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I. Name:  The name of this organization will be the “Graduate Theory 
Association” (GTA). 

II. Purpose: The purpose of the GTA is to provide a venue for professional 
and social development, to provide representation and support for the 
theory department at large, to stage an annual (or biennial) research 
symposium in the spring, and to foster other activities related to the 
professional development of students.  If possible, the GTA will also 
present a student recital in the fall, and host beginning of the year and 
end of the year social events for the department. 

III. Membership:  All graduate music students, and graduate music students 
on provisional and/or probationary status may become members of the 
GTA by registering with the secretary or vice-president during 
orientation week immediately before the beginning of a new semester.  
Members may vote on any issue that comes before the GTA.  Elected 
officers of the GTA must be members of the GTA in good standing, and 
votes on amendments to the constitution may only be cast by members of 
the GTA.  

IV. Officers 
a. The officers of the GTA shall be:  

i. President 
ii. Vice-President 

iii. Treasurer 
iv. Secretary/Librarian 
v. Representative of the GTA to the Graduate Professional 

Student Government. 
b. Other officers, depending on the interest/involvement of the GTA 

members, may include: Social Chair, Publicity Chair, and Department 
Liaison. 

c. The officers shall be elected by a majority vote of GTA members. 
d. Officers are elected for the term of one calendar year, roughly from 

May 1st to May 1st. 
e. Elections shall be held every spring, prior to the expiration of officers’ 

terms.  The duty of election implementation shall be that of the 
president. 

V. Officer Duties 

a. The duties of the GTA officers primarily include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 



i. President — responsible for organizing GTA meetings, 
organizing the GTA symposium, and any other GTA activities 
that may arise. 

ii. Vice-President — responsible for the GTA Recital and assisting 
the president with all duties. 

iii. Treasurer — responsible for maintaining funds through the 
GTA’s Student Organization Account and organizing 
fundraising efforts. 

iv. Secretary/Librarian — responsible for taking minutes at the 
GTA meeting, organizing the GTA lending library, and for 
writing and emailing two newsletter submissions for the 
Society of Music Theory. 

v. GPSG Representative — responsible for representing the GTA 
in accordance with the bylaws of the GPSG. 

vi. Social Chair — responsible for organizing GTA social events. 

vii. Publicity Chair — responsible for publicity for the GTA 
symposium and the theory department colloquium. 

viii. Department Liaison — responsible for presenting the concerns 
of the GTA to the department. 

VI. Committees: Ad hoc committees shall be appointed by the president. 
 

VII. Meetings: 
a. Regular meetings of the GTA shall be open to all interested parties. 
b. Executive meetings shall be restricted to the officers and committee 

chairpersons and persons invited by the president. 
c. Only those members present at meetings shall be allowed to vote 

during that meeting. 
d. All business of the GTA shall be decided at open or closed business 

meetings by via a vote by a majority of those present. 
e. Meetings and major issues shall be announced by the president at 

least two days in advance. 

VIII. Statement of University Compliance: This organization shall comply 
with all Indiana University regulations, and local, state, and federal laws. 

IX. Anti-Hazing Policy: Hazing is strictly prohibited. Hazing shall be defined 
as any conduct which subjects another person, whether physically, 
mentally, emotionally, or psychologically, to anything that may endanger, 
abuse, degrade, or intimidate the person as a condition of association 
with a group or organization, regardless of the person's consent or lack of 
consent. 

X. Personal Gain Clause: This organization shall ethically raise and 
distribute profits from organizational functions to either the organization 



or to members who provide a service that directly benefits the 
organization. Individual members may not receive compensation directly 
from for-profit companies if acting as a representative of a student 
organization.  

XI. Statement of Non-Discrimination: Participation in the proposed 
organization must be without regard to arbitrary consideration of such 
characteristics as age, color, disability, ethnicity, gender, marital status, 
national origin, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. 

XII. Amendment of the Constitution 
a. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the 

members at any meeting of the GTA in which a quorum is present, i.e., 
when at least 50% of all theory majors enrolled in coursework for the 
current academic year are present. 

b. Proposed amendments to the constitution must be announced to the 
members, and submitted to the secretary/treasurer in writing, before 
a vote may be taken. 

c. Votes to amend the constitution may be cast only by GTA members.  

XIII. Publication:  The Indiana Theory Review (ITR) shall be the official 
publication of the GTA. 
 

Be it known that this constitution is based upon bylaws that were drafted by officers 
Eric Isaacson, Richard Littlefield, and Ronald Rodman, in 1988. Updates to the 
Officer duties were made in 2012 by Mark Chilla. Updates to the constitution were 
voted on in 2013 under Chelsey Hamm and 2015 under Nathan Beary Blustein. 


