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Understanding and Managing Challenging Behaviors 
Workshops 

Cathy Pratt, director of the Institute’s Indiana Resource Center 
for Autism, will be the featured presenter at a series of full-day 
workshops that provide affordable and localized training for 
those working with students who engage in challenging 
behaviors.  
 
These workshops are relevant for certified and non-certified 
staff, including general and special educators, 
paraprofessionals, school psychologists, behavior consultants 
and interested others. Content is practical, based on ongoing 
experience in the field, and addresses students with various 
disabilities, including autism spectrum disorders across grade 
levels. The hope is that those attending can walk away with 
ideas that can be implemented immediately and that are 
evidence-based. Many of these strategies work with students 
without disabilities as well. 
 
Participants will gain knowledge and skills related to: 

 Handling and de-escalating crisis situations as they 
occur; 

 Gaining a better understanding of factors (e.g., setting 
events, antecedents, consequences) which 
enhance/create behavioral issues;  

 Developing behavior intervention plans; 

 Utilizing strategies for reducing problematic behaviors, 
including teaching alternative skills; 

 Using instructional strategies and accommodations 
that support learning across settings and across grade 
levels; 

 Working in collaboration with families. 

Registration fee is $65.00 per person. All registrations are 
processed online by IU Conferences. Click for more about site 
dates and locations. For content questions, contact Cathy Pratt, 
BCBA-D at prattc@indiana.edu or (812) 855-6508. 
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It's Election Season, Do You Know Your Rights? 

Election season is upon us, and that means there is a LOT of 
information you need to have the best voting experience 
possible. The Indiana Institute has developed a guide to 
votingthat provides links to some of the great resources 
developed by the members of the Indiana Developmental 
Disability Network. Network members include the Indiana 
Institute, Indiana Disability Rights, and the Governor’s Council 
for People with Disabilities. 
 
Here you will find information on how to check and see if you 
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are registered, how to register, what your rights are as a voter in 
Indiana, what poll workers are told about accessibility, and 
much more. You will also find links to resources about the 
disability rights movement and the work that has been done, 
both in the U.S. and internationally to ensure equal rights for 
people of all abilities.  
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Welcome Loretta Hutchison 

Loretta Hutchison joined the Indiana Institute’s administrative IT 
staff as an Information System Analyst. She will provide 
services to Institute faculty and staff in their work to support 
persons with disabilities in Indiana schools and communities. 
 
Hutchison comers to the Institute from IU’s University 
Information Technology Systems (UITS) where she was part of 
the newly formed Enterprise Business Intelligence team. There 
she concentrated her efforts primarily on data research, 
discovery, reconciliation, reporting, and visualization.  

 

 

  

 

EEMG Year 3 Evaluation 

Staff of the Institute’s Early Childhood Center (ECC) have 
begun Year 3 of its four-year evaluation of Indiana’s Early 
Education Matching Grant (EEMG). The EEMG is one of 
Indiana’s two pilot programs providing state funded high quality 
preschool for low income four-year-olds. The purpose of the 
evaluation is to assess EEMG’s impact on children and families 
and identify program and classroom factors that may have the 
greatest impact. Over the next three weeks, ECC staff will be 
visiting 22 programs and their 57 classrooms to gather 
enrollment data on an estimated 500 children. Once this 
information is collected, ECC staff will return to the programs 
and begin collecting initial assessment data on children, 
families, and the classrooms. A report of the Year 2 evaluation 
results is forthcoming. 

 

 

  

 

How Byron Smith Schooled the Educators 

Jane Harlan-Simmons, research associate with the Institute’s 
Center on Aging and Community, recently penned about Byron 
Smith, the first student visually impaired to attend elementary 
school in Bloomington 60 years ago. Smith went on to a career 
in radio broadcasting at Indiana University. Click to access this 
article. 
 
This article was written as part of the Indiana Disability History 
Project, an initiative of the Indiana Institute on Disability and 
Community and the Indiana Governor’s Council for People with 
Disabilities. Photographs courtesy of Byron K. Smith. This 
article appeared in Bloomington's Herald-Times newspaper on 
August 1, 2016. 
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TEACCH Training Follow-Up 

The Indiana Resource Center for Autism (IRCA), in 
collaboration with University of North Carolina TEACCH 
Program, RISE Learning Center, and Southside Special 
Services recently hosted the TEACCH 5-Day Classroom 
Training at RISE Learning Center, Indianapolis, IN. 
  
This was the 9th year that IRCA and UNC TEACCH Program 
have conducted this training in Indiana and plans are in the 
works to host the training again in Indianapolis in June 
2017.  During the first two days of this course, 30 participants 
work collaboratively with five members of the TEACCH® 
training team to set up a classroom with a focus on the physical 
structure, individual schedules, work systems, and structured 
tasks for five students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). 
Beginning mid-week, the participants observed and worked 
directly with these students in the classroom. 
  
An emphasis is placed on the use of Structured TEACCH®ing 
principles to teach children and adolescents with ASD skills in 
the areas of academics (literacy and numeracy), 
communication, independence, social and leisure, vocational, 
relaxation, and coping strategies. The training includes 
presentations, small group discussions, model classroom 
activities, and hands-on experiences. 
Participant feedback about their experiences included: 

 “I am filled with hope and excitement and cannot wait 
to share that with colleagues and parents. I cannot 
thank you all enough.” 

 “Invaluable! The students were the very best teachers! 
I appreciated having the opportunity to work with three 
very different students at three very different levels.” 

 “I so appreciate putting what we learn right into action 
with real life students! I thought this was an extremely 
valuable component of the week!” 

 “Group discussions were AWESOME. This was a 
great way for thoughts and ideas to be exchanged and 
for me to be challenged to think outside of my box.” 

Past participants (parents, educators, professionals) have been 
from Indiana, and many states in the U.S., Canada, and 
overseas. For more information about this training, 
contact Catherine Davies, educational consultant and TEACCH 
® Certified Advanced Consultant via e-mail 
at daviesc@indiana.edu. 
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Webinar on Building Gauges to Measure National 
Progress on Transition Outcomes 

The Autism Special Interest Group (SIG), a working group of 
the Association of University Centers On Disabilities (AUCD) 
will host a free webinar on Wednesday, August 31, 2016, 12:00 
p.m. - 1:00 p.m. (ET), focusing on the high rate of 
unemployment and underemployment among individuals on the 
autism spectrum.  
 
Paul Shattuck, founder of the National Autism Data Center, will 
describe the Center's activities with special emphasis on 
national indicators related to transition. Participants will learn 
about the range of information products available through Dr. 
Shattuck's center and plans for additional transition research 
projects. Shattuck's team reports that young adults on the 
autism spectrum often have worse employment outcomes in the 
first few years after high school than do peers who have other 
types of disabilities. Laura Ivanova Smith will provide a personal 
perspective on transition planning and employment. Click to 
register for this webinar. 
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Library Corner 

 Conroy, H., & Goes, L. J. (2016). Revolutionary 
grandparents: Generations healing autism with love and 
hope. New York: Skyhorse Publishing. 

This book is 180 pages of advice and love from 22 grandmothers 
and grandfathers who have either moved in with their children or 
have dramatically altered their life in order to become more active 
members of their children and grandchildren's life. The 
grandparents in these stories share a glimpse into their lives not 
only to record the progress of their grandchildren but also as a 
way to offer advice, hope and compassion to others who may be 
going through the same, oftentimes difficult, journey. Their unique 
voice offers a point of view that is a step removed from the 
sometimes overwhelming fear and uncertainty that often comes 
with being a parent whose child is diagnosed on the spectrum. 
Their words of awe and support as they watch their own children 
parent a child with autism is a comforting testament to the power 
of positivity. 

 Kraus, J. D. (2015). The Aspie college, work & travel 
survival guide. Arlington, TX: Future Horizons, Inc. 

This book offers 236 pages of guidance on transitioning from high 
school to adult life, not only to higher education and/or the 
workforce, but also travel tips when visiting a foreign country or a 
large city and tips on family emergencies and ill health. Written by 
a young man with Asperger syndrome, the author offers his 
personal experience of life as an "Aspie." Its uplifting message is 
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encouraging for other Aspies who are nearing the end of public 
school life and beginning to answer the question, "What's next?" 
More than half of the book covers the end of high school, 
planning for college, and college life. It discusses the different 
types of colleges and costs, applying to colleges and 
scholarships, study tips, and graduation. The chapters that follow 
cover topics such as building a resume, interviewing tips, and 
accepting a position. Toward the end of the book, the author 
highlights concerns for an Aspie regarding domestic and 
international travel as well as topics on families and emergency 
situations. 
 
These new materials may be borrowed from the Center for 
Disability Information and Referral (CeDIR) at the Institute. To 
check out materials, contact the library at 800-437-7924, send an 
e-mail to cedir@indiana.edu, or visit us at 1905 North Range 
Road in Bloomington.  
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