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ake the very first issue of Canvas
Creative Arts Magazine and
the most recent one; set them
side-by-side and you will be

immediately struck by the similarities and
the differences. They’re about the same
size, around six inches by eight inches. The
covers are only black and white. And the
magazines present both literary and visual
arts.
The similarities continue when you glance

“Dear Reader…”
Reflections on Canvas
As It Approaches Its
Fifteenth Anniversary

at the credits. There you’ll see the names
of students only, and that’s one of the
signature characteristics of this very
impressive publication. It’s not—and
never has been—something that faculty
members or advisors produce with the
assistance of students. It’s the reverse—
something that students produce with
some assistance as needed from advisors
and faculty.
Canvas was a bold idea from the start. Not
many university activities boards produce
a literary and visual arts magazine. The
boldness has never wavered, and one
result has been that the design and
content of the magazine have evolved
into another sphere of existence. When
examined more closely, these two issues
seem like they’re from different planets.
The first issue was black ink on white paper

Canvas Covers over the years

and saddle stitched. The only visual art
(continued on page 10)

Dear Union Board Alumni,
I am pleased to inform you the 102nd Indiana Memorial Union Board of Directors was installed
on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2011 at our annual Installation banquet. With the vision of the previous
Board, the banquet was opened up to family members and assistant directors. By expanding
the guest list to include over 130 people, the event was much larger and filled the Tudor Room
for the evening. With a number of distinguished guests in attendance, there were none more
distinguished than our directors’ families. This provided families an opportunity to see firsthand
how important Union Board is to the Bloomington campus.
Our committees are always trying to find ways in which we can expose students to different
cultures and experiences. This year is no different. Since the last newsletter, Union Board has
been busy working on new programs. Here are a few of the programs that have occurred and
some that are quickly approaching:
Evan Farrell

• Lecture by Thomas Friedman, Pulitzer-Prize winning author of The World Is Flat and four other
bestselling books
• Homecoming Dance 2010 Now and Then hosted in Alumni Hall
• Black History Month Lecture by author, actor, and political activist Hill Harper
• Sneak Screening of the Universal film The Adjustment Bureau starring Matt Damon
• Upcoming performance by comedian Sara Silverman
The 2011 board is fortunate to benefit from the experience of four returning student directors
and the fresh perspective of 12 new student directors. You may be aware that our previous
administrative representative on the board, Roger Thompson, accepted another position at
the University of Oregon. This fall, the 2010 board appointed Harold ‘Pete’ Goldsmith, Dean of
Students, as the new administrative representative. Dean Goldsmith has already contributed a
great deal of time to Union Board, and his input has been invaluable to this organization. We are
truly grateful for his commitment to the board.
As important as programming is for the student body; equally important is Union Board’s
commitment to advocating and maintaining the Indiana Memorial Union for their fellow students.
I assure you this is a priority of the 2011 board, and this responsibility will not be overlooked.
As we move forward in accomplishing the goals our Union board has set for itself, we also look to
continue the great legacy which has been established by those who came before us. There may
be no greater resource to this organization than its faithful alumni. I hope to meet many of you at
this year’s Biennial Celebration, as we celebrate 102 years of continued achievement.
The board fully understands its duty to uphold this organization’s strong legacy, and welcomes
the opportunity to do so. We are sincerely thankful for the continued support of our alumni.
Sincerely,

Evan M. Farrell
President
2011 Indiana Memorial Union Board
ubpres@indiana.edu
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2011 Union Board of Directors
Evan Farrell
President

Amanda Malkowski
Public Relations

2011 Union Board President
2010 Union Board Director - Films
2009 Union Board Assistant Director – Lectures
Major: Business – Finance
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Chicago, IL
Other Involvements:
• Member, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
• Kelly Business Honors Program
• Peer Tutor, Technology in Business Course
• Teaching Assistant, Intro to Accounting

Emily McGowan
Design

Daniel Haddad
VP for Programming
2011 Union Board VP for Programming
2010 Union Board Director – Comedy
2009 Union Board Assistant Director –
Performance and Comedy
Major: Secondary Education, English
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Arlington Heights, IL
Other Involvements:
• Vice President, Awkward Silence Comedy

Erika L. Hall
VP for Membership
2011 Union Board VP for Membership
2010 Union Board Director – Lectures
2009 Union Board Assistant Director – Lectures
Major: English and Political Science
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Avon, IN
Other Involvements:
• Peer Advisor, IU Career Development Center
• Member, IU College Democrats
• Volunteer, Shalom Community Center
• Volunteer, Middle Way House
• Sales Representative, Charlotte Russ

Graham Davis
Films
2011 Union Board Director - Films
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – Films
Major: Communication and Culture
Minor: History
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Fishers, IN
Other Involvements:
• Camp Counselor – Indy YMCA

Brandon Fowler
Spirit of IU

2011Union Board Director – Public Relations
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – CANVAS
2009 Union Board Committee Member – CANVAS
Major: Journalism; Political Science
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Wexford, PA
Other Involvements:
• Founded the CANVAS Fine Arts Blog

2011 Union Board Director - Design
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – CANVAS
2009 Union Board Assistant Director – CANVAS
Major: English, focus in Creative Writing
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Leo, IN

Wesley McKinney
Comedy
2011 Union Board Director – Comedy
Major: Recreational Sports
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN

AJ O’Reilly
CANVAS
2010 & 2011 Union Board Director - CANVAS
2008-09 Union Board Assistant Director - Advertising
2009 Union Board Committee Member Scholarship
Recipient
Major: Studio Art – Graphic Design
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Portage, IN
Other Involvements:
• Trip Leader, IU Outdoor Adventures
• IU Food Stustainability Committee
• Leadershape Institute Participant
• IUSA Rep: College of Arts and Sciences
• ACUI Region 9 Conference Attendee

Jasmine Page
Student Unity and Development
2011 Union Board Director – Student Unity and
Development
Major: Community Health
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN
Other Involvements:
• VP of Membership, Alpha Phi Omega Service
Fraternity
• Member, Welcome Week Committee

2011 Union Board Director – Spirit of IU
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – Spirit of IU
Major: Economics and Business
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Bellmore, NY
Spring 2011
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Lisa Wagner
Concerts

Darius Sawyers
Outreach
2011 Union Board Director – Outreach
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – Spirit of IU
Major: Exercise Science
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN
Other Involvements:
• Member, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, INC

2011 Union Board Director - Concerts
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – Concerts
Major: Communication & Culture
Expected Graduation: 2012
Hometown: Rancho Santa Fe, CA

George Thomas
Lectures

2011 Union Board Director – Live from Bloomington
2010 Union Board Committee Member – Spirit of IU
Major: Community Health
Expected Graduation: 2014
Hometown: Indianapolis, IN

2011 Union Board Director - Lectures
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – Debates and
Issues
2009 Union Board Assistant Director – Public
Relations
Major: Broadcast Journalism
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Elkhart, IN
Other Involvements:
• Senator, Reed Residence Center
• IUSA Health and Safety Committee
• Greek Fundraising Committee Chair

Brandon Washington
Live from Bloomington

Jasmine Woods
Performing Arts
2011 Union Board Director – Performing Arts
2010 Union Board Assistant Director – Debates and
Issues
Major: Secondary Education – Language Arts
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Merriville, IN

Riley Voss
Debates and Issues
2011 Union Board Director – Debates and Issues
Major: Political Science, PACE Minor
Expected Graduation: 2013
Hometown: Bloomington, IN
Other Involvements:
• Risk Manager, Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity

Installation Banquet, Jan. 22, 2011

President Sean Liston recites Union Board oath to
Evan Farrell

2010 Canvas Assistant Directors Liz James, Amanda
Malkowski, Brianne Eby, Kristen Broyles
P
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JWS President Brent Pieper (L), and former IMU
Executive Director Winston Shindell (R)

Keynote speaker Harold
“Pete” Goldsmith, IUB
Dean of Students

2011 Director George Thomas (center) with parents
and siblings.

Gene and Rosemary Tanner

Scholarship winners
express gratitude
Several Whittenberger Society’s 2010 scholarship
winners sent words of thanks to alumni and
friends of the Union Board.

Union Board Alumni Scholarship
Evan Farrell

Pinto Award
Kasie Kyle

Claude Rich Scholarship
Sean Liston

Committee Scholarships
Kimberly Doty
Liz James
Ian White
Brandi Chang
Traci Pettigrew
Brianne Eby
Amanda Malkowski
Katheryn Malone

Josh Fineberg Scholarship
A.J. O’Reilly
Rosemary V. Tanner Scholarship
Erika Hall & Caroline Shurig
Eugene Fletchall Scholarship
Alex Nicola-Iott
Dean McKaig Award
George Thomas

Spring 2011
2011
Spring
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Serving Up Optimism

IMU’s Brandi Host and UB Directors Caroline Shurig and
Erika Hall Answer the Call for Volunteer Service Projects

“

Leaving Shoes in
El Salvador

I

said. “I didn’t have the stress of making any
Ten volunteers from Bloomington, including

decisions.”

Host and Thompson, got up very early on
the Friday after Thanksgiving and flew to

“There was a lot of interaction between the

It all started with the Women Build,”

El Salvador. There they were joined by two

families and the builders,” Host said. “The

program IMU Rooms Division Manager

other groups from Canada. After having some

kids would come down the first thing in the

Brandi Host said. w is Habitat for

free time over the weekend to do a little

morning to see us. We played soccer with them

Humanity’s program for women who

sightseeing they got to work Monday morning

on our breaks. The sense of community there

want to learn construction skills while helping

on a project in San Vicente, a town about the

really stood out. For the things that they don’t

build a home for someone in need. Host’s first

size of Bloomington.

have, they sure seemed to have a lot. People
were very gracious to us, very appreciative.”

Women Build was in May 2006 and she’s done
it every year since. “It’s very empowering for

The aim of this project was to help provide

a woman who begins with no building skills to

homes for some of the people whose homes

At the end of the week, before leaving, the

see what you can accomplish,” she said. “It’s

had been demolished one year earlier by

team members decided to leave their work

addictive. After you do one of those you’re

massive mudslides. The work being done at

shoes for the people there in San Vicente. Host

completely hooked.”

the time was pouring concrete into forms for

had become particularly close to a Salvadoran

the foundation and walls. “Basically we were

girl named Marena and was delighted to

Host’s enthusiasm for Habitat projects

a bucket brigade,” Host said. “We passed

discover that the two of them shared the same

caught the eye of Kerry Thomson, Habitat

buckets down a line and up scaffolding to

shoe size. “It was sort of a Cinderella moment,”

for Humanity of Monroe County Executive

be poured, then empty buckets came down

Host said, “because this was the person I

Director. “Kerry sent me an e-mail asking me

another line back to the mixer. It was some of

would have most wanted to give my shoes to

to consider going to a week long build in El

the hardest physical work I’ve done in my life.”

and she wore the same size as me. That was

Salvador,” Host said. “I immediately wrote

In other ways, however, it was a relief, Host

just too perfect.”

back and said I’m interested.”
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Leaving their shoes in El Salvador came with
a price for the group. They arrived back in a
cold, snowy Indianapolis wearing flip-flops and
sandals.
Would she sign up for a return trip to El
Salvador? “Definitely!” Host said. “This trip
changed me in a positive way. I came back and
problems here seem a lot smaller than they did
before I left. My eyes have been opened in a
different way.”

Turning Crisis
into Hope

“Every time I leave that office I’m so energized

But there is more to the story, Halls points

and excited and happy because I’ve been able

out. “There have been more ups than downs,

to help,” she said. “Yes, I hear terrible, awful

more positive stories that come after the initial

stories, but there are so many options for these

crisis,” she said. “It says something about

women to start over. They’re not alone. They

human nature that people can go through so

have help at every step along the way. It makes

many bad things and come out with something

me realize that if I’m ever in that situation, I do

positive. It’s made me very optimistic about

have help. It would be really hard for me if I

people.”

couldn’t help or if there weren’t options.”
Shurig and Hall agree about one additional
Erika Hall (UB ’10, ’11) has worked at Middle

aspect of their work at Middle Way House—it

Way House for six months as a crisis line

has helped them strengthen their listening

volunteer and acknowledges the tragic

skills. All crisis line volunteers are trained in

sadness of domestic violence. “You would

active listening techniques, which also are

never know some of the struggles people are

valuable in their roles as UB directors. “One of

going through in their daily lives,” she said.

the main components of leadership is being

“My mom warned me that I would get burned

“Sometimes after a crisis call I’m so upset that

able to listen to people and piece together

out, that I would have trouble dealing with

I have to take time and go to the gym or do

what they’re actually trying to convey, even

the sad stories,” said Caroline Shurig (UB

something for myself to get it off my chest.”

when they can’t express it easily,” Hall said.

‘10), who has volunteered at Middle Way

“It says something about
human nature that people
can go through so many
bad things and come out
with something positive. It’s
made me very optimistic
about people.”
“My work at Middle Way House has taught me
over and over how critical it is to listen to the
group, to the people around you as you try to
determine what steps need to happen,” Shurig
said. “It’s helped me run my UB committee.
We’re doing a better job of listening to each
other. It’s not just an environment where
the more outspoken people have the most
Brandi Host, IMU Rooms’ Division Manager is part of the bucket brigade in El Salvador.

House since 2009. The mission of Middle
Way House is to end violence in the lives of
women and children, and the people working
for the organization are on the front lines
in the battles against domestic abuse and
rape. Shurig works both on the crisis line and

“Every time I leave that
office I’m so energized and
excited and happy because
I’ve been able to help,”

influence.”
Listening to Host, Shurig and Hall talk about
their service work makes one thing clear. They
have learned firsthand how helping others can
bring experiences and rewards that were never
expected.

as a legal advocate and she understood her
mother’s concerns. Yet, her experience has
been quite the opposite.

Spring
Spring 2011
2011 P A G E
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Traveling Familiar Paths
and Blazing New Trails
Laura Britton’s Professional and Spiritual
Pursuits Bring Her Back to IU

“

I

t took me a little while to get involved in

student council in high school and involved

the national champion. On top of all this were

UB after I came to IU,” Laura Britton, BS

with the major activities programming board at

her activities away from school. Britton began

’97 (UB’96), said. “I think I glamorized it a

the University of Arkansas during her freshman

a spiritual quest while in college and after she

bit. I thought, ‘Oh, it’s such a prestigious

year there before transferring to IU.

became part of a religious community in LA,

organization on this huge campus. I don’t know
if I’m ready for that.”
It turns out that Britton found her way. “I
first got involved in some smaller groups on
campus,” she said, “then I came to one of the
UB callout meetings and got involved with the
Spirit and Traditions committee.” Serving on a

“It’s not just about getting
the task at hand done; it’s
also about helping people
develop their skills, so that
they become empowered.”

committee is one thing, serving on the board is

she helped organize the group’s festivals and
other events.
While living in Los Angeles, Britton gave birth
to daughter, Holly, and then son, Eric. Shortly
after Eric’s birth in 2003, the family moved to
Indianapolis. There Britton continued teaching,
first at Lawrence North High School then at
Noblesville High School. She also connected

something else. Britton had to overcome some

with spiritual groups in Indiana and has been

reservations about taking the step up. “When

a whirlwind of programming activity. It might

the elections came around,” she said, “I

be fair to say that her tendency to organize

thought, ‘To heck with it, I’m going to throw my

activities is a habit that can get out of hand.

hat into the ring. I can do this.’” She was right.

“Today I have to restrain myself from taking on

She won election to the board and served as

new organizational projects,” she said.

director of the Spirit and Traditions committee

Restraint is in order because Britton is planning

the next term.

to pursue graduate work in religious studies

Britton credits UB for helping her hone the

at IU. She’s applied for the masters program

planning and organizing skills she uses so

and has already begun taking classes that will

frequently. “These skills have come into play

be needed for her degree. Her area of study is

in every aspect of my life,” she said. She also

After earning an education degree from

stresses the lessons in leadership taught by

IU, Britton moved to Los Angeles with her

Mark Gooch Guthier. “Gooch taught us that

husband and taught high school English

the goal of leadership is to help people learn

and drama in the LA public school system.

and grow,” she said. “It’s not just about getting

In addition to directing two theatrical

Pursuing graduate work at IU has allowed

the task at hand done; it’s also about helping

productions at her high school each year,

Britton to visit one of her favorite places.

people develop their skills, so that they

she ran the drama club and helped organize

“Every time I come back, if I’m bringing a

become empowered.”

a host of drama-related activities, including

friend or family member, I always have to show

competitions and appearances at local

them the UB office and give them a tour of the

Renaissance festivals. The swing dance club

IMU,” she said. “It very much became a home

needed a sponsor, so Britton volunteered, and

base for me on campus.”

If you look at the years before and after IU, you
can see that Britton is a natural at organizing
activities and programming. She was on the
PA G E
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it turned out that one of her students became

modern reconstructions of ancient religions,
and her ambition is to get a doctorate and
teach at the college level.
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The 37th Union Board
Biennial Reunion
November 4-5 2011
Mark your calendars and make your plans to return to Bloomington
this fall!
While great memories of the special Centennial Celebration are still
going strong, it’s already time for another round of fun at this year’s
reunion!
And if you weren’t able to attend the 100th Celebration, come find
out what you missed!
Gather with friends, visit the IMU, and tap into that Union Board
spirit!
Contact your fellow board members now, and save the date!

Spring 2011
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Canvas Continued From Cover

was on the inside and outside of the front

a sense of how Canvas has evolved, we

before the idea of Canvas was born.

and back covers. Only one type style was

spoke to four of the UB directors who have

Only when I thought about running for

employed and the layout of the written

had a role in the magazine’s life: Joseph

the Board did I really give the idea some

pieces was plain, simple and uniform

Kerschbaum, who started it in 1997; Amy

thought.

throughout. (This was the inaugural

Wanninger, who rescued it from a near

attempt and funds were scarce.)

demise in 2003; Alfonso Lerma, who

How did other directors respond to the

established the first Canvas committee

idea?

in 2007; and AJ O’Reilly, who chaired the

I remember being on retreat with the

Canvas committee in 2010 and is back

board and discovering that many of my

again this year.

fellow directors were hesitant about a

In stark contrast, the current issue is a
marvel of sophisticated graphic design
with dazzling visual art grabbing your gaze
page after page. Beautiful ribbed cover
stock that is black on one side and white
on the other encloses this perfect bound
volume with the black side out. The front
cover is folded in on itself so that the die
cut of ”canvas” that runs vertically up the
right edge shows through to the white side
of the stock. Inside, the layout presenting
written pieces interspersed with the

literary magazine. It was one of the first

Joseph Kerschbaum
BA ‘99 (UB ‘97, ‘98)

times I had to stand up for something
I believed in and convince a roomful of
people to make it happen. I came out

Tell us about the origin of Canvas.

swinging and didn’t stop. It was a great

At the time, there was no highly visible

experience.

student-run literary publication on
campus. The English Department

What committee did you chair that year?

published Los Pescadores but it featured

I was in charge of the Performing Arts

only fiction and had been limping along.

Committee, but when we added Canvas,

Collins Residence Hall published Dancing

we re-named it the Fine Arts Committee.

Star but it was somewhat closed off from

The magazine was mainly written pieces,

the rest of campus. I was involved with

but we had visual arts in the first issue.

This transformation of the design of

both publications for a short while but

The goal was always to include as many

Canvas has not gone unnoticed. The

neither of them were a good fit for me.

media as possible. Admittedly, the printing

magazine won an Association of College

Also, I was in writing workshops at the time

quality of those first couple of issues

Unions International 2010 award given to

and there were so many talented students

wasn’t the best (in regards to the art) but

the best student-produced, multi-page

in my classes. I knew we had a well of

we did what we could with the limited

publication.

talent on campus that was untapped. So,

budget.

I decided to create my own publication.

What did you do beyond the work of

visual art is a work of art unto itself. On
top of all this, the range of visual art now
includes full-color photographs of threedimensional pieces.

Of course, the first and last issues don’t

I was already on the Concerts, Lectures,

begin to tell the story of everything that

Marketing and Club Concert committees

happened in between. In an effort to get
PA G E
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publishing the magazine?
With each issue we organized a reading

for those writers featured in that particular

retreat to determine directors for different

were able to get the magazine distributed

issue, and we held additional open mic

committees, there was little interest

in the IDS, so we were not only creating

events. We also helped bring authors to

expressed in keeping it alive or even

more copies to reach more students but

campus such as Douglas Adams, Li-Young

putting it on anyone’s committee. By a

also delivering it directly to them.

Lee and Rick Moody.

twist of fate, we decided to keep it alive
for one more semester to see if we could

How did students respond to your first
issue?

Did working on Canvas have a lasting

breathe life into it. Because of it’s pending

impact on your life?

future, we didn’t create a committee

The response was amazing. I can’t tell

dedicated to it, rather a broader

you how many students thought it was

committee called Student Voice that could

a new publication! The committee grew

house it for one semester. Initially, I wasn’t

a dedicated member base from people

interested in working on Canvas at all,

who had seen the magazine and wanted

but I agreed to chair the Student Voice

to be a part of creating it. We also had

Committee.

a record number of literary and art

Canvas affected my life path in too many
ways to count. There was the concrete
experience that I received on project
management, staff management and
process creation; and there were also the
less tangible experiences. For example, it
gave me the confidence that I can bring

How did you approach the task of

an idea to fruition, and the knowledge

“breathing new life” into the magazine?

that I can take anything head-on. Basically,
Canvas was sort of a trial-by-fire and I
wouldn’t have had it any other way.

Amy Wanninger
BA ‘05 (UB ‘03)

submissions. It was extremely exciting to
see the struggling magazine transform
into a strong, student-supported

It wasn’t easy because we didn’t attract

initiative. It ended up taking over my

any committee members my first semester.

committee’s activities. By the end of my

Without a committee, I started working

term it really should have been called the

with the marketing department within

Canvas committee. It was the process of

the IMU. My main contact was Marketing

completely reconstructing the magazine

Director Kelly Carnahan. She taught me

my first term that turned Canvas into my

how to use Indesign software and basic

labor of love.

What do you remember about Canvas

layout structures. We discovered that by

when you first started volunteering on UB

changing paper and layout options we

committees?

could churn out nearly 25,000 copies with

I believe this was the first year Canvas was

half of the budget needed for the previous

I was a bit of a lost soul before joining UB.

almost eliminated. The previous issue

issue. We also solicited more submissions

And to be honest, I was pretty bummed

had cost thousands to create and only

by engaging departments directly to

when I found out I was stuck with Canvas

produced 800 copies. With a budget

get their students involved. Because we

as a new director. But then I started

from a student body of nearly 40,000,

shifted from a thick program-style booklet

working with Kelly on recreating Canvas

that was just unacceptable. During the

to a thinner newspaper style format, we

in every way possible. She was brilliant

Did working on Canvas have a lasting
impact on your life?

Spring 2011
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and taught me so many things. I ended

events that people could partake in. But

conveyed such truth and honesty. You

up working part-time in her marketing

here you had a book.

could feel the weight of all the work that

department while still an undergrad. That
experience not only led to serious lifetime

How did you persuade the other directors

went into it.

to go along with your idea?

Why do you think Canvas is so important?

advertising and marketing, a path I had

We stressed student involvement. We

It’s hard to find a reputable place to be

not even considered previously. Since that

started having events. The content in the

published, especially as an undergraduate.

point, I have gone on to work on global ad

magazines was fantastic. I thought that

We wanted to expand and encourage

campaigns for Nike, Old Spice, Target and

the best way to showcase all of that talent

more input from graphic artists and visual

Coca-Cola. My experience with Canvas

was to have a combination gallery event

artists, while still giving plenty of space to

truly opened up a whole new future for

and magazine release party. We took all

writers.

me.

of the visual art and reproduced it in large

friendships but also solidified a path in

format, gave writers an opportunity to

How did students react to your issues?

read their works, and had live music. The

The reaction was overwhelming. Students

first one was in the Tree Suites Garden on

really embraced it. We went from having

the morning of the women’s Little 500 race

a committee of five or six to well over

in the spring of 2007. We continued with

twenty.

gallery shows in the IMUG.

Did working on Canvas have a lasting

What did you do to change the design of

impact on your life?

Canvas?

I learned a tremendous amount that I’ve

of my ambitions was to make Canvas its

I was able to increase the budget by

taken with me into my professional life,

own committee. I thought there was a

getting support from—and offering ad

everything from graphic design skills—I

tremendous amount of resources there,

space to—places like the library and the

freelance occasionally now for a software

something that could really connect with

bookstore. With more money, we were

company—to the administrative side

a lot of people on campus. I had to pitch it

able to do more things, such as spot

of things. The first thing I did after IU

to the incoming board in 2006. The major

varnishes, die cuts, better paper, more

was work at the Goodman Theater in

concern was justifying the budget for

color, and so on. We also started the

Chicago as an intern in marketing and

something that isn’t about programming.

editor’s note. To this day the first editor’s

advertising. I found out later that there

What UB does most specifically, especially

note still gives me goose bumps when

was a lot of competition for the position

with the mission statement we had, was

I read it. We had fantastic submissions,

and that many of the applicants had

programming for the university, putting on

and the note tied it together in a way that

much more theater experience than I did.

Alfonso Lerma,
BA ‘08 (UB ‘06, ‘07)
How was the first Canvas committee
formed?
My first year on UB I chaired the Arts
Committee, which housed Canvas. One
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People I met couldn’t understand how I

got the position. It must have been my

What has your committee done in addition

will because this really feels like a family.”

administrative background from UB.

to producing the magazine?

Her comment really hit me! It does feel like

AJ O’Reilly
UB ‘10, ‘11)
How did you become director of the
Canvas Committee?
My freshman year I had a submission that
appeared in Canvas, so that started my
connection. I knew about Canvas because
previous Canvas director Justine Carlotta
and I are from the same hometown—
Portage, Indiana. When I first got involved
with UB I was on a different committee,
but I talked to Justine a lot. On the retreat
after I was elected to the board, no one
else was very interested in Canvas. I
thought could do it, so I signed up and
got the position. It turned out that it was
absolutely the best position for me.
What is your involvement with the arts?
I’m a graphic designer and in the Bachelor

The committee has done several things.
We started a blog last semester to try
to get students aware of art around the
campus. We’ve done poetry slams and
brought in a poet named Bruce George,

family. That’s something that sticks out for
me. Aside from the magazine and all of the
programming, it’s the friendships and all
the fun we have as a committee that make
this so great.

who did a poetry slam and a poetry

The anecdotes from these four directors

workshop. We’ve also used the IMUG

only scratch the surface of the stories

for poetry readings and as a gallery for

to be told about working on Canvas. So

student art. We want artists to have a place

many other people have contributed to

to put their work up and provide a place

the magazine’s survival and success—

where students can see art from around

committee members, advisors and faculty.

the campus. It’s hard to get in the School

So many of the people whose work

of Fine Arts gallery or in galleries around

appeared in Canvas or who worked on

town. We say, “Bring us some good work

the magazine have gone on to impressive

and we’ll put it up.” Our basic attitude

careers as writers, artists and designers.

about the committee’s work is that there’s
so much possibility. If it deals with art at all,

In short, Canvas is another UB success

the Canvas Committee can do it.

story. Students come together, create
something of value for the IU community,

How is the Canvas Committee doing as we

learn new skills and have fun doing it.

approach the fifteenth anniversary?

Then they take what they’ve gained and

of Fine Arts program. I did design in

Really well. To illustrate, let me share a

high school, but I came to IU to pursue

story. We have a fairly large committee

a marketing degree. However, I quickly

of about twenty-five or thirty people

realized that marketing wasn’t for me and

and we have a blog subcommittee. I

that I needed to be in the arts. I didn’t

spoke to one person who is on the blog

even know about the BFA program at first.

subcommittee, but not the full committee,

I just knew I wanted to do graphic design

and encouraged her to come to the full

and art.

committee meetings. She said, “I think I

apply it to new challenges as they proceed
through life. That’s Canvas and that’s UB.

Spring 2011
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Around the IMU

IMU Hotel rooms are getting a make-over with new carpeting.

The Dean of Students and Student Affairs offices are now in the IMU.

The new Student Technology center is busy 24/7.

The Campus Card office is being relocated, Constrution is underway.

Students fill the IMUG. UB Canvas promotes submissions.
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Baja Fresh Express opened to rave reviews in the Fall.

JWS class notes
The editors acknowledge the
assistance of the
Indiana University Alumni
Association in compiling class
notes. To submit
information, write to
IUAA at 1000 E. 17th St.,
Bloomington, IN 47408,
or visit www.alumni.

before the U.S. Supreme
Court. He was sworn in during
a ceremony before eight of
the nine justices. Slovin is a
partner in the law firm Slovin &
Associates Co. in Cincinnati. He
was Union Board director in 1979
and 1980. Slovin and his wife,
Diane (Lieberman), BS’81, live in
Cincinnati.

indiana.edu.

B efore

1970s
In August 2010, Lisa M.
Browar, BA’73, MLS’78,
MA’05, was a delegate to the
International Federation of
Library Associations conference
in Gothenburg, Sweden. She is
president of the Linda Hall Library
of Science, Engineering, and
Technology, located in Kansas
City, Missouri. Browar lives in
Leawood, Kan.
Ann Schmieman
Fumarolo, BS’75, MPA’86,
president and CEO of Sci-Port:
Louisiana’s Science Center,
was honored with the Roy L.
Shafer Leading Edge Award
for Experienced Leadership in
the Field at the Association of
Science-Technology Centers’
2010 annual conference in
Honolulu. The award is the
highest given to an individual
in the field and is given in
recognition of extraordinary
accomplishments in business
practices, visitor experience,
leadership, and for advancing the
mission of science-technology
centers and museums. Fumarolo,
who was director of the Union
Board in 1975, lives in Shreveport,
La.

1980s
In May, Randy T. Slovin,
BA’80, was admitted to practice

Nita Levison, AGS’89, BGS’90,
MS’92, is retired and a volunteer
in the Student Advocates Office
at IU Bloomington. She assists
students experiencing difficulties
with their studies, health, and
personal problems. Levison is
also active with the Bloomington
World Wide Friendship
Program, assisting international
students. A former Union Board
staff member, she lives in
Bloomington.

1990s
“In May of 2010, I became the
senior global sourcing manager
for the AmazonBasics brand at
Amazon.com,” writes Christian
M. Carroll, BA’91. “My
duties include traveling to Asia
to source new products, and to
develop marketing plans with
our sites in Europe and Asia. I
am proud to say that my partner,
Michael Carroll, and I completed
the adoption of our two children,
Davon, age 8, and Harmoney,
age 5, last August. We are
having so much fun with them.
My daughter is learning about
Caesar Chavez in school right
now, and I was proud to tell her
about the time when I had dinner
with Mr. Chavez and heard him
speak while I was president of
Union Board [in 1990]. It is hard
to believe it has been 21 years
already.” Carroll lives in Seattle.
Benjamin W. Carlson,
BA’96, is chief strategic officer
at Bradley & Montgomery, an

advertising agency specializing
in print, broadcast and new
media, with offices in Indianapolis
and New York City. He joined
the firm as head of account and
media services in 2003, directing
client relationships, leading new
business efforts, and building
strong strategic, account, and
media departments. Carlson was
named Bradley & Montgomery’s
chief strategy officer in 2007
and he has helped develop
dozens of campaigns, including
“The Mojave Experiment” for
Microsoft Windows, the invention
of EmotiClips in support of
MTV’s “The Hills,” Microsoft’s
digital launch of Internet Explorer
9, and Chase’s airport outlet
sponsorship — which was named
Best In Show at the Creative
Media Awards. Carlson’s work
have been profiled in AdWeek,
AdAge, Fast Company, The
New York Times, the LA Times,
Variety and Media Magazine.
In 2009, he co-created and was
named president of Fizziology,
a sister company to Bradley &
Montgomery, focusing on social
media research for entertainment
clients. A former Union Board
Committee member, Carlson
works in Indianapolis and lives in
Carmel, Ind..
Jennifer Schatz Bartlett,
BA’91, MLS’94, became head
of reference services at the
University of Kentucky Libraries
in Lexington in August 2010.
Her husband, Bryan, works
for radio station WEKU at
Eastern Kentucky University in
Richmond, and daughter, Abby,
celebrates her 4th birthday on
April 5. Bartlett, who was Union
Board student director in 1988,
writes, “Congratulations to
everyone at UB who has worked
over the years on the Live from
Bloomington project, which just
celebrated its 25th anniversary!”

Mark E. Schneider, BA’96,
recently became deputy chief
of financial crimes & special
prosecutions at the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in Chicago. He
was previously an assistant U.S.
attorney in the Department of
Justice in Chicago for five years,
focusing on white-collar crime
and public corruption. Schneider
spent more than a year in Iraq
in 2008–09 at the U.S. Embassy
in Baghdad helping oversee the
justice sector reconstruction
efforts. He served as Union
Board student director in 1993.
Schneider lives in Chicago.

2000s
Elizabeth “Libby” Lewis
Baney, Cert/BA’04, JD’07,
continues to enjoy working as
an attorney and federal affairs
consultant for health and
insurance clients at the law firm
Baker & Daniels in Washington,
D.C. A 2007 graduate of
IU Maurer School of Law–
Bloomington, she was recently
elected to serve a three-year
term on the IU Law Alumni Board.
In February 2010, her husband,
Nate, JD’07, “hung out his own
shingle” and opened his own
law firm in Alexandria, Va. He
helps clients in Virginia and D.C.
with business and consumer law
matters. For more information
visit www.baneylaw.com. The
couple lives in Alexandria.
Nicole E. O’Neal, BA’10, is
retail manager of Wandering
Turtle Art Gallery and Gifts in
Bloomington, Ind. Union Board
student director in 2009, she lives
in Bloomington and runs a music
blog at http://hipsterspinster.
wordpress.com.

She lives in Lexington.
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Whittenberger Alumni: What’s new with you?
The IU Alumni Association is charged with maintaining records for all IU alumni. Please print as
much of the following information as you wish. Updates are used as class notes and help keep
IU’s alumni records accurate and up to date. Attach additional pages if necessary. Mail to the
address above, or fax to (812) 855-8266. To update online, visit alumni.indiana.edu/directory.

Name__________________________________________ Date____________________
Preferred name___________________________________________________________
Last name while at IU______________________________________________________
IU Degree(s)/Yr(s)________________________________________________________
Univ. ID # (PeopleSoft) or last four digits of SS #______________________________
Home address____________________________________________________________
Home phone_____________________________________________________________
City________________________________ State________ Zip____________________
Business title_____________________________________________________________
Company/Institution______________________________________________________
Company address_________________________________________________________
Work phone______________________________________________________________
City________________________________ State________ Zip____________________
* E-mail_________________________________________________________________
* Home page URL________________________________________________________
* Please indicate clearly upper and lower case.
Mailing address preference: ❍ Home ❍ Business
Spouse name_____________________________________________________________
Last name while at IU______________________________________________________
IU Degree(s)/Yr(s)________________________________________________________
Your news: _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

o

Please send me information about IU Alumni Association membership.

IUAA membership includes membership in the John Whittenberger Society Alumni
Association, in your school alumni association, and in your local alumni chapter.
Membership is now 80 percent tax deductible!
To join: Go to www.alumni.indiana.edu or call (800) 824-3044.
Search “IU Alumni”
on Facebook and Twitter.
Fall 2009
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