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Question from Professor Herb Terry on Basketball Recruiting 09/29/10 

Colleagues --  
 
At the first BFC meeting this year, I expressed concern about IU's recruiting of a 14 year old 
Indiana basketball player.  Noting that the NCAA is working on rules and policies to control this 
increasingly common practice in Division I basketball, and that we -- the IU / BFC are one of the 
founding members of COIA (which has also expressed concern about it), I urged the Agenda 
Committee to charge the Council's Athletics Committee to look into it. 
 
Following is an article from yesterday's Indianapolis Star (a similar report appeared in the IDS) 
about yet another such recruitment -- again, a freshman who has yet to play in a high school 
game. 
 
Speaking personally, these practices come, I think, close to child abuse.  At such a young age, I 
find it most unlikely that young people can make an informed choice when it comes to 
college.  And, from an institutional perspective, we have no assurance that this person will meet 
our admissions standards and succeed here.  It is simply unconscionably premature.  And, in both 
of these instances, it appears as if the player has what might be called "stage mom" parents 
pushing him toward an emphasis on sports perhaps over an emphasis on education which is the 
primary reason for student athletes to come to any college or university. 
 
I repeat my request that the Agenda Committee -- quickly -- look into this matter. 
 
Frankly, I'd hope that the BFC would have a report / discussion about it at a BFC meeting fairly 
soon.  It would be appropriate, at that meeting, to hear from (1) the Athletics Committee, (2) the 
Athletics Direcctor, (3) the Office of Enrollment Management, (3) our Faculty Athletics 
Representative, Bruce Jaffee (who I believe remains our representative to COIA), and (4) 
coaches involved in this type of recruiting (so far, this appears to be limited to backetball -- the 
football coach has said it doesn't "work" for his sport -- but perhaps other sports are involved too. 
 
We (institutionally) were a leader in the reform movement in student athletics.  Former President 
Myles Brand spoke out on its necessity when he was IU President and, then, pushed that agenda 
forward when he became President of the NCAA.   
 
Unfortunately, Myles is gone.  It would be ironic if his former institution became a leader in 
undermining the efforts made in recent years to protect the interests of student athletes and to 
restore an appropriate balance between athletics and academics at American institutions of 
higher education. 
 
Please consider this a "question" to the Agenda Committee / Provost that can be answered at the 
next BFC meeting. 

Thanks. 

Herb 
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Tech Freshman Lyles Wastes Little Time Committing to IU 
 
Indianapolis Star 
 
September 28, 2010 
 
Written by 
Kyle Neddenriep 
 
 

Trey Lyles hasn't yet played a high school basketball game but already has set his 
college plans. 
 
The 6-9 Tech freshman committed to Indiana University and coach Tom Crean on 
Sunday night while on an unofficial visit to the Bloomington campus. 
 
"I feel like this is the best situation for me," Lyles said. "Coach Crean is a family coach. 
He recruited not just me, but my whole family. That's what I liked about him and IU." 
 
Lyles is the second high school freshman to commit to Indiana, joining 6-2 guard James 
Blackmon Jr. of Fort Wayne Bishop Luers. Though Lyles plays on the same travel ball 
team with Blackmon, he said that had no bearing on his decision to pledge to IU. 
 
Purdue and Ohio State were among the other schools that had showed heavy interest; 
Lyles took an unofficial visit to Ohio State last weekend. 
 
He'd actually wanted to commit to Indiana after receiving a scholarship offer this 
summer, but his father, Tom Lyles, convinced him to hold off. Tom Lyles said Sunday 
he was convinced committing now was the right decision. His son will turn 15 on Nov. 5. 
 
"I feel good about it," Tom Lyles said. "At this stage of his life, I just wanted to make 
sure there were zero doubts. He said it was what he wanted to do and we have faith 
that the coaches at IU will let him grow at his own pace. I know they really made us feel 
like Trey was a young man that they really wanted. 
 
"It also doesn't hurt that it's just 35 minutes down the road for us." 
 
Trey Lyles said "staying close to home" played a big role in his decision. He had dreams 
of possibly playing for North Carolina, but after making two trips to the IU campus, he 
said he knew that's where he wanted to be. 
 
Lyles, considered a top prospect nationally in his class, said he realizes his life will 
change. 
 
"It won't affect how I am as a person," he said. "I'm looking forward to high school  
basketball and happy that I made this decision." 
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