
Academic Council Minutes 

April 12, 2007 

 

Present:  Widman, Aniskiewicz, Kintzele, Calhoon, Cameron, T. Sehr, Sciame, Pati, Dibie, 

Roales, Stachacz, Cantu, Cass, Stroman; Guest:  Pennington 

 

1. Pennington gave us an update on projects.  The main topic was updating to Office 2007 

this year and Vista next year and how and when to train everyone.  The consensus was to 

move forward with converting classrooms and to provide ongoing support for faculty 

with the expectation that all faculty desk tops will be converted to 2007 by the end of the 

2007-2008 academic year.  

2. Green talked about becoming a laptop campus (faculty and students).   He asked for 

representatives from each school/division, students, and staff to form a task force to 

explore how this could be accomplished and to develop a plan to submit to the 

chancellor. He noted that this would include a faculty development component regarding 

the use of laptops in the classroom.  

3.  Green talked about mid-term grades.  Many faculty do not turn them in.  Should we be 

doing mid-term grades any longer?  We need to re-look at the process and see how we 

can get the info to the advisors during the 7
th
 week so they can discuss low grades with 

the students while there is still time to help them. It was decided that S. Giesecke and N. 

Pati would put together a small task force and make a recommendation for next fall that 

would address the engagement goals for mid-term grades using the learning communities 

and precluding the use of the current mid-term grade practice.  

4. Sehr discussed summer school enrollment.  As of yesterday our total credit hours are 

above summer I 2006, but the hours are below budget.  We do have some low enrolled 

classes.  The group discussed the deans’ role in designing a program for their summer 

classes that maximizes enrollment. It also had a preliminary discussion about how to 

budget summer school to put more direct responsibility for its success on the deans, as 

well as providing resource sharing for programs that exceed expectations..    

5. Stroman discussed a handout regarding the “Ultimate Road Trip” presentation for 

orientation.  There is no cost for it and it has gotten good reviews.  The group suggested 

this move forward.  

6. The book for orientation reading has been chosen.  It is Journey from the Land of No and 

a portion of the authors’ fee will be paid for out of the Addison Locke Roche fund.  

Students found last year’s program too formal so this year it will be a more informal 

event.  

7. Green mentioned budget issues.  Chancellor Person has indicated that a discussion of the 

budget will be postponed until after the Board takes action on the university budget, 

including setting tuition and fees.  The earliest that can occur will be May 15.  Green also 

observed that we need to redirect funds that are not being used in beneficial ways.  He is 

working move additional funds into the SPEA budget for 2007-2008 and he also needs to 

put resources into Nursing so that tenure-track and tenured faculty may have reassigned 

time for their scholarly activities.  

8. Our campus will be a smoke-free campus beginning August 13; the campus will provide 

smoking cessation classes for those who wish to take them.   Discussions of how we will 

enforce this policy are ongoing.      



9. Facilities:  The LEC is moving in August to the Library.  CE will move upstairs.  The 

East Building will have an 80 seat lecture hall and the OY is being renovated to have a 62 

seat lecture hall.  Most art classes will move the early Outreach Building in August. 

Nursing classes will utilize the East Building and OY lecture halls M, T, & W until 

4:00pm.  KE103 – the goal is to finish by this fall but it may have to wait until next 

summer.  Asbestos abatement is moving forward.  The Cabinet will take up a 

recommendation for expanding the Early Childhood Education Center within the current 

CE facility.       

 


