
Academic Senate Meeting 

September 16, 2005 

 

Present: 
Aghimien, Peter; Anderson Gretchen; Basolo-Kunzer, Mary; Bender, Eileen; Blodgett, James; 

Blodgett, Linda; Bushnell, Peter; Chaney, Joseph; Chen, Linda; Cheng, Xiaoqiang; Colborn, 

James; Collins, Louise; Cook, Richard; Cordell, Roseanne; David, Lane; Ducoffe Robert; 

Feighery, William; Fenner, E.J.; Fleming, Diana; Fong-Morgan, Bridget; Grens, Ann; Griffin, 

Johnnie;  Hadley, Gail; Hakimzadeh, Hossein; Henry, Patricia; Hernando, Julio; Herr, John Paul; 

Hinnefield, Jerry; Huitink, Geraldine; Klein, Jennifer; Kwong, Wing Yee Vincci; Lambert, Larry; 

Levine, Ilan; Ledinsky, April; Lucal, Betsy; Lynker, Monika; Makielski; Marr, Deborah; 

McIntosh, Johnny; McLister, James; McMillen, Douglas; Mettetal, Gwen, Meyer, Suzanne; 

Moore, Susan; Naffziger, Frederick; Nilsen, Micheline; Nirei, Yosuke; O’Connor, Isabel; Olson, 

Daniel; Opasik, Scott; Parker, David; Regan-Kubinski, Mary Jo; Ryne, Jeffrey; Roth, Elaine; 

Rusnock, Andrea; Russo, Michele; Sabbaghi, Ashgar; Skanlan, Margaret; Scheessele, Michael, 

Schimmrigk, Rolf; Scott, Henry; Shillingsburg, Miriam; Shlapentohk, Dmitry; Schrofel, Salina; 

Smant, Kevin; Smith, Keith; Sofhauser, Cynthia;Tetzlaff, Monica; Thomas, Susan;  Torstrick, 

Rebecca; Vernon, Desrene; Vollrath, David; Vrajitoru, Dana; Washburn, William; Williams, 

Lynn; Wolfer, James; Zechowski, Sharon; Perrin, Misty (SGA rep) 

 

Meeting was opened at 2:05 pm by President David Vollrath 

 

Minutes of April 15, 2005 were approved 

 

Meeting Proper 

 

I.  Election of UFC Representative 

 

Due to the resignation of Aurora Chase from the University, a vacancy for the 

representative to the UFC occurred. The Senate needs to elect someone for a one year 

term.  Emails were sent to the faculty over the summer requesting for volunteers to the 

position.  Dave informed the body that the UFC meets every Tuesday usually at 

Indianapolis. However, there were circumstances where virtual meetings were held 

especially during the winter.  The President also informed the body that he is willing to 

volunteer to drive to several of the meetings. 

 

Nominations were opened for the position.  Dave Vollrath nominated Roseanne Cordell.  

No other nominations were made.  The President moved for the vote of affirmation to 

elect Roseanne Cordell for the position.  The motion was carried. 

 

II. Report of the Teaching Committee 

 

Douglas Agbetsiafa chairs the teaching committee with Cheri Brown, Rosanne Cordell, 

Meryll Domina, Salina Oudghiri, and PN Saksena as members.  The Chair reported the 

preliminary results of a survey that was conducted due to the decision to discontinue the 

use of scantron machines for processing the teaching evaluations. Each unit of the 

university was surveyed to find out what mechanism the units use, how they administer 

the instrument and tabulate results, how the units communicate the results, when the 



instrument they use was last revised, and what were the intended uses of the information 

from the instrument.  Additional comments were also solicited from the respondents.  A 

response rate of 88 percent was obtained.  Two units have not returned the survey. 

 

The committee found the following:   

 

a. Type of TCE:  43 percent uses traditional; 30 percent uses email; 27 percent 

uses other forms of evaluations 

b. Administration: 52 percent uses students; 24 percent uses the web web; 16 

percent uses staff; 6 percent uses other faculty 

c. Tabulation: 48 percent uses staff; 28 percent uses IT/scantron; 16 percent uses 

automatic (i.e., web based); 8 percent uses other 

 d. Communicating results:  75 percent states the results are returned to faculty; 25 

 e. Revised: 36 percent made revisions less than 2 years; 28 percent made revisions 

in the last 3-5years; 28 percent revised within 6-10 years; 6 percent made revisions more 

than 10 years ago 

 f. Intended uses:  28 percent intends to use the results for faculty advancement; 22 

percent uses them for program improvement; 17 percent for salary decisions; 11 percent 

for annual reviews; 8 percent for program review; 6 percent for teaching awards 

 

The Chair informed the body that the results including the comments will be on 

file in UCET library after the presentation of the final results this semester.  Dave 

Vollrath added that the Indiana Higher Education Commission is very much interested in 

how we measure student learning.  This is what is being documented by other Senate 

committees. 

 

II. Report from R and D Committee 
 

The Research and Development Committee informed the body about the decision of IU 

to eliminate significant funding for research for the regional campuses.  In response, the 

R and D committee prepared a statement to reconsider the position.  Before discussion 

Dave stated that he already forwarded this concern to the UFC agenda council. Salina 

Schrofel announced that the Office of Research made a report about the usage and value 

of the research money. VC Alfred Guillaume has taken up the issue with the 

administration at Bloomington and it is being discussed.  It was decided that a statement 

will be forwarded to the UFC for consideration on this matter.   

 

The statement read as follows: 

  

It has come to the attention of the IUSB Research & Development Committee that 

significant research funding formerly available to the regional campuses will no longer 

be available. We deplore the recent decision by the central administration to eliminate all 

of the funding opportunities under the Intercampus Research Program. This program 

included the Intercampus Research Travel Grants, the Intercampus Research Fund, the 

Research Project Initiation Grants, the Undergraduate Research Fund and the Research 

Support Fund.  Our campus received a total of $118,000 from all of these funds over the 



last 10 years, including $4000 each year toward the SMART Summer Fellowship 

Program and partial funding of our successful Seed Grant Program which has resulted 

in over $400,000 of external funding for our faculty.  

 

The elimination of this program was accomplished without consultation with the regional 

campuses and ignores the positive impact that such funding has had on IU South Bend’s 

faculty and students. Furthermore, the establishment of new funding programs available 

only to faculty on the Bloomington and Indianapolis campuses—announced recently in 

the Research at Indiana University newsletter published by the Office of the Vice 

President for Research—appears to be inequitable and establishes a negative precedent. 

This unilateral decision is not in spirit with the recent campus mission differentiation 

report that speaks of the importance of research on all campuses and the report’s 

commendation of IUSB’s commitment to undergraduate research. 

 

We recommend that our displeasure be brought to the attention of the IU University 

Faculty Council. It is our hope that such funding will be reinstated and that our campus 

be included in future discussion of such matters. 

 

This statement was moved for endorsement and was approved. 

 

III. Administrative and Officer Reports 

 

VC for Information Technology, Pat Ames reported updates from last Senate meeting’s 

question on how IT student fees are spent and to consider funding departmental-specific 

projects. Forty thousand dollars from student tech fees were set aside and will be spent 

for funding several grant proposals.  Over the summer, RFPs were distributed soliciting 

proposals from different units relative to their technology related purposes.  The office 

received 17 proposals for grants to fund $104,000 worth of equipment and software.  

Peter Bushnell and Pat Ames reviewed proposals. All grant proposals were approved 

with full or partial support. The funds were distributed to the Arts, Library, Student 

Academic Support Services, Writing Center, Chemistry, World Languages, Physics, 

English, Mathematics, Biology, Education, Disabled Student Services, and Computer 

Science. 

 

Vice Chancellor Schafer updated the Senate on the developments at the Elkhart Campus. 

She said that she is in constant meeting with the Redevelopment Commission over at 

Elkhart.  Elkhart Truth reports that the city will give us the land (1 acre) for a new 

campus over there. It will be a $2.5 million dollar project.  Shovel will go on the ground 

by March 2006. 

 

IV. Announcements 

 

A. President’s Reports: 

- Committees are asked to take efforts to take minutes and post them so that there is 

reference for the Higher Education Commission team. Documentation is very 



important.  If the committees will forward copies to the Executive Committee, Scott 

Opasik will be asked to post them at the website. 

- Senate Executive Committee took up recruitment, nominations and replacements 

for various positions in the Senate committees.   

- The Mission Differentiation project was the major focus of the UFC discussions 

including the fact that research support should match the campus mission. UFC 

representatives are very comfortable with voicing concerns about the research issue. 

In some other campus, the UFC representatives have voiced concerns over the 

chancellor having to redefine the campus as teaching first. Mission Differentiation 

project is getting people thinking in new ways. 

- Today is still a campaign drive for Katrina and donation is a dollar 

 

B. Other Announcements: 

- Annual theme for the campus is he Body and several activities have been lined up.  

Information packets were distributed. 

- One Book, One Project is asking for volunteer as discussants. Please 

advice Julie if you are interested. 

- Activities for the Theme:  Logo competition where the SGA is giving 

$100 dollars.  Logo entries are due by October 1st 

- The list of activities is updated in the website and will be updated from 

time to time. 

- There are sample syllabi for this theme. Database of book titles or other 

media is also available related to the campus theme. To access, use “body” (sign-in) 

and “mutable” (password) 

- Spring:  funding from SGA, School of Art, and LAS for the film showing 

- Any other suggestions are welcome 

- Joe Chaney (Gen. Ed) will be meeting with various units and in October 

workshops will be conducted in the common core areas in coordination with UCET.  

Workshops will also be conducted for those teaching the common core areas. 

- IUSB Students who helped in the Hurricane Katrina Relief Efforts in New 

Orleans arrived today. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:55 


