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Welcome! 
Native American and Indigenous Stud-

ies at Indiana University is not really a new 
thing.  For a long time, the Bloomington 
campus has featured faculty and students 
with an abundant interest in this field.  Over 
this longer view, prominent institutions have 
emerged here - for instance, the American 
Indian Studies Research Institute - to serve 
as foundations for scholarship and commu-
nity.  They were built slowly, painstakingly, 
and lovingly, and they serve as a foundation 
for the present. 

 IU’s commitment to Native 
American Studies 

Still there is something decidedly differ-

ent about the state of things today.  There 
is now a doctoral minor offered in Native 
American and Indigenous Studies.  There 
is a committed faculty group, known as the 
Committee on Native American & Indig-
enous Studies.  And there is a strong and 
meaningful partnership with American 
Studies.  As a result of these things, which 
sit on top of that long history, there is, per-
haps, great hope for the future of this field 
here at IU.  

Developing Communitas  
We can also say that we have a news-

letter.  It would be easy to dismiss such a 
thing, especially in the face of other ac-
complishments, but that would be a mis-
take.  Big things grow out of newsletters, 
pamphlets, and broadsheets.  Indeed, at the 
very least, this newsletter is a critical part 
of finding the “we” here on a bewilderingly 
busy campus.  Still, I also hope, more than 
anything else, that this first issue is the be-
ginning of something new and something 
bold.   All professors of online courses have 
had students who have disappeared in cy-
berspace, and they’re not sure why. Was 
it equipment failure, learning style differ-
ences, dissociation from mechanization, or 

disinterest? Generally speaking, the student 
who does best in a virtual class is accustomed 
to working independently, being individually 
motivated to learn, and who has a vision of 
achievement goals. Obviously, many college 
students do not meet these criteria. 

    In the upcoming newsletters you will 
notice the newsletter growing and expand-
ing based on the minor needs, especially in 
the Resources section. If you ever feel that 
something is missing or lacking, please do 
not hesitate to contact the editor, Joseph 
Stahlman (jstahlma@indiana.edu), and bring 
it to his attention. Thank you. 

Welcome to the First Edition of the Native 
American and Indigenous Studies Newsletter

Students who pursue the PhD minor in Native American & 
Indigenous Studies will focus their interdisciplinary study on 
the histories, cultures, and literatures of Native American 
and Indigenous peoples, chiefly in the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada, but also, where appropriate, in the 
broader Americas. This is one of a very few programs in 
the United States that focus explicitly on Native American 
and Indigenous Studies at the graduate level, and that 
place the study of American Indians within the context of 
a broader, more sweeping and international inquiry into 
the nature of political power, colonial settlement, and 
global contact.conferences. These types of meetups are 
appropriate where the topic calls for rapid-fire exchange of 

ideas, quick collaboration, and spontaneity.

Requirements for the Native American and Indigenous 
Studies PhD minor encourage graduate students to 
develop a program of academic inquiry that complements 
their doctoral program and takes advantage of the wide 
range of College of Arts and Sciences faculty with a 
focus on Native American and Indigenous literature, 
politics, art, history, culture, and folklore. Each student’s 
“Program of Study” is developed upon their entry to the 
degree and in consultation with the American Studies 
Director. For more information go to http://www.
indiana.edu/~amst/graduates/faq.shtml

In this issue:

NA&IS Student Profile — page 2
NA&IS Faculty Profile — page 3
Events — page 4

What is the PhD Minor in Native American and 
Indigenous Studies?
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Student Profile: Anthony 
Krus, Department of An-
thropology

Interviewed by Joseph Stahlman,
NA&IS Newsletter Editor
Can you tell me about your research 

focus for your PhD?
I am in the archaeology program in the 

anthropology department. My research 
focuses on the late-prehistoric archaeol-
ogy of the Midwestern and Southeastern 
U.S. For my dissertation, I am creating 
a project that will analyze the architec-
ture of late-prehistoric fortifications used 
in these areas. The first fortifications with 
towers in them in North or South America 
first appeared in the Midwest at 1000 AD. 
This probably means that a new type of 
offensive or defensive warfare coincided 
with this technological development. I am 
currently working on a research design 
that will attempt to figure out how the ar-
chitecture of  fortifications in the Midwest 
changed after 1000 AD, and why.

 Why did you choose a NAIS minor? 
I personally think that some of the most 

useful and exciting realizations in Midwest-
ern archaeology have come from archaeol-
ogists that used Native American studies in 
their analysis. These archaeologists consti-
tute a minority of the discipline. They have 
used Native American ethnographies, oral 
histories, and interpretations to supplement 
their understandings of artifacts and sites. 
The best examples of this that I can think 
of are in the book “An Archaeology of the 
Soul” by Robert Hall. I chose the NAIS mi-
nor because it provided a unique opportu-
nity for me to get training for that type of 
analysis.

How does the NAIS fit with anthropol-
ogy? How does it fit into other social sci-
ences?

 The NAIS fits with anthropology and 

other social sciences in the same way that 
Ph.D. minors in Chinese, Japanese, or East 
Asian Studies fit in with anthropology and 
other social sciences. If a graduate student 
in anthropology is focusing on China for 
their research, it is a logical decision to re-
ceive the Chinese minor to supplement that 
research. The same rules apply for the NAIS 
minor.

 That said, I think that anthropology has 
a bit of a different relationship with the 
NAIS minor than it does with the Chinese 
minor. This difference is that anthropology 
has made incredibly large contributions to 
Native American studies. Some aspects of 
my course work for the NAIS minor do not 
just “fit” with anthropology, but blatantly 
are anthropology. This is evident from the 
number of anthropology courses that are 
regularly cross-listed as NAIS courses.

For anthropologists, the NAIS minor will 
probably expose them to more anthropol-
ogy, but also aspects of folklore, ethnomu-
sicology, and history. Overall, the minor is 
cross-disciplinary, and could supplement 
the research of any anthropologist focusing 
on Native North America.

 How has the minor helped your re-
search?

 The classes I have taken for the minor 
have given me the time to research some 

of the ways prehistoric Native American 
culture is similar to post-European-contact-
Native-American culture in the Midwest-
ern and Southeastern U.S. To do this type 
of work requires a lot of extra time for re-
search, and I don’t think I would have re-
ceived that time to do this research if I were 
to do my minor in another discipline. In a 
readings course I’m taking this semester, 
my final project is going to be a compari-
son of the architecture of every “prehistoric 
style” fortification witnessed by Europeans 
in the Midwest and Southeast. This research 
is important for archaeologists because the 
above ground architecture of these fortifi-
cations simply does not preserve, and the 

primary means that archaeologists have for 
understanding the above ground architec-
ture of these fortifications is studies of what 
it looked like at European-contact. It is also 
important, because how Native Americans 
used fortifications in warfare is still some-
what of a mystery. This research will consti-
tute a part of my dissertation. 

 Next semester I hope to do research on 
prehistoric evidence of the ball game. In 
many Southeastern groups, the ball game 
trained boys and men to become warriors, 
and I think that there may be some concrete 
evidence of its existence in prehistory.

 Has the minor changed the way you 
approach your work with native com-
munities (contemporary or peoples of the 
past)?

 What I have done as part of NAIS is 
similar to what I was already doing before 
I was a part of NAIS. I am not sure if I re-
ally can answer this question yet, because I 
have only been a part of the minor for 1.5 
semesters.

 How does your education help you 
connect with living communities?

 I have read a lot about community ar-
chaeology. I even wrote the Wikipedia page 
on it (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Com-

 “Krus,” continued on page 4
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Professor Profile: Jason 
Baird Jackson, Department 
of Folklore and Ethnomusi-
cology

Interviewed by Joseph Stahlman,
     NA&IS Newsletter Editor 

Can you tell me the positions you hold on 
the IU campus? (like folklore chair, jour-
nals, etc)

Especially over the past year or so, I have 
begun to think that I have lost track!  I am 
an Associate Professor of Folklore in the 
Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicol-
ogy, for which I also serve as Department 
Chair and Director of the Folklore Institute. 
Secondarily, I am also affiliated with the 
Department of Anthropology and American 
Studies, Cultural Studies and Native Ameri-
can and Indigenous Studies Programs. The 
IUB Library is a center of activity for me 
right now, as I chair the Bloomington Fac-
ulty Council's Library Committee and am 
working with library colleagues on a num-
ber of projects associated with the IU Schol-
ar Works Initiative. One of these is the "gold 
open access" journal Museum Anthropol-
ogy Review, which I founded and edit.

Two campus roles of special relevance to na-
tive studies are my participation in the work 
of the American Indian Studies Research 
Institute and my service as a representa-
tive of the Native American and Indigenous 
Studies faculty to the advisory committee of 
the American Studies Program. These roles 
help me stay connected to the larger com-
munity of NAIS faculty and students, even 
as much of my day-to-day work of late is 
not focusing specifically on native studies.

Why did you take part in the NAIS mi-
nor?

Trained in three disciplines--sociology, 
anthropology, and folklore studies and en-
gaged with the work of a few more (geog-
raphy, ethnomusicology, art history, history, 
linguistics), I have a deep appreciation for 
what disciplines represent and how they 
function but also a passion for seeing what 
happens when we move across them.  IU’s 
system of Ph.D. minors is an amazing asset 
to doctoral students here.  It is not universal.  
At the University of Oklahoma, where I  

taught before coming back to IU, doctoral 
students focus only in their home depart-
ment.  There is little opportunity to study 
beyond one's discipline and this is, in my 
experience, a real drawback.  The NAIS mi-
nor at IU provides a framework within which 
students can track the field of native studies 
across a reasonable sample of disciplines 
while also gaining some perspective on the 
growing body of scholarship that frames 
NAIS in its own disciplinary terms, includ-
ing an emphasis the relationship between 
NAIS and the needs of Indian Country.

Jason, you are very knowledgeable about 
many subjects and research. Are there 
resources at IU that students and faculty 
may not be aware of in terms of American 
Indian studies?

Right now, I am returning after many years 
to doing collections research at the Mathers 
Museum. Its holdings--both photographic 
and artifactual--for American Indian studies 
are very good and can be useful to doctoral 
students in many fields.  The Archives of 
Traditional Music holds many of the most 
important recordings that exist for American 
Indian studies.  It is uniquely important and 
is proving every more useful to the source 
communities from which so many record-
ings derived. I have experienced the excite-
ment of studying in its collections and of 
playing its recordings sitting in the homes of 
native elders in Oklahoma.  Also of unique 
importance is the Ohio Valley-Great Lakes 
Ethnohistory Archives, which are stewarded 
by the Glenn Black Laboratory of Archaeol-
ogy.  There are priceless American Indian 
studies resources all over this campus.
. 
Can you tell me about some of your cur-
rent research endeavors?

I am finishing work on an edited book related 
to the history of the Yuchi (Euchee) people 
prior to the forced removals of the early 19th 
century. This will be the first bona fide book 
exploring Yuchi history and it draws together 
scholars working in a number of different 
disciplines. It is intended to articulate with a 
historical research project that the Yuchi (Eu-
chee) Tribe of Indians has just begun with 
support from the Administration for Native 
Americans (ANA).

I have been working in recent years on ques-
tions related to intellectual and cultural

heritage policy (on the other). This has led 
to a forthcoming paper on the intersection 
of cultural property practices characteris-
tic of contemporary native communities 
in Oklahoma and new media technologies 
such as camera-phones and video record-
ers.

How can students get more involved in 
NAIS?

There are probably as many ways as there 
are interested faculty and students, but I 
would stress the vitality of the larger Amer-
ican Studies Program (AMST) with which 
the NAIS faculty collaborates in important 
ways.  AMST has been a remarkably gen-
erous and smart collaborator in building 
up and supporting the NAIS community 
on campus.  One way that NAIS students 
can support NAIS and benefit in important 
ways along the way is to engage with the 
larger AMST community.  The amount of 
useful programing that AMST has been 
pursuing is really remarkable and has made 
a real difference in the life of the campus 
in general.

Why would you advise students to choose 
a NAIS minor? How does the NAIS fit 
with folklore? How does it fit into other 
social sciences?

It has long been a reality in fields like NAIS 
that it is crucial to have a familiarity with 
the approaches to native studies taken in a 
range of fields.  As NAIS becomes more 
mature, the range of disciplines contribut-
ing to it has expanded in important ways. It 
is important for students to be aware of the 
developments happening on the basis of the 
work of those scholars who are endeavor-
ing to build and sustain NAIS as its own au-
tonomous field of inquiry, one that is both 
shaped by neighboring disciplines over 
time and the specific concerns, needs, and 
intellectual traditions of Indian Country.
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munity_archaeology). I think that all of this 
work has helped me to keep an open mind 
when working with non-archaeologists. 
Small experiences through public presenta-
tion of archaeology can teach non-archaeol-
ogists important aspects of their history that 
may not learn from the television or news-
paper.

 I have been a part of many public out-
reach projects with other IUB students, and 
we have gone to different events to encour-
age youngsters to learn about archaeology. 
I also worked on a community archaeology 
project in Barrow, Alaska for a summer. In 

“Krus,” continued from page 2 that project, we often brought the local com-
munity on site to show them what we were 
doing. We also did several public outreach 
events to present our findings to the local 
community. I doubt I would have partici-
pated in community archaeology if I hadn’t 
made it a part of my education.

Why did you come to Indiana Univer-
sity, and why not other universities?

Indiana University has a very strong pro-
gram in Southeastern archaeology, com-
munity archaeology, and Native American 
studies. The combined strength of those dis-
ciplines drew me to IUB. 

Do you have any advice to current or 

Resources
ScholarShipS, FellowShipS, 

conFerenceS, and employment 
opportunitieS 

in addition to the ph.d. minor in native 
american and indigenouS StudieS oFFered by the 
american StudieS program, indiana univerSity, 
bloomington, haS a variety oF reSourceS For 
the individual intereSted in native american 
and indigenouS StudieS (naiS). groupS like the 
american indian StudentS aSSociation (aiSa), 
FirSt nationS at indiana unverSity (Fniu), 
and native american graduate StudentS 
aSSociation (nagSa), in collaboration with 
the FirSt nationS education and cultural 
center (Fnecc), oFFer Support, outreach, and 
educational programming to native american 
and non-native StudentS. the american indian 
StudieS reSearch inStitute (aiSri), glenn a. 
black laboratory oF archaeology, and the 
matherS muSeum Serve aS centerS For reSearch 
and creative activity aS well aS ethnological/
ethnographic/ethnohiStorical reSourceS 
available to ScholarS engaged in hiStorical 
and contemporary Study concerning native 
american people. one important reSource For 
academic exchange and proFeSSionalization in 
naiS at iu iS participation in the committee 
on inStitutional cooperation american indian 
StudieS conSortium (cic aiSc). aS a regional 
gateway to national proFeSSional aSSociationS 
like the american Society For ethnohiStory 
(aSe), the weStern hiStorical aSSociation 
(wha), and more recently, the native 
american and indigenouS StudieS aSSociation 
(naiSa), thiS group iS compriSed oF native and 
non-native individualS acroSS the cic who, at 
a minimum, come together yearly For an annual 
conFerence at one oF the big ten campuSeS to 

give paperS, network, Share ongoing reSearch 
with an enthuSiaStic, encouraging, creative 
intellectual community oF StudentS and 
Faculty whoSe FocuS iS Solely naiS. to learn 
more about the cic aiS, check out the webSite 
(httpS://www.mSu.edu/~cicaiSc/) or contact 
kellie Jean hogue (kJhogue@indiana.edu).

ScholarShip
national Science Foundation graduate 
reSearch FellowShip

• employer  national Science 
Foundation

• poSition  national Science 
Foundation graduate reSearch 
FellowShip

• deadline  november 12, 2009
• webSite  www.FaStlane-beta.nSF.

gov/grFp/login.do

the national Science Foundation (nSF) haS 
announced the opening oF the 2009-2010 
competition For the graduate reSearch 
FellowShip program (grFp). the nSF grFp 
iS one oF the moSt preStigiouS Science and 
engineering FellowShip programS in the united 
StateS. awardeeS are provided three yearS oF 
graduate School Support. FellowS receive a 
$30,000 annual Stipend, a $10,500 annual 
coSt oF education allowance, a one-time 
$1,000 international travel allowance, and 
acceSS to teragrid Supercomputing FacilitieS. 
the program enSureS the quality, diverSity 
and vitality oF the next generation oF u.S. 
ScientiStS and reSearcherS. the grFp iS For 
StudentS in the early StageS oF their graduate 
career who are Seeking reSearch-baSed maSter’S 
or phd degreeS in nSF-Supported diSciplineS. 
applicantS Should have completed no more 
than 12 monthS oF graduate Study and muSt 
be u.S. citizenS, u.S. nationalS, or permanent 

reSidentS prior to the application deadline 
date. women, underrepreSented minoritieS, 
and perSonS with diSabilitieS are encouraged 
to apply.

the application iS currently open online 
at http://www.FaStlane.nSF.gov/grFp/ and 
deadlineS are november 2-12, depending on 
Field oF Study. For more inFormation viSit www.
nSFgrFp.org and www.nSF.gov/grFp/ . 

EmploymEnt opportunity

tenure-track aSSiStant proFeSSor

• department: native american StudieS 
department

• inStitution: dartmouth college

• date poSted: oct. 8, 2009
direct link: http://www.academickeyS.com/
r?Job=21787

the native american StudieS program at 
dartmouth college, to begin July 2010.

the SucceSSFul candidate will have the ph.d. 
in hand by the time oF appointment and will 
complement the program’S exiSting reSearch 
StrengthS and courSe oFFeringS.

we invite candidateS whoSe principal area oF 
reSearch and ScholarShip iS in native american 
StudieS. For the complete Job deScription, 
pleaSe click the link above to go directly to the 
Job poSting at academickeyS.com.
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future recruits?
 If you are focusing on the anthropology 

of Native Americans but do not have an out-
side minor yet, I would advise you to con-
sider the NAIS minor.

Thanks for your time, Tony.

The image on page 2 was created by Fileve Palmer using images fron

the Wannamaker Collection part of the Mathers Museum collection


