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Notes from the chair

Eventful year for department, more to come

D espite the challenging fiscal 
climate, the IU Department of 
History fared relatively well dur-

ing the 2008–2009 academic year. With 55 
faculty members, approximately 150 gradu-
ate students, and 400 undergraduate majors, 
the department remains one of the healthi-
est and most reputable history programs in 
the country. However, we, like many other 
units, have been affected by the economic 
downturn, which will likely have a bearing 
upon our resources and activities for at least 
the near term. 

In any event, the Department of His-
tory continues to be one of the university’s 
strongest programs, with U.S. News & 
World Report recently ranking it as 22nd in 
the nation (ninth among public universi-
ties).

Much of our programmatic strength and 
intellectual cachet is embedded in the schol-
arship, teaching, and renowned erudition of 
our faculty. 

The History Learning Project, led by 
Professors Arlene Diaz, David Pace, and 
Leah Shopkow, continues to showcase 
the department as a serious player in the 
movement to improve pedagogy and the 
educational experience in the classroom. 
This project has brought global attention 
to IU, dramatized most recently in an on-
campus, international conference devoted 
to the scholarship on teaching and learning. 
In addition to our rising profile in the realm 
of instruction, several professors published 
first-rate monographs over the past year, 
continuing our long tradition as a purveyor 
of quality historical works. With IU History 
professors authoring 10 books, 2008–2009 
was a banner year for such publications. 

In addition to an extraordinary season of 
book publications, history professors have 
again proven themselves to be vital to the 

intellectual leadership and administrative 
operations of the university. 

Illustratively, Maria Bucur completed 
a successful year as interim chair of the 
Department of Gender Studies before suc-
ceeding David Ransel as the director of the 
venerable Russian and East European Insti-
tute. Jeffrey Veidlinger was elevated to the 
directorship of the Jewish Studies Program, 
to be assisted by Matthias Lehmann who 
serves in the capacity of associate director. 
Arlene Diaz continues to provide vision and 
direction for the Latino Studies; Jim Madi-
son admirably does the same as the head of 
the Liberal Arts Management Program. 

During 2008, Michael Grossberg was 
appointed to build a new undergraduate 
certificate program in “Political and Civic 

Engagement,” and John Bodnar continued 
his creative stewardship of the interdisciplin-
ary Institute for Advanced Studies. Fur-
thermore, Ed Watts was appointed director 
of the Ancient Studies Program, and Dror 
Wahrman remains the head of the 18th-
Century Studies Program. And very fortu-
nately, the campus is still benefiting from 
Ellen Dwyer’s fine leadership of the Collins 
Living-Learning Center. 

During the 2008-09 academic year, the 
department experienced only one departure 
— the retirement of senior Chinese histo-
rian, Lynn Struve. We’ve otherwise been 
quite successful in retaining a world-class 
roster of professors. 

Two new professors joined us this aca-
demic year. Pedro Machado is an assistant 
professor hired during our recent search 

for a historian of world history. He special-
izes in Indian Ocean history, with particular 
interests in merchant networks, cultural 
exchanges, and slavery. The department also 
hired Krista Maglen, an assistant professor 
whose appointment will begin in January 
2010. Maglen is a specialist in the history 
of medicine, immigration, and quarantines. 
Her work also brings to bear expertise in 
maritime and Oceania history that will 
further bolster our growing field in world 
history. Beyond these tenure-track hires, the 
department welcomed two adjunct profes-
sors: Chris Atwood, a specialist in Mongo-
lian history and the chair of the Department 
of Central Eurasian Studies, and Kevin 
Martin, a member of the Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures who 

studies the modern Middle East.
During the present academic year, the 

Department of History has begun assess-
ing, consolidating, and deploying its various 
assets in efforts to strengthen its position in 
both IU and the larger profession. 

The department is preparing for an 
external review, with a site visit scheduled for 
February 2010. This assessment — peri-
odically required of all departments in the 
College of Arts & Sciences — should both 
affirm the high quality of our program as 
well as provide useful feedback regarding 
areas that might benefit from further atten-
tion. As part of this process, the department 
is conducting a self-study to identify the 
changes that have occurred in the program 
since the last external review in 2000.  

U.S. News & World Report recently ranked the IU Department of 
History as 22nd in the nation (ninth among public universities).

(continued on page 7)
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Judith Allen. The Feminism of 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman: Sexualities, 
Histories, Progressivism. University of 
Chicago Press, 2009.

Maria Bucur-Deckard. Heroes 
and Victims: Remembering War in 
Twentieth-Century Romania. Indiana 
University Press, 2009.

Konstantin Dierks. In My Power: 
Letter Writing and Communications in 
Early America. University of Pennsyl-
vania Press, 2009.

Jeff Gould. To Rise in Darkness: Revo-
lution, Repression, and Memory in El 
Salvador, 1920–1932. Duke University 
Press, 2008.

Sarah Knott. Sensibility and the 
American Revolution. University of 
North Carolina Press, 2008.

Marissa Moorman. Intonations: A 
Social History of Music and Nation in 
Luanda, Angola, from 1945 to Recent 
Times. Ohio University Press, 2008.

Klaus Muehlhan. Criminal Justice in 
China: A History. Harvard University 
Press, 2009.

Scott O’Bryan. The Growth Idea: Pur-
pose and Prosperity in Postwar Japan. 
University of Hawaii Press, 2009.

David Ransel. A Russian Merchant’s 
Tale: The Life and Adventures of Ivan 
Alekseevich Tolchënov, Based on His Di-
ary. Indiana University Press, 2008.

Jeff Veidlinger. Jewish Public Culture 
in the Late Russian Empire. Indiana 
University Press, 2009.

Watts, Field take on leadership positions
Ed Watts, a specialist in Roman and late antique 
history, became the department’s director of 
graduate studies in July 2009. Professor Watts is 
responsible for graduate recruitment, admissions, 
academic appointments, and curricular develop-
ment, as well as providing guidance to the depart-
ment’s Graduate Affairs Committee. He succeeds 
Wendy Gamber, who served in this capacity for 
two years.

Arthur Field, a Renaissance scholar, was  
appointed director of the Honors Program, beginning Fall 2009. Professor Field’s 
portfolio includes teaching the undergraduate honors seminar, supervising honors  
theses, and serving as liaison between the department and the Honors College.  
He succeeds Professor Leah Shopkow in this position.

Department regrets 
loss of dear friends

IU History faculty books (2008–09)

Mary Hiatt Crawford  
Carmony, 1907–2009
The department regretfully observes the 
passing of Mary Hiatt Crawford Carmony, 
wife of late IU History Professor Donald 
Carmony (1910–2005). Mrs. Carmony 
was born in Jay County, Ind., and was the 
daughter of Luther E. and Elnora Shultz 
Hiatt. She was a teacher for many years 
and later served as a writer and editor of 
publications at the Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. She married 
Donald, her second husband, in 1993, and 
the couple settled in Bloomington. Mrs. 
Carmony is survived by several relatives. 
The Department of History is honored to 
co-sponsor the Carmony Chair, presently 
held by Professor Eric Sandweiss.

Loraine Mooney, 1915–2007
We gratefully recognize the life and con-
tributions of Loraine Mooney, a former 
Indiana University librarian, editor of 
the Indiana Magazine of History, and 
staff member of Indiana University Press. 
Mooney was also the spouse of the late Dr. 
Chase Mooney (1912–1973), a former 
professor and chair of the IU Department 
of History. Mrs. Mooney is survived by 
several relatives, including her daughter 
Barbarah Underwood and her niece Winn 
Loraine Kalmon, both of Taos, N.M. The 
Department of History is especially proud 
to annually award the Chase C. Mooney 
Scholarship, established by the family to 
recognize outstanding undergraduate 
students preparing for careers in secondary 
teaching. 

Robert Quirk, 1918–2009
The department mourns the passing of 
Professor Robert Quirk, an emeritus pro-
fessor of history. Professor Quirk came to 
Indiana University in 1950 and remained 
a prominent member of the faculty until 
his retirement in 1983. He specialized in 
Latin American history and was the author 
of several important books, including Fidel 
Castro and When You Come Home: A 
Wartime Courtship in Letters, 1941-1945. 
He is survived by his wife, Marianne, and 
their children, Anne Chaffee and Tom 
Quirk.

WattsField

Anderson delivers McNutt  
Lecture on human rights struggle

In Spring 2009, the annual Paul V. McNutt Lecture was 
given by Carol Anderson, associate professor of African 
American Studies at Emory University. Anderson is author of 
the prize-winning book, Eyes Off the Prize: The United Na-
tions and the African American Struggle for Human Rights, 
1944–1955. She is a past recipient of awards from the Ameri-
can Council of Learned Societies, the National Humanities 
Council, the Ford Foundation, and Harvard University. Her 
well-attended talk was titled “Allies of a Kind: India and the 
NAACP’s Alliance to end Racial Oppression in and from 
South Africa, 1946–1951.”Anderson
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sion — they were the theater’s 
only patrons.

Russell L. Bufkins, BA’47, 
MA’51, retired from the U.S. 
Navy in 1966 while serving 
as an officer-in-charge in New 
York City. He then served as 
national PR director for the 
Boy Scouts of America, a posi-
tion from which he retired in 
1982. He also worked for the 
Denton (Texas) Tennis Associa-
tion for 22 years and was a PR 
volunteer for the University of 
North Texas Opera for 20 years. 
Bufkins lives in Denton.

Kenneth R. Walker, MA’50, 
PhD’52, is a professor of history 
emeritus having taught for 40 
years at Arkansas Tech Univer-
sity. He is also a retired U.S. 
Air Force colonel who taught 
for three years at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. He writes, “I 
have counseled candidates for 
the U.S. Air Force Academy for 
48 years and continue to do so. 
I have published four books and 
hundreds of articles and columns 
relating to history and political 
science as well as to the basic 
institutions of society.” Col. 
Walker lives in Russellville, Ark.

Nevin W. Raber, MA’52, 
who received master’s degrees in 
both library science and history 
from IU in the same academic 

year, is a librarian emeritus and 
assistant professor emeritus with 
the IU Bloomington Libraries. 
He writes, “I am now 90 years 
old. [My wife] Dorothy (Lock-
man), ’43, and I have been liv-
ing at Meadowood [retirement 
community in Bloomington, 
Ind.] for the last seven years, 
and we enjoy it very much. Our 
son, Nevin D., BA’71, MA’76, 
PhD’92, is the director of the 
Ferndale (Mich.) Public Library, 
and our daughter, Ann Raber 
Dobbs, BA’75, MLS’76, is a 
reference librarian in the Ames 
(Iowa) Public Library.”

In June 2008, University of 
Missouri Press published Feast 
or Famine: Food and Drink in 
American Westward Expan-
sion, by Reginald Horsman, 
PhD’58. The book describes 
how new developments in 
agriculture and transporta-
tion — along with a seemingly 
inexhaustible supply of wildlife 
and an abundance of vegetation 
— meant that early settlers in 
the American West were able to 
obtain food beyond the dreams 
of ordinary Europeans. A dis-
tinguished professor of history 
emeritus at the University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee, Horsman 
is the author of eleven other 
books. He lives in Milwaukee.

1960s
Donald E. Davis, MA’63, 
PhD’69, is the co-author of Dis-
torted Mirrors: Americans and 
Their Relations with Russia and 
China in the Twentieth Century, 
published by the University of 
Missouri Press in June. He is a 
professor of history at Illinois 
State University in Normal, Ill., 
where he lives.

Jerome K. Laurent, MA’63, 
PhD’73, retired after 41 years in 
the economics department at the 
University of Wisconsin–White-
water. He was the recipient of 
the 2005 University of Wiscon-
sin–Eau Clare Alumni Associa-
tion President’s Award, which 
recognizes outstanding profes-
sional or personal achievements 
or service in education. Laurent 
lives in Whitewater.

On July 1, 2008, Stephen 
C. Moberly, BA’63, LLB’66, 
became national chairman of 
the IU Alumni Association for 
a one-year term. He and his 
wife, Sandy (Schultz), BS’63, 
are retired and enjoy living in 
Bloomington, Ind.

Melvin A. Goodman, 
MA’64, PhD’72, writes that he 
is entering his 10th year as an 
adjunct professor of government 

Before 1960
Ralph W. Bentle, BA’36, joined 
more than 100 family members 
to celebrate the 99th Bentle 
family reunion at Kincaid Lake 
State Park in Falmouth, Ky., 
in August. He writes, “I often 
wonder how many of us ’36 
grads are keeping in touch with 
the university. I enjoy [reading] 
the Indiana Alumni Magazine.” 
Bentle, a retired architectural 
observer for Indianapolis-based 
Odle McGuire Shook Corp., 
lives in Birmingham, Ala.

A glass bead plucked from 
a hanging chandelier inside a 
Bloomington, Ind., movie the-
ater ensured that a couple’s first 
date would be an unforgettable 
one. Seventy years ago in Sep-
tember, Richard Vollrath, BS’42, 
and his wife, JoAnne “Jody” 
(Pierpoint), BA’42, met on 
a blind date while both were 
students on the IU Blooming-
ton campus. He took her to see 
George Cukor’s 1939 film, The 
Women, at a local movie theater, 
but when they arrived it was 
standing room only. As the cou-
ple leaned uncomfortably against 
a wall to watch the film, Vollrath 
reached up and removed a clear 
glass ball from a decorative light 
fixture and handed it to his date. 
The couple married three years 
later and Jody Vollrath still keeps 
the glass bead in her jewelry 
box, a symbol of their first date 
and a token of their abiding 
love. In 2005, the couple’s 
children, Judy Neiberg and Tom 
Vollrath — along with Tom’s 
wife, Cheryl — “re-enacted” the 
first date at the Indiana Theatre. 
In place of the original movie 
title, the theater’s marquee read: 
“The Couple Starring Jody 
Pierpoint and Richard Vollrath.” 
The Vollraths watched selections 
from the original version of The 
Women and some home movies 
while eating popcorn. Ironically, 
this time the couple did not 
have to stand throughout the 
entire program. Along with their 
children — who had hired the 
theater especially for the occa-
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at Johns Hopkins University. 
He is also a senior fellow at the 
Center for International Policy 
in Washington, D.C. Goodman 
lives in Bethesda, Md.

James C. Juhnke, MA’65, 
PhD’68, is a professor emeritus 
at Bethel College in North New-
ton, Kan. He writes, “I arranged 
an international museum exhibi-
tion which was a collaboration 
between Kauffman Museum and 
Bethel College and the Ichan 
Kala Museum in Khiva, Uzbeki-
stan. The exhibit focused on a 
German Mennonite settlement 
near Khiva from 1884 to 1935.” 
Juhnke lives in Wichita, Kan.

In December 2008, then 
President-elect Barack Obama 
announced that Robert M. 
Gates, MA’66, would remain 
as secretary of defense in his 
administration. Gates originally 
accepted the nomination for 
the position in November 2006 
from President George W. Bush. 
Prior to his appointment, Gates 
served 26 years in the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the 
National Security Council. He 
also served as director of Central 
Intelligence under President 
George H.W. Bush from 1991 
to 1993. After leaving the CIA, 
Gates became president of 
Texas A&M University and was 
a member of several corporate 
boards.

Errol W. Stevens, BA’66, 
MA’70, PhD’78, has retired 
as head of the Department of 
Archives and Special Collec-
tions at the Charles Von der Ahe 
Library of Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles. Now 
writing full time, his most recent 
work is Radical L.A.: From 
Coxey’s Army to the Watts Riots, 
1894–1965, published by the 
University of Oklahoma Press. 
Stevens’ wife, Ellen (Tamaki), 
MS’73, is a teacher at Schurr 
High School in Montebello, Ca-
lif. She plans to retire at the end 
of the school year. The couple 
lives in Rosemead, Calif.

Joseph A. Laker, MA’67, 
PhD’75, writes, “Both my wife 
and I retired from full-time 
teaching in May 2008 but I 
continue teaching occasional 

courses [at Wheeling (W.Va.) 
Jesuit University] and serve on 
the board of the West Virginia 
Humanities Council. [I also] 
continue to do research on 
modern Japanese history.” Laker 
lives in Wheeling.

Marshall E. Kelley, MA’68, 
is a principal in the health policy 
firm, Health Management Asso-
ciates, in Tallahassee, Fla., where 
he lives.

Donna J. Guy, MA’69, 
PhD’73, is the author of Women 
Build the Welfare State: Per-
forming Charity and Creating 
Rights in Argentina, 1880-1955, 
published by Duke University 
Press in April 2009. She lives in 
Columbus, Ohio.

Mark F. King, BA’69, writes, 
“I recently retired from Smart 
Balance Inc., and I am enjoying 
relaxing and playing trombone 
with the Talk of the Town Big 
Band in the western suburbs of 
Chicago.” He lives in Mont-
gomery, Ill.

Robert F. Ober Jr., MA’69, 
is the author of Tchaikovsky 19: 
A Diplomatic Life Behind the 
Iron Curtain. Of the book, he 
writes, “[It is] my memoir about 

life at American embassies dur-
ing the Cold War—including the 
10 years my family and I spent 
in Warsaw and Moscow. [The 
book] contains a vignette about 
the [IU] history department 
(whose Dr. Barbara Jelavich 
oversaw my pursuit of a master’s 
degree) as well as the pro-
nounced anti-war atmosphere in 
Bloomington during 1968-69.” 
During a 26-year diplomatic 
career, Ober focused on Com-
munist affairs. In addition to 
Moscow and Warsaw, he also 
served in Athens, Delhi, Ham-
burg, and Washington and was 
a Senior Fellow at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. He lives in 
Sharon, Conn.

1970s
James E. Nickels Jr., BA’70, 
MS’74, is retired and recently 

moved from South Bend to 
Terre Haute.

Richard T. Kuhn, BA’72, is 
a principal for Efficient Energy 
Technologies in Mount Vernon, 
Ind., where he lives. He is 
certified by the Green Building 
Council as a leader in energy and 
environmental design accredited 
professional and as a certified 
green professional by the 
National Association of Home 
Builders.

Sarah “Sally” Bruner Par-
sons, BA’72, a speech therapist 
at Southwestern Elementary 
and Southwestern Junior-Senior 
High schools in Shelbyville, 
Ind., is one of 129 Hoosier 
educators who were awarded 
a 2009 Creativity Fellowship 
grant in March. The program is 
funded by the Lilly Endowment 
Inc. to allow schoolteachers 
and administrators to explore 
personal interests or career-
related subjects. Parsons will 
use the $8,000 grant toward 
travel and tuition expenses while 
updating her Russian language 
skills at Moscow State University 
this summer, and on a trip on 
the TransSiberian Railroad from 

Moscow to Irkutsk. Parsons lives 
in Greenfield, Ind.

Gene A. Coyle, BA’73, 
MA’74, is the author of No 
Game for Amateurs: The Search 
for a Japanese Mole on the Eve 
of WWII, published by Autho-
rHouse in 2009. Since retiring 
in 2006 after a 30-year career in 
the CIA, Coyle has served as an 
adjunct professor at IU Bloom-
ington, teaching courses for 
both the School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs and the 
College of Arts and Sciences. An 
I-Man in gymnastics, Coyle lives 
in Bloomington. 

In January, Kurt R. Kaboth, 
BA’73, JD/MBA’77, was  
appointed director of resource 
development for the National 
Council of Churches in New 
York City. He is responsible 
for church membership and 

program support, contributed 
support, planned giving, and 
foundation grants. Kaboth 
served for 25 years as general 
counsel for the YMCA Retire-
ment Fund and for three years as 
head of school for Eastern Chris-
tian School, in North Haledon, 
N.J. He and his wife, Katherine 
(Cunningham), BA’74, MA’79, 
who co-operates New Hori-
zons, a not-for-profit counseling 
center in Ridgewood, N.J., live 
in North Haledon.

After 30 years of law practice, 
Barbara Mendel Mayden, 
BA’73, has founded Young 
Mayden LLC, a legal search, 
consulting, and career-counsel-
ing company serving lawyers and 
legal firms nationwide. She lives 
and works in Nashville, Tenn.

John R. Flaningam, 
PhD’74, retired from the 
Defense Intelligence Agency 
in August 2004, having spent 
33 years as an analyst for the 
organization. Most of his time at 
the agency involved working on 
the Soviet/Russian intelligence 
services. Flaningam authored 
numerous publications, all of 
which are still classified. He lives 

in Williamsburg, Va.
Jeffrey R. Gunderson, 

BA’74, MLS’76, MA’79, is the 
librarian at the San Francisco 
Art Institute where he has been 
since 1981. He is the author of 
the title essay for The Moment 
of Seeing: Minor White at the 
California School of Fine Arts 
published by Chronicle Books of 
San Francisco in 2006. He lives 
in Greenbrae, Calif.

Michael R. Drompp, BA’75, 
MA’78, PhD’86, is vice presi-
dent for academic affairs and 
dean of the faculty at Rhodes 
College in Memphis, Tenn. He 
joined the faculty at Rhodes in 
1989 as an assistant professor of 
history after teaching at Illinois 
State University and serving as 
the director of the Pacific Rim/
Asia Study-Travel Program at 
the University of Puget Sound. 

In December 2008, then President-elect Barack Obama announced 

that Robert M. Gates, MA’66, would remain as secretary of defense. 

Gates gave IUB’s winter 2009 commencement address.
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Drompp was promoted to as-
sociate professor in 1993 and 
full professor in 2003 and has 
chaired both the Department of 
History and the Asian Studies 
Program at Rhodes College. He 
lives in Cordova, Tenn.

James M. Sack II, BA’75, 
MS’76, is president of Sack Co. 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., where he 
lives. He founded Germanfest, 
a sister city relationship between 
Fort Wayne and Gera, Germany, 
and the German Heritage So-
ciety in Fort Wayne. He writes, 
“I continue to stimulate interest 
in local German history and will 
speak in June at the Fort Wayne 
History Center on the repres-
sion of German culture in Fort 
Wayne during World War I.”

In September, James B. 
Smith, MA’75, was sworn 
in as U.S. Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Before retiring with the rank of 
brigadier general in 2002, Smith 
had a 28-year career in the U.S. 
Air Force. He trained as a fighter 
pilot and served around the 
world in a variety of operational 
assignments, flying combat mis-
sions during Operation Desert 
Storm. A distinguished graduate 
of the Naval War College, the 
Air Command and Staff College, 
and the National War College, 
Smith also served as Air Force 
Chairman and Professor of Mili-
tary Strategy at the National War 
College. Prior to his appoint-
ment as ambassador, he held a 
variety of executive positions 
with the Raytheon Company 
involving corporate strategic 
planning, aircraft manufactur-
ing, and international business 
development.

“After a four-year stay in 
Paris, I received my PhD in 
French literature in 1993 from 
the University of Wisconsin–
Madison,” writes, Lauren C. 
Pinzka, BA’76. She adds, “As 
a senior lecturer of French, I 
teach literature and culture at 
Yale University while raising 
two sons.” Pinzka lives in New 
Haven, Conn.

Roger B. Beck, MS’77, 
MA’79, PhD’87, is a distin-
guished professor of history at 

Eastern Illinois University. He 
is the author of World History: 
A Pattern of Interaction, a high-
school history text, and A His-
tory of World Societies, a college 
world history text. Beck has also 
published two other books and 
over 100 articles, chapters, and 
reviews. He was elected to a 
three-year term on the Uni-
versity of Evansville Board of 
Trustees in July 2009.

In August 2008 the Indiana 
Historical Society released Indi-
ana Political Heroes, written by 
Geoffrey D. Paddock, BA’77, 
MPA’88. The book explores the 
political lives of eight individu-
als who have forged Indiana’s 
political legacy. Paddock is 
the executive director of the 
Headwaters Flood Control and 
Park Project in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and is past president of the 
Fort Wayne Community Schools 
board of trustees. He lives in 
Fort Wayne.

Kathryn Stasny Cummins, 
BA’78, and her husband, Rob-
ert, BS’78, MS’81, MBA’88, 
recently relocated to Blooming-
ton, Ind., and have been enjoy-
ing the city and all it has to offer. 
Kathy has been a freelance book 
and journal manuscript editor 
for 15 years and has completed 
some 70 books for clients from 
Mississippi to Alaska, mostly 
on topics in anthropology. Bob 
recently retired as senior vice 
president of human resources 
for Robert Bosch LLC, and 
currently serves as a member-
at-large on the IUAA Executive 
Council.

Barbara Hatcher Gibler, 
MA’78, is an instructor of 
European and American history 
at Sinclair Community College 
in Mason, Ohio, where she has 
taught since 2008. She taught at 
Xavier University in Cincinnati 
from 2000 to 2003 and from 
2007 to 2008. Gibler lives in 
Mason.

Brad King, BA’78, is co-
director of the Indiana Election 
Division of the Office of the 
Indiana Secretary of State. He 
writes, “[In February], I was 
chosen to serve as one of nine 
members of the United States 
Election Assistance Commission 
Standards Board. The board is 
charged with assisting the EAC 
with the implementation of the 

federal Help America Vote Act, 
specifically with the development 
and implementation of stan-
dards for voting systems used in 
federal elections.” King lives and 
works in Indianapolis.

Donald M. Missey, BA’78, 
writes, “I am finally using my 
economics [and history] degree 
decades after receiving it and 
after an extensive career in man-
aging energy engineering and 
construction projects. It turns 
out that in my current position 
in the oil and gas industry, statis-
tical models are a critical tool in 
determining our specific course 
of action based on risk avoid-
ance.” Missey lives in Denver, 
Colo.

In 2008, CityScapes Books 
published Indianapolis Visions, 
with a foreword by Roland M. 
Dorson, BA’79, and his son, 
Benjamin, a journalism major at 
IU. The book is part of a series 
that profiles cities across Amer-
ica. Roland Dorson is president 
of the Greater Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce.

Andrew C. Fix, MA’79, 
PhD, 84, is the Charles A. Dana 
Professor of History at Lafay-
ette College in Easton, Pa. His 
special areas of interest include 
European intellectual history 
and the history of early modern 
Europe with an emphasis on 
the development of religion and 
philosophy in seventeenth-cen-
tury Holland. Fix is the author 
of several books, including 
Prophecy and Reason: The Dutch 
Collegiants in the Early Enlight-
enment (Princeton University 
Press, 1991) and Fallen Angels: 
Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief 
and Confessionalism in the Seven-
teenth-Century Dutch Republic 
(Kluwer Academic Publishers, 
1999). He and his wife, Lou 
(Brown), MM’81, MA’82, an 
artist and lecturer of organ and 
sacred music at Moravian Col-
lege in Bethlehem, Pa., live in 
Coopersburg, Pa.

1980s
Dan Sergesketter, MAT’81, is 
a machine operator for Mas-
terBrand Cabinets of Jasper, 
Ind. His wife, Sarah (Kuntz), 
MME’78, teaches private piano 
lessons and music-education 
methods to elementary-educa-

tion majors at Vincennes (Ind.) 
University’s Jasper campus. 

 Douglas J. Brooks, BA’84, 
is president of the International 
Peace Operations Association 
in Washington, D.C., where 
he lives. The IPOA is a not-
for-profit trade association 
committed to maintaining high 
standards of ethics, profes-
sionalism, and transparency in 
peacekeeping and post-conflict 
reconstruction activities. For 
more information about the 
organization, visit http://ip-
oaworld.org.

In November 2008, Jona-
than A. Grant, BA’86, MA’89, 
MA’90, was named the 2008 
Florida Professor of the Year by 
the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching. An 
associate professor of history at 
Florida State University in Tal-
lahassee, Grant is a specialist in 
the histories of Russia, Central 
Asia, the Ottoman Empire, the 
Balkans and World War I. He 
lives in Tallahassee.

The University of North 
Carolina Press recently pub-
lished a second edition of 
Creating Colonial Williamsburg: 
The Restoration of Virginia’s 
Eighteenth-Century Capital by 
Anders Greenspan, MA’88, 
PhD’92. The book examines 
the restoration and re-creation 
of the structures and gardens of 
Virginia’s colonial capital under-
taken by the Rockefeller family 
beginning in 1926. Greenspan 
is a visiting assistant professor of 
history at Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Kingsville. He lives in Corpus, 
Christi, Texas.

Clifford M. Lippard, BA’88, 
is an associate executive director 
of the Tennessee Advisory Com-
mission on Intergovernmental 
Relations, an organization of 
state and local government of-
ficials and private citizens that 
provides a forum for the discus-
sion and resolution of intergov-
ernmental problems. He writes, 
“I have begun work on a PhD at 
Tennessee State University, and 
I am teaching as an adjunct at 
Vanderbilt University. Lippard 
lives in Nashville, Tenn.

Thomas J. Cragin, MA’89, 
PhD’96, is an associate professor 
of history at Muhlenberg Col-



lege in Allentown, Pa. His book, 
Murder in Parisian Streets: 
Manufacturing Crime and 
Justice in the Popular Press, 1830-
1900, was published in 2006. 
Cragin has published several ar-
ticles on the cinema of Italy and 
France during World War II. He 
lives in Allentown, with his wife, 
Virginia A. Picchietti, MS’89, 
PhD’95, an associate professor 
of Italian at the University of 
Scranton, and daughter.

Four IU alumni have been 
selected to participate in the 
Wabash Pastoral Leader-
ship Program. The two-year 
program, based at Wabash 
College in Crawfordsville, Ind., 
is designed to help Indiana 
ministers develop the leadership 
skills necessary to take on greater 
roles in their communities. The 
four Indiana-based ministers are 
Kent A. Ellett, BA’89, pastor 
at the Speedway Church of 
Christ; Patricia Carver Efiom, 
BA’91, MS’95, senior pastor at 
the Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Blooming-
ton; Dennis E. Laffoon, BA’93, 
pastor of the Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
in New Albany; and Daniel J. 
Walker, BA’95, associate min-
ister at Meridian Street United 
Methodist Church in India-
napolis. Ellett and Walker live in 
Indianapolis; Efiom and Laffoon 
live in Bloomington.

1990s
Melina Maniatis Kennedy, 
BA’91, MS’95, JD’95, a partner 
for the law firm Baker & Dan-
iels, was one of 19 Influential 
Women chosen by the India-
napolis Business Journal in No-
vember 2008. The publication 
recognizes women who hold 
power and influence in their 
organizations, industries, and 
communities. Kennedy is an ac-
tive volunteer in the Indianapolis 
community and has spent many 
years in public service, serv-
ing as deputy mayor for Mayor 
Bart Peterson, and running for 
Marion County prosecutor. 
At Baker & Daniels, she is the 
group leader for the energy, 

environment and climate change 
practice and counsels clients in 
public finance and economic 
development matters. Kennedy 
lives in Indianapolis.

Candace D. Pryor, MA’91, 
is the chairwoman of the history 
department at the Hoboken 
(N.J.) Charter School and is an 
educational consultant for the 
Amistad Commission, a program 
of the New Jersey Department 
of State that develops lesson 
plans on black history and trains 
teachers. She married Mark 
Brown, a senior account execu-
tive with the Liberty Mutual 
Group, in East Orange, N.J., in 
August 2008.

Lori Brooks Szoke, BA’91, 
is a business-development 
supervisor in the Paramus, N.J., 
office of TranSystems Corp., a 
transportation-consulting firm 
based in Kansas City, Mo. In 
March she married Eric Szoke, a 
vice president for global wealth 
and investment management for 
Merrill Lynch. The couple lives 
in Morristown, N.J.

Randolph S. Voller, BA’91, 
is a real estate developer with 
Voller Realty and Construction 
in Pittsboro, N.C., where he 
lives. He has been twice elected 
mayor of the city.

Ross D. Silverman, BA’92, 
is professor and chairman of 
the Department of Medical 
Humanities at Southern Illinois 
University School of Medicine 
in Springfield, Ill. In December 
2008 he was re-elected chairman 
of the health law special primary 
interest group for the Ameri-
can Public Health Association. 
Silverman, who joined the SIU 
faculty in 1998, lives in Spring-
field.

Amy M. Steketee, BA’92, 
MS’95, JD’04, an attorney with 
the law firm Baker & Daniels, 
has been chosen to the Michiana 
Forty Under 40 Class of 2009. 
The award recognizes and hon-
ors 40 young professionals in the 
region under the age of 40 for 
their contributions and accom-
plishments in both the work-
place and community. Steketee 
focuses her legal practice in the 
areas of employment, labor, and 
school law. She lives in South 
Bend, Ind.

In August, the University 
of Connecticut announced the 
appointment of Jeffrey O.G. 
Ogbar, MA’93, PhD’97, as 
the new associate dean for the 
humanities in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. An 
associate professor of history, 
he joined the University of 
Connecticut in 1997. Ogbar’s 
research interests are 20th 
century U.S. history with a focus 
on African American history. 
He is the author of Black Power: 
Radical Politics and African 
American Identity and Hip-Hop 
Revolution: The Culture and 
Politics of Rap. Ogbar lives in 
Manchester, Conn.

Jeremy M. Rich, MA’94, 
PhD’02, is an associate professor 
of history at Middle Tennessee 

State University in Murfrees-
boro. His first book, A Work-
man is Worthy of His Meat: Food 
and Colonialism in the Gabon 
Estuary, was published in 2007 
by the University of Nebraska 
Press. Rich lives in Shelbyville, 
Tenn.

In July, Paul B. Matthews, 
BS’95, BA’97, was licensed as 
a certified public accountant 
in Texas. He is a senior man-
agement consultant for the 
Chicago-based public sector 
management-consulting firm 
Hagerty Consulting. Matthews 
lives in Austin, Texas, with his 
wife, Karizma.

Russell W. Pearlman, 
BAJ’95, MBA’00, is a senior 
markets editor for SmartMoney 

(continued from page 5)
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PhD dissertations completed, 2008–2009

Melissa Cakers, “Being Buryat: Soviet Modernization in 
Siberia”(Eklof) 

Donna Drucker, “Creating the Kinsey Reports: Intellectual and 
Methodological Influences on Alfred Kinsey’s Sex Research,  
1919–1953” (Allen) 

Christopher Ferguson, “Inventing the Modern City: Urban 
Culture and Ideas in Britain, 1780-1880” (Wahrman)

Richard Goodman, “The End of Domestic Slavery in Fes, 
Morocco” (Hanson) 

Racquel Henry, “The Colonization Movement in Indiana, 
1820-1864: A Struggle to Remove the African American” (Clegg)

Andrew Kahrl, “On The Beach: Race and Leisure in the Jim Crow 
South” (Clegg)

Natalia Milanesio, “Mass Consumption, Popular Material Culture, 
and Modernity in Peronist Argentina (1946-1955)” (James)

Johanna Moya-Fábregas, “The Reconfiguration of Gender 
Identities in the Cuban Revolution, 1953-1975” (Diaz)

Chad Parker, “Transports of Progress: The Arabian American Oil 
Company and American Modernization in Saudi Arabia, 1945-
1973” (Cullather)

Nathan Plageman,“Everybody Likes Saturday Night: A Social 
History of Popular Music and   Masculinities in Urban Gold Coast/
Ghana, c.1900-1970” (Hanson)

Jude Richter, “Rehabilitating Juvenile Criminals in Russia, 
1864-1917” (Eklof)

Cesar Seveso, “Violence, Mourning, and Memory: Political Rituals 
and Revolutionary Militancy in Argentina, 1955-1985” (James)

Kevin Switaj, “Power in Forgetting: Memory and the Slave Trade 
in Victorian Britain” (Wahrman)

Hugo Viera-Vargas, “De-Centering Identities: Popular Music and 
the (Un)Making of  Nation in Puerto Rico, 1898-1940” (Diaz)

Adrian Willett, “Our House Was Divided: Kentucky Women and 
the Civil War” (Stowe)

Cynthia Yaudes, “Working an Image:  Radical Labor Newspapers 
and the American Tabloid Press, 1919-1922” (Sandweiss)
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magazine. He writes, edits, and 
discusses the stock market on 
television. In 2009, Pearlman 
started the Fran and Donn 
Pearlman Scholarship to cel-
ebrate his parents’ 40th wedding 
anniversary. The award will be 
given annually to one student in 
the honors program of the IU 
School of Journalism. Pearlman 
lives in New York City and can 
be contacted at russellpearlman@
yahoo.com.

Marcy Flickinger Ball, 
BA’96, is the nursery director 
for Bridgepoint Church in Boise, 
Idaho. In the fall, her husband, 
Jeremy, BA’95, JD’98, received 
tenure and was promoted to 
associate professor of criminal 
justice at Boise State University. 
The couple has a 3-year-old son 
and the family lives in Boise.

Scott W. Rostock, BA’96, 
is a shareholder with the law 
firm Akerman Senterfitt in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. He specializes 
his practice in commercial litiga-
tion and real-estate litigation. 
Rostock lives with his wife, Jen-
nifer, and 1-year-old son, Jack, 
in Parkland, Fla.

Brad Warren, BA’96, 
MLS’99, was recently appointed 
head of access services at the 
Sterling Memorial Library at 
Yale University in New Ha-
ven, Conn. He and his wife, 
Rebecca, MA/MLS’99, live in 
Waterford, Conn., with their 
son, Archer.

Robert L. Brewer, BA’97, 
is an attorney with the law firm 
Bass, Berry & Sims in Nash-
ville, Tenn. His practice focuses 
on intellectual property and 
technology law, with a particular 
emphasis on technology issues in 
corporate transactions; health-
care information technology; 
and the development, commer-
cialization, and transfer of tech-
nology and intellectual property 
rights. Brewer is a past chairman 
of the software licensing section 
of the American Bar Associa-
tion’s Intellectual Licensing and 
Transactions Committee. He 
lives in Nashville.

In September 2008, Thomas 
W. Haywood, BS’97, an eighth 

grade social studies teacher at 
Indian Creek Middle School in 
Trafalgar, Ind., was named Indi-
ana History Teacher of the Year 
by the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History and Pre-
serve America. Haywood serves 
as the eighth grade team leader, 
editor of the newsletter, and Stu-
dent of the Month coordinator, 
and also coordinates the annual 
Civil War Days student living 
history event and the annual 
Living History Museum Time 
Line event. The History Teacher 
of the Year award is designed 
to promote and celebrate the 
teaching of American history in 
classrooms across the United 
States. It honors one exceptional 
K-12 teacher of American his-
tory from each state and U.S. 
territory. Haywood lives in 
Nineveh, Ind.

Lisa Krissoff Boehm, 
PhD’99, is the author of Making 
a Way out of No Way: African 
American Women and the Second 
Great Migration, published by 
the University Press of Missis-
sippi. The book is based on oral 
histories of African-American 
women who traveled from the 
South to the North between 
the 1940s and 1960s. Boehm is 
an associate professor of urban 
studies at Worcester (Mass.) 
State College. Her husband, 
Christopher, MBA’97, is direc-
tor of research and analysis for 
Intercontinental Real Estate 
Corp. in Boston. The couple 
lives in Grafton, Mass.

2000s
Basketball I-Man, Dusty A. 
May, BA’00, was hired as the 
assistant men’s basketball coach 
at Louisiana Tech University in 
May. He had previously served 
as assistant coach at the Uni-
versity of Alabama-Birmingham 
under former IU basketball 
coach Mike Davis.

Michael J. Henry, BA’01, 
has joined the law firm Wood-
ward, Hobson, & Fulton as an 
associate. He is a member of the 
labor and employment practice 
group in the firm’s Louisville 
office.

Sarah E. Pritz, BA’01, 
a special-education teacher 
from Rockford, Ill., is one of 
five IU alumni teaching at the 
same elementary school in the 
Chicago suburb of Highwood, 
Ill. In addition to Pritz, Oak 
Terrace Elementary School in-
cludes among its staff members 
Jamie Bernardi DiCarlo, BS’00, 
of Libertyville, Ill., a special-
education and gifted-education 
teacher; Wendy Sheinin Larsen, 
BS’98, of Glenview, Ill., an ESL 
and gifted-education teacher; 
Peter G. Samaris, BA’99, of 
Evanston, Ill., a fourth-grade 
dual-language teacher; and 
Jessica L. Goldner, BS’05, of 
Chicago, a fourth-grade teacher. 
DiCarlo writes, “We have all 
been teaching together for sever-
al years. Oak Terrace Elementary 
serves 550 children, grades K–5, 
with dual-language problems. 
More than 50 percent of the 
school’s population has Spanish 
as its primary language. Several 
of us have completed or are 
working on advanced degrees 
while teaching. This is a place 
where the IU spirit lives!”

Tradd A. Fromme, BA’02, 
received his law degree from 
the John Marshall Law School 
in Chicago in 2007. He is an 
Illinois-licensed attorney who 
lives in Chicago.

Mark R. Hess, BA’02, is a 
sales support representative for 
the La Jolla Group in Irvine, 
Calif. He writes, “I am currently 
working a great job at a perfect 
company in the surfing and ac-
tion sports industries.” He lives 
in San Clemente, Calif.

Douglas W. La Fave, BA’04, 
works as City Manager for 
Grant, Mich. He was recently 
commissioned as a reserve intel-
ligence officer for the United 
States Navy, with the rank of 
ensign. He lives in Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.

Lauren E. Morrill-Ragusea, 
BA’05, MS’08, writes, “I have 
just been hired as a program 
trainer in the Posse Founda-
tion’s Boston office. I will be 
selecting talented Boston public 
school students, providing them 
with pre-collegiate support 
and leadership development, 
and advising and supporting 
them through their college 
experience.” Founded in 1989, 
Posse partners with colleges and 
universities to provide four-year, 
full-tuition scholarships for stu-
dents with outstanding academic 
and leadership potential who 
may be overlooked by traditional 
college selection processes. 
Morrill-Ragusea’s husband, 
Adam,’06, works for radio 
station WBUR, Boston’s NPR 
affiliate, where he is the associate 
producer of the show, Radio 
Boston. He pursued graduate 
work in composition at the IU 
Jacobs School of Music and is 
a former assistant news director 
of WFIU. The couple lives in 
Cambridge, Mass.

Jesse G. Pace, BA’06, is in 
the third year of studies at the 
IU School of Law–Indianapolis. 
In January he married Christina 
Neeley, who is also in her third 
year of studies at the IU School 
of Law –Indianapolis. The couple 
lives in Carmel, Ind.

Aimee R. Formo, MA/
MLS’08, has accepted a posi-
tion with the Historic Land-
marks Foundation of Indiana 
as program coordinator of the 
Morris-Butler House Museum 
in Indianapolis. She lives in 
Greenwood, Ind.

(continued from page 6)
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(continued from page 1)
Chair’s letter

We will soon embark upon our annual discussion of priorities in regard to hirings, programmatic 
innovations, and other matters. 

Moving forward in these challenging times, the IU Department of History remains strong and 
vibrant in its staffing, student cohorts, and intellectual assets. We are thankful for the continuing 
support of our alumni, friends, and other well-wishers and to their continuing engagement with 
our mission. — Claude Clegg
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History alumni: What’s new with you?

The IU Alumni Association is charged with maintaining records for all IU alumni.  
Please print as much of the following information as you wish. Updates are used as class 
notes and help keep IU’s alumni records accurate and up to date. Attach additional 
pages if necessary. Mail to the address above, or fax to (812) 855-8266. To update online, 
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o  Please send me information about IU Alumni Association membership.
IUAA membership is now 80 percent tax deductible. It includes membership in the 
IU College of Arts & Sciences Alumni Association and in your local alumni chapter. 

To join: Go to www.alumni.indiana.edu or call (800) 824-3044.

Connect! Search “IUALUMNI” 
on Facebook and Twitter. 
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