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You are here this afternoon because you have earned it. The South Bend 

campus of Indiana University is not a place for the pampered or the spoiled 

or the lazy. Students at this school work hard ..• in the classroom and out of 

it. 

Many of you are full-time professionals -- teachers, businessmen and 

women -- who are completing graduate work to help you be better at what you do 

for a living. You have juggled your career and family lives to complete your 

degrees, stealing precious hours that might have been spent in leisure but 

in~tead were spent in lecture halls or poring over difficult textbooks. The 

skills you have gained cannot help but make you better people as well as more 

adept professionals. 

Many more of the members of the Class of 1978 are completing undergraduate 

programs which they blended with full or part-time jobs. For some of you, 

college was the traditional four years. For some, it was five or seven or even 

more years, perhaps not even consecutive years. The great thing about having 

this campus of our state University in our own community is the fact that it 

tries so effectively to meet the educational needs of all -- the traditional 

college-age student, the housewife who has been away from the classroom for some 

years and now is finishing college, the 19-year-old drop-out who, at 27, realizes 

what he missed and is overjoyed that the door to a degree is still open to him. 
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There is no "typical" !USB student, and I think that's part of what's good 

about IUSB. The University serves our community well. Some of its students are 

the sons and daughters of highly educated college teachers and professional 
' 

people; others represent the first generation in their families ever to attend 

college -- perhaps ever to even consider it. · 

If there is something all !USB students have in common it is a desire to 

learn and to overcome whatever odds stand in the way of doing so. Many pay much 

or all of their own costs of education. There is nothing like paying your own 

way to focus your attention on any experience. 

At !USB, you got what you paid for -- good teaching, a solid educational 

experience, comradeship within and across the generations. Do not think of your-

self as leaving !USB now, but simply as moving into another kind of association 

with the University. As alumni, you are in a position to help others gain what 

you have gained and experience what you have experienced. Your support of and 

loyalty to this campus and to Indiana University as a statewide system are im-

portant to its future -- to its growth, to its continued excellence, to its mission 

to serve the broadest possible number of men and women who have the brains and 

the desire to benefit from higher education. 

To those of you here today who are parents, spouses, children, relatives of 

every sort of the graduates, I offer my warmest congratulations; without your 

help, support, and confidence, the graduates perhaps would never have made it. 

Only you know the moments of depression and travail, when it looked as if the goal 

was too long a way off to be worth chasing any longer. But with your help, the 

Class of 1978 did not despair. They overcame. 

It is their day today -- as it will be Tuesday night in the Century Center 

commencement. Join me in saluting them. This country is what it is today because 

of the kind of determination that brought the members of this class to this point 

in their lives. I know you join me in extending to each graduate the very 

heartiest congratulations. 


