
Assessment of Cultural and Historical Studies Learning Outcomes  

S100 -- ELEMENTARY SPANISH I 
 

Introduction 

The Department of Modern Languages’ assessment results indicate that the S100 course meets all 
three learning outcomes regarding Cultural and Historical Studies for IU Northwest graduates: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge about diverse cultures and societies. 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of the experiences and worldviews of groups defined by ethnicity, 

race, social class, language, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, or disabilities. 
3. Analyze the interconnectedness of global and local concerns or explain how political or 

historical processes shape civilizations. 
 
 Our Assessment Tool  

The assessment tool utilized was MySpanishLab, an online learning system with an extensive array 
of effective and engaging activities and study resources especially made for the chapters of the S100 
textbook: Arriba. Students are required to complete a large number of graded exercises for 
homework, as each chapter is being covered. Many of these exercises directly assess students’ 
comprehension of cultural questions; for instance, there are exercises related to videos, and also 
exercises based on cultural sections of the book. The exercises are usually self-correcting and often 
include audio and graphic elements, always involving some aspects of culture. 

 
Specific Data Obtained in Fall of 2011 and Spring of 2012 
 
In the fall of 2011 we assigned two S100 Myspanishlab assignments to obtain data for our 
assessment, one for Chapter 3 and one for Chapter 4, based on textbook sections about Hispanic 
cultural and historical elements. In the spring of 2012, due to some miscommunication, we only 
repeated one of the two assignments: the one for Chapter 4. Each of the two assignments consisted 
of four self-graded exercises from Myspanishlab. For five of the eight exercises, students had only 
one attempt to complete the work; for the other three exercises, which were more challenging, 
students had three attempts to complete the work. The cultural and historical material in these 
exercises was covered by instructors while teaching each chapter, and sometimes this involved 
paired and group conversation activities. Later students completed the associated Myspanishlab 
exercises outside of class. The Myspanishlab program tabulated their scores, and instructors 
submitted them to the evaluators: professors Adrián García and Eva Mendieta. In the fall, we 
collected data from six course sections; in the spring, we obtained data from four sections. The total 
number of students in these 10 sections was 240 (n = 240). 
 
Unfortunately, however, for each of the eight exercises assigned, approximately 20% of the students 
had a mean score of zero because they failed to complete the exercise. We believe that our two 
assignments did not carry enough grading weight. The grade value for the four exercises in each of 
the two assignments was only a small percentage of the overall assignment grade for each chapter, a 
grade based on scores for 61 exercises for Chapter 3 and 59 exercises for Chapter 4. Presumably 
many students did not complete one or more of the eight exercises for this assessment due to this 
factor. For the purposes of this assessment we therefore decided to calculate mean scores for each 
exercise without including zero grades. Hence, the scores below reflect this decision. As we discuss 



 
 
later, in future cultural and historical assessments we will create two separate homework 
assignments comprising only the exercises included in our assessment, and these will carry far more 
grading weight than they did in the current assessment. We predict that this will eliminate the great 
majority of students’ zero mean scores for each exercise. Due to the problem of the zero scores, we 
view this current assessment as a pilot study that serves to indicate to us areas for improvement in 
our assessment approach. 
  
The Exercises and Mean Scores (Only a fragment of each exercise is provided) 
 
3-23: On the UNAM, the primary national university of Mexico 
 
Reread the section “Mi Universidad: La UNAM” in your textbook and give the best answer to 
complete each statement.  Not all the listed expressions will be used. (Three attempts) 
 
7.000  el examen de admisión  la Facultad de derecho 
 
(There are twelve options listed.) 

 
1. Susana Buendía está en Chiapas para hacer _____ . 
 
(There are eight statements to complete.) 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 93.76 
 
 
3-59. Regarding Mexican history, cultures, and geography 
 
Based on information from the Panoramas textbook section, indicate whether each statement is 
cierto or falso (true or false).  (One attempt) 
 
1. La capital de México tiene un metro extenso. 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 89.90 
 
 
3-60. Concerning Mexican geography 
 
Look at the following map of Mexico and write the name of the city that corresponds to each 
number on the map.  (Three attempts) 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 96.48 
 
 
3-61. About a  famous Mexican anthropological museum: El Museo de Antropología de México 
 
Based on the Páginas section of the textbook, decide if each statement is cierto or falso. (One 
attempt) 
 



 
 
1. El museo tiene información sobre la religión de los mayas pero no sobre su comercio 
(commerce). 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 80.12 
 
 
4-26. Covering various typical aspects of Hispanic families 
 
Reread the section in your textbook “Según Maríahondureña (Perfiles: Mi experiencia: La familia 
hispana ¿Típica?) and complete each sentence with the correct answer from the word bank.  (Three 
attempts) 
 
Buscar  entender   globalización 
  
(There are eight options listed.) 
 
1. En la opinion de esta mujer hondureña, no es posible _________________ el concepto de 
“familia hispana. 
 
(There are six sentences to be completed.) 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 80.12 
 
Spring of 2012: 
Average: 95.33 
 
 
4-56. Concerning diverse aspects of Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras 
 
Based on information from “Nuestro mundo,” indicate whether each statement is cierto or falso.  
(One attempt) 
 
1. La cultura indígena en Guatemala se ve en los huipiles que llevan muchas mujeres. 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 75.71 
 
Spring of 2012: 
Average: 72.13 
 
 
4-57. On the geography of Central America 
 
Based on the map of Central America, match each place with the country where it is located.  (One 
attempt) 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 99.75 
 



 
 
Spring of 2012: 
Average: 98.27 
 
 
4-58. With regard to a reading about a movie on the Salvadoran Civil War of the 1980’s and 
Early 1990’s 
 
Based on information in the Páginas section of the textbook, decide if each statement is cierto or 
falso. (One attempt) 
 
1. La película “Sobreviviendo Guazapa” es ficción pero se basa en la Guerra civil en El Salvador 
durante los años 1980-1992. 
 
Fall of 2011: 
Average: 80.18 
 
Spring of 2012: 
Average: 71.50 
 

Analysis of the Scores 

Mean scores did not vary significantly across course sections. Also, the scores for two of the four 
exercises assigned both in the fall and in the spring showed about a 10% variance in scores, in one 
case higher, and in the other case lower, from one semester to the other. We attribute this to the fact 
that there were several different instructors in the spring, and their teaching techniques in certain 
instances may have been more or less effective than that of the fall teachers.  

Generally the scores for the fall and spring suggest a high degree of student comprehension and 
learning. Thus, the overall mean score for the eight exercises in the fall is: 88.90.  The mean score 
for the Chapter 3 exercises, given only in the fall, is 90.10.  The mean for the Chapter 4 exercises 
given both in the fall and spring is 85.57.  And the mean for all exercises assigned in the fall and the 
spring is 87.07. 

It is clear that when students had three attempts to complete an exercise, the scores tended to be 
significantly higher than when they only had one attempt. Hence, the overall mean score for 
exercises with three attempts, for the fall and the spring, is 94.33.  Whereas the overall mean score 
in the same period for exercises with only one attempt is 83.44. In particular, the two exercises 
based on reading of maps (3-60 and 4-57), for which students had three attempts, resulted in the 
highest overall mean scores, in the “A+” range. 

Moreover, it is evident that particular types of exercises were more difficult than others, resulting in 
lower scores. Thus, exercises, 3-61, 4-56, and 4-58 had a total mean score of only 75.93. Each of the 
three exercises allowed one attempt, and required that the student review somewhat challenging 
textbook readings in Spanish.  

Nevertheless, in evaluating the content and level of difficulty of all eight exercises given, as well as 
the mean scores, it appears that generally the S100 course did succeed in achieving equally all three 



 
 
learning outcomes listed above for Cultural and Historical studies at IU Northwest. This is because 
in our estimation each of the eight exercises relate to all three learning outcomes.  

 

Plans for Future Assessments 

As stated earlier, we intend to increase the grade value of each assessed exercise in the future, with 
the expectation that this will greatly lesson the number of zero mean scores for each exercise. Also, 
we plan to allow only two attempts, instead of three, for exercises based on reading of maps, since 
mean scores for these exercises were inordinately high. In addition, we will work more closely with 
the S100 instructors, to understand more fully their specific techniques in presenting and teaching 
material from which students must draw while completing the exercises outside of class. We plan to 
meet individually with each teacher, explaining in more detail the exercises to be assessed. We also 
intend to meet more often with the instructors to discuss the array of optimal teaching methods and 
tools that they can employ as they teach—and lead students to explore—the myriad cultural and 
historical elements in each chapter. In addition, in our next assessment we will present more types 
of data, such as standard deviations, and offer various charts.  

 

Evaluators 

Adrián M. García, Associate Professor of Spanish 

Eva Mendieta, Professor of Spanish 


