature 78.4 (December 2006):  
704-7. 
“A Tale of Two Translation Programs:  
Politics, the Market, and Rockefeller 
Funding for Latin American Litera-
ture in the United States during the 
1960s and 1970s,”in Latin Ameri-
can Research Review 41.2 (2006):  
139-64. 

Professor Kathryn Lofton 
( AMST/Religious Studies) ar-
rived in Bloomington this July. In 
August, her article, “Practicing 
Oprah; Or, The Prescriptive Com-
pulsion of a Spiritual Capital-
ism,” appeared in the Journal of 
Popular Culture. This fall, she 
presented two papers, the first 
on theories of practice in nine-
teenth-century American thought 
and the second on Oprah Win-
frey’s confessional motif, at the 
annual meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion. At the 
American Society of Church His-
tory in January, she participated 
in a panel addressing U.S. Prot-
estantism between the world 
wars. This April, she will be 
awarded the 2006-2007 LGBT 
Religious History Award by the 
LGBT Religious Archives Net-
work for her paper, “Queering 
Fundamentalism: The Case 
Against John Balcom Shaw.” 
This latter paper includes mate-
rial from her manuscript, The 
Modernity in Mr. Shaw: Funda-
mentalisms and Modernisms in 
American Culture, which will be 
the focus of her fall 2007 leave, 
granted by the College Arts & 
Humanities Institute (CAHI). 
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The Indiana University American Studies Program presents: 
 
 

“Globalizing American Studies” 
A two–day conference exploring critically important questions about the implications 

for American Studies of the turn toward a “the transnational approach” 
27-28 April 2007 

 
The keynote speaker will be José Limón, Director of the Center for Mexican-American 

Studies at the University of Texas at Austin 
“Globalizing American Studies: A Critique of the New Consensus” 

 
Other speakers include: 

Rachel Adams, Columbia University 
Kate Baldwin, Northwestern University 

Brian T. Edwards, Northwestern University 
Yogita Goyal, UCLA 

Vivian Halloran, IU Bloomington 
Ruth Hill, University of Virginia 
Robert Lee, Brown University 

Caroline Levander, Rice University 
John Nieto-Phillips, IU Bloomington 

Darlene Sadlier, IU Bloomington 
Gina Sanchez-Gibau, IUPUI 

Christine Skwiot, Georgia State University 
 

MORE DETAILS IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 
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