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 Spring 2009 

Student members of The Virtù Project 
finished their first year in operation with a 
check presented to the founder of The 
Timmy Foundation, Dr. Chuck Dietzen on 
Thursday, April 9th.  Virtù is an initiative 
started by LAMP students to raise money 
for The Timmy Foundation, a not-for-profit 
global health organization.  Students 
worked last year to garner pledges, invest 
the pledges in a mock stock portfolio, plan 
the annual Virtù Gala, and produce 
investment reports.  Unfortunately, the 
portfolio did not yield a return in the first 
year, so donors were not contractually 
obligated to make a contribution.  
However, many donors still chose to 
support the cause by donating voluntarily.  

Members of The Virtù Project were proud 
to present a check in the amount of $7,710 
to Timmy Foundation representatives. 
Given students’ continued efforts to bring 
in pledges for this year, LAMP is hopeful 
that the dollar amount on the check will be 
even larger in the years to come.
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LAMPers Help Local Youth Reach the 
Pinnacle of Their Educa:on

This spring has brought  a new opportunity for 
LAMP students to get  involved in the 
Bloomington community.  The Student Advisory 
Board has recruited nine LAMP student volunteers 
to tutor students at  the Pinnacle School in 
Bloomington, a not-for-profit  K-12 school for 
individuals with information processing disorders 
such as dyslexia or dysgraphia.  Volunteers 
interact with students one-on-one during 
“homework help,” an after school session where 
LAMPers tutor students in subjects ranging from 
reading to math.  This project  is planned to 
continue through the Fall of 2009 and subsequent 

semesters, so be on the lookout  next semester if 
you are interested in helping with this worthy 
cause.

Christen Gallagher in D.C.
Christen is a junior majoring in 
International Studies
There’s something about walking by 
the Capitol Dome every day that is 
just  thrilling. Professor Madison tells 
every LAMP student they have to get 
out of this country, which I certainly 
recommend. However, if you get the 
chance, spend some time in our 
nation’s capital, too. It  certainly is a 
world apart from Bloomington. This 
s e m e s t e r, I a m i n t e r n i n g i n 
Washington, DC through the School 
of Public and Environmental Affairs 
(SPEA) Washington Leadership 
Program. Every semester, SPEA sets 
up around 30 IU students with 
internships in federal agencies and 
non-governmental groups. Internships 
are also available on Capitol Hill with 
members of Congress.

This semester has been an especially 
exciting time to be in DC. Watching 
P r e s i d e n t B a r a c k O b a m a ’ s 
inauguration was just the start. Since 
then, DC has been caught  up in a 
whir lwind of ac t iv i ty as the 
administration works to address our 

nation’s issues. By interning for the 
Council on Competitiveness, a non-
profit think tank composed of CEOs, 
university presidents, and labor 
leaders, I have been able to explore 
the public, private, and governmental 
sectors and see how they interact  with 
one another.

Austin Piech in D.C.
Austin is a sophomore majoring in 
Economics and Political Science
Working on Capitol Hill is to let 
brush with celebrity become an 
everyday fact of your life. Every day, 
luminaries from all parts of our 
country assemble under the Capitol 

Dome to talk about the future of our 
nation and overcome a sea of 
complicated agendas while I, a lowly 
intern, fetch their coffee. Being an 
intern means that walking down these 
hallways, you’re likely to see John 
McCain, Harry Reid, or Nancy Pelosi 
without  a security detail and without 
a legion of press taking pictures 
behind them. The other day, Dennis 
Kucinich (a democrat ic Ohio 
congressman) stood in front  of me in 
the cafeteria. It’s strange; this city is 
Hollywood for ugly people, as the old 
maxim goes. But  being an intern here 
also means being expected to perform 
grueling, joyless, soul-sucking chores 
that no one else is willing to do. Then 
again , what in ternship i sn’t? 
H o p e f u l l y, t h e c o n t a c t s a n d 
connections I make out  here will be 
enough to get my foot  in the door for 
future opportunities. 

For more information on the 
Washington Leadership Program visit  
http://www.indiana.edu/~speaweb/
careers/wlp.php

LAMPers take on Washington

Christen and Austin pause for a photo in 
front of the Capital Building while 
interning in Washington D.C. this spring.

The Pinnacle School is an independent non-profit school 
featuring services for students in grades 1 to 12 with 
dyslexia and similar learning differences.
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In the spring of 2008, sophomore Ka5e Lily opened a "This  
week in LAMP" email which would transform her summer 
and life thereaCer.  LAMP had announced the new David 
and Cheryl Morley Scholarship, awarded to a LAMP 
student working in a summer internship at a not‐for‐profit 
organiza5on that impacts the understanding or mi5ga5on 
of poverty. When Lily read the descrip5on of the 
scholarship, she realized that it would fit her internship in 
the Dominican Republic perfectly. 

Lily traveled to the Dominican Republic with the Timmy 
Founda5on, a U.S.‐based non‐profit organiza5on that 
works to provide sustainable access to health care in the 
developing countries. She was in charge of the medical 
ministry in a Hai5an refugee village. Her range of du5es 
included monitoring the progress of mothers and their 
newborns in a mother and baby clinic, educa5ng the 
mothers about early childcare, visi5ng an orphanage for 
disabled children, and shadowing a Hai5an doctor who 
saw pa5ents for free. In addi5on, Lily referred and 
transported people to local hospitals, wrapped wounds, 
and administered medica5on to HIV/AIDS or tuberculosis 
pa5ents. In her spare 5me, she would assist families in 
their homes, helping to cook, clean, wash clothes in the 
river, and give children baths. 

Despite all that she accomplished, Lily said that the most 
challenging part of her internship was not being able to do 
enough.  “When you're surrounded by such extreme 

poverty and by people you've really come to love, you 
want to do absolutely everything you can for them to 
make their lives easier, but some5mes, there's only so 
much you can do.  I had a hard 5me coming to terms with 
that.”

Reflec5ng on her experience, Lily noted that the most 
rewarding aspect of her internship was the rela5onships 
she formed with people in the village. “They welcomed 
me into their homes, allowed me to take care of their 
children, and I truly felt that when I leC the village to go 
back to the US, I was leaving my family.  I've been back to 
the village since my internship, and wondering when the 
next 5me I will get to see them is always on my mind.” 

The internship also made her reconsider her future 
aspira5ons. ”My goal has always been to go to medical 
school and become a doctor. That goal has not changed, 
but this internship has definitely shiCed my focus.  
Knowing that there are people in the world, even in our 
own country, who can't get access to healthcare when 
they need it, is not right, and because of my experiences 
from this internship, I know I want to be a doctor who has 
a part in changing that inequity.”

Thanks to the generosity of David Morley, a loyal IU alum 
who is ac5vely involved in doing good in his community of 
St. Louis, Ka5e Lily, as well as future LAMPers, have the 
opportunity to influence other lives while having their 
own lives simultaneously transformed.  

“When you truly want to help people and are willing to 
spend your 5me and energy for them, it can some5mes 
be a burden to have to finance such an experience. Had I 
not applied and received the award, I know I would not 
have had the same experience, and I definitely would not 
have been able to go back to the village.”

David and Cheryl Morley Scholarship Put to Good Use
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