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These remarkable biographies are a testament to the wonderfully warm, 
collegial relationships at IU Bloomington. 

Each of the profiles within this publication was written by a colleague 
of the retiring faculty member. Each conveys beautifully the dedication, 
contributions, and spirit of the individual. Each displays an intimate 
knowledge of the faculty member’s body of work. And each reveals 
the depth of admiration that these incredible scholars and teachers 
have inspired. 

I offer my most sincere thanks to our writers for taking the time to craft 
these thoughtful and detailed biographies. You have done a great service 
to the IU Bloomington community in honoring the service of your friends.  

Lauren Robel
Provost, Indiana University Bloomington

A thank you to our writers
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and Brain Sciences, College of Arts and 
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Studies, Global and International 
Studies
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Senior Lecturer and Director of 
Undergraduate Programs, School of 
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African Diaspora Studies, Professor of 
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John Steinmetz
Director and State Geologist, Indiana 
Geological Survey, and Senior Scientist, 
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Arts and Sciences
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Linguistics, College of Arts and Sciences
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Dean for Instruction, Jacobs School of 
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Ruth N. Halls Professor of Fine Arts and 
Director of the Center for Integrative 
Photographic Studies, Henry Radford 
Hope School of Fine Arts
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After 36 years of dedicated service, 
Jackie Byrd has retired from Indiana 
University Libraries. A highly successful 
and well-regarded faculty member, 
Jackie has been a significant contributor 
of catalog records and has helped guide 
the evolution of cataloging within IU 
Libraries and the profession at large. 
 Jackie began her career in the IU 
Libraries in 1979. After completing her 
master’s degree in library science from 
Indiana University, she was appointed 
original cataloger for Slavic and East 
European language monographs, a 
position she held from 1986 to 1999. 
From 1999 until her retirement in 
November 2015, she held the position 
of head of the Area Studies Cataloging 
Section, with an interim position 
heading Acquisitions from 2001 to 2002. 
Jackie achieved full librarian status 
in 2011. In 2014 she was awarded the 
well-deserved William Evans Jenkins 
Librarian Award in recognition of her 
outstanding contributions to Indiana 
University and the profession.
 Many colleagues have used the 
word “spearheading” when describing 
Jackie’s involvement in positive change. 
Her initiative and leadership have 
transitioned the Libraries’ Technical 
Services Department in terms of 
standards, technology adoption, and 
even physical space. Jackie is credited 
with leading a team responsible for the 
IU Libraries’ successful implementation 
of the new Resource Description and 
Access (RDA) cataloging standard that 
was a major milestone for the cataloging 
community. This work required 
extensive research and comprehension 
of the standard and the organization 
of training sessions for staff members 
in Technical Services as well as public 
service areas at IU Libraries. She even 
extended this service to other libraries in 
the state. Her rigorous assessment and 
project management skills resulted in 
two successful migrations of data to new 
integrated library systems, as well as 
several upgrades of those systems over 
the years. Beginning in 2010, Jackie was 
an active participant in the development 
of a new open-source integrated library 
system, Kuali OLE (Open Library 
Environment). Her role involved 
communicating user needs, testing 
new development work, and creating 

documentation for the project. In 
addition to these technological changes, 
she led a well-organized physical move 
of the Technical Services Department for 
a remodeling project from 2012 to 2013. 
 With interests in both cataloging 
and Slavic languages, Jackie was an 
ongoing, active member in organizations 
within the American Library Association 
that are dedicated to cataloging and 
library technical services as well 
as Slavic and Eastern European 
librarianship. She served on various 
committees in these organizations and 
organized successful programs and 
presentations at conferences. For the 
Slavic and East European Section of the 
Association of College and Research 
Libraries, Jackie served as secretary 
from 2001 through 2009. In this role 
she supported improved communication 
within the community, including 
creating a directory of Slavic librarians 
at U.S. and international institutions 
and maintaining the website for the 
Slavic Cataloging Manual. She also 
informed the group on cataloging issues, 
such as the incorporation of Slavic 
scripts and the encoding of various 
dialects in library catalog records.
 Her service to IU Libraries includes 
holding numerous positions on the 
Bloomington Libraries Faculty Council 
(BLFC), search and screen committees, 
and promotion and tenure committees 
for librarians. In addition to serving 
on and chairing several BLFC standing 
and ad-hoc committees, she served two 
terms as the head of the council. Her 
colleagues praised her as “one of the 
pillars of the [university library] faculty 
governance system.” Of note was her 
role as one of two primary drafters 
of the current promotion and tenure 
process for IU Bloomington librarians, 
to improve alignment with other 
campus faculty.
 As new faculty and staff have joined 
the IU Libraries over the years, Jackie 
has been a highly supportive colleague, 
sharing her time and experience to bring 
us onboard and anticipating our needs 
before we were even aware of them 
ourselves. I am particularly grateful 
to Jackie for introducing me to the 
history and current culture of cataloging 
across the many IU campuses, for 
bringing me up to speed on the OLE 

development project, and for sharing 
the many policies and procedures she 
responsibly documented over the years. 
Her entire staff has great admiration, 
appreciation, and respect for Jackie’s 
accomplishments as a cataloger and 
a manager.
 Jackie is still in the Bloomington 
area and has been adjusting well to her 
new retirement status. The faculty and 
staff at the IU Libraries, particularly in 
Technical Services, wish her all the best 
and thank her wholeheartedly for her 
professional dedication and leadership 
that has served us so well for more than 
three decades. 

 Amy Bailey

Jacqueline Byrd
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David K. Frasier

On November 13, David K. Frasier 
retired from his position as reference 
librarian of the Lilly Library. As well as 
exemplifying the very best qualities of 
librarianship, Dave is also a successful 
scholar in the field of popular culture 
and a valued friend and colleague.
 Dave has worked for the IU 
Libraries for 33 years, beginning in 1982 
at the Kinsey Institute, where he was 
head of Technical Services from 1984 to 
1988 and actively worked on building 
the Kinsey’s collections. He then spent 
21 years as a reference librarian at the 
Herman B Wells Library, where many 
of his former colleagues still tell tales 
of his legendary quips and antics. In 
2008 Dave transferred to the Lilly 
Library, where he has been the reference 
librarian and beloved member of the 
Public Services Department.
 In his many years of reference 
work, Dave has represented the best of 
what reference librarianship can and 
should be, acting not as a gatekeeper of 
knowledge but as a guide to navigating 
the infernos and paradises of the 
research journey. Thousands of student 
essays, dissertations, articles, and books 
owe thanks to Dave’s tireless research 
efforts. He is one of the last, great 
old-school reference librarians around, 
and his dedication and staggering 
knowledge can never be replaced. 
His coworkers at the Lilly Library are 
continually amazed at the stream of 
library patrons from over the decades 
who praise Dave’s learnedness and 
willingness to help. In 2005, he received 
the Angel Award, which “honors service 
beyond the call of duty [for] outstanding 
service to graduate students and faculty 
in the Herman B Wells Library.” Dave 
is also a rare example of a librarian 
who understands reference, public 
service, cataloging, and how all of these 
areas combine to provide outstanding 
service to researchers. In addition 
to his work processing the Kinsey 
collections, he recently completed the 
monumental task of processing the Lilly 
Library’s Thomas T. Solley Collection of 
Automotive and Motoring Literature.
 Dave has had brushes with fame 
after befriending legendary exploitation 
director Russ Meyer. Dave wrote the 
definitive bio-bibliography of Meyer 
(Russ Meyer—The Life and Films) 

and also completed and edited Meyer’s 
three-volume autobiography, A Clean 
Breast: The Life and Loves of Russ 
Meyer. Dave also authored three 
monumental works of morbid reference. 
The first, Suicide in the Entertainment 
Industry: An Encyclopedia of 840 
Twentieth Century Cases, was named 
by film director John Waters as one of 
his six favorite books of all time and 
was shown in Waters’s film A Dirty 
Shame. The second, Murder Cases of 
the Twentieth Century: Biographies 
and Bibliographies of 280 Convicted 
or Accused Killers, was selected by 
the ALA as an Outstanding Reference 
Source of 1997. The third, Show 
Business Homicides: An Encyclopedia, 
1908–2009, completes a trilogy of 
crime reference volumes that have 
no peers. Other publications include 
innumerable reviews for Choice and 
ARBA (American Reference Books 
Annual) and a memorial essay in the 
booklet included with the Arrow Films 
release of a collection of Russ Meyer’s 
films. Dave currently maintains a blog 
(davidkfrasier.blogspot.com) discussing 
the dark complexities of famous 
celebrity suicides and murders.
 How many mild-mannered 
librarians can say they’ve shaken 
hands with serial killer John Wayne 
Gacy? Dave Frasier has done that and 
much more. His research skills are 
unparalleled, and his scholarly works 
have made a significant and lasting 
contribution to both film studies and the 
study of crime in popular culture. Dave’s 
charm, erudition, and razor-sharp wit 
have won him friends not only in Russ 
Meyer but also in John Waters, Kenneth 
Anger, and Nicolas Winding Refn. 
Although Dave has hobnobbed with 
the wealthy and the weird, he remains 
a humble man and counts among his 
friends an eclectic range of folks from all 
walks of life. He speaks often of his time 
as a young man working in a furniture 
warehouse in Evansville, Indiana, and 
his work ethic and easy charm have 
carried him through a fascinating career 
path. His retirement party at the Lilly 
Library drew a crowd of visitors from all 
over the campus—from fellow librarians 
to faculty to staff members from a 
wide variety of campus services—all 
bringing with them tales of what Dave 

has meant to them. One group that 
Dave has especially touched includes 
the many student employees with whom 
he has worked over the years, for whom 
Dave has been a mentor and a model 
of untraditional librarianship and 
scholarship. Many of these students 
are now successful librarians and 
scholars themselves. For young people 
who don’t quite fit into conventional 
categories, Dave is not just an 
inspiration but a lifeline.
 Every person who has worked 
closely with Dave over the past 33 years 
has at least one story to tell about him. 
He is a legendary character and odd 
in the best way possible—someone 
who is a fully developed, charismatic, 
unique individual who follows no path 
but his own. But what is perhaps most 
memorable about Dave—and what his 
colleagues at the Lilly Library and all 
over campus will miss most—is his 
profound kindness. Please join me 
in thanking Dave and wishing him a 
peaceful, happy retirement!

 Rebecca Baumann
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Luise Prior McCarty 

Luise Prior McCarty came to Indiana 
University as an assistant professor of 
philosophy of education in the fall of 
1991. She arrived from Georgia State 
University, where she held a similar 
position for one year  after completing 
her Ph.D. at Florida State University 
under the guidance of Jim McMillan, 
an eminent scholar in the field. She 
was promoted to associate professor 
at IU in 1997 and held affiliate or
adjunct positions in IU’s Department 
of Philosophy, West European 
Studies Program, and Institute for 
European Studies. 
 Raised in Wettringen, Germany, 
she earned a diploma in youth and adult 
education from the Fachhochschule 
München in 1979. She first came to 
the United States to complete a Master 
of Social Work degree at Florida State 
University in 1982. Then she returned 
to work in Germany as co-director 
of the School Program for Verein für 
Internationale Jugendarbeit in Munich 
from 1983 to 1986.
 A major focus of Luise’s 
philosophical expertise is the 
epistemology of education and 
educational research. Her teaching and 
research at IU have also consistently 
involved the use and interpretation of 
continental philosophy and pragmatism 
as they are relevant to conceptions of 
and issues in education. She is especially 
recognized for her application of the 
philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein 
to educational matters. Of particular 
importance, she uses her philosophical 
expertise to address the conceptual 
and epistemological dimensions 
of the implications of feminism, 
multiculturalism, and constructivism 
for education. Luise also teaches the 
School of Education’s doctoral course in 
aesthetics, which has been of particular 
value to graduate students in the art 
education program as well as to students 
in other programs who have an interest 
in the artistic and creative dimensions 
of education.
 When Luise served as associate 
dean for graduate studies in the School 
of Education from 2000 to 2003, 
her career took an important new 
direction. She involved herself in the 
administration and improvement of 
graduate programs in the school, and 

also refocused her research on the 
scholarly study of higher education, 
particularly at the doctoral level. 
In administration, she was deeply 
involved in the further development 
of an electronic application for 
graduate programs well in advance of 
the university’s development of such 
a system. This application system 
and the accompanying student data 
system enabled the school to improve 
the efficiency of its administrative 
and faculty review and monitoring 
procedures and to develop helpful 
new analyses of the school’s graduate 
programs, applicants, and students. 
An equally important aspect of Luise’s 
administrative work in graduate studies 
was her emphasis on student guidance 
and mentoring. She helped the school 
and its programs develop more effective 
ways of advising students and of 
recognizing faculty members for their 
accomplishments in the mentoring of 
graduate students.
 As a result of her work as associate 
dean, she became involved in the 
Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate 
from 2002 to 2006. This initiative was 
an effort to study doctoral programs 
in six fields and develop innovations 
to improve their effectiveness. Indiana 
University was one of six major 
institutions involved in the initiative 
in the field of education. With her 
colleagues in the school, Luise carried 
out a review of doctoral programs and 
then designed and instituted several 
model innovations to enhance the 
quality, coherence, and meaningfulness 
of doctoral education at IU and in 
other institutions. This experience, her 
heightened interest and involvement 
in European Studies at Indiana 
University, and her appointment as a 
visiting research professor at Hiroshima 
University in Japan enabled her to 
develop a research program on doctoral 
education in the international context.
 In the past several years, Luise 
developed, taught, and supervised 
a successful new undergraduate 
course in the philosophy of education, 
Introduction to Educational Thought. 
This course meets both general 
education requirements of the university 
and requirements of the School of 
Education’s teacher preparation 

programs. It provides students with an 
intellectually rich acquaintance with 
some of the most important authors 
and ideas in the field and how they 
apply to basic issues in schooling 
and education policy. It also provides 
a model for other institutions of 
how philosophy of education can 
be rigorously and successfully 
incorporated into undergraduate 
teacher education programs.
 Luise’s record of service to the 
school and university is particularly 
impressive. In addition to her 
continuing, valuable work in graduate 
and undergraduate programs, she has 
been a highly productive contributor to 
international programs in the School 
of Education and across the campus. 
Given her commitment to student 
mentoring, she has a reputation for 
excellent advising and counseling of 
graduate students. She has been the 
coordinator of two graduate programs 
in her department. In her final year, 
she agreed to be the interim chair of the 
department. And she continues to be a 
gracious and intellectually supportive 
host to a wide variety of faculty members 
and doctoral students who have come to 
IU as visiting scholars from Asia 
and Europe. 
 Luise McCarty plans to return to 
her native Germany after her retirement, 
where she will rejoin her mother, sister, 
other family members, and friends.

 Barry Bull
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Suzanne Mudge

Suzanne Mudge came to the Archives 
of Traditional Music (ATM) in 1994 
from a position as assistant librarian 
at the Music Library of the University 
of Minnesota in Minneapolis, where 
she earned a dual master’s degree in 
musicology and library science. She 
began her work at ATM as the assistant 
librarian and had the challenging 
task of adapting her training in the 
cataloging of classical music scores and 
sound recordings to the cataloging of 
ethnographic sound recordings. At the 
time of her hiring, ATM had begun the 
process of cataloging its collections in 
a standard library format that would 
allow them to be discovered in both the 
IUCAT catalog system and in the OCLC 
Worldcat system. In 1998, she became 
head of library and technical services at 
ATM and assumed supervision of library 
functions that included both reference 
and cataloging. Here she continued 
and expanded the high standards of 
her predecessor, Mary Bucknum, and 
positioned ATM’s method of cataloging 
to be a model for other ethnographic 
sound collections. Given the special 
nature of ATM collections, much of 
Suzanne’s work was original cataloging 
of unique collections, name and 
subject authority work for performers, 
and terms that were not yet officially 
recognized in library databases. 
 Suzanne also served as the curator 
of the Hoagy Carmichael Collection 
at the ATM, the largest collection of 
Carmichael materials in the world. 
These materials range from sound 
recordings to scores, photographs, and 
even furniture. In the late 1990s, she 
assisted in one of the first large-scale 
digitization projects of what was then 
the Digital Libraries unit at Indiana 
University. This project put hundreds 
of images and a sampling of sound 
recordings online. She continued 
to serve as the resident expert on 
Carmichael materials and worked with 
many scholars doing research on the 
famous Bloomington native. Suzanne 
was promoted to the rank of associate 
librarian and earned tenure in 2000. 
 She was also well known for 
organizing a semi-annual record sale at 
the ATM. Her diligent work attempting 
to get caught up with the backlog of 
uncataloged commercial recordings at 

ATM always led her to find duplicates 
and out-of-scope recordings. These 
excess recordings, often numbering 
in the hundreds, became the source of 
much-anticipated record sales that were 
open to the public.
 Recently, Suzanne has focused on 
cataloging ATM’s vast collection of 78 
RPM discs. Notably, she and her staff 
cataloged a collection of 3,390 discs 
from Latin America recorded between 
the 1920s and the 1970s. This work 
included the creation of over 1,500 new 
name authority records for composers 
and performers. This means that 
these individuals will be less obscure 
and these authority records will serve 
catalogers of Latin American collections 
in the future. She also supervised the 
cataloging of hundreds of discs recorded 
by the Gennett Company. Funded by 
the Grammy Foundation in partnership 
with the Starr-Gennett Foundation of 
Richmond, Indiana, the catalog of these 
historically important recordings can 
now be readily discovered through the 
IU library.
 In her time at ATM, Suzanne has 
assisted visiting and long-distance 
patrons from all over the world who 
have made requests to see or listen to 
some of the nearly 100,000 recordings 
held by the ATM. She created the 
first ATM website, managed it for 
over a decade, and gave numerous 
presentations to visitors and IU classes. 
She trained close to 100 library students 
in the work of archival and ethnographic 
collections cataloging and reference 
support. Many of these students 
have gone on to become librarians 
and curators at institutions around 
the country, including the Library of 
Congress and numerous university 
libraries. David Lewis, a former student 
librarian at ATM who went on to a 
job as curator of collections at the 
Birthplace of Country Music Museum, 
reflected, “What I really appreciated 
about Suzanne was that she treated 
many of her hourly student employees 
like junior colleagues, allowing us to 
create or approach projects on our own 
terms while being there to help us sort 
out weird numbering conundrums or 
complex documentation mysteries. Her 
confidence and encouragement helped 
me to land my first postgraduate school 

job doing similar work to the work I did 
at ATM.”
 Suzanne has been a performer of 
Renaissance period music on the viol 
and has maintained a special interest in 
the early music of Latin America. She 
has studied Tibetan for many years and 
volunteered regularly at the Tibetan 
Mongolian Buddhist Cultural Center. 
She is also an avid gardener, planting 
fruit trees and growing a large vegetable 
garden each year.
 Archivists work to make sense of 
what someone else left behind and to 
describe it in a way that helps people 
find it. It takes a special kind of person 
to devote their careers to preserving the 
cultural artifacts of the lives of others. 
The collections of the ATM rarely 
document the lives of people who will be 
famous or even known by name. They 
document the lives of people beyond 
the margins of power and history. 
Suzanne’s career has been immeasurably 
important to the lives of people and 
cultures whose documented existence 
provides a counter-narrative to the 
dominant histories of our time. Her high 
standards for cataloging have been one 
of the reasons that ATM is known and 
admired by sound archivists and cultural 
heritage specialists around the world.

 Alan R. Burdette



 Angela Courtney



SAS® and Statistical Analyses

SAS® 1-2-3

 Jack Cummings
Dan Mueller



New York Times Washington Post
National Geographic Sports Illustrated
O the Oprah Magazine Louisville 
Courier-Journal BBC

Redeeming Calcutta: A Portrait 
of India’s Imperial Capital Images 
of a Journey: India in Diaspora

Living Faith: Inside the Muslim World of 
Southeast Asia

The Vietnamese Cookbook Land of 
the Ascending Dragon: Rediscovering 
Vietnam

St. Petersburg (Russia)

The Public House: An Enduring 
British Institution

Wisconsin State Journal 

National Geographic

National 
Geographic

 Jack Dvorak
 David H. Weaver



 Shanker Krishnan



Scott O’Bryan



Journal of Personality 
and Social Psychology

Edward R. Hirt



R e t i r i n g  F a c u l t y  /  3 1

Elliot Sperling

One of the world’s leading historians 
of Tibet and Tibet-China relations, a 
MacArthur Fellow, and a relentless 
advocate for human rights, Elliot 
Sperling is retiring from IU after 29 
years on the faculty in the Department of 
Central Eurasian Studies, seven of which 
he served as department chair. 
 Born and raised in New York 
City to a family that underscored the 
importance of education, hard work, 
modesty, and social responsibility, 
Elliot developed a political and social 
awareness from a very young age. 
Attending Queens College in the early 
1970s at the height of the counterculture 
movement only served to kindle in 
him a youthful idealism that was never 
extinguished. While in college, Elliot 
traveled widely. An overland journey 
from Istanbul to Delhi with stops in the 
fabled cities of Erzurum, Tabriz, Tehran, 
and Herat fueled his passion for the 
study of faraway lands. A short sojourn 
in India developed into a love affair 
with that country and culture; Elliot 
would revisit India numerous times 
later (including as a Fulbright fellow). 
Upon his return from Delhi, having 
encountered for the first time Tibetans 
in exile, Elliot changed his major to East 
Asian studies.
 Equipped with knowledge of 
Chinese made stronger by an overseas 
study of the language in Taiwan, Elliot 
matriculated at Indiana University’s 
Department of Uralic and Altaic Studies 
(renamed Central Eurasian Studies 
in 1993), where his career would be 
shaped and developed for the next four 
decades. The department was already 
internationally renowned, in part 
owing to the presence on the faculty 
of Taktser Rinpoche, the Dalai Lama’s 
eldest brother. Elliot studied modern 
and classical Tibetan, perfected his 
knowledge of modern and classical 
Chinese, and wrote his doctoral 
dissertation, Early Ming Policy toward 
Tibet, in 1983. The dissertation has 
been widely acknowledged as the most 
influential study on the subject. 
 A genuine product of the public 
education system, Elliot took his 
first faculty position also at a public 
institution, the University of Southern 
Mississippi (USM). Shortly after 
arriving in Hattiesburg, he received 

the prestigious John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowship 
(1984–89). After a short spell at USM, 
Elliot returned to IU in 1987, as a 
faculty member. He would remain at the 
university, a much-loved teacher, until 
December 2015, with occasional visiting 
professorships elsewhere, including 
Harvard University (1992–93) and the 
University of Delhi (1994–95). Over the 
years, Elliot has mentored numerous 
graduate students who pursue both 
academic and nonacademic careers all 
over the world. 
 In his research, based 
predominantly on original, primary 
sources in Tibetan and Chinese, Elliot 
has focused on questions of sovereignty 
and boundaries; on types of political, 
social, and familial authority; on 
Chinese policy toward Tibet; and 
on the complicated roles of Tibetan 
officials in the service of both Tibetan 
and Chinese governments. He wrote 
about bureaucrats, monks, mediators, 
and envoys to the Tangut, Yuan, Ming, 
and Qing courts, and his research 
covered many periods, ranging from 
the ninth century to the present. In 
addition to his focus on the Ming 
period, Elliot is especially recognized 
for his interventions on the study of the 
Tanguts, on Mongol presence in and 
influence on Tibet in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, on the reign 
of the Fifth Dalai Lama and other 
eminent personalities of his era, and on 
Tibet’s status under the Qing. Elliot has 
served on, consulted with, or directed 
numerous professional boards. 
  In his work, Elliot has been a 
judicious voice in increasingly less 
discerning times. He has censured 
(including during appearances in China) 
the Chinese government’s oppressive 
policies in Tibet. He has criticized the 
Dalai Lama and Tibet’s government-
in-exile (also during appearances 
in India) for giving up on Tibetan 
independence and for their ignorance of 
China’s real positions. He has rejected 
the Tibetophiles’ view of Tibet as an 
unspoiled bastion of pure spirituality. 
And he never had much patience for 
scholars who easily become groupies of 
academic fashions. 
 Elliot has also been a champion 
of human rights. Most recently, his 

public engagement has been exemplified 
in the case of Ilham Tohti. Tohti, a 
Uyghur professor of economics at Minzu 
University in Beijing, was to spend a 
year at IU—at IU’s invitation—in 2014 as 
a visiting professor. He was detained in 
the Beijing airport, just prior to boarding 
his flight to Indianapolis, on charges 
of “separatism” (charges that were 
characterized as completely made up by 
the U.S. State Department, the European 
Union, and many other international 
bodies) and has since been sentenced 
by the Chinese government to life 
imprisonment. Elliot has become one 
of the most outspoken individual voices 
arguing for Ilham Tohti’s innocence and 
release. This endeavor was not new for 
Elliot. He has served on the Committee 
on Religious Freedom Abroad for the 
U.S. Department of State (1996–99), 
and he has testified before the Groupe 
d’information du Sénat sur le Tibet 
(France), the Parliamentary Human 
Rights Group (United Kingdom), the 
Congressional-Executive Committee on 
China, the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, the House of Representatives 
Committee on International Relations, 
and many others. His expertise was 
particularly requested on matters of 
human rights in Tibet, Tibet-China 
relations, ethnic minorities in China, 
and U.S.–China relations. His opinion 
pieces and commentary were published 
in venues such as the New York Times, 
the Los Angeles Times, the Times of 
India, Jane’s Intelligence Review, and 
the Far Eastern Economic Review. 
 Elliot’s departure from IU marks 
a loss of one of the jewels in the 
university’s crown. 

 Ron Sela



Andrea Need
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John H. Stanfield II

John H. Stanfield II came to Indiana 
University Bloomington in 2002 to 
serve as professor of sociology and 
chairperson of the then–Department 
of Afro-American Studies (AAS). He 
was previously Avalon Professor at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, where 
he also served as chairperson of the 
Department of Sociology and executive 
director of Morehouse Research 
Institute. Under his leadership at IU, 
he and his departmental colleagues 
decided, with the approval of the dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
to change the unit’s name to the 
Department of African American and 
African Diaspora Studies (AAADS). He 
is now an emeritus professor of 
the department.
 When John stepped down as 
AAADS department chairperson, he 
remained on the faculty as professor 
of sociology as well as director of the 
Research Program on Transcultural 
and Intercultural Philanthropic Studies, 
with senior adjunct faculty affiliations 
in African Studies, American Studies, 
Caribbean and Latin American Studies, 
International Studies, Philanthropic 
Studies, and the Department of 
Sociology. An ordained minister with 
Quaker and Pentecostal roots, John took 
leave from Indiana University to earn a 
Master of Sacred Theology degree from 
Boston University in 2005.      
 Born and raised through part of 
his teenage years in rural upstate New 
York, John, along with his mother, 
father, and three sisters, moved to 
northern California when he was 16 
years old. He completed his high school 
education there and subsequently 
entered California State University, 
Fresno, through a program designed 
for minority youth. John graduated 
magna cum laude in three years with a 
degree in sociology. He was admitted to 
Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois, where he received his Ph.D. in 
sociology at the age of 25.         
 John accepted an initial teaching 
position at Yale University. He was 
then hired by the College of William 
and Mary as the Edwin and Frances 
Cummings Professor of American 
Studies and Sociology. He was also an 

Eminent Scholar of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. He would later transfer his 
scholar-cum-administrator experiences 
to the University of California, Davis, 
where he established an urban 
policy center linked to a non-affluent 
community in Sacramento. From there 
he went to historic Morehouse College.
 John’s scholarship has been 
recognized internationally, and 
he has held teaching and research 
appointments at institutions around 
the world. In addition to serving as 
a Distinguished Fulbright Chair at 
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro, 
John accepted the position of honorary 
faculty member in Unipalmares 
University, the first Afro-Latin American 
university in the Western Hemisphere, 
located in Sao Paulo, Brazil. He has 
previously served as a distinguished 
visiting scholar at well-known 
educational institutions such as the 
University of Cape Town in South Africa; 
Fourah Bay College/University of Sierra 
Leone in West Africa; the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University 
of London; National University of 
Rwanda; and Teachers College of 
Columbia University.     

 For more than three decades, 
in addition to his teaching and 
administrative careers, John—a prolific 
author of books, book chapters, and 
refereed articles—has pursued what 
he has often described in his writings 
as restorative justice for oppressed, 
marginalized, stigmatized, and neglected 
people in communities around the 
world. He especially advocates for the 
academic preparation of the non-
affluent and for the human rights of 
children and youth. His passionate 
and effective approach to social justice 
is evident in his roles as professor, 
mentor, book and journal editor, 
public minister, and civil rights and 
transformation consultant.
 While on leave in the 2014–15 
academic year, John served as the 
interim distinguished professor 
and founding director of the Mogae 
International Development and 
Governance Research Institute at 
Botswana International University for 
Science and Technology in the southern 
part of Africa.

 A. B. Assensoh    



Todd A. Thompson
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Alberto Torchinsky

Alberto Torchinsky retires this year 
after 41 years of service in the Indiana 
University Department of Mathematics. 
Alberto joined the department in 1975 
as an assistant professor, after spending 
four years at Cornell University. He 
earned his Ph.D. from the University of 
Chicago in 1971 under the supervision 
of illustrious mathematician Alberto 
Calderón. His undergraduate degree 
came from Universidad de Buenos 
Aires in 1966, followed a year later 
by a Master of Science degree at the 
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee. 
After moving to Indiana University, he 
quickly rose through the ranks to the 
level of full professor.
 Soon after completing his doctoral 
thesis, Alberto established himself as 
a leading researcher in the study of 
Calderón-Zygmund operators. This 
line of work traces its origins to a 
paper from 1952 written by Calderón 
and his advisor, Antoni Zygmund. 
According to Elias Stein, there is no 
paper written since then that has had 
such a widespread influence on analysis. 
This emerging theory was concerned 
with the study of singular integrals, 
which were established as the natural 
generalizations of the Hilbert transform 
to higher dimensions. Technically 
speaking, the fundamental tool of the 
theory consists of decomposing an 
integrable function into its “good” 
and “bad” parts, the latter being a 
sum of “atoms.”
 One of the early signs of Alberto’s 
vision and technical strength was his 
work on the parabolic maximal function 
and on spaces with mixed homogeneity. 
A series of highly influential papers 
emerged out of his collaboration with 
Calderón that exhibited both aspects 
of mathematical creativity: theory 
building and problem solving. Alberto 
also played a pivotal role in shaping our 
current understanding of Hardy spaces. 
Most notably, together with Jan-Olov 
Strömberg, he promoted and developed 
the weighted version of these spaces, 
seeding the ground for a flurry of later 
developments. Alberto’s 30-year-old 
work with Björn Jawerth on the local 
sharp maximal function proved to be a 
key inspiration in recent breakthroughs 
in weighted harmonic analysis. Quite 
recently, Alberto made a beautiful 
contribution to the study of the Cauchy 

problem for the wave equation. In a very 
elegant paper, he rather surprisingly 
managed to derive the formula for the 
solution involving spherical means by 
using Fourier transform methods.
 Alberto has also excelled in his 
role as a teacher. His students often 
talk about the humor and enthusiasm 
he infuses into his lectures. Alberto’s 
writing skills are widely recognized 
through his well-crafted textbooks. His 
monograph, Real Variable Methods 
in Harmonic Analysis, has served for 
many years as a standard reference 
work for singular integrals. It set high 
standards of exposition for later works 
in the field, and it is still in print in a 
paperback edition. Another textbook 
on real analysis by Alberto is due to be 
published soon.
 Alberto always maintained a 
reputation as a patient and supportive 
doctoral advisor who put in generous 
amounts of time to ensure the success of 
his students. Nine students completed 
theses under his direction.
 Not least among Alberto’s activities 
is his service to the university in a 
variety of administrative positions, most 
notably dean of Latino Affairs, director 
of the Minority Faculty Fellowship 
Program, and executive director of the 
Office of Strategic Hiring and Support. 
His understanding of administrative 
matters was often useful to the 
mathematics department as well.
 Outside of mathematics, Alberto 
has maintained a keen interest in 
literature and is an avid basketball fan 
as well as a dedicated Cubs fan. He and 
his wife, Massi, are the proud parents 
of two sons, Cyrus, a physician in San 
Diego, and Darius, a physicist at Temple 
University. He has been a caring friend 
to colleagues in the department, always 
willing to listen and offer thoughtful 
advice. We hope that in retirement he 
will continue to be a presence in 
Rawles Hall.

 Hari Bercovici
 Ciprian Demeter
 Peter Sternberg
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tuart Davis
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