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The latest news from the world of Indiana University athletics

RR odger Saffold hasn’t changed much over the
years. Oh, he’s bigger now than he was when he
first became a starter at offensive left tackle dur-

ing the 2006 season. Back then, the true freshman was
listed at 6-5, 275 pounds, but the coaching staff trusted
him enough to elevate him for the Wisconsin game in
Week Five, the same week late-head coach Terry
Hoeppner returned from brain surgery to take on the
Badgers. Saffold was one of Hep’s famous “Seven
Blocks of Limestone” recruits and when he was joined
by fellow “block” OG Pete Saxon three weeks later vs.
Iowa, the Hoosiers believed they had found their
anchors on the left side of the line.

A lot has happened since then. IU missed going to a
bowl that season after losing to Purdue in the final
game of the year, and Coach Hep passed away the fol-
lowing June. Then came Indiana’s roller-coaster 2007
campaign that saw the Hoosiers pick up their all-impor-
tant sixth win, only to need a seventh victory to secure a
bowl bid. IU did just that thanks to a field goal vs.
Purdue, and Saffold got a chance to play in the Insight
Bowl on New Year’s Eve. The 2008 campaign was a
nightmare, and the 2009 season has been heartbreak-
ing on a number of different Saturdays.

Through it all, Saffold has remained the same. He’s
an intense, physical player on the field but when he
steps off the gridiron, it isn’t long before his infectious
smile cracks his face and, in turn, does the same to his
teammates. Saffold recognizes his last four years,
despite the hardships, have been blessed, and he’s
proud of what he has accomplished since that day in
2006 when he stepped on the field as a starter for the
first time.

In the days leading up to his final game vs. Purdue,
Inside Indiana pulled the now 6-5, 318-pound senior
aside to talk to him about his college career, what his
legacy will be with the team and how he has grown
playing with Pete Saxon over the years.

Inside Indiana: Have you given much thought to the fact
your college career is coming to an end?
Rodger Saffold: Oh, yeah. I mean, I would be dumb if I
didn’t think about something like that. It’s really big.
When you’re going into your senior year, you just want
to lead by example and make sure that you continue to
lead the rest of the team on the right path so that when
they go into their next season, you’ll enjoy coming back
and seeing how they progressed. I think we’ve done a
good job with leadership. Yeah, we’ve had some tough
games this year, really tough. But all-in-all, as long as
we do what we can and (my teammates) can see our
success, I think that’s going to prepare them for the
future. Not only do I want to do well for my own benefit,
I want to do it for my team, so they can continue off
that and feed off that energy for the next season. It’s
just big to me. You always want to come back to your
school and have bragging rights. I’m really looking for-
ward to seeing how they’re going to do in the future.

II: Have the past four years gone by fast or has it
seemed like a long time?
RS: We’ve definitely been through a lot. It’s real emo-
tional when you think about your last games, but it has
been pretty fast. You don’t think so, especially when
you’re working day in and day out and it’s fall and
spring and summer and winter, but you’ve just got to
keep taking it one day at a time. Then, suddenly, it’s all
gone.

II: How has the relationship between you and Pete
Saxon changed over the years?
RS: I’m telling you, Pete and I couldn’t have been more
different when we started playing together, and it was
hard. But we learned to play together as freshmen, and
we just grew off that. Now, he’s one of my best friends.
It all changes when you get put into battle with some-

body else, especially when you have somebody who you
work closely with. We talk about how we’re going to pull
the other guys along and help them rise to the chal-
lenge. It’s really good that Pete and I have been able to
take this long drive together because nobody wants to
take it by themselves. Even Mike Reiter, he’s a fifth-year
senior, but we love bringing him along, too. We include
him in everything. He’s in our leadership council and all
of that. It’s good to have him around, too.

II: Have you taken the time to look at how the original
‘Seven Blocks of Limestone’ have been whittled down
over the years?

RS: It’s amazing when you think about how everything
can just change with the blink of an eye. It started off
with Coach Hep’s death, and it continued to change
from then on. I believe that once you’re considered part
of the ‘Seven Blocks of Limestone,’ that’s what you are.
There’s nothing else. Nobody is going to tell me 30
years down the road that the other guys (who are no
longer a part of the offensive line) weren’t one of those
blocks. Yes, they were. Jerrod (Smith) may be on
defense, but he’s still a block of limestone. I don’t care.
Maybe we’re different now. Maybe we’ve been through
a whole bunch of things over these four years. But when
you take limestone and you apply heat and pressure,
what do you get? You get marble. Maybe that’s what we
are now — the ‘Seven Blocks of Marble.’

II: Do you look back on your days when you started as a
freshman and think to yourself, ‘How did I ever pull that
off?’

RS: Ohhh, sometimes. Sometimes I’ll look back and
think to myself, ‘Wow! I really was that skinny.’ I’ll go
back and look at tape from then when we’re shown
from behind, and I’m smaller than everybody on the
line. Now, here I am, I’m 315 pounds. It all changes. I’ve
probably gained between 40 and 60 pounds over the
course of the seasons. It’s crazy.

II: What’s your favorite memory of your four years at IU?

RS: When we won here against Purdue, that was defi-
nitely a huge moment. I was on the field (for Austin
Starr’s game-winning kick). I still remember where we
were for the kick. I was blocking, praying that he got the
kick to go between the goal posts. Just looking back at
that, I turned around and saw everybody screaming,
and I had a chance to step back and watch everybody
just rush. That’s something that you have to take in. I
want the younger players and people who weren’t with
us for the bowl game to experience the same thing.

II: If you don’t get a chance to play at the next level,
have you thought about what you hope to do as a
career?
RS: I’m going to graduate with a degree in manage-
ment, so the sky is the limit. It doesn’t matter what hap-
pens. I’m going to do whatever I need to do to get
myself ready for the real world. That’s all that you can
do.

II: How did you make Indiana football better in the time
that you were here?
RS: I know James Brewer has been telling everybody
that he’s the best singer, but that’s not true. I’m a better
singer. I appreciate him telling everybody that I’m the
best dancer, which is true. I’m very multi-talented. But
I’m just an average Joe who is going around trying to
make everybody smile. Hey, Payton! (Saffold yells over
to senior RB Bryan Payton, who is walking by). Hey,
come here. Hurry up. Hurry up, Payton! (Saffold throws
his arm around a beaming Payton) See this? He’s smil-
ing right now. It doesn’t matter who I call over here. I’ll
call Ben Chappell over here, and he’ll be grinning just
like this. That’s what I do. I bring the comic relief. That’s
all it is. I love my teammates. I appreciate that they say,
‘Oh, we’re going to miss you. We’re going to miss your
songs.’ I used to make up songs about camp, and it’s
just something that you’re going to miss, but it’s some-
thing I hope I never really leave. I’m always going to be
a part of this place and if I helped improve the atmos-
phere around here, then I’ve helped. I’ll just keep
looking on toward the future.
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Rodger SaffoldRodger Saffold

Chip off the block
Senior Rodger Saffold has been a mainstay on IU’s offensive line for years, and he
believes he is leaving Indiana’s football program in better shape than he found it
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Where are theWhere are the
Hoosiers?Hoosiers?

Indiana’s fall athletic schedule is in full swing, and the
Hoosiers are traveling across the country to carry on the

glory of old IU. Take a look at the map below to see if the
Hoosiers are going to be visiting your state and check the
schedules at the bottom of the page for information about
when Hoosier athletic teams might be visiting your area.

Men’s December athleticsMen’s December athletics Women’s December athleticsWomen’s December athletics
Basketball

Dec. 1 — Maryland
Dec. 8 — vs. Pittsburgh;

at Madison Square
Garden, New York, N.Y.

Dec. 12 — Kentucky
Dec. 19 — UNC-Central
Dec. 22 — Loyola (Md.)

Dec. 28 — Bryant
Dec. 31 — Michigan

Swimming &
Diving

Dec. 3-5 — U.S. Short
Course Nationals;

Federal Way, Wash.
Dec. 4-6 — at OSU Diving
International; Columbus,

Ohio
Dec. 5 — at Kentucky

(swimming) 

Wrestling
Dec. 4-5 — at Cliff Keen
Las Vegas Invitational;

Las Vegas, Nev.
Dec. 12 — at F.I.T.E.

Duals; Oak Lawn, Ill. (vs.
Eastern Michigan; vs.

SIU-Edwardsville)
Dec. 29-30 — at

Southern Scuffle;
Greensboro, N.C.

Dates subject to
change

Basketball

Dec. 8 — vs. Florida St.

Dec. 6 — at Michigan St.

Dec. 9 — Tennessee-

Martin

Dec. 13 — at Saint

Louis

Dec. 19 — at

Cleveland St.

Dec. 22 — Toledo

Dec. 31 — at Purdue

Swimming &
Diving

Dec. 3-5 — U.S. Short
Course Nationals;

Federal Way, Wash.
Dec. 4-6 — at OSU

Diving International;
Columbus, Ohio

Dec. 5 — at Kentucky
(swimming) 

Dates subject to
change
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Visit us on the web at www.HoosierShop.com
To get the best in-depthTo get the best in-depth
information on Indianainformation on Indiana

University athletics,University athletics,
subscribe to subscribe to InsideInside

IndianaIndiana today!today!

Call 800-282-4648 todayCall 800-282-4648 today
to get 28 big issues,to get 28 big issues,

including our football andincluding our football and
basketball spectaculars,basketball spectaculars,

for just $49.95! for just $49.95! 

Use coupon code IUALUM5 to get $5 off a
one-year subscription or merchandise

at www.HoosierShop.com!
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